
Twenty-third Sunday
after Pentecost:
(All Hallows Eve)

31 October 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world.

The Lessons

Lessons for Twenty-third Sunday After Pentecost: Ruth 1: 1-18; Psalm 146; Hebrews 9:
1-14; Mark 12: 28-34. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people offer you true
and laudable service: Grant that we may run without stumbling to obtain your heavenly
promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for All Hallows'

O most merciful and mighty God, your son Jesus Christ was born of the Blessed Virgin
Mary to bring us salvation and to establish your kingdom on earth: Grant that Michael
and all your angels may defend your people against Satan and every evil foe, and that at
the last we may come to that heavenly country where your saints forever sing your
praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

From Book of Occasional Services page 110

The Gospel

Mark 12:28-34

https://www.lectionarypage.net


One of the scribes came near and heard the Saducees
disputing with one another, and seeing that Jesus answered
them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of
all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord
our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other
commandment greater than these.” Then the scribe said to
him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is

one, and besides him there is no other’; and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all
the understanding, and with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’ —
this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus
saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”
After that no one dared to ask him any question.

The Sermon

Kingdom of God on All Hallows’ Eve

How do you know when you are close to the Kingdom of God? That is the reward a
scribe received in the Gospel reading after he asked Jesus a question about which
commandment is the first. Jesus answered with the Shema, the Jewish affirmation of the
belief there is one God, and the scribe replied Jesus gave the right answer. Then the
scribe added that believing in God by loving God and our neighbors is more important
than the ritual life in the temple, and Jesus rewarded the scribe by saying he was wise
and not far from the Kingdom of God.

           What made the scribe wise and close to God’s Kingdom? Aren’t scribes supposed
to be the bad guys in the Gospels? Aren’t they usually portrayed as asking questions that
are intended to trick Jesus into saying something that will get him in trouble or prove he
isn’t who he says he is? It would seem this scribe isn’t sticking to that stereotype and
there is something different about him. Was it his proximity, just being physically close to
Jesus and engaged in conversation with him? Was it telling Jesus he was right? What
made Jesus take notice of this scribe and give him the praise he did not even give his
own disciples who had left their homes and followed him?

           To explore the question perhaps it would be helpful to look at a character from
fiction, and since today is All Hallows’ Eve, and some of us might be thinking more about
Halloween than the Gospel, let’s consider a character where the two: Halloween and the
Gospel meet.

           When Charles Halloway first appears in the pages of Ray Bradbury’s classic
Halloween novel Something Wicked This Way Comes he was so bent over with the
sorrow and regret of his life the only word both he and his twelve-year-old son Will used
to describe him, to pigeon hole him, to limit him and his contribution to the story was the
three letter word: old. Old and full of regret for the vast age difference between him and
his son. This sorrow over their difference in ages, readers quickly learn, had interfered



with Charles being able to relate to and even bond with his son. Likewise, despite living
with his father and seeing him every day of his life, Will felt like he didn’t know his father,
and thought of him as the old janitor who worked at the library instead of his dad.

           There is a lot of beautiful, poetic imagery in the novel, and Bradbury could create
sentences no one can emulate. Some of that imagery has critics citing Something
Wicked This Way Comes as being about evil. But after reading it repeatedly over the
years of my life I wonder if it is about something that can frighten people more than evil:
aging and the fear of growing unable and irrelevant to family and society. Charles
Halloway isn’t the only character in the novel to yearn for the youth of his past. The novel
features a terrifying carousel that can make a person any age they want to be. Riding
forward makes people older and riding it backward removes years from people’s lives.
The carousel is used in the story to tempt characters to strike bargains and sacrifice
things like kindness and generosity and honesty to taste youth again, or to skip the
awkward years of adolescence to become a sophisticated, worldly adult in a few minutes.
But of course, like any deal with the devil, there is always a catch and things never work
out like the deal maker promised.

           Even though he yearned for his youth, Charles Halloway was wise enough to
know you can’t go backward, nor can you skip the uncomfortable stages of life.
Throughout the story, he ends up helping his son confront the characters who operate a
carnival that not only houses the tempting merry-go-round it feeds off the misery,
regrets, fears, and yearnings of people by manipulating them. Through their shared
adventure they come to realize that all that fearful stuff of the carnival might seem
powerful, but there is something even more powerful. Something that can reduce all the
pomp and ceremony of the carnival and its twisted merry-go-round to dust. Something
that can even shatter the sadness of aging: love.

           When their adventures bring them to the crisis point, what Charles Halloway and
his son learn is their age difference doesn’t have to drive a wedge between them,
because they love each other. For the two of them, love meant learning about each
other, even when that looked like Charles entering the fearful world of the carnival to
rescue his son. Once they remembered their love for each other, they found they could
laugh at the frightening illusions the carnival produced. Through love they saw the
people in the carnival for who they really were: scared boys who wanted to be grown up,
greedy souls who took from others, or thrived on creating scarcity, those who chose
something other than love to be the core of their lives. Through their love for each other,
Charles and Will could even love to the those who had tried to frighten them by feeling
compassion for them.

           Charles Halloway had the same wisdom as the scribe in today’s Gospel: when
confronted with a crisis he went to the very heart of the relationship, which was not age,
it was love, and love can transcend things like age differences and finds ways to
welcome and value people of all ages and abilities. He used that love to grow closer to
his son and defeated the crisis of a Halloween story.

           That is what that made the scribe close to God’s Kingdom, he had the wisdom to
apply the core belief of faith: that there is one God and loving God with our whole being
and loving our neighbors as ourselves to every part of our lives, including our religious
lives. For that scribe this meant attendance to temple life was to be done out of a love of
God rather than obedience to the temple rituals for their own sake.

           Today’s Gospel invites us to consider how we apply the core belief of loving God
with our whole heart, mind, soul, and strength and loving our neighbor to our daily lives



as individuals and as a parish. Like Charles Halloway in Something Wicked This Way
Comes, we also have plenty of distractions that can make us afraid. Perhaps its fear of
not enough, whether it’s not enough goods to buy or enough people to work the jobs we
want filled, or fear of decline in our lives or the church. Perhaps its fear of the future,
which no one can see. There are a lot of changes going on right now, many of which are
being expediated by the pandemic as if they had discovered that wicked carousel from
Ray Bradbury’s novel and rode it forward.

           Sometimes all this change and fear can make us forget the love that is at our
core. Occasionally, folks will send me articles or op-eds from prominent publications
whose authors proclaim the church is dying. Like the workers of the evil carnival in
Bradbury’s novel the authors of those articles tend to use that declaration to strike fear
into the hearts of its readers and justify walking away from the church because it is no
longer the robust figure of status it once held in society. Or to call any of us who still try
fools. These articles do articulate data that has been observable for some time. Data like
the aging of congregations of all denominals across the country, declining attendance,
and giving, both monetarily and volunteerism. They often leave out churches in Europe
are farther along in their decline than here in the United States. And they often leave out
churches in countries like Africa are growing, especially where they aren’t part of the
local governments. There are those who would use this information to make us feel
hopeless, maybe even old or irrelevant.

           But when we go back to our core belief that God is love and apply that belief by
loving God with our whole being and loving our neighbor as ourselves, we don’t have to
let that data make us afraid or hopeless. We can go back and look at the over two-
thousand-year history of the church and see this is not the first time the church has
experienced decline. History tells us such decline often accompanies major changes in
society and culture and usually precedes changes in the church. Once the church
changes, then it again grows in numbers and status. But of course, this continuing
historical pattern is slow because this is the whole church I am talking about, not just a
single parish.

           Nevertheless, this change can be painful, it can hurt, and there will be loss, and
loss is hard. However, the Church is no stranger to loss, and when the Church is at its
best, when it remembers to go back to its core, to love God with our whole being and
love our neighbors, the church gives us what we need to see us through these times. For
example, today is All Hallows’ Eve, the day before All Hallows Day or All Saints Day.
While some celebrate it as a sort of pagan festival, the roots of this day are deeply
entwined with the church. All Saints is not just a day. It is a several days where the
Church has rituals intended to help connect us to the love of God that transcends all
boundaries, even death. All Hallows Eve is intended to be a day of prayer, there is a
special service for this day that features stories from scripture of how God’s love helped
people through difficult times. You can find it in the Book of Occasional Services. All
Saints is the day we celebrate all the people who have gone before us who lived their
lives by loving God and their neighbors. They were far from perfect, they made mistakes,
but they persevered in loving God by confessing their sins, asking forgiveness, and
trying again. The day after All Saints is a called All Souls Day, it is a day the church
reminds us of the healthy necessity to grieve, that our sorrow doesn’t have to be a
negative feeling, it is just another form of love, how love feels when it encounters death.
All Souls Day reminds us death is not an end, it is a change. Since we are in a time when
we are experiencing multiple changes, I thought it might be helpful to participate in this
Church tradition by holding an All Souls service later this week. At the heart of the All
Souls service is the promise of God that the love we have for one another and our love
for God binds us together no matter what. This not only gives us hope when we grieve



the loss of a loved one, it can give us hope when we find ourselves living through times
of social change, when our world no longer looks like what we want it to, or how we
remember it.

           Times like this can be frightening, and it can be tempting to think we know how
things will turn out, when the truth is we don’t. But don’t let the fear distract you from
God, who is here, calling us into the change not as harbingers of death, but to herald the
love of God by loving God with our whole being and loving our neighbors as ourselves.
By showing compassion instead of hate, showing generosity instead of holding on to
what isn’t really ours. By doing things like giving away masks on our railing, sharing
coats as the weather gets colder, by making a safe space for people to grieve losses
instead of insisting on ‘moving forward’ by ignoring or pretending we haven’t lost a
significant portion of our population to the covid-19 virus.

           We need to remember these good things aren’t good in and of themselves, they
don’t bring the Kingdom of God closer. God’s Kingdom is near whenever we go back to
our core belief and let our love of God and each other form our life together as a parish,
a community, and individuals. That is how God’s Kingdom grows here, right now, in
times of change, and every time, even on All Hallows’ Eve.

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon.

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, a Sermon for Twenty-third Sunday After
Pentecost, Proper 26B, October 31, 2021

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested: Andrea, Ted and Aven, Belle, Bill S.,
Bud and Carol, Chris L., Elena, Gloria R., Gordon, Jan S, Lacey, Land and baby
Rispone, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Tommy, Linda Ahrens,

https://youtu.be/lJm8pzVsvpM


Jeannet Barratt, David Burton, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis
Davies, Dick Dean, Phyllis Dean, Sharon and Roy Depue, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton,
Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Susanne Hill, Nancy and Bob Jackson,
Peter Kachenko and family, Monya Monroe, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien,
Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale Paul, Dan and Nancy Reedy, Jean
Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Woolsey, June Wieman,
Mildred Williams, Zita Zolpys, and we pray for all who care for them. **

Birthdays: Katherine Dygas (11/5), Betty Larson (11/5), Adam Hillard (11/6), Jonathan
Sweeney (11/6)

Baptism:  For the upcoming baptism of Nora

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Music

Music recorded for Twenty-third Sunday After
Pentecost, Proper 26B, October 31, 2021. 

Aria and Chorale on “For all the Saints” (Hymn
287) David Cherwien

Chorale prelude on “Who are these like stars
appearing?” (Hymn 286) Robert Powell

Toccata and Fugue in D minor J.S. Bach

Listening Links

Hymn 424 - For the fruit of all creation

Hymn 516 - Come down O Love divine

Psalm 146 - BCP p. 803

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/AriaAndChoraleForAllTheSaints(31oct2021)DCherwien.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeWhoAreTheseLikeStars(31oct2021)RPowell.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ToccataAndFugueDMinor(31oct2021)JSBach.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NZJwH89zsmk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgUFay0th9A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UlenZOuMsx4


Irish Blessing for All Hallows'

At All Hallows’ Tide, may God keep you safe
From goblin and pooka and evil-hearted stranger.
From harm of the water and hurt of the fire.
From thorns and bramble, from all other danger.
From Will o’the wisp haunting the mire.
From stumbles and tumbles and tricksters to vex you.
May God in God’s mercy this week protect you.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Coming up on the Calendar

This week:
Monday, November 1 - - Necrology inclusions due for All Saints

Wednesday, November 3 - - Preconvention Meeting, 6:30 pm via zoom

Friday, November 5 - - All Souls Service, 4:00 pm

Sunday, November 7 - - Holy Eucharist Rite II-C, All Saints Sunday, 10:30 am 

Sunday November 7 - - Daylight Savings and Day of Change (Remember to change

your clocks and bring your pocket change to church.)

Coming Up: 
Prayer Shawl Group - - November 9, 9:30 a.m. (Julie Nehls)

147th Annual Convention via Zoom - - November 13, 9:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - November 14, 10:30 a.m.

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Vestry Meeting via Zoom - - November 17, 7:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - November 21, 10:30 a.m. (& Holy Baptism)

Prayer Shawl Group - - November 23, 9:30 a.m. (Julie Nehls)

Thanksgiving Day Service - - Thursday, November 25 at 11:00 am

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - November 28, 10:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - December 5, 10:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - December 12, 10:30 a.m.

Prayer Shawl Group - - December 14, 9:30 a.m. (Julie Nehls)

CrossRoads Café is open Mon-Fr 9:30 am - 11:30 am and Sundays after church.

Two Reminders

Change your clocks, gain an extra hour of sleep this
coming Sunday morning, and remember to bring
pocket change to church for the change bucket.

If you have not and wish to, please notify our Parish
Secretary, Barbara Martin (barb@chogs.org) or Lynn
Graham (grahmmowery@aol.com), no later than
Monday, November 1 for inclusion of the name of a
deceased loved one in this year's Necrology. 

Mask Ministry

Invitation to Support our
Mask Ministry

Since the beginning of the pandemic, we have
given away about 1,500 face masks. At first
the masks were on the tree in our yard, but
once the yard project started, we moved them
to the lower railing in front of the church. Since
the fall semester started, we give out about
100 masks a week. These face masks are
three layers, washable, and reusable. We
have learned OU students are taking the

mailto:barbara@chogs.org
mailto:grahammowery@aol.com


masks when the forget one, so do students
who forget masks at the Covid testing site not
far from our church, and people who come to
town and don’t realize a store or restaurant
they want to go in have mask mandates.

This means our masks are supporting OU
students, medical professionals, and the
Athens economy. This ministry is having a
positive impact on our community.
When this ministry started, we gave away face
masks that had been donated to us, so it did
not cost much. The supplies of those free
masks have been depleted, and to continue
this ministry we have had to start purchasing
face masks. Although we have found a good

price of about $1 a mask, we could use some additional financial support for this
ministry.

Please consider giving a special donation to help support this ministry. Donations can be
checks made out to Church of the Good Shepherd with “masks” written in the memo
line. Checks or cash can be sent to the church at 64 University Terrace, Athens, OH
74501 or given at the church service at 10:30 am on Sundays. Or donate online at our
website chogs.org.

Thank you for your generous support of this important ministry!

Covid Memorial

Michael Luelloff has nearly refurbished the Covid Memorial and has moved it to encircle
the newly planted memorial tree. Since each arch represents 200,000 Covid deaths
Michael has needed to add two more arches. This area is more visible from the sidewalk
and at night the memorial has its own stored solar power gentle lighting.





Contacts, Information, Notices 

Quick Links Pandemic Notes:



Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning
to in-person worship

As of August 5 the Diocese COVID
Guidelines request all persons wear masks

inside the church building regardless of
vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

CrossRoads Café on the porch is
open weekdays 9:30 am - 11:30 am.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/


The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/

