
Fifth Sunday After Pentecost

10 July 2022

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio

Seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the

community, and the world.

Today's printed Order of Worship

The Lessons

Lessons for the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 10-Tract 1): 
Old Testament – Amos 7: 7-17
Psalm 82 (SAID)
New Testament - Colossians 1: 1-14 
Gospel - Luke 10: 25-37

https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and
grant that they may know and understand what things they ought to do, and
also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Luke 10: 20-37


https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/OrderOfWorship.pdf
https://www.lectionarypage.net/


Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus.
"Teacher," he said, "what must I do to inherit
eternal life?" He said to him, "What is written in
the law? What do you read there?" He
answered, "You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your strength, and with all your mind;
and your neighbor as yourself." And he said to
him, "You have given the right answer; do this,
and you will live."

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"
Jesus replied, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into
the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him
half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he
saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came
to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while
traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He
went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them.
Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of
him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and
said, `Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more
you spend.' Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who
fell into the hands of the robbers?" He said, "The one who showed him mercy."
Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."

The Sermon

Mercy as Resistance

Since today’s Gospel begins with a lawyer, I am
going to talk about a lawyer. Bryan Stevenson is
a lawyer who has dedicated his entire career to
his vision of justice as mercy. While many of us
might think of mercy and justice as opposites,
Stevenson has compelling evidence that true
justice is in fact, mercy – showing compassion
for someone within your power to punish or
harm. He does not believe criminals should be
excused for the crimes they commit, far from it.
He does, however, point out the unjust biases
of race and poverty that infect the justice
system.



               A Black man who graduated from Harvard Law School in 1985,
Stevenson started working at the Southern Center for Human Rights in
Montgomery Alabama, which happens to be located in the same county where
Harper Lee, author of the Pulitzer Prize winning novel To Kill A Mockingbird
grew up. When the federal government eliminated funding for death penalty
defense, Stevenson founded the non-profit Equal Justice Initiative, and he is
still its executive director. Through his 37 years of working with men, women,
and children on death row, Stevenson is a powerful witness to the oppressive
influence of racism that leads to an increase of mass incarceration and death
penalty sentences for people of color disproportionate to that of white people.
In response to this, EJI started two museums, both in Montgomery, that help
illustrate the connection between slavery, lynching, and the injustice of the
majority of men on death row are Black. (Incidentally, just down the road, in
front of Baker Center there is a sign marking the place of a lynching of a Black
man here in Athens that is part of a program the Equal Justice Initiative started
that helps communities name and grieve lynchings in their past in order to heal
and hopefully move forward to equality. The work of Equal Justice Initiative
reaches into every state in the country.)

         Here is what Bryan
Stevenson says of his work in a
recent interview he gave Kristina
Tippet on NPR’s program On
Being: “We are all implicated
when we allow other people to be
mistreated. An absence of
compassion can corrupt the
decency of a community, a state,
a nation. Fear and anger can
make us vindictive and abusive,
unjust and unfair until we all
suffer from the absence of
mercy….It’s necessary to
recognize that we all need mercy,
we all need justice and perhaps we all need some measure of unmerited
grace. I’ve always felt like my work is for everybody. We are trying to save
everyone from corruption, from the agony of lives where there is no mercy,
where there is no grace, where there is no justice, where we are indifferent to
suffering. Those kinds of lives ultimately lead to violence and animosity and
bigotry, and I don’t want that for anybody.”

           Bryan Stevenson grew up in the church, which strongly influenced the
direction of his work, and he is still loved and supported by his church. To me,
what he said sounds a lot like Jesus’ conversation with a completely different
kind of lawyer that is often called The Parable of Good Samaritan that was in
our Gospel reading today. We have to be especially cautious of assuming we
already know what a parable is about. Parables are not morality tales. Often
parables are how Jesus answered questions like the one the lawyer asked in
today’s Gospel. It was a question likely intended to pigeonhole Jesus into



saying either what the lawyer wanted to hear or to get Jesus to say something
that would get him in trouble with the establishment or populous.

          We need to pay attention to the questions the lawyer asked. The first
was What must I do to inherit eternal life? This is not about going to heaven
when you die. This is a question about identity and salvation, about the life in
this world in the age to come, when God’s Kingdom is realized. It’s about
having a place in that age and Kingdom. Notice Jesus did not answer the
lawyer’s question. Instead, he asked him what the law says. And the lawyer
replied: to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength
and to love your neighbor as yourself. Then Jesus said that is all there is to it,
so go and do it.

  But the lawyer wasn’t finished. He asked the question that is the impetus for
the Good Samaritan parable: Who is my neighbor? This is a question about
who is in and who is not. It is a question that suggests there may be some folks
the rules don’t apply to. It’s a question that suggests there isn’t enough room
for everybody.

Jesus responded to that question with a parable I am sure you have heard
before. Jesus ended the parable by asking who was the neighbor? Notice
Jesus switched the question the lawyer asked around: it is no longer about
defining a neighbor by political party, religion, race, age, gender, economic
status, sexual identity, or level of education. Now the question was who
behaved like a neighbor? Who practiced neighborliness? And the answer was:
the one who showed mercy. Making the practice of mercy essential to loving
God and our neighbor.

Let’s look back at the characters of the parable for a second. The two religious
leaders who passed by were not doing anything wrong. In fact, they were
following the law. It was against the law for a priest or religious leader to touch
someone who was sick or dead, lest they become ritually and possibly
physically unclean. It meant they would not be able to perform other duties and
responsibilities until they took the time to undergo purity rituals. Imagine a
parish priest not being allowed to lead Sunday service or consecrate Holy
Communion if they had visited someone who was sick or went to their
deathbed a day or so before. There were reasons for the law that made sense
at a time, but like any law, when you don’t know when and how to bend it or
change it, the law can cause harm. Not only to the person in the ditch, but to
the two characters who passed him by believing following the law meant they
did not have to care for a fellow human being. Maybe because they had never
been shown mercy.

This is what is at the heart of the parable: justice without mercy can make
some individuals assume care for each other does apply to them. Justice
without mercy can lead to neglect of each other and prioritize things like jobs or
titles over people. Justice without mercy can lead to dehumanizing our
neighbors which can lead to vengeance and that is not loving God and our
neighbor. Justice without mercy creates a society that accepts violence as a



norm. Like Bryan Stevenson sometimes sees in his work. But not all the time.
Sometimes mercy, like in the parable, is chosen and sometimes the justice
system can be open to mercy, sometimes even admitting when it was wrong,
or biased. For Stevenson, his clients and their families, and society at large,
those are very good days.

Stevenson has his critics. There are plenty of people who say he is asking for
changes that will never happen because society does not value mercy, seeing
it as a weakness not a strength. But his vision of a more equitable justice
system is not that different from Jesus’ vision in the parable of mercy. The
world Jesus lived in had plenty of injustice and sexism and racism. When
Jesus told the parable of the Good Samaritan, he was talking about something
that plenty of people would say is not realistic or possible. It is a rare person
who will stick their neck out for another. Likewise, it was quite possible the
person in the ditch would have rejected the care from the Samaritan because
they were different religiously, racially, even politically.

Yet in the parable, it was mercy that bathed and bandaged the wounds caused
by violence. It was mercy that brought someone out of a ditch and gave them a
safe place to recover. It was mercy that superseded law and was the
manifestation of the love of God and love of neighbor.

We don’t hear a lot about mercy these days. We do hear a lot about gun
violence, rights being revoked, bigotry, trauma, and loss. We hear about the
family of Emmitt Till persisting in seeking a fair trial for his murder after 67
years. These things seem to be accepted with the arrogance of the elite who
walked on by the suffering on the side of the road. All this can inspire outrage
and anger, but we have to be careful that when anger cools it does not leave
hopelessness in its wake. Often when we hear Jesus say, “Go and do
likewise”, at the end of his conversation with the lawyer, we think we need to
act like the Samaritan. And some of us, like Bryan Stevenson, can do such
things, but what about those who aren’t equipped to go into the ditch? What
about those who are already in the ditch? Or those who couldn’t resist the
temptation to lash out at someone in anger? What about those who can
provide places for recovery? If we can’t be like the Samaritan, might we start to
feel hopeless? I don’t believe that was Jesus’ intention with the parable.
Perhaps this parable is an invitation to practice mercy for all the characters in
the parable and therefore all of us. To not worry about who is part of our
neighborhood and who isn’t, but to be a neighbor by giving and receiving
mercy.

          In his book Just Mercy A Story of Justice and Redemption, Bryan
Stevenson writes about how his clients and their families and other people he
meets in the criminal justice system like members of the janitorial staff and
observers in the courtroom have taught him about love and mercy. Through
them, people who we might see as side characters in the parable, Stevenson
found support that gives him hope to persevere in his work. This is a lesson he
strives to share with everyone. In an interview he said, “Do not underestimate
the power you have to affirm the humanity and dignity of the people who are



around you. When you do, they will teach you something about what you need
to learn about human dignity and what you can do to be a change agent. I am
persuaded that hopelessness is the enemy of justice, if we allow ourselves to
become hopeless, we become part of the problem. Injustice prevails where
hopelessness persists.”

         I know there is a lot in the world to be sad and angry about right now. I
understand there is reason for despair and fear. But while such feelings might
be justified, they do not always create equality or hope and can end up
perpetuating the violence and injustice that caused them. What if we followed
Jesus’ instructions to the lawyer in today’s Gospel by practicing mercy as a
form of resistance to the injustices that cause pain and suffering? What if we
were as open to receiving mercy as giving it? Perhaps such courageous
resistance could bring some hope, healing, forgiveness, and yes, even justice
– all the stuff of God’s merciful kingdom - into the world of neighbors
who need it.

Photo Credits: - Bryan Stevenson (NPR); Sign Lynching Christopher Davis (Historical
Marker Database)

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, 10 July 2022

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael,
our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle
East. We pray for the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people
affected by natural and environmental disasters. We pray for the people who
are suffering from war, especially the people of Ukraine, we pray for the
community of Uvalde, Texas, and we pray for all asylum seekers, immigrants
and refugees. We pray for Joe our President, Kamala our Vice-President,
Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne,
the search process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our
assisting bishops.

In our parish,  we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector
Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, and
Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the
community. We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida,
Mexico.



Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:   Bud and Carol, Chris L.,
Gloria R., Miriam, Sharon, T.C., Dana Carlson, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-
Cook, Richard DeNune, Roy DePue, Nona Forbes, Jan Gault, Lindsey and
Regina Golden, Debbie Hunsberger, Bob and Nancy Jackson, Peter Kachenko
and family, Julie Nehls, Donald and Junie Oney, Dan and Nancy Reedy,
Marsha Reilly, Virginia Richards, Michael Vaughn, Emily Woolsey and we pray
for all who care for them. **

Anniversary:  Richard and Dana Carlson (7/11)
 
Birthday:  Owen Buckley (7/11)
 
Altar Flowers: In thanksgiving for the wedding of Kathleen and Daniel
Hormandl by Lois Wagner
 
For the deceased: Karen Thompson; Richard Bald

** Full names are normally not published online but since the prayer list is not printed for the in-house
10:30 service, we will publish full names unless requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added
to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or
grahammowery@aol.com.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later.
https://cincinnaticathedral.com/ccc/join-online/

Washington D C -- there's much to explore at the the National Cathedral's
online portal. https://cathedral.org/worship/

Calendar

Coming Up:

Wednesday, July 13, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl at Julie's

Sunday, July 17, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist

Thursday, July 21, 7:00 p.m. - - Vestry Meeting

https://cincinnaticathedral.com/ccc/join-online/
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Sunday, July 24, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist

Wednesday, July 27, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl at Julie's

Sunday, July 31, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist

Sunday, August 7, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist

Sunday, August 14, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist

Thursday, August 18, 7:00 p.m. - - Vestry Meeting

Sunday, August 21, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist

Sunday, August 28, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist

CrossRoads Café is open after the 10:30 a.m. Sunday service.

Notes & Announcements

Office Closed Wednesday July 13

Barb will be out of town on Wednesday this week. We apologize for any
inconvenience.  

Here is a link to

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry's sermon

at the opening Eucharist of the 80th General Convention.

Supporting Humanitarian
Response to the Crisis in

Ukraine
Episcopal Relief & Development

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?extid=NS-UNK-UNK-UNK-IOS_GK0T-GK1C-GK2C&v=1540214953100376
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/press-resources/press-releases/2022-press-releases/supporting-humanitarian-response-to-the-crisis-in-ukraine/
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/press-resources/press-releases/2022-press-releases/supporting-humanitarian-response-to-the-crisis-in-ukraine/
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/press-resources/press-releases/2022-press-releases/supporting-humanitarian-response-to-the-crisis-in-ukraine/


(Click above link for more.)



With a quick census there are a number of insects on this invasive poison
hemlock flower, a bee, a grub of some sort, and an also invasive Japanese
beetle. In the background is a large chicory weed and below is a closeup with a
larger non-bee pollinator.



And speaking of invasive and poisonous, Mother Deborah took a photo of
these mushrooms in the church yard this morning. The small critters seem to
leave these alone. Beauty can be found anywhere when you look for it.



Contacts, Information

Quick Links

Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning
to in-person worship

In light of local conditions we request all
persons wear masks inside the church

building regardless of vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf


E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

CrossRoads Café -- Join us Sunday
after the 10:30 service.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Dana Carlson, Junior Warden,
at 740-664-2022 or by e-mail at
carlsondana@hotmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

