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SHALL WE DANCE? 
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As a baseball fan, I’ve become familiar with the game’s unique 
vocabulary, with its terms like “pitch out” and “ground rule 
double.”  One term that really intrigues me, though, is players 
calling the Major Leagues “The Dance."  When I hear this term, it 
always strikes me as interesting that such a non-guy term shows 
up in such a guy-oriented game.  Of course, the guys are not 
referring to an artistic dance, like ballet or a glitzy TV production, 
like “So you think you can dance?”  The guys are comparing the 
major league to a social dance, like disco or maybe even ballroom 
dancing. 
 
How exciting and challenging it must be for a minor leaguer to 
move up to “The Dance” as a real, honest-to-goodness major 
league player.  We can’t help but envy the minor leaguers who 
make it to the Dance.  Imagine what it must be like to walk out 
onto the bright green turf of the ballpark for the very first time!  
Wish we could go to The Major League Dance, too. 
 
Actually, there is another kind of dance we can participate in.  This 
dance is not the major leagues or a TV production or a ballet.  This 
dance is the dance our loving God invites each of us into.  This 
dance is the spiritual, life-giving relationship between God and us 
(the people of God) and the people in the world around us. 
 
A couple of weeks ago we celebrated Trinity Sunday when we 
thought about, but certainly did not try to explain, the intimate 
relationship between the three persons of the Trinity—the Father, 
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the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Our thinking can be helped about such 
a Holy Mystery if we can see this intimate relationship as a dance 
involving these three persons.  We can go a step farther, 
understanding that God calls us to join in this spiritual dance with 
the Trinity and with one another.   
 
As we become comfortable with this idea, we discover that, in this 
unique dance into which God calls us, sometimes we are close 
together in comfortable intimacy and sometime we move apart.  
Yet, we are always bound together by the patterns and shape of 
the dance and by the love we share with God and with each other. 
 
Much as we may treasure this image of our participating in 
flowing, graceful dance with God inside of and outside of our faith 
community, we’re still realistic enough to know that not every 
dance, even a spiritual dance, is perfect.  We don’t always “mind 
the music and the step and with dance be handy.”  Feet get tangled 
up, Toes get stepped on.  Today’s lessons show us exactly how the 
dance between God and humanity can go terribly wrong.  What 
has happens to the dance and these dancers we’ve just heard 
about? 
 
The moment we hear the name Jezebel, we know there’s trouble 
ahead.  Jezebel was not a nice person.  She was more than nasty to 
Ahab, her husband who was the King of Samaria; she set out to 
destroy Naboth, a humble vineyard owner who only was trying to 
hold on to his ancestral land; after Naboth had been killed she 
commanded Ahab, who was a very weak King of Samaria, to take 
over Naboth’s vineyard.  Jezebel and husband had not only fouled 
up the spiritual dance between God and humanity, they didn’t 
seem to know such a dance even existed. 
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And then, who does God send to set things right, none other than 
Elijah, THE supreme prophet of the Old Testament? Elijah reveals 
God’s plans for these hapless dancers, predicting Ahab’s end will 
be “dog licking up Ahab’s blood,” Ahab’s being cut off from any 
hope of successors, and the King and his house generally 
experiencing doom and disaster.  Aside: Does this really happen?  
Tune in next Sunday to learn the King and Queen’s fate. 
 
One would think that the people who made up the early church, 
being Jews who knew the Old Testament story of Naboth, Jezebel 
and Ahab, would be especially graceful in the dance between God 
and humanity.  However, the Galatians to whom Paul writes, are 
not dancing poorly in two ways:  first the Galatians believed that 
God’s grace can be earned through works alone. This means that 
faith can be left by the roadside.  Next, as new Christians making 
up the early church, they may have decided, along with some of 
their comrades, one can only become a Christian by first becoming 
a Jew.  Neither faction has much compassion for the other, to say 
no compassion for the Gentiles to whom God is sending them with 
the good news about Jesus. 
 
 
Writing to the Galatians, Paul, in his usual blunt way, goes right to 
the heart of the matter and of the dance, when he says: 

“We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet 
we know that a person is not justified [in his or her 
relationship with God] by works of the Jewish law but through 
faith in Jesus Christ.” 

With these words, Paul encourages his fellow Jews to rejoin the 
dance with God by having faith in Christ.  We know, too, that in 
other of his writings, Paul encourages early Christians to invite 
every person—Jew or Gentile—to participate in the dance.  
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Remembering Paul’s persistence in everything, we know Paul 
made sure those who heard his words took them to heart. 
 
Luke’s Gospel tells us the Pharisee with whom Jesus eats has 
forgotten the dance steps, too.  He has forgotten, that, according 
to Jewish law, God requires that full hospitality must be offered to 
an invited guest, like Jesus, and also to an uninvited guest, like the 
penitent woman seeking forgiveness.  Compassion is no more in 
the Pharisee’s vocabulary than it is in Queen Jezebel’s.  Just as 
Elijah pushes Jezebel and Ahab to correct their steps in the dance, 
so Jesus pushes the Pharisee to correct his steps.   We never learn 
whether the Pharisee comes to understand what Jesus shows him.  
We can only hope so.  
 
Thinking about these examples from scripture of how humans can 
ruin the dance with God, it’s only logical that we take a look at how 
we’re doing in the dance ourselves.   What’s the status of our 
dance with God today?  How are we doing as individuals, as a faith 
community and as a society? Are we successfully “minding the 
music and the step.”  Or, are we getting tangled up and tromping 
on toes? 
 
 As individuals, God calls us to answer this first question by looking 
deep into our hearts, to be quiet so we can hear God’s still, small 
voice.  While we might hear that all is well, we might also hear 
there’s something that needs attention: like a relationship to be 
strengthened or  mended or bad behavior to be cast aside. 
 
As a faith community, we can look to and be gratified by our 
unique parish ministries like The Farm and the Wednesday Lunch 
Program.  In addition, we also can be open to exploring the 
unexpected opportunities God places before us. 
 



 5 

As part of the larger society around us, we can be both realistic 
and optimistic about what our role might be.  Realistic, in knowing 
we can’t solve all of the world’s problems.  Optimistic, in knowing 
we can make a difference by chipping away at systemic problems 
on whatever level we choose. 
 
Our loving God continues to invite us into the same dance, into the 
same relationship, which God invited Jezebel and Ahab, early 
Christians and the Pharisee.  God welcomes us whenever and 
however we enter the dance.  With that in mind, shall we dance?  
AMEN. 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 


