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This Upcoming Sunday
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost

September 26, 2021

10:30 a.m. Service (Order of Worship)
Holy Eucharist Rite II-C  
Outdoors front porch
Celebrant – The Rev. Deborah Woolsey
Lector – Allyn Reilly
Prayer Leader – Dana Carlson
Eucharistic Minister -- Lynn Graham
Altar Guild – Sharon Huge
LESSONS for Eighteenth Sunday After
Pentecost: Esther 7: 1-6, 9-10; 9: 20-22; Psalm
124; James 5: 13-20; Mark 9: 38-50.
https://www.lectionarypage.net/

Front Yard Landscape Project

This coming Saturday (tomorrow, September 25)
morning at 9:00 we are going to start the next phase of
the landscaping project by laying edging blocks along
the the sidewalk in front of the church and folks are
welcome to come and help out. 
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Reflecting with the Rector:

The Child in the Midst of Them

“Jesus took a small child and put it in the middle of
them. Then he hugged the child and said, ‘If anyone
welcomes one child like this in my name, they
welcome me.’” Mark 9:36

“A foundling is in your care. By creed, until it is of age
or reunited with its own kind, you are as its father.
This is the Way.” – the Armourer, from The
Mandalorian Season 1 Episode 8

The Emmy Award Winning TV series The
Mandalorian is a side story in the Star Wars saga.
Since it’s debut in 1977 Star Wars has become
much more than a movie franchise. It has evolved
into a universe full of characters and stories
inspired by those first movies. The Mandalorian

features the people who are described as followers of a creed instead a race. This is not
dissimilar from the Church. Like Mandalorians, the Church is made up of people who are
of different races, colors, economic status, genders, and gender identities, etc. who
share and follow the same creed or belief structure. For Episcopalians, that belief
structure is summed up in The Nicene Creed, which we recite as part of our worship
service on Sundays. The series has yet to show us the Mandalorians’ full creed, but one
thing we learn right away in the series is Mandalorians care for orphans.

The series begins by introducing us to two main characters: a mysterious Mandalorian
bounty hunter and a peculiar looking child, who appears to be a helpless infant and
happens to be the bounty The Mandalorian is hired to find. He finds and turns the child in
for the bounty but then reconsiders if what he did was right. It was right by the code of
bounty hunters, but not according to the creed of the Mandalorians that believes
foundlings, or young children, need to be cared for. He then goes back, rescues the
child, and begins a journey to find the child’s home.

Along the way he meets lots of different people who are often changed or influenced to
help The Mandalorian once they meet the Child and learn of his devotion to care for and
protect that child. To me, this is a creative embodiment of the line from Mark’s Gospel
where Jesus put a child in the midst of the disciples to show them a way to think about
following him. For the disciples, the child in their midst represented dependence. For the
Mandalorian The Child was his responsibility because it was dependent on him.
The Child is also a sign of welcome and hospitality. The Mandalorian welcomed and
cared for The Child to the best of his ability. This didn’t look like the modern American
parenting, but it was just as authentic and sincere. During my office hours at our parish’s
coffee shop, I have been bringing along a toy version of the character from the series
known as The Child and nmm whose name is later revealed to be Grogu. I put Grogu

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Mandalorian


(properly masked) on a chair with my cup of tea facing the passersby. I do this in part
because I think it is cute and unexpected. I believe with all the serious and often bad
news in the world today a little whimsy is good tonic. I also do it because to those who
are familiar with the TV series, they will recognize the character and perhaps connect to
the welcome the character represents.

Will it work? Last Sunday, a new student showed up to our Sunday service wearing a
face mask with Grogu’s face on it. Whether directly related or not, perhaps it is a way of
inspiring connection during a pandemic where someone saw an invitation of welcome.
And in welcoming that student, perhaps, as Jesus said, we also welcomed Christ.

This is the Way.

Many Blessings,
Mother Deborah

Presiding Bishop calls for church reformation ‘in the way of
Jesus’ at House of Bishops meeting

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry preaches at
the House of Bishops’ online meeting.

[Reprinted from the Episcopal News Service, David Paulsen] 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, in his Sept. 21 sermon during the opening day of the fall
House of Bishops meeting, recalled a recent conversation with a fellow bishop about
planning for The Episcopal Church’s future. Such conversations typically look ahead to
the coming years, Curry said, “but in pandemic time, we can barely think a month ahead
of time.”

This House of Bishops meeting is a prime example. The bishops’ twice-a-year meetings
have been held online since the start of the pandemic in March 2020, but with vaccines
against COVID-19 now widely available, the bishops had planned to gather Sept. 21-23
in St. Louis, Missouri, for their first in-person meeting in two years. Instead, the delta
variant and the national surge in COVID-19 cases since July forced the bishops to
cancel their face-to-face meeting and return to Zoom.

“So now we are here, not in St. Louis,” Curry told the bishops. “The miracle of
vaccination has arrived, even with some boosters, and yet some refuse and the
pandemic goes on.”

Curry wondered, will diocesan conventions be held in person this fall? Could the delta
variant force further changes next year to the church’s General Convention and the
Anglican Communion’s Lambeth Conference? “I don’t have any answers yet,” Curry said.

Curry spent much of his 25-minute sermon invoking the term narthex, the area of a
church where people pass through to enter and exit, as a metaphor for this period of
uncertainty and transition. “We are living in a narthex moment, between the world we
knew and whatever is being born,” he said.

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2021/09/21/presiding-bishop-calls-for-church-reformation-in-the-way-of-jesus-at-house-of-bishops-meeting/


That moment was to be the focus of the bishops’ discussions with each other in the
“table time” portion of the meeting’s opening day. The opening worship service was
livestreamed on YouTube, but the rest of the meeting was closed to the public.

Before the bishops broke into smaller discussion groups, Utah Bishop Scott Hayashi
posed three questions for them to discuss: What five words describe your experience
with the pandemic? Where has God been present in this time? Have your goals as a
bishop changed because of this time of pandemic, racial unrest and political division?

“I’ve had to take it into my heart to consider what has been lost and what has been
gained,” said Hayashi, as he lamented that the bishops still could not have such
conversations in person.

During his sermon, Curry described watching the 1953 movie “The Robe,” set in biblical
times, and hearing echoes of today’s call for the church to reject the trappings of empire.
He presented a vision of reformation in the church, away from the establishment and
closer to Christianity’s origins in small gatherings.

This, he said, is a “church before collusion with the empire, the church that looks
something like Jesus, the church that lived into ‘narthex,’ to let go of the ways things
were, to behold the way things could be.”

Curry continued that a reformed church would be “not formed in the way of the world but
formed in the way of Jesus and his love.”

“A community of small gatherings and congregations of all stripes and types, a human
tapestry, God’s wondrous variety, the Kingdom, the reign of God, the beloved
community, no longer centered on empire or establishment, no longer fixated on the
preservation of institution, no longer propping up white supremacy or in collusion with
anything that hurts or harms any child of God or God’s creation – by God’s grace, a
church that looks and acts and lives like Jesus.

“Welcome to narthex, and welcome to behold a new heaven, a new Earth, a new you, a
new me, a new we.”

UPCOMING

Fall Campus Ministry and Young Adult Retreat At
Procter Camp

Join other students and young
adults from across Southern Ohio.

October 8th - 10th at Proctor Camp
and Conference Center.

This weekend conference will

https://www.proctercenter.org/


explore the intersections of
creativity, play, prayer and faith.

Music, Hiking, Games, Art, Worship,
Yoga, Renewal. Bring your sense of
humor, your love for play, your
creativity and a friend.

Free!

To learn more
and

Sign up!

.

CROP WALK –
Sunday, Oct. 3, 2 pm, at the Community Center

The Crop-Walk for Hunger will take place on
Sunday, October 3, at 2 pm. It will begin in the rear
of the parking lot at the Community Center on E.
State St. One can walk for as long or as far as your
legs will carry you. If you can’t walk, then consider
donating.

The majority of the funds go to Church World
Service, which provides aid to farms and families
around the globe. That aid could stock a fish pond, build the fish pond, buy a pig or
support many other projects that help diminish food insecurity. About 25% of the funds
we raise stay in Athens County and go to the county food bank. In the past few years,
Good Shepherd has made considerable contributions for this very worthy cause.

If you are interested in walking, or wish to donate, contact our representative, David
Burton (email: drabeja02@yahoo.com or phone: 593-5634) by Sunday, October 3.

https://stalbans-bexley.org/fallretreat/
https://stalbans-bexley.org/fallretreat/
https://stalbans-bexley.org/fallretreat/
mailto:drabeja02@yahoo.com


The Prayer Shawl group will meet
at the home of Julie Nehls

Tuesday September 28 at 9:30 am.

It is time to do a distribution of shawls. The plan is to do an ingathering
of shawls at Julie's house on Sept. 28 to organize and label the many shawls on hand.
The shawls will be taken to church on Oct. 3 to be blessed and then they can be
distributed.

Proclaiming the Dream - in-person portion postponed

The in-person convocation, scheduled for this Saturday, September 25, must be
postponed due to a water pump failure at Procter Center. Sadly, there is no way to
move forward with no guarantee that running water will be available by Saturday.
However there will still be time together this Saturday on Zoom. Please visit the
convocation page for links and updates on these opportunities. 

Episcopal Community Ministries (ECM) fundraisers

Episcopal Community Ministries (ECM) has a
number of upcoming fundraisers. ECM is working
hard to raise the money to fund grants for outreach
ministries in 2022.

Click HERE for a summary and registration links for the fall fundraisers.

Contacts, Information, Notices

https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/convocation/
https://ecmsouthernohio.org/
https://ecmsouthernohio.org/fundraising-events/


 Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com.

For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin
(740-593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation
—e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday.

The Diocese COVID
Guidelines request

all persons wear masks
inside the church

building regardless of
vaccination status.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

