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10:30 a.m. Service
Order of Worship
Holy Eucharist Rite II-A
Celebrant: Rev. Deborah Woolsey
Lector: David McCoy
Prayer Leader: Allyn Reilly
Eucharistic Minister: Sharon Huge
Altar Guild: Lynn Graham

LESSONS for the First Sunday in Lent: Deuteronomy 26: 1-11; Psalm 91: 1-2, 9-16;
Romans 10: 8b-13, Luke 4: 1-13.

https://www.lectionarypage.net

Ashes To Go Reflection

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/OrderOfWorship.pdf
https://www.lectionarypage.net/


The sunny, warm weather on Ash
Wednesday made the return to
Ashes to Go was especially
welcoming for me. Although we
made changes to Ashes to Go (it
was just me only out for an hour
and there are fewer people on
campus) we had about the same
amount of people request
imposition of ashes. There were
more church members than before,
which makes sense as the
pandemic is not quite over yet, and
some want to remain
understandably cautious.

The noticeable change for me was
how few passersby stopped to ask
what Ash Wednesday is, a hallmark
of Ashes to Go in years past. This
year most people intentionally came
for the ashes. There were still
moments when a person’s eyes
welled with tears, or a breath of
“Amen” like relief was exhaled. I’ll
remember forever being serenaded

by a bit of a Ukrainian drinking song in the native language; the chorus translates
something like “drink or not from the crystal liquid, we will all die.” The best “church” ever.

This year it seems our neighbors who pass us by trust us. They are aware of our
presence and seem to see it as positive. A few passersby thanked me for providing face
masks. I got a sense that we are seen as being with our neighbors, not just here for their
benefit or ours.

Ashes to Go is one of my favorite church practices because it is the Church going out
into the midst of our neighborhood not as morally superior to our neighbors, not offering
them anything, but showing we are all one – despite the many ways we try to use our
differences to divide our society. We are with them in that we are all going to die, we all
fall short of loving God and our neighbors, and yet, God loves us with such deep loyalty
God will not leave us or throw us away, not even in death. In my opinion it is one of the
best things we can do as a Church because it shows a solidarity that is Christ-like.
Through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection he showed God loves humanity so much
God chooses to be with us, God chooses solidarity with us, even when we are at our
worst. Which means we can choose forgiveness; to receive it, give it, and turn to living
the way of love.

As another Lent begins, perhaps there is wisdom in this observation about how we can
live in the new phase of the pandemic that seems to (hopefully) be on the horizon,
reconciling ourselves to each other to do a better job of loving than we did before the
pandemic.

Many Blessings,



Mother Deborah

Reflective Conversation with our Neighbors

What Do You Want Forgiven?

The new question posed on our mirrored sign gets to the heart of Lent: the need to
confess, to face our faults, failings, sins, not as a form of punishment but as an act of
love. While it seems counter intuitive, love does acknowledge how we fall short to ask for
and hopefully receive forgiveness. Such is the way of renewal and turning or returning to
God.

Whether or not you write a
response on the sign; What
do you want forgiven? is a
good question to begin the
season of Lent.

Not as a form of punishment,
not to make you feel bad
about yourself. Instead, the
invitation is intended to help
you to consider what have
you separated yourself from
that it could be time to return
to.

Be open and honest and
gentle with yourself with this
question, and let your
response help you turn or
return to God and the renewal
forgiveness brings.

Lent in the Time of the Pandemic

A letter from Bishop Smith, DSO, March 1, 2022

When I was a young priest and living in Western Michigan,
I was no stranger to the monks at St. Gregory’s
Abbey, near the town of Three Rivers and about an hour
away from where I lived. The community became a
frequent source of refuge and retreat for me. I happened to

https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/lent-in-the-time-of-the-pandemic/


have been there during Lent one year, and one of the
monks remarked that not a lot changes during Lent at the
monastery in terms of “giving up.” The monks, he said,
already live a life of restraint and modesty all the time, and
there isn’t much to cut back for the sake of one
season. The observance of a good and holy Lent has to
take on other aspects in that setting.

The Diocese of Missouri had a long-standing partnership
with a diocese in South Sudan, where the people’s
livelihood depends almost entirely on subsistence farming.
The clergy themselves farm in order to make a living, and

that living is always contingent on timely rains and good growing conditions. The cash
economy is negligible; people grow their food, or they starve. I remember one old and
venerable priest who was cutting back on the amount of food that she ate, and for a
long time, so her granddaughter would have adequate nourishment to nurse her
baby. So close to the margins was life in South Sudan’s region of Equatoria. Lent
necessarily looks different in such a setting.

Most of us are neither monastics (though I do see you, dear sisters of the Community of
the Transfiguration) nor subsistence farmers in a marginal land. But the whole Church
has something to learn from witnesses like these.

This spring marks the third Lent during the time of the pandemic. Most people whom I
know fluctuate from weariness, to fear, to being on edge. Perhaps there are practices of
a good and holy Lent which might help us find some relief from these very things which
ail us. Perhaps the usual practices of privation are out of place this year, given the
situation.

The pandemic wears on most of us. I know that such is the case for clergy. I know
because as bishop, I talk with clergy a lot. But I know well that clergy are not the only
ones. Parents, children, teachers, students, first responders, people in health care, retail
workers, cooks and wait staff, drivers, workers in construction, the unemployed—these
come to mind easily to begin a list of all the people affected. Almost everyone feels the
weight that the pandemic has imposed.

Strenuous giving-up for Lent strikes me as out of place in a time like ours. A good Lent
this year may require greater attention to other graces which God sets all around us, to
claim them and to practice them. The simple grace of rest, for example, may be just the
Lenten balm for us all. A respite from all the urgencies demanding attention may prove
elusive, nigh impossible for many of us. So, rest may appear impractical and difficult. Yet
for a weary people, respite may be the only thing, that pearl of great price. The practice
of sabbath rest might appear foolish, but it may be a crucial act of faith in our time.

The practice of prayer as “wasting time in God’s presence,” as someone has described
it. Attention to eating meals together with the whole household. Joy in the small things
and moments of the day. Solidarity with the dispossessed as a gospel value. Facing into
sin—yes sin—as that which separates us from God and the people. It needs attention,
and Lent begs for this attention. Sin which we have committed, but also that sin for which



we are the beneficiaries. Our perverse avoidance of the fullness of life which God
intends and has secured in Jesus Christ. The dignity and responsibility which God has
bestowed upon us in baptism. These graces may be the right ones.

It seems to me that giving-up may be redundant this Lent. Seeking God and finding
God’s graces anew, however, never grows old. These practices may mark a sweet spot
in the hearts and lives of many of us during Lent this year. May it prove a good and holy
season for us all.

 
George Wayne Smith
Bishop Provisional
Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio

Coming up on the Calendar

Sunday, March 6, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist 

Wednesday, March 9, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl Meeting, Julie's

Sunday, March 13, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist 

Wednesday, March 16, 12:15 p.m. - - Noontime organ recital during Lent

Thursday, March 17, 7:00 p.m. - - Vestry Meeting, ZOOM

Sunday, March 20, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist 

Wednesday, March 23, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl Meeting, Julie's

Wednesday, March 23, 12:15 p.m. - - Noontime organ recital during Lent

Sunday, March 27, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist 

Wednesday, March 30, 12:15 p.m. - - Noontime organ recital during Lent

CrossRoads Café is open on Sundays after church.

Notes & Announcements

Noontime organ recitals during Lent  12:15
Members of the Southeast Ohio chapter of the American Guild of
Organists will present a series of Lenten Organ Recitals on



Wednesdays at 12:15 beginning March 16 and ending on April 13. 

Wednesday, March 16 Paul Barte
Wednesday, March 23 Jan Robison and George Weckman
Wednesday, March 30 Tony Bruno
Wednesday, April 6  Kathleen Jonas
Wednesday, April 13 Marsha Reilly  

The programs are free and open to the public.
Current masking and social distancing are required.  

Supporting Humanitarian
Response to the Crisis in
Ukraine

Episcopal Relief & Development

(Click above link for more.)

Life Transformed: The Way of Love in Lent
-- The Episcopal Church --

Check out the above resource for Lent from The Episcopal Church. It works both
as a personal devotion or a small group. Consider inviting a friend to share it with.

The Statement of Hope
By the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, (‘07)

Above is a reflection Mother Deborah wrote for her seminary’s online Lenten series.
Even though it is not yet quite time for it, here is a link to it. The link should also give
access to the entire series, written by Nashotah House alumni, students. Some
parishioners might like to add the series for their Lenten readings.

Ash Wednesday Vessels

https://www.episcopalrelief.org/press-resources/press-releases/2022-press-releases/supporting-humanitarian-response-to-the-crisis-in-ukraine/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/life-transformed-the-way-of-love-in-lent/
https://nashotahchapter.com/lent/project-one-c8czt-kyzg9-2paz6


Contacts & Information

 Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Dana Carlson, Junior Warden,
at 740-664-2022 or by e-mail at
carlsondana@hotmail.com.

For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation
—e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg


Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin
(740-593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

the Good Shepherd
45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday.

The Diocese COVID
Guidelines request

all persons wear masks
inside the church

building regardless of
vaccination status.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

