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In just a few short weeks, we will be witnessing the arrival of Fall.  
We will also be witnessing the arrival of Charlie Brown’s annual 
struggle with Lucy and the football.  It happens every year.  Lucy 
offers to hold the football so Charlie Brown can kick it.  The ever-
trusting Charlie Brown is sure that this time Lucy will not pull the 
football at the last second.  Lucy pulls it away—again.  Poor old 
Charlie Brown! 
 
We always sympathize with Charlie Brown every Fall.  There is a 
part of us that says, though, “Geez, won’t he ever learn?  When is 
he gonna learn his lesson from every single year in the past?  When 
is he gonna learn from experience!”  Our sympathy is increased by 
our conviction that we would never be like Charlie Brown.   
 
To folks outside these walls, however, we may seem to be a lot like 
Charlie Brown.  To folks who are not part of the people of God in 
the way we, who are gathered here this morning, are, we may 
seem to be as clueless about issue of trust as Charlie Brown is.  As 
they see it, we people of God seem to trust at the oddest of times 
and in the most difficult situations. 
 
For example, where we may seem especially clueless to others is in 
our Episcopal funeral service.  Our funeral service contains a host 
of important elements: our understandable sadness at the passing 
of a loved one, our joyful celebration of that person’s life, and, 
above all, our sure and certain Christian hope of God’ promise of 
eternal life in Christ.  Paul describes our hope when he writes 
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about “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen.”   
 
Our hope at funerals and, indeed, in our entire spiritual journey, is 
grounded in our experience of God and God in Christ.  We have 
learned from our experience.  We have belief.  We have faith.  We 
have hope for the present and the future. 

 
How do we experience God and God in Christ?  Well, as the song 
from the Sound of Music” says, “Let’s start at the very beginning, a 
very good place to start.”  For us the beginning really is THE 
BEGINNING, when God created the world.  This is not to say, of 
course, that we were present at the creation, but, living now we 
certainly experience God’s ongoing creation every minute of every 
day.  A glance out of any window, whether we live in the city or in 
the country, connects us with God’s creation in all of its variety.  
An awareness of our own bodies, no matter how creaky or cranky 
they may be at times, gives us an intimate, unique view of the 
miracle that is God’s creation of which we are a part.  Physical 
evidence of God’s sustaining hand is everywhere around us. 
   
However, each one of us is much more than just a single part of 
creation, one more prop in a theater set.  As our Prayer Book says, 
“God has blessed us with memory, reason, and skill.”  These gifts 
allow us to experience God, the creation, and each other through 
interactions that make us fully alive and truly human. 
 
Another consequence of our receiving these gifts of memory, 
reason and skill from God is our ability and our longing to be in 
relationship with God and with each other.  We are not a mindless 
flock as we gather for worship each week.  We are a faith 
community.  We take joy in being with each other and with the 
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God who comes to us in Word and Sacrament.  And from the little 
we do know of our God, God takes joy in being among us. 
 
Because we are individuals, each of us experiences our relational, 
loving God in ways that are as varied as we are.  When it comes to 
our relationship with God, one size definitely does not fit all!  We 
may experience God’s presence during quiet times or chaotic 
times or stressful times or the most totally boring times.  In short, 
as scripture teaches us again and again, God may show up when 
we least expect it.   
 
Perhaps the most unexpected of God’s appearances in all of 
history was God’s coming into the world as a baby born of peasant 
parents in a stable in Bethlehem.  Even the shepherds and wise 
men probably thought to themselves, “THIS BABY IS THE MESSIAH?  
You must be joking!” Our loving God probably would have smiled 
at their stunned reaction to this news. 
 
Jesus’ own experience of human “every day-ness” brings a depth 
to his actions and words that make them real and true for us in our 
own time.  His final actions—his death and resurrection—bring us 
a promise and a hope that are foundation of our faith and trust in 
God.  Jesus rescues us from clueless-ness in every way imaginable. 
 
Paul certainly understood the significance of Jesus’ rescuing us 
when he wrote: 

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.  Indeed, by faith our ancestors 
[Abraham and Moses] received approval.  By faith we 
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of 
God.” 

Jesus himself strengthens our faith as the people of God when he 
says: 
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“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s pleasure to 
give you the kingdom.” 
 

May we remember these words this Fall when we once again 
witness good old Charlie Brown’s struggle with Lucy and the 
football.  May we rejoice that we are not clueless cartoon 
characters or hapless sheep. We are God’s people whose faith and 
hope and trust are firmly grounded in God and in Jesus Christ.  
AMEN. 


