
Nineteenth Sunday
after Pentecost:

3 October 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world.

The Lessons

LESSONS for Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost: Job 1: 1; 2: 1-10, Psalm 26; Hebrews
1: 1-4; 2: 5-12; Mark 10: 2-16. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and
to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your
mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those
good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation
of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Mark 10:2-16

Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus they asked, “Is it
lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” He answered them, “What
did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a man to
write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” But Jesus said
to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this

https://www.lectionarypage.net


commandment for you. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God
made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall leave
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall
become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”

Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this
matter. He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries
another commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her
husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the
disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to
them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that
the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of
God as a little child will never enter it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on
them, and blessed them.

The Sermon

Stand the Test of Time

      Sometimes we can forget there is a lot more to the Bible than words of
comfort. Sometimes, like today’s readings, when we look at passages of
Scripture, we have a difficult time seeing anything that looks like Good
News. This can make us uncomfortable and distract us from the Good
News that really is there. There are many reasons for this distraction. Most
often I wonder if it is because we can be tempted to look at the Bible for a
direct correlation to our individual lives. Instead of seeing Scripture as an
ancient account of how God made the world and is part of the world and
loves the world and everyone in it and redeems the world, we approach it
as just another consumable, something that is supposed to give us what
we want whether it is comfort, justification for our actions or feelings, or
validation that we are right and someone else is wrong. In truth, I believe
Scriptures are much deeper, and richer than anything we consume for
entertainment or validation. The Bible isn’t always going to be easy to
digest. And I believe that is a good thing because life itself is deep and
complex, often messy, and it makes sense to me that for Scriptures to
stand the test of time, they need to be just as complex.

            Several preachers and commentators have written that when we
go looking for ourselves in the Bible, we tend to identify with whomever we
believe is the hero of the story: like Esther or Peter or Mary or Job. One of



the troubles with that approach is when we read a passage like today’s
Gospel, we can get distracted thinking about our personal experiences or
feelings about marriage, divorce, or children. This can distract us.

           So, let’s take a step back and acknowledge whatever distraction we
might have, and then try setting those distractions aside so we can take
another look. It’s a passage that begins not with Jesus but with Pharisees,
religious leaders of the era. They were supported by their own system, like
most leaders of any institution, religious or otherwise. They went to Jesus
with a test. Not a midterm or a final exam. They didn’t surprise him with a
pop quiz to see if Jesus was skilled at practical application. This was a
different kind of test. They were trying to trick him into saying something
that would either make him look bad or expose him for being another false
messiah. Or maybe they were looking for a certain kind of messiah.
 
           That might be where some folks could see themselves. It is not
uncommon to put God to the test. I hear it all the time. “If God is so loving,”
the test always starts when I am listening to someone, “then why does
God allow….” And you can fill in the blank. Usually, the specifics relate to
the suffering or sorrow or anger the person is feeling.

           And we don’t need to judge people for testing God this way. They
are in good company. Sometimes people who have contributed good
things to religion have gone through times of testing. One example that
comes to mind is C. S. Lewis, an influential writer and whose books like
Mere Christianity and the Narnia Chronicles are among people’s favorites
even today because they have helped them deepen their faith. However,
Clive Staples Lewis, who preferred to be called Jack, was not a wise
Christian all his life. He often struggled with tenets of faith. He was even an
atheist for part of his life because God failed to pass his test. When Lewis
was a young boy about ten years old, his mother was diagnosed with
cancer, which at the time pretty much always meant the person with
cancer was going to die. Lewis loved his mother and prayed and prayed
and prayed to God to spare her life. He begged God and tried to bargain
with God, promising to be a good boy if God let his mother live.

           When his mother died, Lewis declared God did not exist because
God had not done what he had asked in prayer. As he grew older and
became an academic, C.S. Lewis became a skilled speaker and debater
who won academic debates on the existence of God, by arrogantly
speaking against it.

           Then one day, as he described in his book Surprised by Joy, God
had had enough of this and simply told him God existed. Lewis wrote it
was quite a simple surprise. There was no dramatic experience. It
happened while he was going with his brother to the zoo, a supposedly
short drive. Lewis wrote when they started, he didn’t believe in God. When



they reached their destination, he had realized God existed whether he
believed in God or not. This realization was not due to his own intelligence,
it was simply God speaking to him. Thus began a new relationship with
God. One that was messy at times; because Lewis wasn’t afraid to wrestle
with God over his own prejudices, but when he did, Lewis usually grew. All
because he eventually realized God is much bigger than a test of human
belief.

           When the Pharisees tested Jesus, they weren’t asking about
divorce. They weren’t asking about marriage. They were asking about the
law. Is it lawful? they asked. And Jesus replied there was a law, but it
existed for a deeper reason. The same reason why God became incarnate
through Jesus: because of humanity’s hardness of heart.

           Hardness of heart is a Biblical phrase that goes back to the book
Exodus, when the Israelites wanted freedom from the oppression of
slavery in Egypt, but Pharoah refused to let them go, even when Moses
said it was God’s will. The story starts by saying Pharaoh hardened his
heart and wouldn’t let them go. This hard heart was Pharaoh saying he
was the boss of his country, not the God of the Israelites. In a way,
Pharaoh was testing God, saying he was going to do what he was going to
do, because his will was stronger than God’s. That’s when the plagues
came into the story. I’m sure you remember them either from the Bible or
the movies The Ten Commandments or the Prince of Egypt. Pharaoh was
pretty darn stubborn. Not walking sticks turning to snakes, not a plague of
frogs, or skin disease, or water turning to blood could shake his conviction.
He was that strong. So strong that at one point in the story, it says God
hardened Pharaoh's heart; perhaps to show God was going to do whatever
it would take to convince God’s people there is only one God, and it is not
Pharaoh. In this story we learn hard heartedness is a condition of turning
against God; being unwilling or unable to attune beliefs, actions, words,
and cares to those of God. It’s another way to talk about sin, not just
individual sin but as a condition affecting all people.

           This means when Jesus answered the Pharisees’ question about
the law, his answer wasn’t about the law, it was the reason for the law. The
hardness of heart that pervaded humanity like a plague, a chronic illness
resulting in humanity’s disregard for God, each other, and God’s intention
for humanity. If we go back to the beginning, to Genesis, we see that God
created people for each other so we wouldn’t be alone. Today we can get
distracted by the language and fret that not every gender is represented
when we read God created men and women and intended marriage to be
one man and one woman coming together to make one flesh. We mistake
this for being about sex. But the word used in the original language could
also be translated body, as in group, as in the Body of Christ, like when we
refer to Christianity.



           Marriage was intended for two people to form a body, a unit, to face
the world in all its complexities together. However, that is not how marriage
has always been practiced, and throughout history it has taken many
forms. From a way to merge family properties or kingdoms, for families to
gain wealth or status or security, or to add labor to a production force,
many historians note only recently has marriage been about love and
romance. In Jesus’ day, wives were to be producers of heirs and managers
of households like we heard in a reading form Proverbs a few weeks ago.
Husbands were supposed to provide status for the family.
 
When anyone failed to live into these expectations, even if it was for
something minor like burning food or something beyond their control like
becoming ill, the law stated divorce was justified. And all anyone had to do
was provide a document stating they were released from marriage. In a
society where women did not have the rights like we do in modern society,
being released from marriage meant they were out on their own without
means of supporting themselves. Unless their families took them back,
they were homeless.

When it came to children, they were not valued for their individualism or
potential like our modern society, but for what they could provide for the
family by helping with labor to produce everything from food to clothing, to
care for livestock. There was a high mortality rate for children in Jesus’
day, and there still is in some places today, so, children had no rights and
did not participate in things like religious rituals until they reached
adulthood. I’m not saying children weren’t loved by their families, but they
were treated differently than we treat them today.

           Which is why when people brought their children to Jesus in today’s
Gospel the disciples responded by speaking sternly and sending them
away.

           Most of what we read in today’s Gospel is evidence of hard-
heartedness. Today we might not express hard-heartedness the same
way, but it is still around. When we demonize people for being different, or
voting different, or having different religion, or gender, or economic status,
or race. When we shame people because it makes us feel better about
ourselves. Look at any newspaper or social media outlet and you will see
evidence that humanity hasn’t gotten over hard heartedness. Too often
people would rather throw away another person when they no longer have
a use for them, or because they are different, or differently abled, or ill.

           So, where is the Good News in today’s Gospel? It is where it always
is. In Jesus who came that we might have life through him; his resurrection
life is the salve, the balm, the medicine for humanity’s condition of hard
heartedness. Which means when we look at something like divorce, we do
so through the lens of resurrection life, which is not afraid to acknowledge



death. Sometimes people die, and sometimes marriages, sometimes
programs, sometimes purposes change, like the former rectory that we will
be selling this week. It’s wrong to use scripture to keep people trapped in
unhealthy and harmful situations, like today’s Gospel has unfortunately
been used. Resurrection life teaches us there is life on the other side of
suffering loss and death. Like C.S. Lewis discovered, sometimes
resurrection life isn’t a grand, sweeping change. Most often it is something
that is simple, that is difficult to describe or explain but is still very real.

           That may be why our Gospel passage for today ends with
something as simple as Jesus welcoming children, embracing them, and
blessing them. Maybe also playing with them. Maybe laughing with
them. Not in a display of preciousness, but in genuine welcome, to show
us God really does love and welcome all, even those we think it justifiable
to exclude because they can’t sit still or be perfectly quiet or think what we
want them to think. In what might have been a messy, giggly, tangled
embrace of children, Jesus created a little piece of God’s Kingdom here on
earth, one where the only thing there wasn’t room for was hardness of
heart. And that is some much needed Good News that can stand the test
of this or any time.
       

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon.

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, A Sermon for Nineteenth Sunday After
Pentecost, Proper 22 B,  October 3, 2021 

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

https://youtu.be/Z4nxIvA4qeM


Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:  Andrea, Ted and Aven, Belle, Bill S.,
Bud and Carol, Chris L., Elena, Gloria R., Jan S, Lacey, Land and baby Rispone, Laura,
Miriam, Sharon, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Bruce Abel, Linda Ahrens, Jeannet Barratt,
David Burton, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis Davies, Dick
Dean, Phyllis Dean, Sharon and Roy Depue, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster,
Norm Fox, Jan Gault, , Jennifer Hall, Nancy and Bob Jackson, Peter Kachenko and
family, Michael Luelloff, Monya Monroe, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien,
Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale Paul, Dan and Nancy Reedy, Jean
Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Bill Woolsey, Emily Woolsey,
June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Zita Zolpys, and we pray for all who care for them. **

For the deceased: Eric Wrage

Birthdays:  Leslie Flemming (10/4), Christy Ortman (10/5), Katharin Foster (10/7)

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Music

Music recorded for October 3, proper 22
year B 2021

1. Chorale Prelude on “Now thank we all our God”
(Hymn 297 – Nun danket alle Gott) - G. P. Telemann

2. Larghetto - Antonio Vivaldi, arr. Near

3. Chorale Prelude on “Now thank we all our God” -
Marcel Dupre

4. Toccata in G Major - William Hieronymous
Pachelbel

Listening Links

Hymn 495 Hail thou once despised Jesus

Hymn 493 The head that once was crowned with thorns

Hymn 297

Anthem - O Lord, my God to thee - Jacques Arcadelt

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/NowThankWeAllOurGod(3Oct2021)GPTelemann.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/Larghetto(3Oct2021)AVivaldiNear.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/NowThankWeAllOurGod(3Oct2021)MDupre.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ToccataInG(3Oct2021)WPachelbell.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izF7tN3rmdYhyn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OVPgVxhhToo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88rx0sMFUK8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyN0NoTrA5o


Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE. License
#A-708852. All rights reserved.

Prayer Service for Sale of Former Rectory

Tuesday, October 5 marks a
transition for Church of the
Good Shepherd as we will be
signing the final paperwork to
sell the former rectory. To
honor this transition, today we
had a brief prayer service in
front of the house
immediately following the
10:30 am service.

In this brief service we give
thanks for the many ways the
house has supported the ministry and presence of Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio as we prepare spiritually for its sale and transition into a new way it can
serve its purpose.

We invite you to share your memories of the house. Send your memories in an email to
Ted Foster (foster.theodore@gmail.com). We will share them in a special section an
upcoming Sunday's email.

View a video of the service HERE.

Here is a link to the full text of the service.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

mailto:foster.theodore@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/l7xacpV_das
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/SellingRectoryPrayerService.pdf
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Upcoming & Announcements

Blessing of the Animals All Week
Whether they are covered in fur, feathers,
or scales, our pets are important
companions. One way to celebrate their
presence in our lives is the Blessing of
Animals on October 4th, the feast day of
St. Francis of Assisi. Instead of a service,
we invite you to email pictures of the
animals in your life to send Ted Foster
(foster.theodore@gmail.com).
He’ll include them in the week’s two emails
so we can celebrate our pets all week.
Please include the name of your pet.

A bird Preaches to Saint Francis
Kelly Latimore Icons

https://kellylatimoreicons.com/

What do YOU care about?
A New Way of Starting Conversation

We had such a good response to the sign
in front of the church building we put out
on the first day of classes inviting
passersby to share their thoughts that we
decided to bring it out again and invite
further conversation with our neighbors.
The sign has been updated with a new
question and in place of a blank white
space to write the response there is a
mirror so that as a person responds to the
question, they can see their own
reflection and that of the neighborhood.

We put the sign up on Wednesday.
Michael asked a student passing by to
help, and the student was so delighted he
said he was going to tell his friends he
helped put up the sign. As soon as the
question was written, we had folks
respond.

mailto:foster.theodore@gmail.com
https://kellylatimoreicons.com/


You are invited to join the conversation.
You can read the responses. Answer the
question. And respond to the answers
people have shared. It’s a good
opportunity to express your care for our
neighbors and our neighborhood, and to
see how you might share some things in
common with our neighbors in what we all
care about.

"What do YOU care about?"

The question will change. Watch for the
next question in the conversation.

Fall Campus Ministry and Young
Adult Retreat At Procter Camp

October 8th - 10th at Proctor Camp
and Conference Center.

This weekend conference will
explore the intersections of

creativity, play, prayer and faith.

Music, Hiking, Games, Art, Worship,
Yoga, Renewal. Bring your sense of

humor, your love for play, your
creativity and a friend.

Free!

To learn more
and

Sign up!

https://www.proctercenter.org/
https://stalbans-bexley.org/fallretreat/
https://stalbans-bexley.org/fallretreat/
https://stalbans-bexley.org/fallretreat/


Photo

Despite the rain a pretty good crowd today.

Contacts, Information, Notices 

Quick Links

Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning
to in-person worship

As of August 5 the Diocese COVID
Guidelines request all persons wear masks

inside the church building regardless of
vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

The Church Building is not open for

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf


Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

CrossRoads Café on the porch is
open weekdays 9:30 am - 11:30 am.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

