


M E  BISHOP'S VISITATION: 
THE SYMBOL 6 REALITYOF OUR ONENESS 

lgnatius, second century Bishop of Antioch, in a letter written on his 
journey to Rome and martyrdom, wrote. "Where the Bishop is, there is the 
Church." 

Over my years of ordained ministry I have come more and more to 
appreciate the depth of this statement. In a time of self-serving sporls and other 
media superstars such a statement might easily elicit a response such as, "What 
an egotistical thing to say!" But 1 think lgnatius is saying much more than 
meets the eye. The statement is not about him personally. It is about the 
significance of the Bishop as the center of the life of the church as a community 
and organization. 

"Center" is the important word here. The center is that through and by 
which the church as a "body" with all of its parts is linked and holds together. If 
the Bishop, as center. is not clear of the purpose and direction of the body as a 
whole and does not maintain the relationships necessaty to live out that vision, 
then it is likely that the various parts of the body will simply "do their own 
things," bringing confusion and conflict to the body. The Diocese will then look 
to the outsider as a body in disarray, something like "a chicken with its head 
off." The Bishop is the ncccssary "head" the "Vicar of Christ" (who is the real 
"head") who regulates the activity of the body. 

This same "organizational" principle is carried out throughout the Body of 
Christ, including. of course, the Parish. In the Parish the center is the Rector, 
Wardens, and Vcsby. Key to the daily operation of the Parish, its "regulation," 
is tbe Rector and Wardens. They, like the Bishop of a Diocese, arc to be clear 
about the congregation's purpose, vision, and goals. They are to attend to the 
relationships in the congregation and make decisions "in the field of play" that 
assist the body in being what it is "called" to be. If the "center holds" then the 
body also will "hold." 

With the May 2nd visitation of Bishop Price to Good Shepherd we will hear 
him preach and participate in making Eucharist as he presides. We will build 
relationships with new Episcopalians whom the Bishop Confirms or Receives: 
Todd Bastin, Pat Beamish. Richard. Dana, and Ilona Carlson, Dick Dean, an4  
Quentin Derryberry. And we will hold up and celebrate one of the first 
principles of our community: the health and well-being that comes to the Body 
of Christ when there is "'strength at the center." 

Michael Vupin, 
9nterim priest 
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Senior Warden Comments. . . 
Down over the hill from our house we have a sea of Virginia 

bluebells that amaze and delight us each year. The shades of blushing 
pink and iris blue that the bluebells display is strong evidence of the 
artist at work. It's a big deal to be one of the first ones in the family to 
spy the beginnings of the bluebells and their blossoming pmcess. 

Many years ago, when our son Carl was in kindergarten, he hiked 
down into the woods and dug up his favorite kind of spring flowers and 
brought them back to plant beside the house. (As an aside, bloodroot 
was a favorite for all the Ortrnan kids because the stems bleed blood" 
when the plant is picked which can then be brushed across ones skin for 
a dramatic effect.) We applauded his efforts, smiled, and then explained 
(in that not-so-subtle way that parents have) how wild flowers don't like 
to be moved. We wanted to let him down gently so that when he 
discovered their limp, liteless bodies along our house he would not be 
so disappointed. He was not swayed by our counsel. He dug little 
holes, poured in water like Grandpa Carl had shown him and his brother 
and sister when they helped plant the annuals at Grandma and 
Grandpa's farm, gently placed the plants in their new beds, and covered 
the roots. 

Not only did the bloodroot thrive, it came up the next year to display 
its exotic white flowers. The family began to follow his lead and 
transplanted other wild flowers of our woods to the flowerbeds by the 
house: spiderwort, violets, wild geraniums, and Virginia bluebells. 
These are the harbingers of our springtime on Peach Ridge. 

I do not think of new members of Good Shepherd as wild flowers. 
However. I do think of how we cannot always be experts on who will 
thrive where, just as John and I were not experts about where 
wildflowers like to be. We welcome, encourage. baptized. and confirm. 
We. Episcopalians, have maps and guidebooks to share: the Bible, the 
Book of Common Prayer, our Hymnal. We move over, make a spot for 
someone to grow and to become. We can help provide the opportunity 
for others to Low ~hrist.  

ty Ortman 
Senior Warden 



S o t e ~  from the 
Brgan %encb 

For the season of Eastertide, we have chosen to use music from 
Wonder, Love, and Praise. The places in the liturgy that will remain the 
same throughout this season are the hymn of praise, WLAP 738, the 
Alleluia and Verse with the verse sung by a cantor after the Epistle, the 
Sanctus and me fraction anthem. From the Leader's guide to Wonder, 
Love, and Praise comes the following informati about each of these. 

1. WLAP - 'Day of DeligW 
"This delightful dancing text was written especially for the Italian 
composer Giovanni Gastoldi's (1556-1622) tune 'In dir ist Freude" 
(In Thee is Gladness). From prophecy to Revelation, from the 
Psalter to John's Gospel. Sr. Delores Dufner has garnered a 
plethora of resunection images that sing to the totality of Easteftide." 

2. WLAP 848 -"Alleluia and Verses for Eastertide" 
"The Easter triumph over death, hell and sin calls for music of a 
more extroverted nature. and, as a trombonist I know. 'There's 
nothing like baroque in D for that!' Melchior Vulpius's exhilarating 
tune "Gelobt sei Gott" has been slow to come into our hymnody, 
despite its popularity in England and Canada. More Hymns and 
Spiritual Songs (1971) was its first appearance in an Episcopal 
hymnal, but it has steadily won admirers since then. It was an 
obvious choice for the Hymnal 1982, where it is paired at 205 with 
"Good Christian. All. Rejoice and Singl" - an attered version ol the 
text Cyril Allington wrote specially for it in the 1931 English hymnal. 
Songs of Praise. Out of a desire to contrast the victorious nature of 
the refrain. I coupled it with one of the more interesting versions of 
Tone 5 )an ancient chant tone, which has not only the spice of the 
raised fourth, but also a delicious two-note lingering on the final 
syllable." Note: the 'I" here refers to the arranger and editor of 
WLAP - John L. Hooker. 

WLAP 853 - Sanctus (Holy, holy, holy) 
'John Karl Hirten, organist - Choirmaster of St. Stephen's 
Belvedere. California, is the only composer represented in this 
hymnal with a complete Eucharistic setting (Trisagion, Gloria, 
Sanctus. Memorial Acclamation, Great Amen and Agnus Dei). Of 
his five complete Eucharistic settings, this contains the simplest, 
most direct music, hence its name "Missa Simplex." Certainly that is 
true of the vocal line: it has the admirable virtue of sirnplictty, without 
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being simplistic ... Of all the movements of his 'Missa Simplex", the 
Sanctus is the most rhythmic. which is to say that it is the only one 
written in a consistent meter. Following many excellent prototypes. 
such as Benjamin Britten's Sanctus in his 'Missa Brevis" Hirten 
makes this a carillon; well before the optional handbells enter, the 
right hand of the accompaniment peals forth an introduction." By 
the end of this season we should be able to add handbells. 

4. WLAP 866 - Fracti i  Anthem: Christ our Passover 
This was, literally. an eleventh-hour inclusion. The Hymnal 
Committee had met January 30th through February I", 1997, to 
conclude the selection of materials for this book. Because the Feast 
of the Presentation fell on that Sunday, some had already left New 
Yo*. Fortunately, a majority of the committee were together for the 
11:15 sewice in Trinity Church, Wall Street; during that Eucharist. 
this Fraction Anthem, which had been commissioned by Trinity 
Church from its Director of Music, Owen Burdick, was first sung the 
same though came to us all. 'Surely we have mom for one more!' 

The charm of the piece is its simplicity. ... Palt of its charming 
simplicity is the way the momentum builds during the triple Alleluia 
opening so that the proclamation of the verse (Christ our Passover 
is sacrificed for us) emerges as a clear statement of the faith that we 
do, indeed, show forth Christ's death until he comes again (1 
Corinthians 11 :26). 

I Health Fair 

Ann Rathbun's Community Health Educati i  dam will hdd a 
Health Fair on Sunday. May 23m, in Nehls Hall fdlowing the 
1030 a.m. worship service. Everyone is invited to stop by and 
talk with the studenta at the different d i iays.  Any questions 
may be dire&& to Ann Rathbun or Jane Ergood. I 
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View from 
the Terrace 

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if 
anything is excellent or praisewodhy - think about such things. 
Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me 
- put it in to practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 
(Philippians 4: 8-9) 

Over the past couple of weeks the name of Colonel John Lucas has 
appeared on our prayer list. The name seemed familiar to me, and 
being relatively new to Good Shepherd (though not relatively new 
myself) I asked some veteran Good Shepherd folks about Col. Lucas 
and the universal responses were lit up faces with the words "very 
nice" ..." friendly" ... 'good to family and friends" ..." loved 
Athens" ..." unassuming" ... words to that effect. Can this be that no one 
disliked him? Later upon seeing Col. Lucas's picture things jelled -"Oh 
yes, he was a nice guy." 

In light of all this; the admiration of his Good Shepherd friends. the 
information provided by Mrs. Lucas (Cherrye) in connection with the 
memorial service and interment of her husband at Arlington National 
Cemetery, supplemented with some research at the University Archives; 
there is no doubt Col. John Lucas's story should be told in the Good 
News. The majority of the Good Shepherd community does not know 
about Col. Lucas. (An obituary will appear locally, but not before this 
month's Good News deadline.) 

The above is one of the favorite scripture passages of Col. Lucas 
read at his memorial service. Repeating Paul's line - 'Whatever you 
have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me - put it in to 
practice."- with no doubt Col. John Lucas's life of quiet commitment 
and service illustrates this passage in practice. 

Commitment - First, consider that the Lucas's marriage Survived 63 
years through thick and thin,. 

Service -John Lucas served in World War II with the 91" Infantry 
Division in their fight through North Africa and Italy and served active 
duty again in Korea. He earned numerous awards including the Purple 
Heart. After the Korean War he served in staff positions in Europe with 
his family. 

Page 5 



Teacher - In 1959 the family returned to the United States. Col. 
Lucas was assigned to Ohio University as Professor of Military Science 
(ROTC). They loved Athens, purchased a hilltop home, and have 
remained associated with Athens since. In the University newspaper 
THE POST (Oct. 5. 1962) in an article on leadership, then Lt. Col. Lucas 
writes "there is no such thing as a 'born leader', instead leadership is an 
art which can be acquired, developed, and practiced ..." and he goes on 
describing the attributes and requisites of good leadership in various 
contexts, but notes that in the military setting" ... these can be reduced to 
two basic responsibilities: the accomplishment of a mission and the 
welfare of those under the leader." 

Col. Lucas retired from active duty in January 1966 after 28 years. 
In December 1967 he earned a Masters of Education degree from Ohio 
University. (I was just starting my library career, and these 'second 
career" graduate students with their humor, maturity, and enthusiasm 
brightened our days.) 

More service - The family moved to Columbus, John taking a 
position with the Ohio State Alumni Association. He was also Assistant 
State Veterans Employment Representative and traveled the state on 
behalf of veterans. To veterans Col. Lucas, not the usual government 
bureaucrat, was know for his genuine concern over "lip service." After 
his second retirement he continued to work for the welfare of veterans. 

Over the years the Lucas's have maintained their home in Athens as 
a retreat. When in the area. Col. Lucas continued his work on behalf of 
the Chamber of Commerce, etc. They have maintained Good Shepherd 
connections and have always regarded it as "their" church no matter 
where they lived. In recent years their main home has been in 
Annapolis closer to children, grandchildren and veteran facilities. 

Col. John Lucas was able to witness the admirable, and then 
practice the admirable, giving so much to so many. With thanksgiving, 
we ask 

%st eternalgrant to  him 0 Lord 

andht liihtperpetualsfiine upon him." 

Ted Foster, 
Newsletter Editor 
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News from 
the Pews 

Daa Daa Rlffe joins Geoff Buckley and Betty Hollow among 
recent Good Shepherd authors. She has co-authored A Philosophy of 
Community Ohio University in the Ping Years with former president 
Charles Ping, an ordained Presbyterian minister and professor of 
philosophy. 

John Ortrnan has added musical pertonnance to his maple syrup 
making skills. If you couldn't see him in the recent news photo of the 
Bob (not the Judge) Stewaft band. don't visit him for an eye exam. It 
was the lighting for the photo. not your eyes. 

Hellos and good-byes: Bon voyage to Ellnbeth and Bill Shepherd, 
who have returned to England. Many thanks to them for their 
contributions to the choir as well as the Sunday school program. 
Speaking of the choir, welcome back from the orange juice state to Don 
Fnzkr and Joanne Worstall. 

Back safely from a writer's workshop in Oxford. Mississippi, and an 
Arntrak trip to New Orleans, and a boat ride up the Mississippi and Ohio 
Riven, h r n h  Tevls. Ann Charles-Watts recently attended a Habitat 
for Humanity Conference in Texas. Reid Slnclalr crossed the 
Mississippi several times h e  thinks) by air to visit daughter. bather. 
and granddaughter Maddk in El Paso. 

Margaret Topplng continues to coordinate the penistent efforts to 
bring a retirement community to Athens. Looks like progress is being 
made. 

Our condolences to Cherrye Lucas and family. Word has come of 
Ret. Cd. John Lucas' passing - he was ROTC faculty here in the late 
sixties and beyond. John and Cherrye always tried to make services 
when they were back to check on the house and tree farm. 

Congratulations to Kate Ortrnan on her engagement and 
approaching marriage to B. J. Cotblll. 

Rmid Sinclair,  
Roving Raportor 
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