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 Did you ever have one of those moments when you walked into a room, and 
totally forgot why you went in there? Did you stand there, certain you left what you 
had been doing for a reason, looked around and just couldn’t remember what you 
came in there for? 

 I have had a few of those moments, and although I’ve heard many people tell 
me that is a symptom of aging, I also wonder if it could be a symptom of distraction, 
because that is what usually happens to me, I get distracted by a thought or 
observation, and my original intention is long forgotten. When that does happen, the 
thing that seems to help me to remember, is to go back where I came from and go 
back to what I had been doing. That is when it comes back to me. 

 At first glance, that experience of walking into a room and forgetting why you 
came is what seems to be happening to Jesus.  Did you notice that? In Mark’s account 
of Jesus’ triumphant entry, where he is welcomed into Jerusalem as a King, after all 
that fuss about finding the unridden colt and all the palm waving and all that shouting, 
all that drama and all that excitement, Jesus walked into the temple, looked around, 
turned around and left. Not only did he leave, he went back to where he came from, 
back to Bethany. All week long, I’ve been unable to get that out of my head. It seems 
so anticlimactic. 

 All 4 Gospels include a telling of Jesus’ triumphant entry, but only Mark’s Gospel 
ends the story with Jesus looking around the temple and going back to Bethany. In the 
other Gospels, Jesus wastes no time, he gets busy throwing out money changers or 
teaching. Only in Mark, who usually portrays Jesus as busily going from one thing to 
the next as he moves with determination to the cross, includes this line where it 
appears nothing much happens. Which makes me wonder about it. 

 Did Jesus get so distracted by all the shouting and symbolism that he forgot why 
he went to Jerusalem?  Or was the purpose of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem that day just 
a way to show that is where he was? Maybe he went to look things over, to just 
observe, watch, listen, and then went back to where he could stay so he could plan 
what he would do next?  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html#GOSPEL2


 Maybe there is wisdom in that action. We, too, can get busy moving doggedly 
from one thing to the next. Holy Week is known for that, many of my clergy colleagues 
talk about Holy Week like it is a marathon where we move from one day to the next 
and get so wrapped up getting to Easter we forget to acknowledge fully the moment or 
day we are in. Life can be like that too. We can get so busy so distracted moving 
toward the next day, the next event, the next meal, the next whatever that we miss 
the moment we are in, we can miss what is happening in ourselves, in our 
relationships, in others. We can even miss God present with us.  

 The journey of this week is a gift, in that it is a journey, a series of moments we 
can enter into to receive whatever they have for us.  If we insist on rushing ahead to 
Easter, we risk forgetting what it was we were looking for when we get to the empty 
tomb, and Resurrection will be even more elusive. 

 Instead, we can take this moment and pay attention to what the author of 
Mark’s Gospel might be telling us, by showing us a Jesus who didn’t rush into the very 
thing he had been moving toward, but instead stopped, looked around, and took in the 
moment. Maybe that allowed him to shift his focus, because starting the next day his 
ministry changed, maybe he used that anticlimactic moment to get ready for what was 
to come. 

 Today we can do the same. Many people describe today as anticlimactic, too. In 
a few moments we’ll process into the church and sing on of my favorite hymns and 
maybe get all pumped up. But the mood is going to change, and before we know it the 
cross will be in front of us. Then we’ll celebrate the Holy Eucharist and leave. We’ll go 
back to where we came from like Jesus, and many might feel that same anticlimactic 
ending to the day. Maybe that can be a gift, a chance to do what Jesus did, look 
around, notice what is going on, and prepare for all the events to come this week. 
Today as enter the church, look around, listen to the Passion, the story of Jesus’ 
betrayal, trial, and crucifixion. Pay attention to what person or part of the Passion 
jumps out at you, what do you notice? Don’t just follow along, listen, and let yourself 
enter the story. Many scholars make a strong case that Mark’s Gospel was written to 
be read aloud, so today I am going to give you the opportunity just to listen, to see if 
there is a person or an event or a phrase or word you notice that you might not have 
before. Then take what you hear with you into this Holy Week, bring with you 
wherever you go.  Maybe it will help us travel through this week with intention instead 
of being distracted so that when we get to the tomb, we’ll catch a glimpse of the 
something new that Jesus is going to bring into our world.     
         


