
Second Sunday
after the Epiphany

16 January 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world.

The Lessons

Lessons for the Second Sunday after the Epiphany: Isaiah 62: 1-5; Psalm 36: 5-10; I
Corinthians 12: 1-11; John 2: 1-11.

https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that
your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of
Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Gospel

John 2:1-11

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and
the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also
been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother
of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine." And Jesus said to
her, "Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour
has not yet come." His mother said to the servants, "Do
whatever he tells you." Now standing there were six stone water
jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or

thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, "Fill the jars with water." And they filled them up to the

https://www.lectionarypage.net/


brim. He said to them, "Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward." So they
took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward
called the bridegroom and said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine first, and then
the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine
until now." Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory;
and his disciples believed in him.

The Sermon

There’s Something About Mary

There’s something about Mary, and I am not talking about the 1998 romantic comedy
with that title. I’m talking about our Gospel reading for today, where Mary, Jesus’ mother,
appears in the first sentence. This placement does more than simply tell us her location
at the beginning of a story, it tells us she is an important part of what is about to happen.

           We need to remember this morning’s Gospel reading comes from the Gospel
according to John and that each of the four Gospels in the New Testament have distinct
differences. Biblical scholars believe John’s Gospel was written years after Mark, Luke,
and Matthew’s Gospels. Each Gospel is more than one disciple’s memory of Jesus’ life,
death, and resurrection. They are influenced by the theology and practice of what
became the Christian religion in the communities they originated in.

           Take, for example, Mary, the mother of Jesus. In Luke’s Gospel, which we heard
during Advent and Christmas, the author described Mary’s obedience to God through
her willingness to give birth to Jesus even though she wasn’t married. And we got to
hear her powerful song, the Magnificat, which can still make the rich and powerful
nervous while inspiring hope in those who feel no matter how hard they work they will
never be free from the oppression of the rich and powerful.

           Today, we encounter Mary through the lens of John’s community. The Gospel of
John does not record the birth of Jesus like Luke or Matthew. Instead, we get John’s
eloquent words about the Word becoming flesh and dwelling with us, a light the darkness
can never extinguish. This is the first time we see Mary in John’s Gospel. She isn’t
quietly pondering the miracle of Jesus’ birth or singing songs of praise to God, but that
doesn’t mean she doesn’t play an important role in Jesus’ life. The author of John sees
her as vital as the other Gospel writers, it’s just expressed differently. Probably because
of the uniqueness of their community.

           Although she was referred to as Jesus’ mother in the first sentence of the Gospel,
that isn’t how Jesus treated her. For those of us in the West, this has often gotten in the
way of seeing what is going on this section of John’s Gospel. We like to think of
relationships between children and parents, especially between mother and son as
something that takes priority over everything else. So, when Mary brought her
observation to Jesus and he responded by calling her

“woman” instead of “mother” or “mom”, it can grate against our sensitivities and plenty of
Western theologians have written pages and pages trying to comfort us, assuring us
Jesus was not being rude or disrespectful.



           If we can look beyond the mother son relationship, are open to a definition of the
term “woman” as one that isn’t degrading, and look at the Gospel itself, we’d see it is the
habit of Jesus to refer to all females, no matter his relationship with them, as “woman”.
That’s how he addressed Mary Magdalene, it’s how he addressed the Samaritan woman
at the well, and it is how he addressed his mother at the cross. So maybe that means
Jesus was using the term “woman” differently than we modern people do. Maybe it was
a term indicating respect. Like that of an equal or a leader.

           There is quite a lot of scholarly and archeological evidence that women were
leaders in the early church – remember the early church is how we refer to the followers
of Jesus in the first several hundred years after his resurrection and ascension. There is
such strong evidence women were leaders in the early church some of it is in the form of
graffiti or destruction to early Christian mosaics or art depicting women in leadership
roles, and shows some people found it offensive.

           When we consider the author of John’s Gospel worked with women as leaders,
Jesus’ form of addressing women as such is not so uncomfortable. It can even reveal to
us what is going on in today’s scripture reading and help us see what we might not have
seen before, even if we have read it before.

           This brings us back to Mary and reveals her behavior was not some toxic passive
aggressive power game of a mother trying to control her son. Now it looks like Mary was
leading Jesus to his ministry.

           That Mary and Jesus were at a wedding is not just a setting for the story.
Weddings and banquets were symbolic terms used to describe the Messianic age and
suggest when the Messiah came, life would be like a magnificent wedding feast. The
wedding of course is the coming together of heaven and earth. It will be a joyful union.

However, there was a problem at this wedding in Cana. The person who noticed the
problem is Mary. She worded the problem as, “They have no wine.” It can be tempting to
see this literally as a supply problem. But there is most likely more to it. You might be
familiar with historians and scholars describing weddings in the days of Jesus as big
events that lasted a week. Weddings were not family affairs; they were for the whole
community. Everyone took off work, shops were closed, and everyone brought food and
drink to the celebration, sort of like a big potluck. As you might imagine, the wealth of the
people in the community translated into the wedding feast. Cana was a poor community.
Which means when the wine ran out, it was not because people were taking too much or
didn’t bring anything because they didn’t support the couple, it was probably an
indication that the community was suffering scarcity. Perhaps from poor harvest or from
heavy taxes of Rome.

           Once again, we see Mary standing with the poor and bringing attention to the
suffering oppression brings. It must have been one of her defining characteristics and
why so many people still feel drawn to her today. Mary noticed the reality of the situation
and brought it to Jesus. She didn’t tell him what to do, she told him what she saw.

           When Jesus asked what that had to do with him and her, she didn’t respond with
a debate. He said his hour had not yet come, but perhaps Mary saw things differently,
maybe she saw things through the lens of hope. We don’t know for sure because she led
with her actions and instructed the servants to do what Jesus told them. This gave Jesus
freedom to respond however he wanted to the problem.



           Notice what Jesus did not do. Jesus did not give everyone at the wedding a
million dollars. Jesus did not destroy Rome or make a rule that said they could not tax
people. Jesus did not tell everyone the wedding was over and to go home. Jesus did not
do something practical. He did something ridiculously extravagant by turning hundreds of
gallons of water into wine. The socially justice minded among us might be quick to point
out Jesus did not fix the problem of poverty for that community. Instead, Jesus did
something that pointed to salvation, to heaven and earth coming together in him.

           Wine was a symbol of joy in antiquity and such an abundance of wine points to
the promise of the Old Testament prophets indicating the Messiah is at work in the world.
In the spirit of the season of Epiphany, Jesus was revealed as not just another wedding
guest with his friends, he is God with us.

           Would Jesus have acted if Mary hadn’t brought what she noticed to his attention?
We don’t know. But because she did, the author of John’s Gospel tells us Jesus did
something that not only started his ministry, it pointed to the nature of his ministry. Jesus
didn’t come to be with humanity to fix our problems and make the world what we want it
to be, Jesus came to restore the relationship between humanity and God. We also heard
this miracle made the disciples believe in Jesus. All because of Mary.

           There’s something about the mother of Jesus. In John’s Gospel she won’t be
mentioned again until she is at the foot of the cross, perhaps suggesting she was with
him all along. Other gospels portray her differently, and I am not trying to make those
Gospels conform to this one. Today, we are given a mother who did not rely on her
parental relationship to initiate Jesus’ ministry. We see a leader who was not afraid to
look away from a difficult situation, who paid attention, and brought what she noticed to
Jesus.

           She is a model for all of us who follow Jesus today. I know it can be exhausting to
pay attention these days. There doesn’t seem to be much in the way of good news and
every time we think the pandemic is about to ease up it cycles back to surges indicating
a high spread. It can be tempting to pretend it isn’t happening. I read an article that says
Americans are done with the pandemic, even though it is obviously not done with us.
Especially as the pandemic is revealing other things that had become easy to ignore: the
growing disparity between the haves and have nots when it comes to employment,
education access, medical care, even the ability to rest. It can be overwhelming.

           When overwhelmed, it can be tempting to long for the past to come and save us,
to bring back whatever gave us comfort. But the past is not our savior. Jesus is. No
matter what is happening around us or to us, the past won’t fix or heal or help us. We
can face reality, not with despair, but like Mary shows us, with hope. Hope that begins
with Jesus. Jesus may not magically fix the world the way we want him to, but that is
okay. He is up to something better, something ridiculously extravagant like resurrection
life. And when we can let go of the past and look with hope to Christ, we can begin to
hear again what the Holy Spirit is calling us to in this time, leading us as individuals and
as a parish deeper into new life in Christ and reveal his way of love to the world.
There is something about Mary for all of us today. Amen.

Listen to an audio version of Mother
Deborah's Sermon HERE.

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, a Sermon for the First

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/Sermons/SermonWoolseyEpiphany2(16jan2022)SomethingAboutMary.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/Sermons/SermonWoolseyEpiphany2(16jan2022)SomethingAboutMary.mp3


Sunday after the Epiphany, January 9, 2022
(A video is not available this week.)

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Bill S., Bud and Carol, Chris L.,
Elena, Gloria R., Gordon, Jan S, Lacey, Land and baby Rispone, Laura, Miriam, Sharon,
Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Tommy, Linda Ahrens, Jeannet Barratt, Danny Cain, Zelma
Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis Davies, Dick Dean, Phyllis Dean, Richard DeNune,
Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Susanne
Hill, Debbie Hunsberger, Nancy and Bob Jackson, Peter Kachenko and family, Monya
Monroe, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien, Doug and Michelle Parsons, Jane
Patton, Dale Paul, Dan and Nancy Reedy, Ann Shelly, Sandy Spades, Michael Vaughn,
Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Woolsey, Zita Zolpys, and we pray for all who care
for them. **

Birthdays: Coira Cottrill (1/17), Phyllis Dean (1/21), Anne Walker (1/22)

In thanksgiving for the birth of Benjamin Samuel Woolsey, Mother Deborah and
Michael's newest nephew.

Deceased: Irene Gevas, Barbara Harnish, Donald Stuchell, Canon Bob Wright

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.



Music

Music for January 16,
Epiphany 2 – year C 2021

Prelude – How bright appears the
Morning Star (Johann Rinck)

Offertory Hymn – Hymnal 497 "How
bright appears the Morning Star"

Communion Music -- How bright
appears the Morning Star (Neils Gade)

Postlude -- How bright appears the Morning Star (Mark Sedio)

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Coming up on the Calendar

Coming Up: 

Thursday, January 20, 7:00 p.m. - - Vestry Meeting, ZOOM

Sunday, January 23, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist  

Sunday, January 26, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl Meeting at Julie Nehls

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/HowBrightMorningStar(16jan2022)JRinck.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/HowBrightMorningStar(16jan2022)Hymnal497.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/HowBrightMorningStar(16jan2022)NGade.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/HowBrightMorningStar(16jan2022)MSedio.mp3
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Sunday, January 30, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist  

Sunday, January 30, 3:00 p.m. - - All Parish Annual Meeting, ZOOM

CrossRoads Café now open Sundays after church service and Monday - Friday

9:30 - 11:30 am.

Notes

Annual Meeting Jan. 30 Changed to Zoom

In light of the high number of new Covid cases in our county and the
most recent communication from Bishop Smith about meetings
should be done via video conferencing due the surge in Covid across
the state and with consultation with the Senior and Junior Wardens,

we decided to change the Annual Meeting of Church of the Good Shepherd to Zoom
video conference. This change might be disappointing to some of you. The intention is
not to punish anyone. The intention is to make the meeting as accessible as possible for
everyone.

If you are still unfamiliar with zoom or video conferencing technology, we suggest you go
to a friend in the parish who is familiar with it and attend the meeting that way.

The Annual Meeting of Church of the Good Shepherd will be Sunday, January 30, 2022
at 3:00 pm on Zoom video conferencing. You will receive an email with a link to the
meeting closer to the date.

Thank you for your continued patience and understanding as we continue to navigate
this unique time in our lives together.

Report on Organ Restoration
Project:

I am delighted to report that we are under
contract with Muller Organ Company for the
long awaited completion of Phase 3 of the
organ project. This will involve taking
everything out of the chamber (see arrow)
and transporting to their workshop.

What is the chamber?   It is the screened
area across from the organ console. This is
the location of all the pipes, bellows, etc.   It
will be interesting to watch the way in which
they remove all these components.



We are next on their list of projects. The original start date was going to be
February 2022 with a projected time to completion of 2-3 months. However, because I
was concerned about having the organ for Easter and because they were concerned
about supply problems – an issue which caused problems with another just completed
project– we opted to push the start date back to just after Easter.

This means the 5th and final payment will not be due until later this summer. Due to the
amazing generosity of people both in the parish and around the country we are very
close to having the full amount needed without using any of the Diocesan loan that has
been promised to us.    Thank you all very much.

Marsha Reilly

Contacts, Information

Quick Links

Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning
to in-person worship

As of August 5 the Diocese COVID
Guidelines request all persons wear masks

inside the church building regardless of
vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

CrossRoads Café is only open Sundays
after the service until the news school year.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://www.chogs.org/


Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

you can donate on-line via
PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

