
Seventh Sunday After Pentecost

24 July 2022

The Episcopal Church of the
Good Shepherd in Athens, Ohio

Seeking to know and serve Christ in loving service to
the campus, the community, and the world.

Today's printed Order of Worship

Lessons for the Seventh Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 12-Tract 1): 
Old Testament - Hosea 1: 2-10
Psalm 85 (SAID)
New Testament - Colossians  2: 6-19
Gospel - Luke 11: 1-13

https://www.lectionarypage.net

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/OrderOfWorship.pdf
https://www.lectionarypage.net/


The Collect

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong,
nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our
ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the
things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Luke 11:1-13



Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he
had finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord,
teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples." He
said to them, "When you pray, say:

Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread.

And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial."

And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at
midnight and say to him, `Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of
mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.' And he answers from
within, `Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children
are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.' I tell you, even
though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at
least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he
needs.

"So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock,
and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and
everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be
opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give
a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? If
you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"

Gospel Reflection Question:

John mentioned in today’s Gospel is John the Baptist. Scholars believe he
taught his followers a type or method of praying and Jesus’ disciple wanted
similar instructions. What do you think about the possibility that there was a
connection between the ministry of John the Baptist and that of Jesus?

The Sermon

Much More
 



Sometimes, prayers really can lead to much more than we imagine. This is
how the Living Compass Advent devotional was born. Some of you may
remember, when I was serving as rector in a parish in Wisconsin, I was
also working for the Episcopal ministry called Living Compass, which was
started by an Episcopal priest. At the same time, I was also chaplain to a
local chapter of the Society of the Companions of the Holy Cross. For
those of you who are unfamiliar with this organization of women in the
Episcopal Church, it was founded by Emily Malbone Morgan in 1884 and
has chapters all over the United States and India. Their headquarters are
in Massachusetts, but local chapters meet wherever they are located.
Thanks to technology, women who wish to become a member and don’t
live near a local chapter can be accommodated through groups that meet
on video conference. This organization of women is committed to prayer,
spiritual growth, and social justice. Notable members include educator,
writer and activist Vida Scudder and Newberry award winning author
Madeleine L’Engle.

           One weekend after Easter, I had been asked to lead a retreat for
the Companions – as they call themselves - which I enjoyed. The
members must have enjoyed it too, because during the portion of the
retreat where they conduct business, I was unanimously voted their
chaplain, with no term limits. However, no one had asked me prior to the
vote if this was something I could or wanted to commit to. Two of the
requirements of the chaplain is serving as spiritual director for all the
members and the retreat leader for all future retreats. Even though it had
come about through enthusiastic admiration and love I had not been asked
and was a little resentful of what I saw as a sudden increase in my
responsibilities.

           By the time Advent and a new church year drew near, I had
explored ways to get out of this chaplaincy. I had talked with the president
of the chapter and had even prayed for the members to have a change of
heart, but nothing worked. So, when they informed me they were looking
forward to the Advent retreat I grudgingly committed it to my calendar and
secured a supply priest for my parish the Sunday of the retreat. While
meeting with the Living Compass team, I mentioned the upcoming retreat,
how I was dreading it, and asked if I could use Living Compass materials
for it. I was given permission and that helped change my sour attitude a bit
as I was engaged in a creative activity that I hoped would benefit both
Living Compass and the Companions. The results became the first Living
Compass Advent devotional, which is still being updated and published.
We usually give them out and provide links to the on-line version every
year.

           At the retreat, the devotional was well received by all but one
person. While everyone else received the meditations and teachings with



open minds and hearts, one woman, the wife of a priest, batted everything
I offered back at me with bitterness and resentfulness. So, I was surprised
when she came to me for spiritual direction.

           When she came into the room, she walked with heavy footsteps,
her face in a frown, her shoulders stooped. She sat down heavily on a
chair. Then she told me about her prayer life, how she prayed the Daily
Office from the Book of Common Prayer without fail like she had been
doing her entire life and for reasons unknown, the words of the prayers no
longer had any life or connection for her. She used the word dry to
describe how her prayers felt. This had been going on for a little over two
years. Her other spiritual director advised her to keep praying, keep
persevering, because that is what Jesus said to do in today’s Gospel and
eventually, she would pray her way out of this dry spell. Only she wasn’t.
Instead, she noticed she was losing joy in other areas of her life. She
wasn’t ready to give up, but she was certainly frustrated.

           Of all the instruction on prayer Jesus gave to his followers in today’s
Gospel, the bit about persevering even when it appears prayers are not
being answered or doing us any good might be the most relatable. As from
time to time, any of us can feel our prayers are not working or being heard.
 Jesus told a funny parable about a man banging on a friend’s door in the
middle of the night as a teaching about keeping at it, not giving up. The
reason we don’t give up, Jesus also taught, is because God is not like the
friend snuggled in bed for the night who doesn’t want to be bothered. God
is never too busy nor too distracted for our prayer. God is not the father
too obsessed with other things to listen to us. God is not the giver of
punishment, but longs to give us the best God has, and one of the best
things God has is the desire to be in relationship with us.

           The trouble is, we tend to think about prayer as transactional, not
relational. Even a young CS Lewis tried to bargain with God that if he was
a good enough person God would spare his mother from cancer. When his
mother died, Lewis rejected God’s existence. Yet, as he describes in his
wonderful book Surprised by Joy, God was not willing to reject him, and
when he was surprised by the truth of God’s existence despite his
rejection, Lewis became one of Christianity’s followers with a deeper
understanding of prayer and God.

           God is not the preoccupied parent, nor is God too important to care.
God is not a cosmic Santa Claus who grants our prayers based on merit.
God is different from what we are used to. God is love and yearns to be in
relationship with those God loves, and let’s never forget that is you and me
and everyone regardless of age, race, ability, socioeconomic status, and
gender. This is how Jesus approached God in prayer. Throughout the
Gospels, the one activity Jesus did more than any other, more than
healing, more than teaching, more than telling parables, more than eating



at someone’s house, was praying. This is mentioned so frequently, it is
easy to skip over it when we read the Gospel. For example, today’s Gospel
passage began not with Jesus’ teaching, but with him praying. And when
he prayed, Jesus didn’t seem to be only praying to get what he wanted.
Even Jesus had what we would call “unanswered prayers” or prayers
where the answer was “no”. Such as when he prayed in the Garden of
Gethsemane to be spared suffering before his crucifixion, or his prayer on
the cross that expressed feeling abandoned by God. So, why then, did
Jesus pray?

           The answer might be found if we go back to Jesus’ teaching on how
to pray, which is what his disciples asked. Jesus didn’t mention praying for
what we want. He gave an outline we probably recognize as the Lord’s
Prayer which praises God by acknowledging God’s name is holy, asks for
God’s kingdom to come, a line that recognizes all the injustice and
suffering in the world and asks for God to bring about the final realization
of God’s kingdom here on earth, which will put an end to all inequality and
injustice. It asks for forgiveness and reminds us to forgive, which is one
way God’s kingdom becomes realized in our world. Of course, there is also
the request for daily bread, recognizing what we have comes not from our
own resourcefulness but from the grace of God. This prayer is so familiar
even people who never go to church often recognize it and might even be
able to recite parts of it. Based on a Jewish prayer, it has persisted for
thousands of years and brings us back to the core of our faith every time
we hear it or pray it. Which means prayer, in Jesus’ teaching isn’t one-
sided, it is a way of connecting to God who longs to be in prayer with us.

           But what happens when the person who prays no longer finds the
connection they used to, despite their persistence? It is difficult not to
become discouraged that despite praying the Lord’s Prayer for thousands
of years God’s kingdom has not yet arrived, as the evidence of racism,
sexism, ageism, and all the gun violence attest to. What happens when we
knock and knock and the door not only stays closed, but starts to feel
farther and farther away? What about the woman who came to me in
frustration of a prayer life gone dry?

           I shared with her that prayer can be much more than words in the
Book of Common Prayer. Don’t get me wrong, our prayer book is
wonderful, and I admire it and respect and value it deeply. It is a powerful
collection of prayers that also contains our history and beliefs and should
not be discarded. If you turn to pages 856 – 857 you can read about prayer
and types of prayer in the church. It is also not all there is, and there are
more ways to connect with God. I shared with the woman times in my own
life when situations like cleaning up after a flood that had compromised the
church building and my apartment complex made it difficult to pray with
words. Or the time – long before I was ordained - I lost my Book of



Common Prayer and found prayers from other sources like the Christians
in the Iona Community and in the St. Augustine’s Prayer Book were
actually just what I needed. Meditative prayers like the Rosary - there is an
Episcopal version - deepened my connection with God and helped ease
some teenage angst.

           I reminded the woman of what Jesus said in today’s Gospel, that we
persevere because God wants to be close to us. That does not necessarily
mean doing the same thing over and over for years when it doesn’t help. I
suggested perhaps she alone was not responsible for praying her way out
of her dry spell, and that God may be inviting her to a different kind of
prayer, at least for a while. After all God can connect and communicate
with us in words, in music, in colors, even in silence. Let’s not forget part of
prayer is listening for God. I encouraged her to be creative with her prayer
life.

           Hours later, the same woman walked with a lighter step, her face
less strained, as if a burden had been lifted from her. By the end of the
retreat, she was smiling, relaxed, and no longer combative during the
guided meditations and teachings I offered. When I saw her at Easter time,
she was radiant with joy, the kind of joy that comes from being close to
God.
            I believe this connection is the much more Jesus was talking about
in today’s Gospel. God is much more than the ideal parent we imagine and
connecting with God means much more than getting what we want.
Persevering in prayer doesn’t mean mindless repetition, it means
continuing to trust God is present and is looking forward to connecting with
us even when we are distracted, or tired, or frustrated things aren’t going
our way. The much more is how God transformed my resentment into
renewal for me, for a woman who wanted to persevere in prayer but didn’t
know how, and for the ministry I was working with. That’s much more
goodness and life than I could have accomplished on my own, and a taste
of God’s kingdom here and now.

           When you pray this week, however you pray, even if it has been a
while since you have prayed, I hope you remember, there is much more to
it, and that much more, is the stuff of God’s kingdom.

Sermon Reflection Questions:

Is there a type of prayer you would like to try that you have not tried yet?

What is it and how might you add it to your prayer practice?



The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, the Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, 24 July
2022

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael,
our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle
East. We pray for the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people
affected by natural and environmental disasters. We pray for the people who
are suffering from war, especially the people of Ukraine, we pray for the
community of Uvalde, Texas, and we pray for all asylum seekers, immigrants
and refugees. We pray for Joe our President, Kamala our Vice-President,
Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne,
the search process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our
assisting bishops.

In our parish,  we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector
Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, and
Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the
community. We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida,
Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:    Bud and Carol, Chris L.,
Gloria R., Miriam, Sharon, T.C., Ted, Andrea and Aven, Dana Carlson, Zelma
Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Richard DeNune, Roy DePue, Nona Forbes, Jan
Gault, Lindsey and Regina Golden, Debbie Hunsberger, Bob and Nancy
Jackson, Peter Kachenko and family, Julie Nehls, Donald and Junie Oney, Dan
and Nancy Reedy, Marsha Reilly, Virginia Richards, Michael Vaughn, Emily
Woolsey and we pray for all who care for them. **

Altar Flowers: The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving
memory of Edward and Goldie Nehls by Julie Nehls. (see above)

Anniversary:  Pam and Brian Rollins (7/24), Elizabeth Sayrs and Gregory
Proctor (7/27)

Birthday: Nora Steen-Kieffer (7/29)
 
For the Deceased: Grant Crumb
 



** Full names are normally not published online but since the prayer list is not printed for the in-
house 10:30 service, we will publish full names unless requested otherwise. If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-
5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later.
https://cincinnaticathedral.com/ccc/join-online/

Washington D C -- there's much to explore at the the National Cathedral's
online portal. https://cathedral.org/worship/

Calendar

Coming Up:

Wednesday, July 27, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl at Julie's

Sunday, July 31, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist

Wednesday, August 3, 11:00 a.m. - - Dave Black's committal.

Sunday, August 7, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist

Sunday, August 14, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist

Thursday, August 18, 7:00 p.m. - - Vestry Meeting

Sunday, August 21, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist

Sunday, August 28, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist

CrossRoads Café is open after the 10:30 a.m. Sunday service.

https://cincinnaticathedral.com/ccc/join-online/
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Notes & Announcements

Dave Black Service

Dave Black's committal and cremains to be interred in the columbarium.

This brief service will be August 3 (Wednesday) at 11:00 a.m.

Pray for Lambeth Conference July 26 – Aug. 8, 2022
The “family reunion of the Anglican Communion”

Every ten years, the Archbishop of Canterbury convenes a gathering of
bishops in the Anglican Communion, of which the Episcopal Church is a
member. That includes our bishop and many other bishops in the Episcopal
Church, along with our Presiding Bishop. The Anglican Communion includes
all Anglican denominations, including The Episcopal Church, Church of
England, Church of Ireland, Church of Scotland, The Church of Nigeria, The
Church of Tanzania, The Church of the Province of Uganda, The Episcopal
Church of the Sudan, Iglasia Anglicana del Congo Sur de America, L’Eglise
Episcopal au Rwanda, The Anglican Church of Korea, Hong King Sheng Kung
Hui, The Anglican Church of Burundi, The Anglican Church of Canada, The
Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East, La Iglasia Anglicana de
Mexico, The church of North India, The Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea
and many others.

This gathering is like a family reunion and is more diverse than a meeting of
the General Convention of the Episcopal Church. While the purpose of this
gathering is not to create or enforce rules or doctrine, the bishops do discuss
world and church events and seeks to create listening space through prayer
and Bible study.

Like all family reunions, the Anglican Communion has members that disagree
or struggle to get along. Sometimes these struggles will make the news, so it
might be helpful to learn a little bit about it. And, it is always good to pray for
those participating in such gatherings.

You can learn more about Lambeth Conference at their website
lambethconference.org.

Supporting Humanitarian

https://www.lambethconference.org/
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/press-resources/press-releases/2022-press-releases/supporting-humanitarian-response-to-the-crisis-in-ukraine/


Response to the Crisis in
Ukraine

Episcopal Relief &
Development

(Click above link for more.)

Below is the formerly quite weathered wicker-topped table on
the porch. Michael fashioned some salvaged wood for a new
top and finished it with what he called "Unicorn Spit" which
besides tweaking the funny bone brought up a little concern.
Was the obtaining of this spit cruelty free, and ethically
obtained? Michael ordered the spit from Amazon, and Amazon
assured Michael the Unicorns provided the spit on their own
free will and were sufficiently compensated. Mother Deborah
also noted that the unicorns are 'free range' unicorns. So my
concerns were assuaged. (Ted)

Contacts, Information

https://www.episcopalrelief.org/press-resources/press-releases/2022-press-releases/supporting-humanitarian-response-to-the-crisis-in-ukraine/
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/press-resources/press-releases/2022-press-releases/supporting-humanitarian-response-to-the-crisis-in-ukraine/


Quick Links

Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for
returning

to in-person worship

In light of local conditions we request
all persons wear masks inside the

church building regardless of
vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

CrossRoads Café -- Join us Sunday
after the 10:30 service.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or
740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd
and other matters, please contact Alex
Buckley, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5513 or
by e-mail at macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a
note at the office or contact Dana Carlson,
Junior Warden, at 740-664-2022 or by e-mail
at carlsondana@hotmail.com. For

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please
indicate on the the

"Add special
instructions to the
seller" section the

purpose of the
donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://www.chogs.org/


emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on
the church's answering machine (740-593-
6877). The parish office administrator is
Barbara Martin (740-593-6877) or
barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

Check out the
Church's YouTube

Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

