


Dearly beloved, 

Soon, we will enter Advent together. Advent is a dry, dark, and cold 
season of the Spirit. Like Lent, it has traditionally been a penitential 
season and a season of preparation, but Advent is different from Lent. 
In Advent, the accent is on hope and expectation. God is about to do 
something new, and, once it happens, we can never be the same. 

On the four Sundays of Advent, the children of our parish will be taking 
on a new part in the liturgy. At the offertory, they will bring up some 
straw and place it in a manger to prepare for the baby Jesus. (At the 
early service on Christmas Eve, they will place the baby in the manger.) 
May this be to us, as it will be for them, a sign of our community's 
preparation for the coming of God's holy Child. It would be helpful if 
we could think of similar ways to mark the themes of waiting and 
preparation in our own homes, lest Advent be overwhelmed by 
Christmas. The two seasons belong together. Four weeks of 
preparation lead to twelve days of joyful fulfillment. Even our 
preparations may be suffused with joy. Advent is an indispensable 
season of preparation for the Messiah, who fulfills the longing of every 
heart. As a favorite Christmas carol has it, "let every heart prepare him 
room." 

But Jesus does not merely fulfill the desires of our hearts. He is also the 
"rod of Jesse," "the desire of the nations," and the "Prince of Peace." 
The Child we await changes the world and the course of history. 

As we journey toward Bethlehem together, we do well to remember that 
Bethlehem means "house of bread." What we will find at the end of 
our Advent journey is the living Bread, who gives life to the world. He 
is the same Bread, who comes to us week by week and day by day in the 
Eucharist. Even at the darkest moments of our life's journey, we can 
find this Bread, who was anticipated in salvation history by the manna 
with which God fed the children of Israel in the desert. 

In the dry, dark, and cold seasons of the Spirit, God sometimes seems 
absent, even painfully so. For many of us, the holidays can be a very 
difficult time, as we remember absent loved ones and unfulfilled hopes 
and dreams. For Christians, even the apparent absences of God can 
become paradoxical signs of the loving Presence who will not let us go. 
In Advent, as in Lent, we can rediscover the desert experience of the 
ancient mothers and fathers of the monastic tradition. The desert is a 
lonely place and a place of temptation, but it is also the site of the 



primitive encounter with God. Our God is a God who brings us "out of 
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life." 

Ruminating on another journey toward Bethlehem, T. S. Eliot speaks in 
the voice of one of the Three Kings: 

All this was a long time ago, I remember, 
And I would do it again, but set down 
This set down 
This: were we led all that way for 
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly, 
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death, 
But had thought they were different; this Birth was 
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death. 
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms, 
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation, 
With an alien people clutching their gods. 
I should be glad of another death. 

As we make our Advent pilgrimage this year, may we find ourselves no 
longer at ease with the ways things are and with the ways (so we've 
been told) they must be. May we set aside false gods and their empty 
promises and embrace instead the Bread of Life. May we discover and 
rediscover our Savior, who shepherds us through the wilderness, out of 
death into life. 

The living God is about to do something wonderful. Let every heart 
make room. 

In the hope and joy of Jesus, 

For many of us, the holidays bring up pastoral concerns. I am available 
for any needs you may have, even those seem "minor." If it is 
bothering you, it is not minor. If you are in need of pastoral care at any 
time of year, please call the Church office at 593-6877 to make an 
appointment. In emergencies I can be reached at home (592-1436) or on 
my cell phone (590-71 06). Anyone who is not able to attend services on 
Christmas Eve may call the parish office to arrange for a visit with home 
communion. I regularly visit those who are shut in, and this is an 

e ministry of a parish priest. 












