
Seventeenth Sunday
after Pentecost:

19 September 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world.

The Lessons

LESSONS for Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost: Proverbs 31: 10-31; Psalm 1;
James 3: 13-4:3, 7-8a, Mark 9: 30-37. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and
even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those
that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Mark 9:30-37

Jesus and his disciples passed through Galilee. He did not
want anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disciples,
saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into
human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after
being killed, he will rise again.” But they did not understand
what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the

https://www.lectionarypage.net


house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the
way?” But they were silent, for on the way they had argued
with one another who was the greatest. He sat down, called
the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first
must be last of all and servant of all.” Then he took a little
child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he
said to them, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my
name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes
not me but the one who sent me.”

The Sermon

In the Middle of an Argument

But the disciples did not understand what Jesus was saying
and were afraid to ask him. – Mark 9:32

      I don’t remember every argument my husband and I have. But one that I have not
forgotten happened during the first year of our marriage, when we were about to move
from Wisconsin to Ohio because I had been called to a parish in this diocese. One of the
many steps involved in an already complex process was we needed to get permission
from his ex-wife to move because we were moving more than 150 miles from her. We
had to do this because their daughter was in my husband’s full care and custody and
was under eighteen years old. It is a legal requirement to make sure one parent doesn’t
move a child without the other parent knowing about it. In other words, even though his
ex-wife was not participating in parenting, she still needed to know where their child
lived. However, when he informed his ex-wife of the move and the need for her to
approve it, she did not understand the purpose of the rule, and instead of asking, she
refused to give permission. This caused conflict, because at first, Michael and I didn’t
know how that would affect our move. So, we did what people sometimes do when we
get news that makes us anxious, stressed, and threatened our plans and calling: we
argued. I don’t remember what we argued about. All I remember is at one point Michael
must have asked why we were fighting, and I answered by admitting I was afraid. Then
he spoke words that not only stopped the argument, but they also deepened our
relationship when he said, “I’m afraid too. Can’t we just be afraid together?”

           Another preacher described our fight this way: “When we hear news that is bad or
confusing, we can become afraid and turn to arguments about less important issues,
fighting and bickering amongst ourselves in an effort to feel like we have some control
when the news itself shows we don’t.”

           In these days when there is bad and conflicting news about the pandemic, or
violence in schools, or legislation or the wildfires that are all over our country, perhaps
any one of us can find ourselves resorting to fighting or bickering about other issues,



perhaps with those we are close to. Maybe there is something cathartic about those
fights. Maybe they are ways to make us feel a little less powerless and a little more like
we can control something when so much feels like it is out of control. Maybe it helps to
find a way to feel better about ourselves by finding someone else to blame for the bad
news: whether that person is a member of a political party, or from a different state, or
different gender, or color, or climate change denier, or the wealthy, or the poor, or even
whether or not they are vaccinated. When we are feeling powerless, frustrated,
discouraged, or scared sometimes fighting makes us feel better.

           This perspective might help us understand what was going on with the disciples in
today’s Gospel and how they responded to Jesus’ teaching about his suffering, death,
and resurrection. This is not the first time in Mark’s Gospel that Jesus taught the
disciples his messiahship isn’t about wealth, prestige, or military might. Despite hearing
this message before, the disciples didn’t grasp it or understand it yet. And they won’t.
They weren’t able to process these events until after they had happened; after they
themselves had been face to face with the Risen Christ and later were inspired by the
Holy Spirit.

           So, when we heard this morning that as they followed Jesus the disciples were
not talking about what he had told them, they were fighting amongst themselves, maybe
we might recognize in their behavior some of our own tendencies. Which is important
because of how Jesus responded to their fight.

           He didn’t yell at them. He didn’t put them down and belittle them. He didn’t call
them names. He asked them a question that brought him into their fight. I like when
Jesus asks questions in the Gospels because they are questions that get to the heart of
the matter, like when my husband asked me why we were fighting. But where I
expressed the reason, the disciples were silent. That seemed to be okay though because
even if they didn’t articulate it, Jesus knew they were fighting over status, and he
seemed to know why. Since they didn’t understand and were afraid to ask Jesus’ about
his interpretation of the Messiah, it seems they fell back on their interpretation and fought
over who would be the most important.

           Then, as a way to continue his teaching about what it means to be the Messiah,
and to follow him, Jesus did something that we modern readers of the Gospel might find
adorable but at the time was unexpected. Jesus embraced a child as an example of what
it means to be last instead of first.

           In Jesus’ day families certainly loved their children, but children were not seen as
adorable or innocent or precocious like we think of them today. When Jesus sat a child in
the midst of those who were following him, he did so because the child was a person
without power, without prestige, without status, without any of the things the disciples
had been arguing about. A child in Jesus’ day represented someone who was vulnerable
and powerless, utterly dependent on others.

           “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name, welcomes me,
Jesus said in our Gospel, “and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”
Lots of times this verse is used by parishes to gage how welcoming we truly are. The
sign over there in our yard says, “The Episcopal Church Welcomes You” and every once
in a while, it is good to step back and assess how we are really living into that promise.
That doesn’t mean being a door mat or accepting abusive behavior. It does mean not
shunning or fearing someone who is different. It makes us consider: do we treat all
visitors well? For example, are we welcoming the incoming OU freshman the same as
we would welcome the president of OU? Are we more worried about a person’s



vaccination status than whether or not they have a place to sit and have all the things
they need to join the worship service? Those are good questions to ponder and follow up
on.

           Today I also want to suggest we take the Gospel one step deeper and look back
on the disciples and their response to being confused and afraid. Maybe they were tired
too. Maybe they needed a break from reality, from Jesus’ teaching. And maybe, there
are times when we have more in common with them than we do with Jesus or the child
he put in their midst. That’s not wrong or bad, necessarily, not when we remember the
lesson Jesus gave that applies to all of us who follow him today. That there may very well
be circumstances when we will get weary, discouraged, frustrated, or scared. It happens
to us all. Maybe we’ll even start catching ourselves making snide comments, or blaming
someone, or the other ways we can project our anger onto someone else.

           And when we catch ourselves in that situation, whether in our personal lives, or
parish life, or school or work, maybe we can ask the question: why are we doing this?
And maybe we can practice the vulnerability of the child Jesus showed his disciples by
answering, honestly whatever we are feeling. Like I did 8 years ago when my husband
and I were arguing. In that moment, something beautiful happened. That is when the
Holy Spirit entered into that argument. Because my husband practiced the same
vulnerability by stating his shared fear and asking, “Can’t we be afraid together?” It was a
good question. One that ironically had power to dispel our fear and bring the calm and
peace of Christ into that moment in our lives. Once again, Jesus had put a child in our
midst – not literally, but figuratively – by naming our shared fear and asking can we just
be afraid together.

           Asking a vulnerable question and answering with that same vulnerability is the
very thing that conquered our fear and empowered us to live into the challenge that
turned out to be work and expense but not the threat we had feared. And it made our
relationship stronger, it was a growing moment for us, making us stronger to face not just
that reality but future ones with grace and kindness.

           There are a lot of arguments going on right now, a lot to fight about. Perhaps
today’s Gospel gives us the gift to realize we don’t have to be in the middle of all those
fights, trying to win, or come out on top, or be the most important. Perhaps it can be
empowering to remember the value in asking questions, especially the ones we are
afraid to ask. We can bring vulnerability, honesty, and grace to face the fears and worries
and anxieties and challenges of our present time. We can do better than fighting by
facing reality and all that goes with it together, even if that means grieving together, for
when we do, that is when, like my husband and I discovered, that we aren’t alone. Jesus
is present, incarnate with us, through that vulnerability. It is one way we can grow closer
to each other and to God and that is what can make our world more like God’s Kingdom
even in the time we are in.

To the video of this morning's sermon.

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, A Sermon for Seventeenth Sunday After
Pentecost, Proper 20 B,  September 19, 2021 

https://youtu.be/hQ5lnUvHbeo


Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:   Andrea, Ted and Aven, Belle, Bill S.,
Bud and Carol, Chris L., Elena, Gloria R., Jan S, Lacey, Land and baby Rispone, Laura,
Miriam, Sharon, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Bruce Abel, Linda Ahrens, Jeannet Barratt,
David Burton, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis Davies, Dick
Dean, Phyllis Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, ,
Jennifer Hall, Peter Kachenko and family, Michael Luelloff, Monya Monroe, Julie Nehls,
Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale
Paul, Dan and Nancy Reedy, Jean Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Danny and Linda Vickers,
Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Woolsey, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Zita
Zolpys, and we pray for all who care for them. **

Birthdays:  Sally Spero (9/23), Cita Strauss (9/24)

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Music

Music recorded for September 19,
proper 20 year B 2021

1. Prelude on “Abbot's Leigh” (Hymn
379) David Lasky (American, b. 1957)

2. Sonata No.10  Gaetano Valeri (Italian, 1760-
1822)

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeAbbotsLeigh(19sep2021)DLasky.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/SonataNumber10(19sep2021)GValeri.mp3


3. Andante in F for Flutes John Stanley
(English, 1712-1786)

4. Postlude on “Abbott’s Leigh” Paul Manz
(American, 1919-2009)

Listening Links

O for a closer walk with God – Sir Charles
Villiers Stanford
(Note – our choir has sung this anthem.)

God is love – Hymnal 379

Lord of all hopefulness -- Hymnal 482

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE. License
#A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Upcoming & Announcements

The Prayer Shawl group will meet
at the home of Julie Nehls

Tuesday September 28 at 9:30 am.

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/AndanteInF(19sep2021)JStanley.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/AbbotsLeigh(19sep2021)PManz.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQ-sfloZSeE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8QPB4J576ME
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=axnpHzRYzz4
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
https://cathedral.org/worship/


It is time to do a distribution of shawls. The plan is to do an ingathering
of shawls at Julie's house on Sept. 28 to organize and label the many shawls on hand.
The shawls will be taken to church on Oct. 3 to be blessed and then they can be
distributed.

This coming Saturday (October 2) morning we are going to start
the next phase of the landscaping project by laying edging blocks
along the the sidewalk in front of the church and folks are
welcome to come and help out. The editor has forgotten the exact
starting time, so check this Friday's ENews regarding the time and
weather permitting conditions.

CROP WALK – Sunday, Oct. 3,
2 pm, at the Community Center

The Crop-Walk for Hunger will take place on Sunday,
October 3, at 2 pm. It will begin in the rear of the
parking lot at the Community Center on E. State St.
One can walk for as long or as far as your legs will
carry you. If you can’t walk, then consider donating.

The majority of the funds go to Church World Service, which provides aid to farms and
families around the globe. That aid could stock a fish pond, build the fish pond, buy a pig
or support many other projects that help diminish food insecurity. About 25% of the funds
we raise stay in Athens County and go to the county food bank. In the past few years,
Good Shepherd has made considerable contributions for this very worthy cause.

If you are interested in walking, or wish to donate, contact our representative, David
Burton (email: drabeja02@yahoo.com or phone: 740-593-5634) by Sunday, October 3.

Fall Campus Ministry and Young
Adult Retreat At Procter Camp

October 8th - 10th at Proctor Camp
and Conference Center.

This weekend conference will
explore the intersections of

creativity, play, prayer and faith.

Music, Hiking, Games, Art, Worship,

mailto:drabeja02@yahoo.com
https://www.proctercenter.org/
Ted
Sticky Note
September 25



Yoga, Renewal. Bring your sense of
humor, your love for play, your

creativity and a friend.

Free!

To learn more
and

Sign up!

"Proclaiming the Dream"

2021 Diocesan Convocation
Saturday, September 25, 2021

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Procter Camp & Conference

Center

We’re gathering the diocesan family for our first in-person event in almost 2 years! Part
country fair, part tent revival. There will be fun, formation and fellowship for all ages.
Activities will be mainly outdoors. Masks will be required to protect our youngest
members and others unable to be vaccinated. Participate in as much or as little as you
like – just come and enjoy a beautiful fall day at Procter!

Click HERE for more information and to register.

Photos

https://stalbans-bexley.org/fallretreat/
https://stalbans-bexley.org/fallretreat/
https://stalbans-bexley.org/fallretreat/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/convocation/


This morning's weather for the 10:30 Service was great, but a touch hot in the sun. The
canopy and the tree described below provided some shade.

Below is the 'fruit' of a tree planted a number of years ago in memory of Stanley Grean.
Stanley and Patricia took a great interest in the well being of the church grounds.
Anyone remember what kind of tree this is? Is the fruit edible (by humans or otherwise)?



Quick Links

Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning
to in-person worship

As of August 5 the Diocese COVID
Guidelines request all persons wear masks

inside the church building regardless of
vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

CrossRoads Café on the porch is
open weekdays 9:30 am - 11:30 am.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf


Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

