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Today, we hear Jesus saying to his disciples, “If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments.”  Hearing this may have reminded the disciples of another time 

when Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love me?”  Remembering this, the disciples’ 

aggrieved reply, either silently or aloud, surely must have been, “Of course we love 

you.  Would we have followed you all of this time if we did not love you?”  Zeroing 

right in on the first part of Jesus’ question, the disciples probably missed the last 

part at first—and they probably didn’t think much about what Jesus meant by 

“love” either. 

 

We have the time and the luxury and the perspective today to spend some time 

thinking about the nature “love.”  We can start by recalling the many times we’ve 

said something like “O, I just love that song or that painting!”  Then we can 

remember the greeting cards we’ve sent with all kinds of good intentions that 

express our love in really flowery language.  We can go into deeper water and 

feelings as we remember the times we’ve said to person with all our heart and 

soul, “I love you.”  This brings us back, in a way, to the disciples’ response to Jesus’ 

original question.  What sort of love was Jesus talking about? 

 

In our remembering a moment ago, we brought to mind the times we have felt 

love on different levels: superficial, casual and heartfelt.  Jesus has something else 

in mind—love not only as a feeling but as doing.  Our and the disciples’ feelings are 



  

fine, Jesus says, but these feelings should lead to action of some kind.  Specifically, 

they should lead to our keeping Jesus’ commandments—the greatest of which is 

“Love one anotherf as I have loved you.”  Loving leads to acting.  It’s as simple and 

as complicated as that.  We can look to scripture and to our own lives for examples 

and opportunities to act in love in the very best sense of those words. 

 

St. Paul seldom strikes us as a loving person—frustrated, scolding, and angry 

perhaps—but not always loving. We know he was not happy with idolaters 

who did not acknowledge God, let alone understand who Jesus really was.  

Yet, we hear him being quite pastoral when he says to the Athenians, who 

had hedged their spiritual bets by erecting altars to known and unknown 

gods:  

“I see how extremely religious you are in every way.  For as I went through 

the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among 

them an altar with the inscription ‘To an unknown god.’”   

Paul may have secretly longed to dismiss the Athenians as hopeless 

idolaters, but he didn’t.  He acted in love by being pastoral and by cannily 

turning his experience into an opportunity to tell them about the one God 

“who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and 

earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by 

human hands, as though he needed anything . . . 

Continuing this gentle approach, Paul goes on to tell them about Jesus—who 

is come as a righteous judge and who gives assurance to all by his being 



  

raised from the dead. The sometimes prickly Paul shows us how to act in 

love.  

 

In the first Letter of Peter, we see love linked to suffering, a combination 

that makes us uncomfortable, to say the least.  As we reflect on this passage, 

though, we find that loving or doing good (doing God’s will or obeying Jesus’ 

commandments) truly is the bottom line for us.  Suffering for doing the right 

thing seems ridiculous, until we realize that Jesus did it for us as he did his 

Father’s will.  Can we do any less and still see ourselves as the people of 

God?  As the people of God we do know to our great relief that God is with 

us always, no matter in what situations we find ourselves. 

 

Turning to Jesus’ words to his disciples in the last part of John’s Gospel, we 

might be as confused as his disciples must have been when they heard him 

talk about his leaving them.  Hearing him say, “I will not leave you 

orphaned,” must have struck real fear in their hearts.  No one wants to be 

orphaned.  To be orphaned means being abandoned, cut off, and very much 

alone.  Would Jesus really do this to his faithful followers?   

 

Unlike the disciples, we are fortunate to know the rest of Jesus’ story and, 

and above all, its glorious conclusion.   We know after his death and 

resurrection Jesus will return to his Father in somehow. Jesus will not 

abandon them.  However, Jesus words to them at this point does not make 

his and their future very clear. 



  

Jesus says: 

“I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with 

you forever.  This is the Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive, 

because it neither sees nor knows him.  You know him, because he 

abides in you, and he will be in you.  I will not leave you orphaned. I am 

coming to you.  In a little while the world will no longer see me, but 

you will see me; because I live, you also will live.” 

Just imagine the thoughts swirling through disciples’ minds as they tried to make 

sense of what Jesus was telling them! 

  The Advocate? The Spirit of Truth?  What or who is that? A lawyer or 

something? 

 How can we see this Spirit if the rest of the world can’t see him?  How can he 

already abide in us? 

 We don’t want to be orphans!!! 

 Are we to live or to die after Jesus leaves us? 

If we’re honest with ourselves, we probably still share several of the disciples’ 

questions, even though we do know what happens next in Jesus’ story.  The last 

question: How Jesus reveals himself to us, is an especially perplexing one for us.  If, 

when Jesus himself was able to give his disciples a date and time of his return, then 

we simply must let go of the specifics of that question in faith and hope and trust. 

 

As Jesus followers, we do know Jesus reveals himself every day in many ways in the 

world around us: in creation, in his presence as we pray and worship, and in all of 

the sorts and conditions of people we encounter in our life journey. 



  

 

  Jesus calls us to do more than simply casually encounter others.  He calls us, just 

as he did his disciples, to “Love one another as I have loved you.”  “Another” means 

everyone, not only the people we already like.  The mission statement of our parish 

boldly sums up Jesus’ call to love: Seeking and serving Christ in all persons.  May we 

answer Jesus’ call to seek and to serve.   AMEN 


