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They were an unlikely group of heroes, each one a loner, misfit, trouble-
maker, outcast or loser.  They came together at first thinking they had found a 
prize, an object worth a lot of money, and decided to work together to take it to 
someone so they could sell it, split the money and then each go their separate 
ways. However, when they discovered the object they found was actually 
something so terribly powerful it could destroy an entire planet, they chose to 
stay together and become a team.  A team that had a new purpose; now they 
were going to protect and defend a planet from being destroyed by the bad guy 
who wanted to use the object to cause fear and destruction. 

 Through events that are a wonderful mix of humor, action-adventure 
sequences, stunning special effects, and a great deal of heart, the former misfits, 
loners, trouble-makers, losers and outcasts are transformed before our eyes into 
heroes not because they were necessarily noble, or brave, wore really cool 
outfits, or any other attribute we usually give to heroes. Instead this motley crew 
became heroes before our eyes because they chose to sacrifice their own selfish 
interests and safety for the lives of people they didn’t even know. 

 That adventure of how this group came together, how they decided to 
commit to something greater than themselves, is one reason the movie 
Guardians of the Galaxy became one of the most popular and successful movies 
of last year and is a good reason to watch it when you are in the mood for an 
adventure that has more to it than first meets the eye. It wasn’t just a commercial 
success, it was nominated for 2 Academy Awards, several film critic and writers 
guild awards, the British Academy Awards, People’s Choice, and even a Grammy 
Award for its music and soundtrack.   

 Maybe another reason Guardians of the Galaxy was such a huge hit was 
because some of us might have a soft spot for the anti-hero. You know, the 
character who is hurting, or broken or deeply flawed who looks and acts nothing 
like a hero, but ends up being a true hero who is willing to give their all to help or 
save another person.  Maybe we appreciate anti-heroes because they remind us 
that even the broken, the hurting, the less than perfect people, people who might 
remind us of a little bit of someone we might know, maybe even a little of 



ourselves, might not really be losers or lost or without value. Maybe the anti-hero 
reminds us we all can be part of something important, we can all still make a 
positive difference, not just for ourselves, but for someone else who might need a 
helping hand. 

 Anti-heroes might be easier to identify with, and they also might be easier 
to identify when we look for them in places other than movie theaters. The Bible, 
for example has quite a few anti-heroes.  One of its more famous examples is 
Moses; the guy who was rescued from Pharaoh’s decree that all baby Hebrew 
boys should die, by an Egyptian princess who pulled him out of a river, he was 
raised as a prince, who grew up and later murdered an Egyptian, then ran away 
because he was afraid he would be punished for the crime,  met a man that 
helped him out, worked as a shepherd watching his father-in-law’s flocks, when 
he saw a burning bush and whose life changed again when he decided to check 
out that bush and heard God speak. We all remember what came next for Moses: 
confronting Pharaoh, leading the Israelites out of Egypt and out of slavery and 
how he walked with them in the wilderness, leading them like a shepherd until 
they reached the Promised Land. While Moses is remembered as one of Israel’s 
heroes, we often forget the part of his story where he was also a trouble-maker, a 
murder who ran away, which might make him an unlikely hero. 

 Another unlikely hero was David. He was only a young boy working as a 
shepherd watching his father’s flocks when he was called in from the fields so 
Samuel could look him over. After rejecting his older, stronger, better looking 
brothers, God chose David to be the future leader of God’s People, even though 
David was far from perfect. David would make mistakes, break the rules, hurt 
people, take what wasn’t his, and yet despite his flaws, he was loved by God and 
considered the greatest king of Israel in part because of his cleverness, military 
prowess, skill, and ability to admit when he was wrong. 

 God it seems, might also has a soft spot for the anti-hero. And it seems God 
might also have a soft spot for shepherds.  Moses and David both worked as 
shepherds, perhaps as a way to prepare them for eventually leading God’s 
people.  And God’s apparent soft spot for shepherds shows up in Luke’s Gospel 
where when Jesus was born God’s angels announced that good news to 
shepherds, not kings or heroes, but the guys keeping watch over their flocks.  

 Ever wonder why God might have such a soft spot for shepherds? 



 Maybe God seems to like shepherds so much because God is like a 
shepherd.   Not like a king. Not like a CEO. Not like a hero. God is like a shepherd. 

 Jesus, God’s Son, came into the world to show us God, so that we can be in 
close relationship with God.  In our Gospel this morning, we found Jesus in the 
midst of trying to explain that in a way his audience then and today might 
understand that when he said the words “I am the good shepherd.”  

 While these words might call to mind lots of images: especially images of 
Jesus and sheep, Jesus never worked at an actual shepherd.  Maybe Jesus wasn’t 
talking about being a literal shepherd in the same way Moses or David were 
shepherds, instead maybe Jesus was referring to writings that referred to God as 
shepherd, such as in Psalm 23.  Jesus was reminding his listeners that God has 
shepherded God’s people through times of slavery, through the wilderness, 
through conflicts, and Jesus shows us God is the Good Shepherd who is 
shepherding us into a new life of being in close relationship with God. 

 Today is the 4th Sunday in the season of Easter, and every year on this day 
our Scripture readings and music are always focused around the Good Shepherd, 
how God promised to shepherd God’s people, and hearing Jesus say he is the 
Good Shepherd.  Because of that we often hear today being referred to as Good 
Shepherd Sunday, as the Church decided that we all need that reminder that 
Jesus showed us God by being the Good Shepherd.  This is also especially 
meaningful for us who are part of Church of the Good Shepherd, as today we are 
reminded our very name can remind us we worship a God who loves us, and is 
with us no matter what, who cares for us, who knows our names, and who has 
good things for us. And there is more than just comfort in this reminder.  

 In today’s Gospel Jesus also warned about the other types of influences we 
might encounter: the authority that is more concerned with their own welfare 
than anything else, or those who might use others to get what they want, or the 
ones who just don’t care. There are, Jesus reminds us, other options to follow. But 
they might not know our names. They might not care. They might unexpectedly 
leave us. They might disappoint us.  

 It might be terribly tempting to compare human leaders and ministers to 
the Good Shepherd and hired hand, but I am not sure that was what Jesus was 
trying to do. Jesus was telling people there is only one Good Shepherd, which 
wasn’t just any gifted leader, it was Jesus, God’s Son, who did lay down his life for 
us, who picked it up again so that he could shepherd us into Resurrection Life 



where we all can live as he lived, not just for ourselves, but for others. That is why 
we need the reminder that while other avenues might be tempting to follow, we 
need to remember who we follow. We follow the God who has a soft spot for 
shepherds, because God sent God’s Son to show us God is the Good Shepherd. 

 Today this might inspire us to examine how we are following the Good 
Shepherd. Are we showing care and concern for those around us? Are we 
welcoming and including those who might be from that mysterious “other flock” 
Jesus talked about who might be anyone seeking a way to experience God’s love 
here at Church of the Good Shepherd?  Are we looking for ways Resurrection Life 
shows itself to us and calls us to reach out to those in need, or to the lonely or the 
misfit?  

 There are some who say we are called to be Good Shepherds, but I wonder 
if Good Shepherd Sunday is really intended to remind us who we follow so that 
we can be inspired to live as followers of Christ. Since we follow God who is not a 
hero so we don’t have to be afraid of God. We follow God who has a soft spot for 
the anti-hero because God loves us all, especially those who might be hurt, or 
broken, or who has made mistakes, or who might feel like a loser, or who just 
doesn’t fit. That reminder isn’t meant just to comfort us, but to remind us we are 
all worthy of following Jesus, our Good Shepherd, into all the wonderful 
Resurrection Life moments that help us all grow closer to God by living for others. 
We don’t have to be perfect to follow the Good Shepherd. And we don’t have to 
be heroes. All we have to do is love and live as the Good Shepherd, who is with 
us, all the way lived and loved. 

Happy Good Shepherd Sunday! 

  


