
Fourth Sunday
of Easter

(Good Shepherd Sunday) 
8 May 2022

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world.

Today's printed Order of Worship

The Lessons

Lessons for the Fourth Sunday of Easter (Good Shepherd Sunday): Acts of the
Apostles: 9: 36-43; Psalm 23 (SUNG); Revelation to John: 7: 9-17; John 10: 22-30

https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear
his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who,
with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Gospel

John 10:22-30

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in
Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was walking in the
temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered
around him and said to him, "How long will you keep us in
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly." Jesus
answered, "I have told you, and you do not believe. The

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/OrderOfWorship.pdf
https://www.lectionarypage.net/


works that I do in my Father's name testify to me; but you do not believe, because you
do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I
give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand.
What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the
Father's hand. The Father and I are one."

The Sermon

Tell it Plainly

Sometimes, we just want to be told plainly, like the religious leaders in today’s Gospel.
Sometimes we get tired of trying to figure out complex metaphors, symbolism, opinions,
theories, and stories and just want the simple version. Even the modern church
sometimes wants simple, plain, information.

           In an effort to get some of this information, the Episcopal Church recently
commissioned a national poll called Jesus in America that asked Americans their
thoughts on a variety of topics including the role of religion in the divisions in our country,
the impact of the pandemic on faith and church attendance, and the importance of Jesus
in society. The results of this poll were published in March. Some of the results were not
surprising. For example, the pandemic has had a negative impact on church attendance
in all denominations in our country. More Americans say they prefer watching church
services on-line and feel closer to God when outside in nature than inside a church
building. This information confirms what churches of all denominations are reporting.

           Interestingly, most people polled said Jesus is important and has a positive impact
on society. One result that caught the attention of our Presiding Bishop, the Most Rev.
Michael Curry is the difference between how Christians think about ourselves and how
we are perceived by non-Christians. To tell it plainly, according to the poll, Christians see
ourselves as generous, kind, respectful, compassionate, loving, and friendly. But non-
Christians say the opposite is true and associated Christians and the church with
hypocrisy, judgmentalism, and arrogance.

           I have to say that after many conversations listening to many kinds of people
some who identify as Christian and some who do not, I have heard much the same. It
can be easy to despair when we hear something like this. Or deny it outright. Being told
something plainly does not mean it is easy to hear.

           But our Presiding Bishop says we don’t have to feel bad. We can be curious and
use this information as it was intended: to inform our lives, our ministries, and to practice
that stuff we preach; forgiveness, compassion, kindness, and understanding. We can let
our lives and our work be our response.

It sounds like our Presiding Bishop may have been thinking about today’s Gospel when
he talked about letting the ministry and work be our response. On Good Shepherd
Sunday, we might expect a different gospel reading; one where Jesus says plainly that
he is the Good Shepherd, who loves and cares for his sheep. But we didn’t get anything

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/jesus-in-america/


that direct or comforting this morning. Instead, we got Jesus responding to the religious
leaders’ request for plain information by saying his work, in other words his ministry,
speaks for itself. And it is this work that points to Jesus as the Good Shepherd.

The image of the Messiah as good shepherd appears frequently in the Old Testament.
One of the most well-known references is the psalm we sang today, Psalm 23. This
psalm is frequently read or sung at funerals and is the theme song of the popular BBC
television series about a priest in a small rural community The Vicar of Dibley. Which is
appropriate, because Psalm 23 is a poem about following the Good Shepherd all the
days of one’s life. It speaks of listening to and trusting God, going where God calls us,
not where someone else tells us to go. It speaks of sitting at the table God sets, not the
tables of greed, power, or prestige where you find kings, politicians, or billionaires. When
we look at the life and ministry of Jesus, he shows both the obedience of one who
follows God and who guides those who listen to him to those places of green pastures,
and cool, clear, still water. The works of Jesus liberated people from oppression of
illness, want, estrangement and restored them to their families and communities and to
God. All the things that feel as refreshing and renewing as those green pastures and
clear water. Jesus sets a table in all the circumstances and seasons of life, the one we
are invited to every time we celebrate the Holy Eucharist, or Holy Communion.

Jesus’ words about recognizing him by his works can be applied to churches too, like the
Presiding Bishop is encouraging us to do. We see this in our first reading this morning
from the book of the Acts of the Apostles. This book was written long before the word
“church” was used to describe communities of people who follow Jesus. But we don’t
need the word to recognize it. All we have to do is look at the work of its leader, a
disciple named Tabitha, or Dorcas, depending on which language you prefer. That she
had two names could speak to her importance or might indicate she led a diverse group
of people and of course it could be both. Widows are mentioned as being part of the
community. It was common practice of the early church to take in those who had no
home like women whose husbands had died. One of the hallmarks of the early church
was that it included women in membership and leadership, like we see in today’s
reading.

We heard when Peter learned of the work of Tabitha’s church -which including making
clothing – this makes me think of our prayer shawl knitting ministry who even though
they have fewer members have not stopped making prayer shawls, as the bags of
beautiful prayer shawls in my office give testament - and Tabitha’s role in her church, he
didn’t perform a funeral. Which was most likely what they expected by laying her body in
the upper room, where worship services took place in those early house churches.
Instead, he prayed and restored her to life. Not so she could go back to making clothing.
Work in the sense Jesus was talking about is not production, or making things, or
producing an income. Work in the sense Jesus meant was listening to him by creating
ways for people to experience the love of God in Christ. For our prayer shawl knitters,
that work is creating beautiful prayer shawls to give away to people for all kinds of
reasons: comfort during difficult times, to celebrate graduations, confirmations, baptisms,
reception into the church, and other major life events, and sometimes just to show they
thought of someone, all of which are signs of God’s love, which is good work. For
Tabitha it was leading a church community that was inclusive of diversity and meeting
the needs of the community that she could, most likely with the help of the members of
her church. Her restoration of life was about renewing the church she led.

Tabitha’s church can be an inspiration for us here at Church of the Good Shepherd as
we hear plainly the results of the Jesus in America poll and listen to how Jesus, our
Good Shepherd is calling us to respond. Since the poll indicated people feel closer to



God outside, it is fortunate we have a lovely church yard and front porch where we can
occasionally have worship services. The pandemic helped open our eyes to see these
resources as more than just something to take care of, but as sacred ground where we
can meet people where they are. When I sit outside on the porch for office hours, I often
see people stop and take one of the free face masks we offer. We’ve given away over
3000 masks now. And when they see me, most of the people thank me, not just for the
mask, but for being here. And they don’t mean just me, they mean this parish. I have
seen people of all ages park across the street and walk over to the COVID memorial in
our yard. They take pictures of it. They spend a little time. And if they see me, they say
thank you. For providing a safe place to express grief, to acknowledge the plain truth that
we have lost almost one million Americans to the Covid-19 virus, and there are so few
places that give people permission to acknowledge their grief, which is how healing
begins. These are works that show people we are more than another building they walk
by on their way to somewhere else and to us, they are more than passersby, they are
beloved children of God.

We can be curious and learn more about how to enhance our on-line presence. We have
gained new members who came to us because of the videos we posted on our YouTube
channel and the links to recorded music on our website. Learning this, why wouldn’t we
explore how we can build on what we’ve done to more deeply engage people who are
watching? Perhaps our Good Shepherd is calling us to such a place.

We are a community of people like Tabitha, like Peter, who have our flaws, we are not
perfect. Sometimes we fall short of meeting expectations, sometimes we are too scared
to hear the Good Shepherd, and judge without knowing more about a person or situation.
But sometimes we confess our short fallings and forgive. Sometimes we are brave
enough to be curious and learn what we need to grow closer to Jesus.

So, let me tell you plainly, on this Good Shepherd Sunday, how grateful I am for all of
you, and I am so proud of the work we call ministry we are doing together. Sometimes
we have had to change that work and adapt to the changes in our community, but our
work still strives to embody God’s deep abiding love and makes that love accessible to
people of all walks of life. As we continue to grow, I know that work will continue because
it is essential to our faith, to following the Good Shepherd all the days of our life.
 

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, the Fourth Sunday of Easter, May 8, 2022
Here is a link to a poll Mother Deborah talks about in the sermon.

Jesus in America

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus.. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially the people of Ukraine, and all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We
pray for Joe our President, Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the
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Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, and Rev. David
McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. We pray for our
friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:   Belle, Bill S., Bud and Carol, Chris
L., Elena, Gloria R., Gordon, Jan S, Lacey, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Bill, Annie and
Kathleen, Tommy, Jeannet Barratt, Danny Cain, Douglas Campbell, Zelma Coleman,
Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis Davies, Dick Dean and Phyllis Dean, Richard DeNune, Caryl
Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jim Greer Jennifer Hall,
Debbie Hunsberger, Nancy and Bob Jackson, Peter Kachenko and family, Julie Nehls,
Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien, Dale Paul, Dan and Nancy Reedy, Ann Shelly, Michael
Vaughn, Sandy White, Patti Williams, Zita Zolpys, and we pray for all who care for them.
**

Birthdays:   Amelia Dygas (5/1), Lois Wagner (5/5), Margaret Kennedy Dygas (5/5),
Therese Lackey (5/6), Anne Braxton (5/7)

For the Deceased: John Roach

** Full names are normally not published online but since the prayer list is not printed for the in-house
10:30 service, we will publish full names unless requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added
to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or
grahammowery@aol.com.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

Washington D C -- there's much to explore at the the National Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Calendar

Coming Up:

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Wednesday, May 11, 9:30 a.ma - - Prayer Shawl Meeting, Julie's

Sunday, May 15, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist (discretionary Sunday)

Thursday, May 19, 7:00 p.m. - - Vestry Meeting, ZOOM

Sunday, May 22, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist

Wednesday, May 25, 9:30 a.ma - - Prayer Shawl Meeting, Julie's

Sunday, May 29, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist 

During May CrossRoads Café is open Sundays after the church service.

Notes & Announcements

The 4th Sunday of the Easter Season
is often called Good Shepherd
Sunday because the readings and
collect share the theme of Jesus the
Good Shepherd. Since we are the
Church of the Good Shepherd, this
Sunday is the closest we get to
having a patron saint like parishes
named for saints. This icon ('The
Good Shepherd') was written in 2019
by iconographer and friend of the

In 2021 Kelly Latimore unveiled 'The
Good Shepherdess' on his Facebook
site which was commissioned by a
mother for her Daughter.

At the time Kelly wrote: "This Icon is
for the Priests, spiritual directors,
counselors, elders, deacons, nuns,
God-parents, Mothers, and Sisters; it
is for all of the women who have
guided me on my journey."



parish Kelly Latimore. And as we
know it hangs on the wall in the
sanctuary next to the pulpit.

Since today is also Mothers' Day this
seems appropriate to share as well.

UPDATING PRAYER LIST:  The prayer list will be updated for
Pentecost (June 5, 2022). If there are names that should remain on the prayer
list, please let me know by May 30; otherwise, the name will be removed from
the prayer list. If you have names that need to be added the prayer list, please
let me know.

Lynn Graham, 593-5098 (grahammowery@aol.com). 

May 10-12 Days of Rest

An old joke: Two people from two different churches were talking. The first one said, “My
priest never takes a day off because he says the devil never takes a day off.” The second
person responded by saying, “Your priest needs to follow a different role model.”

A few months ago, Bishop Smith sent out an announcement stating he has noticed the
clergy and lay leaders of the diocese are showing signs of exhaustion. The many
changes to our communities, world, families, and parishes from the pandemic and other
major changes in society are taking a toll. In an effort to promote mental and spiritual
health, the Bishop’s announcement included the directive that all clergy leading parishes
should take three to five days of rest before June.

Besides being one of the 7 Ways of Love, we need to remember when God made the
world and everything in it, God was not finished with creation until God rested on the
seventh day. The Bible does not give us details on what that looked like, only that God
did not produce anything that day. The inclusion of rest in that story means rest is
important; it is an important part of God and because we are made in God’s image, it is
part of what connects us to God. Theologians remind us not resting is to refuse to be
what God made us, which is sinful. If we look to Jesus, there are multiple times in his
earthly ministry when he went away from his work to rest and pray, and when he was
found napping or resting.

The purpose of the days of rest are for the clergy to step out of their daily routine and
spend that time reconnecting with God. This is not additional vacation time. Nor it is sick
days. It is cessation from work with the explicit intention of resting in God’s love.

Mother Deborah will be taking her days of rest May 10-12.

What will she be doing during this time? There are certain to be plenty of walks, prayers,
reading, writing, sitting outside by their new firepit, and other activities that help her find
rest. Like Jesus, she might even take a nap. Or two.

This type of observation and direction is unusual for bishops. It speaks to Bishop Smith’s

https://kellylatimoreicons.com/
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care for all of us, clergy and lay people. Please don’t expect Mother Deborah to respond
to emails, phone calls, or text messages during this time. Emergencies can be directed to
our senior warden Alex Buckley. While Mother Deborah is resting, we can rest in each
other and God’s love. 

Front Yard Landscape Project

The rock garden at CHOGS is coming along nicely. The final piece is to put crushed
stone between the rock boarders and around the juniper plantings. So far, this project
has been paid for by a donation from the Pat Grean legacy and by a couple of
anonymous donors. We need another $500 in donations to finish. Please consider
helping us get this project finished up.  Contact Dana (740-590-8800) or Barb at the
church office (740-593-6877).

A big THANK YOU to those who have helped on this project: Ted, Gregory, David,
Michael W, Sharon, Michael L, Alex, Geoff, and Owen.

Donations Requested to
Update Covid Memorial

As we approach 1 million Americans who have died
from Covid-19, we need to update our memorial by
adding additional archways. Each archway represents
100,000 people who have died. We need to add three
archways to the existing memorial. 

We are one of the few places to offer public space to acknowledge loss and grief from
the pandemic, which is one of the important steps to healing. A donation to update the
memorial will help us continue to be a place of healing and shows our neighbors we
value them and any loss they may be grieving.



We estimate the cost to update the memorial will be at least $300-$500. Any amount you
can share will be received with gratitude.

Thank you!

Supporting Humanitarian
Response to the Crisis in

Ukraine

Episcopal Relief & Development
(Click above link for more.)

As noted previously, our electric efficiency project grant was approved by the DSO
creation care committee and this week the electrical contractor has been working on the
project. Hope his insurance is up to date.

https://www.episcopalrelief.org/press-resources/press-releases/2022-press-releases/supporting-humanitarian-response-to-the-crisis-in-ukraine/
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/press-resources/press-releases/2022-press-releases/supporting-humanitarian-response-to-the-crisis-in-ukraine/
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/press-resources/press-releases/2022-press-releases/supporting-humanitarian-response-to-the-crisis-in-ukraine/


Some wore pink today in honor of Mothers Day including Eleanor and Mother
Deborah. Note these 'yin and yang' twins.



Contacts, Information

Quick Links Pandemic Notes:



Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning
to in-person worship

As of August 5 the Diocese COVID
Guidelines request all persons wear masks

inside the church building regardless of
vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

CrossRoads Café is only open Sundays
after the service until the news school year.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Dana Carlson, Junior Warden,
at 740-664-2022 or by e-mail at
carlsondana@hotmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/


64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701
740-593-6877 

chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/

