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Two weeks ago there was a wedding in Ohio. This is not unusual; early fall is a 
popular time for couples to get married. This particular Ohio wedding, however, was 
unusual because of an incredibly Christ-like event that happened during the wedding. 
Something that made me see the Kingdom of God in a powerful way. 

 It was an outdoor wedding. And it started like most weddings: the dearly beloved 
guests were seated, the music started.  The groom and groomsmen walked into place. 
The bridesmaids’ entrance went beautifully well.  But it was the bride’s walk down the 
aisle that was the Kingdom of God moment. It had nothing to do with her dress. Or 
flowers. Or how she walked. It was what her father did. 

 The bride’s father started their special father-daughter walk down the aisle in the 
usual way. That can be an iconic and important moment for a bride: having her father 
walk her down the aisle.  It can also be an emotional and important moment for a father, 
it is a place and role especially for him.  I’ve seen many fathers shed tears as they cherish 
this walk with their daughters down the aisle on their wedding day. For Britany 
Bachman’s father, however, that walk just didn’t seem right. 

 So he stopped the wedding before they even got half-way down the aisle. 

 Because Brittany’s father felt someone was being excluded from that walk who 
shouldn’t be. So, even though it meant relinquishing a position that he could have held by 
himself, he stopped the wedding. He ran over to where his daughter’s step-father was 
sitting, took him by the hand, pulled him to his feet and said, “You worked as hard as I 
have. You’ll help us walk our daughter down the aisle.” 

 When Brittany realized what was going on, she was overcome with emotion. So 
was her step-father, who later said he got weak in the knees because that was the most 
impactful moment in his life. It wasn’t just the bride and her two dads who were 
overcome with emotion, Ohio based photographer Delia Blackburn captured the moment 
on film and then later shared it on social media because she was so impressed. “It was 
one of the most compassionate gestures toward a stepparent I’ve ever seen,” she later 
told a reporter. 

 It was indeed compassionate. I believe it was more than that. It was one of the 
most generous acts of love and inclusiveness I have ever heard of. As someone who has 
officiated at many weddings, I can tell you things can get complicated quickly when it 
comes to family relationships, especially when the parents of the bride and groom are 
divorced and remarried. Most often, I’ve seen the stepparents graciously step aside so 



parents can fill their traditional roles at weddings. As a stepparent myself, I’ve felt both 
admiration and compassion for them. Admiration because they seem to have mastered 
the difficult and challenging art of learning when to step forward or back or aside at the 
right moment that stepparents have to do. I felt compassion because I imagine it must 
hurt a little bit to not be included sometimes. Although I have never heard any 
stepparent complain during a wedding, I have heard many stepparents talk about the 
difficulties and challenges of step parenting, as well how humbling it can be. 

 Of course every family situation is different and unique. And I don’t want to make 
anyone feel their situation has to look like anyone else’s.  But Brittany’s father sharing his 
most special place with her stepfather on her wedding day and stopping the wedding so 
he could be included speaks to me of the kind of relationship Jesus was talking about in 
our Gospel today, and showed me the Kingdom of God. 

 I know today’s Gospel can be difficult, challenging and uncomfortable to hear. 
Many preachers complain about it. That is because divorce is not a vague idea, it is 
something we all have experienced in some way: we all know someone who has mourned 
the loss of a marriage, or maybe some of us had to make that painful decision to legally 
end a marriage, or left an abusive marriage. I believe we have to acknowledge divorce is 
painful and heartbreaking, and I also believe today’s Gospel is not intended to inflict 
shame on anyone. It is tragic that today’s Gospel has been used to keep two people in 
hurtful, abusive relationships or has been used against two people who desired to create 
a marriage because of their gender. Remember, the word Gospel means good news, and 
should not be used as weapon to hurt or shame anyone. 

 It has been said that today’s Gospel is in need of rehabilitation, and I suppose I 
agree on some level with that statement. I would also remind us that the Bible is not 
intended to be a quick, easy read. It is a deeply theological collection of deeply 
theological books and letters intended not to give quick, slick, easy answers, but to 
challenge us all to grow deeper in our understanding of God, Christ, and how that 
understanding will affect our lives so that we all become little Gospels, living and showing 
the Good News to everyone. 

 With that in mind, let’s remember that Jesus wasn’t the person who brought up 
the subject of divorce in our Gospel, it was the Pharisees, those law following and law 
teaching religious leaders. Jesus criticized them before about being too focused on laws 
and traditions and not on people and relationships and God. He called them harsh names 
and basically accused them of loving the laws instead of loving God. Today’s encounter 
was more of the same. Mark’s Gospel said this wasn’t a friendly conversation, the  

 



Pharisee’s intent wasn’t to ask Jesus opinion, it was to trap or trick him into saying 
something bad about the law so they could build a case against him. Pay attention to 
their question: they didn’t ask about divorce, they asked about the law: “is it lawful”  
they asked. 

Notice Jesus didn’t answer their question, but made them answer it by asking what 
Moses commanded. They answered that Moses allowed, not commanded divorce.  

 While Jesus and the Pharisees were in the thick of it, we also need to remember 
marriage in Jesus’ day was not based on love. It was, and in many parts of the world 
today still is, an economic arrangement between families.  Men and women often had no 
choice or little say in who they married, that decision was made for them by the family 
patriarch, be it father, brother, or grandfather.  For a woman, being a wife wasn’t about 
being a life partner, it was being part of her husband’s family enterprise, whether it was 
great or small, where she would be expected to fit in and conform and provide labor and 
children. That isn’t to say these were always love-less arrangements, but love was not 
necessarily expected nor what marriages were based on. The part about Moses allowing 
divorce was about how a man could discard a woman if she displeased him. We aren’t 
sure exactly the level of displeasure it took to justify a divorce, only that a man could 
send his wife away with a piece of paper saying she was no longer his wife. He no longer 
had to provide for her needs. Her family was not obligated to take her back. During those 
days, women had no or few rights on their own; they needed to be in relationship with a 
man for protection, so being divorced made a woman vulnerable, especially if no other 
man would marry her.  So divorce itself was also different than how we experience it 
today. Today it is the legal end of relationship that has changed, where both persons’ 
rights are considered. Then, divorce was much more one-sided, and often left the woman 
vulnerable, even though it was perfectly legal to do so. 

 Instead of getting into the details of divorce, Jesus reminded the Pharisees about 
God’s intention of the commandments. Remember in other places in the Gospel Jesus 
summed up the commandments by saying they are about love; loving God with all our 
heart, soul, mind, and strength and loving our neighbor as ourselves.  Marriage, then, the 
way Jesus described it, had nothing to do with money or economics or laws. Marriage 
was intended to be a relationship formed by two people with God to become a new 
creation, a new flesh, a new entity, a new body.  That sounds a lot lovelier and lot vaguer 
than the law or rule part. Rules can give relationships clarity by providing things like roles, 
expectations, and purposes. However such rules can also give power to one person over 
the other in that relationship, and can leave one person vulnerable. Marriage as Jesus 
talked about it had no such roles, and instead suggested that marriage happened when 
two people and God created something more equitable, something created by embracing 
and including everyone: the two people and God equally. That, Jesus seems to be saying, 
is what love, and the Kingdom of God looks like. 



 That might be why the second part of our Gospel showed Jesus once again 
embracing children, who Jesus could have easily over-looked as a way to show his 
disciples and us the important lesson of what the Kingdom of God is. The Kingdom of God 
isn’t about positions of authority where people in power lord it over those beneath them. 
The Kingdom of God isn’t dictated by rules that give power to one person in order to 
make the other person their possession and then discard them when they please. The 
Kingdom of God doesn’t happen when we take up our cherished roles and privileges at 
the exclusion of someone else. 

 Which is why I saw the Kingdom of God when I read about the wedding in Ohio two 
weeks ago, when a bride’s father stopped the wedding to embrace his daughter’s 
stepfather, someone it would have been so easy to exclude from that precious moment. 
In an interview later, the bride’s father said he and his daughter’s stepfather have not 
always gotten along. It has been hard for them both. But in that moment, their 
differences did not matter. In that moment the only thing that did matter was that 
divorcing Brittany’s mother didn’t mean there were two separate families, it meant there 
was a new creation, one Brittany’s stepfather is part of, and to Brittany’s father, it made 
sense to include him in that moment as together, they walked their daughter down the 
aisle so she and her groom and God can now begin another new creation. 

 Perhaps there is a lot of emotion for us in this event or the Gospel today, which is 
understandable. Life, after all, is rich and complex, and can be full of emotion. Maybe 
there is also a challenge for us too, a challenge to look not for easy answers but for ways 
we can embody the Gospel, the Good News, in how we engage our relationships, be they 
with spouses or parents or children or stepparents or ex-spouses or coworkers or friends 
in ways that include God so that we can show the Good News is not a set of rules, but a 
new way to live that embraces the people it is easier to ask to step aside. Such a radical 
way to engage relationship might be extremely difficult and unusual, but as the people 
attending a wedding in Ohio two weeks ago saw for themselves, it is powerful in a holy, 
Christ-like and life-giving way. 


