
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost

31 July 2022

The Episcopal Church of the
Good Shepherd in Athens, Ohio

Seeking to know and serve Christ in loving service to
the campus, the community, and the world.

Today's printed Order of Worship

Lessons for the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 13-Tract 1):
Old Testament - Hosea 11: 1-11
Psalm 107: 1-9, 43 (SAID)
New Testament - Colossians  3:1-11
Gospel - Luke 12: 13-21

https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and,
because it cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it
always by your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Luke 12:13-21

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, tell
my brother to divide the family inheritance with me."
But he said to him, "Friend, who set me to be a judge
or arbitrator over you?" And he said to them, "Take
care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/OrderOfWorship.pdf
https://www.lectionarypage.net/


one's life does not consist in the abundance of possessions." Then he told
them a parable: "The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought
to himself, `What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?' Then he
said, `I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I
will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, `Soul, you have
ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' But God said
to him, `You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the
things you have prepared, whose will they be?' So it is with those who store up
treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God."

Gospel Engagement Question:

How does the character in the parable embody greed?

What would he have to have done differently in order to not be greedy?

The Sermon

Greed is Not Good

These days there seems to be some confusion about who is a villain in
stories. For example, in the 1987 movie Wall Street the character Gordon
Gekko, a ruthless stockbroker played by actor Michael Douglas, was never
intended to be the hero. Oliver Stone, the director of the movie said he
made the movie to show people how things were changing, that the stock
exchange was growing greedy, as were many other institutions in the
1980s. The iconic speech the character made in the movie where he
proclaimed, “greed is right,” was based on an actual commencement
ceremony speech given by real life inside trader Ivan Boesky in 1986 who
said, “Greed is alright, by the way. I want you to know that. Greed is
healthy. You can be greedy and still feel good about yourself.” However,
not long after giving this speech, Boesky was arrested and served time in
jail for illegal insider trading activity.

           Despite his punishment, the philosophy that “greed is good” was not
recognized for the evil it is but was embraced as the ideal way to live one’s
life. Years later, director Oliver Stone received feedback from thousands of
people telling him because of the movie Wall Street they changed their
lives to go into finance so they could make a lot of money like Gordon
Gekko. When Stone said Gekko was the bad guy, not someone to
emulate, the response he got was people thought Gekko’s fictional life



looked exciting, and they wanted money so they could do whatever they
wanted without a care in the world. Stone was right, things were changing,
including who people saw as the good guy or bad guy in a story and in life.

           The embrace of greed was so prevalent it infiltrated pretty much
every part of life. Small businesses were bought out by large corporations
to be “flipped” only to be written off as bankrupt and closed when the small
company couldn’t produce enough profits for corporate stockholders, and
the towns and cities those companies were in suffer to this day. Politicians
started receiving financial support from wealthy individuals and
corporations if they promised to pass legislation that benefited those
corporations or exceptionally wealthy elite instead of their constituents.
Institutions of higher learning started listening to consultants who
introduced methods of cutting departments that didn’t bring in certain
levels of income which has significantly changed many colleges and
universities, many of which are struggling with decline today. Even
churches were unable to escape similar consultants who inspired fear of
closure that caused a shift from focusing on Jesus to the number of people
in the pews and the amount of money those people give to the church.
Instead of loving God and our neighbors, churches were pressured to
come up with mission statements, vison statements, and a specific number
of goals to achieve. It’s no wonder so many churches are also struggling.

           While such practices might sound reasonable or just the way things
are in our modern times, they are really cleverly disguised forms of greed.
When we think of greed, perhaps we envision someone hoarding
possessions. But there are, as Jesus said in today’s Gospel many forms of
greed. That is why Jesus also said we need to be on guard, be cautious;
greed can insinuate itself into life quite easily, because it doesn’t always
look like someone taking something from someone else. Sometimes,
greed promises to give power and prestige, or the ability to live without
care. However, if we pay attention to those consumed by it, we’d observe
greed never gives what it promises, it only takes, like the character who
died at the end of Jesus’ parable in today’s Gospel.

           Greed is still considered one of the 7 Deadly Sins, which means it is
not the stuff of life. Greed will not bring a person closer to God or others.
Greed causes harm, loss of life, and has no love in it. According to our
Anglican tradition, it is defined as “the refusal to respect the integrity of
other creatures and the desire to and actual misuse of things or people or
animals. Greed is the inordinate accumulation of material things, taking
advantage of people for personal gain, or pursuing power, status, or
wealth.” In other words, greed fools a person into putting themselves in the
place of God, believing they can do better than God and manipulate people
and the planet into doing what they want. Greed fools you into thinking you
can do what you want or say what you want, even hurtful things, without



consequence.

           Although there was a rise in the social acceptance of greed in the
1980s, today’s Gospel is evidence that the sin of greed has been around
for much longer. Living in a consumer economy like we do now, it can be
difficult to recognize when we are dealing with greed. People like Marie
Kondo the decluttering expert can inspire us to consider the stuff we own
and what we need to keep or give away, which can look like a generosity,
but she is also getting wealthy while doing so. The comedian George
Carlin had a brilliant routine about all the stuff we have and how we need
to build bigger houses or storage units to keep all our stuff in, like the
parable Jesus told today, but greed isn’t just about accumulation.

           Greed is the sweat shops that pay women a pittance to work in
unhealthy and dangerous conditions to make clothing so cheap we can
buy more than we need. Greed is what motivates us to purchase items
without care for where they came from or how they were made or the
system that distributes them. Greed fools us into thinking we can reverse
climate change by purchasing certain items or driving certain vehicles but
not regulating the carbon emissions from major industries like coal burning
power plants. Greed can be tricky like that.

           Like Jesus said, there are all kinds of greed, and we need to be on
our guard to not buy into it. Not because stuff is bad. Not because it is
wrong to have more than one kind of coat or multiple pairs of shoes or
books or tools. But because greed leads to unnecessary suffering and loss
of life, like in the parable.

           Remember, this parable is Jesus’ response to someone who
wanted him to force their brother to divide the family inheritance, and Jesus
refused to take the place of a judge. Instead, he warned his followers there
are many kinds of greed and told the story of a wealthy man who God
called foolish. That God called the character a fool is an important detail in
the parable. The word translated “fool” in the Gospel implies not ignorance
but wastefulness. We can infer in God’s judgement the man wasted his life
in pursuit of wealth, and in so doing has perhaps wasted other’s lives as
well. That is how greed is linked to oppression.

           Also, according to our tradition and much more hopeful, the
antithesis of greed is generosity and liberation. This is why we have a pay
it forward system in our coffee shop ministry CrossRoads Café. In a
financial culture based on debt, the concept that anything has been paid
for already is unheard of for most of our customers. It is so contrary to the
concept of greed that I not only had to explain it, I had to advocate for it
when working with a student group that was helping us come up with a
business plan for CrossRoads Café. One of the criticisms I get about our
coffee shop is we don’t take credit cards. This is because - believe it or not



- that system is a form of greed, that takes far more from the business and
purchaser than the cost of any item. But we don’t think about it because
we like the convenience. However, I learned credit card companies are
dehumanizing. They show no mercy when jobs are lost or employers do
not pay what they promised, or however a secure income is lost. A
company representative will advise to get the money owed by any means
possible and threaten jail. They do not care about people, they do not care
about families, they do not care about communities, they do not care.

           Instead, we have something much more caring going on at
CrossRoads Café. Many of our customers, including several OU students,
give generously to the pay it forward fund. This creates a liberating culture
of inclusion, generosity, and welcome. It has not made us famous or rich,
but it does something different. It shows we care about people, we care
about life, and we practice what we preach. Likewise, when the vestry
decided to give money from a fund that was not being used to children in
our area struggling with poverty, especially children of color, in response to
the 2020 American Experience documentary on PBS Growing Up Poor In
America that featured children in The Plains, Marietta and Columbus –
literally in our backyard – we as a parish recognized the role greed played
in creating the poverty in our part of the state and are doing what we can
to be generous. We can’t totally fix poverty, but we have provided healing
rest to people who otherwise could not afford to rest, and helped a child
realize an opportunity to compete at a state level that they would have had
to decline. Rest or travel can be things we can take for granted, but for
someone else are out of reach. By bridging the gap, we helped stand up to
the damage greed causes not just to economies, but to people’s physical
and spiritual wellbeing.

           In times of financial stress and fear, maybe we can see how
someone might mistake greed as the best way to survive and look to
characters like Gordon Gekko as heroes. But we have Jesus reminding us
greed is not good, nor it is right. There is no joy in it. No love. No life. It will
not save you. It is nothing like God’s Kingdom. Greed is a lie like every
other sin, it will not give what it promises and will only take more than
anyone can pay. Jesus calls us to something different. To gratitude for
what we have, to what we are given, and for what we can share. For there
are even more forms of generosity, gratitude, mercy, opportunities for
sharing, liberating, forgiving, renewing, healing, and repairing - - all ways
the Kingdom of God can bring life and love to all people.

Sermon Engagement Questions:

The definition of greed in the sermon comes from St. Augustine's Prayer Book



(pages 127-129). How does this definition deepen your understanding of
greed?

What examples can you give for where you see greed?

What examples can you think for where you see generosity?

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost,
31 July 2022

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael,
our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle
East. We pray for the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people
affected by natural and environmental disasters. We pray for the people who
are suffering from war, especially the people of Ukraine, we pray for the
community of Uvalde, Texas, and we pray for all asylum seekers, immigrants
and refugees. We pray for Joe our President, Kamala our Vice-President,
Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne,
the search process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our
assisting bishops.

In our parish,  we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector
Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, and
Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the
community. We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida,
Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:    Bud and Carol, Chris L.,
Gloria R., Jean R., Miriam, Sharon, T.C., Ted, Andrea and Aven, Baby William
James, Dana Carlson, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Richard DeNune,
Roy DePue, Nona Forbes, Jan Gault, Lindsey and Regina Golden, Rev. Canon
Scott Gunn, Debbie Hunsberger, Bob and Nancy Jackson, Peter Kachenko
and family, Julie Nehls, Donald and Junie Oney, Dan and Nancy Reedy,
Virginia Richards, Michael Vaughn, Emily Woolsey and we pray for all who
care for them. **

Anniversary:  Melissa Messinger and Pamela Lawson (7/24), B.J. and Kate
Cottrill (7/31), Ted and Katharin Foster (8/1), Doug and Margaret Dygas (8/3),



Jacob and Carolyn Sheehan (8/6)

Birthday: Marsha Reilly (8/2)
 

** Full names are normally not published online but since the prayer list is not printed for the in-
house 10:30 service, we will publish full names unless requested otherwise. If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-
5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later.
https://cincinnaticathedral.com/ccc/join-online/

Washington D C -- there's much to explore at the the National Cathedral's
online portal. https://cathedral.org/worship/

Coming up on the Calendar

Coming Up:

Wednesday, August 3, 11:00 a.m. - - Dave Black's committal.

Sunday, August 7, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist

Sunday, August 14, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist (First Sunday Service
with newly installed refurbished organ)
 
Thursday, August 18, 7:00 p.m. - - Vestry Meeting

Sunday, August 21, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist

Monday, August 22, 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. - - First Day of Classes at OU
Blessings, coffee and donut giveaway. 

Sunday, August 28, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist (Outdoor Service)

https://cincinnaticathedral.com/ccc/join-online/
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Coffee Hour Schedule

August 7          Sharon Huge 
August 14         Alex Buckley
August 21         Dana Carlson
August 28         David Burton

CrossRoads Café is open Sundays after the 10:30 Service.

Events Looking Forward

Sept. 4 (Sunday) Funeral service for Virginia Smith 3pm

Sept. 11 (Sunday) Outdoor Service 10:30 am with special remembrance
for 9/11

Oct. 7-10 (Friday – Monday) College Student Retreat in the Hocking Hills

Nov. 6 (Sunday) Newly Refurbished Organ Celebration 3pm (first in a
series)

Nov. 19 (Saturday) Diocese of Southern Ohio Convention Hybrid zoom
and in person in Cincinnati

Nov. 24 (Thursday) Thanksgiving Day service 10:30 am

Nov. 24 (Thursday) Thanksgiving Meal for parishioners 1:30 pm

Dec. 24 (Saturday) Christmas Eve 7pm

Dec. 25 (Sunday) Christmas Day 10:30 am 

Notes & Announcements

Dave Black Service

Dave Black's committal and cremains to be interred in the columbarium.

This brief service will be August 3 (Wednesday) at 11:00 a.m.



Supporting Humanitarian
Response to the Crisis in
Ukraine

Helping Flood Victims in KY

If you want to help the folks who have been negatively impacted by the
flooding in KY, or the war in the Ukraine, please consider contributing to
Episcopal Relief and Development at the above links.

1. - ERD is an official ministry of the Episcopal Church.
2. - ERD is one of the first relief organizations to arrive at disaster areas in

the US and around the world.
3. - 88% of every dollar given goes directly to the area in need.

Diocese of Southern Ohio Convention Date Change

The Diocesan Convention is when delegates from every parish in the diocese
and clergy in the diocese gather to conduct the necessary business of the
diocese. The date has been changed to Saturday, November 19 (one day).
Delegates and clergy may attend in person or via zoom. These changes are
due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.

For more see the DSO E-Connections newsletter. 

Anne Walker brought this gluten free cake for coffee hour today (still covered
with Saran wrap). The cake is in honor of St. James, whose feast day was
Monday. The cake is called "la torte de Santiago". The cross on the cake is the
cross of St. James.

https://www.episcopalrelief.org/press-resources/press-releases/2022-press-releases/supporting-humanitarian-response-to-the-crisis-in-ukraine/
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/press-resources/press-releases/2022-press-releases/supporting-humanitarian-response-to-the-crisis-in-ukraine/
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/press-resources/press-releases/2022-press-releases/supporting-humanitarian-response-to-the-crisis-in-ukraine/
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/program/us-disaster-program/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/e-connections-newsletter/


The cake must have been delicious because the rector reports IT WAS
TOTALLY GONE !! before she was able to partake. Perhaps the visitor
pictured below this morning had something to do with that. The fawn sat out
the service, but as soon as the cake appeared on the porch, "poof" -- look who
appears. Ted (Photos - Michael Leulloff)





Contacts, Information

Quick Links

Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for
returning

to in-person worship

In light of local conditions we request
all persons wear masks inside the

church building regardless of

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf


Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

CrossRoads Café -- Join us Sunday
after the 10:30 service.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or
740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd
and other matters, please contact Alex
Buckley, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5513 or
by e-mail at macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a
note at the office or contact Dana Carlson,
Junior Warden, at 740-664-2022 or by e-mail
at carlsondana@hotmail.com. For
emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on
the church's answering machine (740-593-
6877). The parish office administrator is
Barbara Martin (740-593-6877) or
barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please
indicate on the the

"Add special
instructions to the
seller" section the

purpose of the
donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the
Church's YouTube

Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/


740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/

