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PERILS AND PIGS 
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5th PENTECOST:June 23’13pr7 

 
Before we take a look at today’s Gospel reading, let’s find out what 
has happened to Jezebel, Ahab and Elijah, whom we met in last 
week’s Old Testament reading.  To recap: Jezebel had engineered 
the death of Naboth; turned Naboth’s vineyard over to her greedy 
husband Ahab, the King of Samaria; and God had sent Elijah to 
announce that Jezebel and Ahab were facing doom for their 
vicious acts.   
 
In this week’s chapter of our saga, we meet Elijah, who had also 
killed several hundred pagan prophets and was being threatened 
with death by a Jezebel, who just happened to believe in those 
gods who were not Israel’s Lord God.  While Elijah hides from 
Jezebel’s revenge, God is pushing the reluctant prophet to stand 
up to the Queen.  Who wins this encounter, Elijah and God or 
Jezebel and Ahab?  Tune in next week! 
 
If we were to title this sermon, we could choose to call it “Perils 
and Pigs.”  We’ve already seen that the Old Testament prophet 
Elijah is in peril from the wrath of Jezebel.  However, Elijah is in 
another kind of peril, too--one that is equally terrifying, since any 
human conversation with the living God is perilous!  Elijah surely 
must be terrified to speak to the Lord, who asks him, in essence, 
“What are you, my main prophet, doing here, hiding here in a cave 
when you should be out proclaiming my word!”  Elijah explains 
himself as best he can, evidently escaping God’s wrath as well as 
Jezebel’s.  What happens next?  Once again, tune in next week as 
our saga of Old Testament perils continues. 
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The “Pigs” part of our “Perils and Pigs” sermon title comes from 
Luke’s Gospel account of Jesus, the man cursed with demons, and 
a herd of pigs or swine.  At first, the man, the demons, and the 
swine seem to be in one sort of peril or another.  As the story 
unfolds, however, we realize that the people who came out to see 
what happened, including Jesus himself, find themselves in peril.  
Luke tells us: 

“Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been 
possessed by demons had been healed [by Jesus].  Then all 
the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked 
Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear.” 

How strange: the people had just witnessed Jesus performing an 
incredible miracle of healing and, instead of rejoicing and being 
thankful, they were afraid.  What were they afraid of? 
 
They were afraid because: 

 Demons were speaking to them in everyday human 
language. 

 Even though pigs were, as far as Jews were concerned, 
disgusting, unclean animals, the demon-filled herd of swine 
was dispatched in an especially horrifying way. 

 Jesus, this heretofore, seemingly mild itinerant preacher, 
was, in fact, so powerful that he could command and banish 
demons! 

 So, who would want such a person like Jesus to stay in their 
territory?  Better he should leave immediately. 

All of these reasons for the people’s fear were quite obvious and 
logical. 
 
 
If we think about it though, there was another reason the people 
feared what they had seen, one that was less obvious and more 
irrational.  Hence, their reaction was logical to them.  Luke tells us: 
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“The people came out to see what had happened and when 
they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the 
demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in 
his right mind. And they were afraid.” 
 

The people were afraid because, what they always had seen as 
NORMAL, one of their community possessed by demons and 
shunned by everyone, was now ABNORMAL, as far as they were 
concerned.  Jesus’ astounding miracle had completely turned their 
old, safe perceptions of NORMAL upside down.  The demon-
possessed man, who was a familiar, if strange, part of their 
everyday world was suddenly made whole and restored to them.  
There he was, “clothed and in his right mind,” living out a new kind 
of NORMAL right before their eyes.  What were they to make of 
this new NORMAL, this new reality?  Did their fear of the new lead 
them to reject the completely healed man in the same way they 
rejected Jesus, who healed him? 
 
We must admit, that, looking back on Luke’s Gospel with our 20/20 
hindsight, we can’t help but ask: What was wrong with these 
people?  How could they fail to rejoice with the man that was 
healed?  How could they send Jesus away?  Before we get too 
carried away by pride in our own reason and compassion, though, 
let’s think about how we react when God turns our perception of 
our familiar NORMAL upside down. 
 
 
 
When does our NORMAL change into an ABNORMAL for us as it 
evolves into an entirely new reality? 

 On an individual level, a new reality emerges when God 
speaks to us, perhaps in the same way God spoke to Elijah, 
launching us into a new, unimagined spiritual landscape or 



 4 

God’s helping us see those around us eyes filled with new 
concern and compassion. 

 On a parish level, a new reality emerges when our Good 
Shepherd faith community discerns a new path into the 
future—like our being led by a Priest In Charge. 

 In the world around us, a new reality sometimes emerges in 
the world order itself, like the fall of the Berlin Wall or the 
end of apartheid in South Africa. 

 
All of these new realities, these new NORMALS, can seem as 
perilous the restoration to his home community of the man 
possessed by demons.  This is when we hang on to God for dear 
life, knowing God will be with us in whatever the peril might be.  
NORMAL will return, always with God’s help. 
 
Having reflected on the perils and the new realities of the prophet 
Elijah of the man restored to his right mind, may we embrace the 
new NORMALS God chooses to set before us. AMEN. 
 
   


