
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost:

12 September 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world

Lessons

LESSONS for Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost: Proverbs 1: 20-33; Psalm 19; James 3:
1-12; Mark 8: 27-38. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your
Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Gospel
Mark 8:27-38

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of
Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And
they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others,
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He
asked them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And
he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about
him.

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three
days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human

https://www.lectionarypage.net


things.”

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for
the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and
forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the
Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels.”

World Changing Events

For my parents, it was probably the assignation of then president of the United States,
John F. Kennedy. Or maybe, it was the day two Americans walked on the surface of the
moon for the first time. For my grandparents, it was most likely the day Pearl Harbor was
bombed. For my generation, it was September 11, 2001 – the day of the worst terrorist
attack on America - when for the first time I experienced the sensation of everything
stopping and realized that when everything started again things will have changed.  For
others the first time you experienced that sensation might have been about 18 months
ago when like other universities, schools, churches and businesses, Ohio University
closed its doors and sent everyone away because of the Covid-19 pandemic. While
there may be a few folks here who can remember all these events, there is something
about the first time we experience a historic event that begins a change in the world and
impacts pretty much all individual lives.

        I remember listening to my grandparents talk about where they were and how they
learned about the bombing of Pearl Harbor and all the feelings they had. They knew their
lives were about to change. And their lives did change. Both of my grandfathers and one
of my grandmothers joined the military and served during World War II.  I wasn’t alive for
any of the moon walks, but I never tired of listening to my parents talk about how they
stayed up late to watch that first one, how it filled them with hopeful expectations for the
future. I also listened when they talked about where they were and how they learned
about the assignation of President Kennedy and how the loss was so deep it was felt
throughout the country and the world. The grief lingered and influenced many lives like
those working at NASA who endeavored to realize Kennedy’s goal to put an American
on the moon before the end of the 1960’s. There is something powerful and personal
about listening to someone’s memories of an historical event that is often missing from
history books. Whenever I listened to my elders share such memories, I couldn’t help but
wonder what it would be like to live through a major event that would change the world. I
got my chance twenty years ago when I watched the terrorist attacks on the World Trade
Center in New York City and the Pentagon on television and later learned of the
passengers of a plane that prevented the third target from being hit. When I talk with
people about September 11, 2001, I tell them what I remember more than the images on
the television, is the silence. For several weeks there were no airplanes flying in the sky
and that created an eerie quiet even in my small hometown in Wisconsin. The silence
extended for weeks and was felt by businesses.  I sat in the small independent
bookstore where I worked as manager on Main Street, day after day and looked out at
an empty street. No one went shopping. At Target a week after the tragedy, there were



maybe six of us in the entire store. Americans had instituted a self-imposed lock down in
response to the terrorist attack. When people finally started shopping again, we
discovered it was difficult to get inventory because New York City is a hub in the
publishing world, and they were busy were cleaning up. It was months before they
started shipping goods out again. It took my bookstore two years to recover financially
from the lack of business experienced in just a few weeks.

      A friend of mine had a different
memory. Twenty years ago, today he
got called to go to New York and serve
as a chaplain for the rescue workers.
He was an ordained deacon in the
Episcopal Church and worked with the
FBI. Like many rescue workers, he
worked out of Trinity Episcopal Church
on Wall Street. He spent days just
listening to people, praying with
people, and helping the people of New
York City through the grief of trauma.
Years later he developed symptoms of

a lung disease that despite a lung transplant eventually took his life. But I never heard
him complain. He was not ashamed to live the words of Jesus in today’s Gospel: “If any
want to become my followers, let them take up their cross and follow me.”

      In the conversations I have these days, people are much more likely to tell me about
the relative they lost to Covid-19, or a relative who survived the virus but has long term
side effects. Or how the pandemic has changed their education, or job, or families, or
outlook on life; sometimes for the better, sometimes not. 

      No matter our age, we all have experienced an event that is so big, it not only
changed our world, but it also changed the whole world. Even if we are familiar with
other such events in history, it is much different when we find ourselves living through
them. That is when we realize it can take a long time to process, understand, and adapt
to these events and the changes they bring. Because it can feel like we’ve lost the only
world we know.

      For the disciples who followed Jesus this world changing event was Jesus’ death and
resurrection. As much as modern Christians might be familiar with the story, they were
events that were challenging to understand and process. Remember every version of the
resurrection in the four Gospels has the disciples hiding, terrified, and devastated by
Jesus’ death. No one expected Jesus to be raised. When the first witnesses at the tomb
experienced the Risen Jesus, they were frightened and confused. And when those
witnesses went and told the disciples that they had seen Jesus the disciples didn’t
believe them. Even after the Risen Jesus appeared to them in-person, the disciples still
didn’t grasp what the presence of the Risen Jesus means. The world had changed.
Nothing would ever be the same. But living into that change would not be simple or easy.
It still isn’t. Because it does feel like the world has been lost, making it difficult to see the
life on the other side of loss Jesus promises and gives through his resurrection that he
talks about in today’s Gospel.

      That could very well be why all four of the Gospels have a moment where the
narrative of Jesus’ ministry turns from miracles and parables to Jesus teaching that he is
going to die and rise again, like we heard in Mark’s Gospel just a moment ago. Today’s
Gospel lesson is a turning point, it turns from what Jesus did to pointing to who Jesus is



and what makes Jesus who he says he is by pointing to the cross and resurrection.

      We read Jesus had a bit of a conversation with his disciples asking first who do
people say he is and then asking who they think he is. This is the first time someone
identified Jesus as the Messiah in Mark’s Gospel. To be called the Messiah was a big
deal. The author of Mark’s Gospel seems to have Jesus respond to this revelation by
teaching what it means to be the Messiah. It doesn’t mean starting a mega church with
hundreds of thousands of members, expensive programs, multiple music groups, and a
multi-million-dollar budget. It doesn’t mean gathering and training an army of humans
and angels to violently combat the Roman military for governing power. It means being
obedient to God because the Messiah is God’s spokesperson. It means being obedient
to God because the Messiah reconciles humanity to God and mediates God’s
forgiveness. It means being obedient to God because the Messiah represents God as
God’s Son and ruler of God’s Kingdom present here on earth. To say Jesus is the
Messiah is to say God is somehow present through the person, words, and actions of
Jesus. 

      Jesus lived this obedience to God even when he was betrayed, tortured, and died a
cruel, humiliating death. Which had to have been traumatic to his followers. And when it
must have felt like their world had stopped turning, when for them an eerie silence like
the one I remember from twenty years ago, fell around them throbbing with the absence
of Jesus, Mary Magdalene came barging in to say Jesus has indeed risen. Which means
if they thought his death had changed the world, they hadn’t seen anything yet. It was
hard for them to believe. Even though they had been with Jesus every step of the way. It
was hard for those first followers to accept and trust resurrection life. Even after the
Risen Jesus stood among them.

      It wasn’t until they had some help from the Holy Spirit that the disciples were able to
catch up to the resurrection and adapt to the change it brought to the world. They began
to live that resurrection life in the world by what they said and did. They started
communities that became the Church. They took in the people society at the time threw
away: orphaned children, women who had no property or family to care for them, those
who had failed and were not given second chances by society. The disabled, disfigured,
whomever didn’t fit the desired social criteria. The followers of Jesus talked about his
death and resurrection and welcomed others who wanted to live this new way: the
Resurrection life that embodies the forgiveness of God, that lives a life with God at the
center, a life that doesn’t insist on its own way but does insist on God’s way.

      It’s still not easy to do or even to imagine how to live that resurrection life today. But
all the world changing events from the past or the one that we are living through can
offer opportunities to look for where the Holy Spirit is calling us to live that resurrection
life. Sometimes we can. Like my friend who grabbed a bag and went to New York on
September 12, 2001. Sometimes we don’t do so well. Another memory I have from
twenty years ago is how churches of every denomination and every other house of
worship for every religion in every town and city were more full than usual the first
Sunday after the terrorist attack. But they weren’t ready for all the people. How could
they be? The clergy and regular attenders were still grappling with the trauma of 9/11
and sometimes it gives comfort to ignore the feelings that there hasn’t been time to
process and just proceed with business or liturgy as usual. We can’t imagine more
people coming to church at a time like that. So, there weren’t enough worship bulletins
for all the people in churches that day. Most sermons or reflections preached that day did
not mention the feelings people were struggling to process or suggested how to respond
to those feelings. There were very few special prayers that day for the dead, the lost, the
grieving, or the rescue workers. Most organists did not change the hymns they had



selected and prepared months before. There wasn’t much discussion on how Christians
might respond to the attack, and little discernment for where the Holy Spirit was calling
us. So, it shouldn’t be as surprising as it was that the following Sunday those same
churches, synagogues, temples, mosques were even less full than they had been before
9/11. Sometimes we expect too much, too easy of answers for deeply complex issues
too soon. Sometimes we are disappointed and seek comfort other places. Sometimes it
is hard to see resurrection life or even have the strength or heart to look for it, especially
when we are focused on human things like Jesus mentioned in the Gospel.

      But today, I can see how the church has changed. Most parishes are more likely to
include recent events that are distressing or disheartening in prayers and perhaps
sermons. We are more likely to admit when we are hurting with our community. Our
music ministers are far more likely to change hymns, even if they aren’t as well practiced.
I also notice more Episcopal clergy and parishes are more active in interfaith groups as
we seek to understand and love each other in seeking common ground and serve
together for common good. We might not have been able to discern right away, but we
did eventually lift our hearts to the Holy Spirit and at least try to adapt and go where God
is calling us.

      I was recently asked by several different people about the value in remembering
September 11, 2001. Especially in light of our military personnel, some of whom have
spent most of their lives over the past twenty years fighting a war that began that day,
are returning home. And we want to be welcoming and supportive of refugees from
Afghanistan who are leaving because they are in danger for helping our country during
that war. We don’t want to inadvertently stir up anger or distrust. There is enough of that
already.

      Yet, I believe there still is value in remembering, especially when we remember how
we did or did not respond to the historic events with resurrection life. Did we change? Did
we seek to recognize the Risen Jesus and follow him? Or were we too taken with human
things like comfort, power, anger, vengeance? 

      Perhaps the value in practicing this type of remembering is that we can apply it to the
historic time we are living in now. I know you are weary of the pandemic. Everyone is. I
know there is disappointment the current surge of new cases of covid-19 could prevent
activities you are looking forward to. I understand the desire to pretend it isn’t happening,
that is just another human thing to do. But we could look beyond those human things to
that resurrection life that is tingling all around us. The Holy Spirit hasn’t abandoned us.
There are ways we can adapt, we can change. That change doesn’t have to be
perceived as a failure. It could be recognized as a life-giving gift from God. It might also
be perceived as that same obedience of Jesus, who implores us to take up our cross
and follow him, to seek not the human things of the world but the resurrection that gives
hope to the world even when it is changing.
    

- - - - - - - -

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, A Sermon for Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 19 B,
September 12, 2021  

Photo Note: The Venerable Thomas Winslow (center) at Ground Zero. He was in addition to
deacon, priest, police officer, FBI chaplain, the archdeacon of the diocese of Milwaukee and then
after he was ordained priest the Chaplain to the bishop of Milwaukee.



Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon.

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:   Andrea, Ted and Aven, Belle, Bill S.,
Bud and Carol, Chris L., Elena, Gloria R., Jan S, Lacey, Land and baby Rispone, Laura,
Miriam, Sharon, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Bruce Abel, Linda Ahrens, Jeannet Barratt,
David Burton, Danny Cain, Richard Carlson, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis
Davies, Dick Dean, Phyllis Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox,
Jan Gault, , Jennifer Hall, Peter Kachenko and family, Michael Luelloff, Monya Monroe,
Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Jane
Patton, Dale Paul, Dan and Nancy Reedy, Jean Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Danny and
Linda Vickers, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Woolsey, June Wieman, Mildred
Williams, Zita Zolpys, and we pray for all who care for them. **

For the Deceased:  Michael Spades

Birthdays:  Ilona Carlson Bond (9/18)

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

https://youtu.be/AR7zxkSltWs


September 12, 2021

Music for Reflection on 9/11

Prelude on “Amazing Grace”  Adolpus Hailstork

I call to Thee Lord Jesus Christ (see Hymn 634)  J. S. Bach

Solemn Melody  Walford Davies

Requiem Aeternam (Grant them eternal rest, O Lord)  Gerald Near

Meditation on “Amazing Grace”  Frederick Swann

Relax and listen to the whole program
(15 minutes)

Reflection on 9/11

Music recorded for September 12, proper 19 year B 2021. Permission to podcast/stream
the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE. License #A-708852. All rights
reserved.

Pastoral word from Presiding Bishop Michael Curry on
20th anniversary of September 11

As followers of Jesus, and with our siblings in other faith traditions, we place great value
on the act of remembrance. As we reflect on the solemn anniversary of Sept. 11, 2001,
we remember many loved ones lost and first responders who put their lives at risk,
modeling the sacrificial love of Jesus, who said: “No one has greater love than this, to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends.”

While 20 years have passed, I also want us to pause and remember the days that
followed these tragic events. There was a moment in the aftermath when people came

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeAmazingGrace(12sep2021)AHailstork.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ICallToTheLordJesus(12sep2021)JSBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/SolemnMelody(12sep2021)WDavies.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/RequiemAeternam(12sep2021)GNear.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/MeditationAmazingGrace(12sep2021)FSwann.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ReflectionNineEleven(12sep2021)All5Parts.mp3


together. We were praying, grieving, and also working together. Because in that
moment, however fleeting it was, we knew with immediacy and vulnerability that we need
God, and we need each other.

Memories of that tender cooperation—of love for each other as neighbors—serve as
guiding lights for the present. Amidst the ongoing pandemic and natural disasters that
have taken so many lives and pushed first responders to their limits, and amidst a
worldwide reckoning with the sin of racism, we are called to become the Beloved
Community whose way of life is the way of Jesus and his way of love.

To More Information

Then Presiding Bishop Frank T. Griswold was asked to write a prayer that could
be used in observances of the anniversary of September 11, 2001

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/publicaffairs/pastoral-word-from-presiding-bishop-michael-curry-on-20th-anniversary-of-sept-11/
https://vimeo.com/event/4306


closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

A Sunday Sermon video
The Most Rev. Michael Bruce Curry:
"Come, Let Us Go to the Mountain" |
Trinity Church Wall Street | September
12, 2021

Announcements

Mother Deborah Unavailable September 15

Mother Deborah will not be scheduling meetings or office hours on Wednesday,
September 15 because her husband Michael will be undergoing surgery that day.

Please contact our Senior Warden Alex Buckley if you have an emergency that day.

Please keep Michael in your prayers.

The Prayer Shawl group will meet
at the home of Julie Nehls

Tuesdays September 14 and 28 at 9:30 am.

CROP WALK – Sunday, Oct. 3,
2 pm, at the Community Center

The Crop-Walk for Hunger will take place on Sunday,
October 3, at 2 pm. It will begin in the rear of the
parking lot at the Community Center on E. State St.
One can walk for as long or as far as your legs will
carry you. If you can’t walk, then consider donating. 

The majority of the funds go to Church World Service, which provides aid to farms and
families around the globe. That aid could stock a fish pond, build the fish pond, buy a pig
or support many other projects that help diminish food insecurity. About 25% of the funds
we raise stay in Athens County and go to the county food bank. In the past few years,

https://cathedral.org/worship/
https://trinitywallstreet.org/videos/sunday-sermon-most-rev-michael-bruce-curry-come-let-us-go-mountain


Good Shepherd has made considerable contributions for this very worthy cause. 

If you are interested in walking, or wish to donate, contact our representative, David
Burton (email: drabeja02@yahoo.com or phone: 740-593-5634) by Sunday, October 3.

There seems to be another phishing scam going
around. Do not not answer any strange emails
from Mother Deborah or other clergy. This one
talks about needing help with a "delicate
situation" and to email back. (( Don't email
back!)) If you get such a message, delete it. Do
not respond.

Last Sunday was a bit rainy and the canopy was appreciated.

mailto:drabeja02@yahoo.com


Quick Links

Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning
to in-person worship

As of August 5 the Diocese COVID
Guidelines request all persons wear masks

inside the church building regardless of
vaccination status.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf


Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

CrossRoads Café on the porch is
open weekdays 9:30 am - 11:30 am.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

