
Twenty-second Sunday
after Pentecost:

24 October 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world.

The Lessons

Lessons for Twenty-second Sunday After Pentecost: Job 42: 1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34: 1-8;
Hebrews 7: 23-28; Mark 10: 46-52. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and,
that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Mark 10:46-52

Jesus and his disciples came to Jericho. As he and his
disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus
son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside.
When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to
shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even
more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stood
still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the blind man,
saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” So

throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, “What

https://www.lectionarypage.net


do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see
again.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained
his sight and followed him on the way.

The Sermon

What You See

If you google “Bartimaeus” you will see there are lots of inspirational
articles, commentaries, and sermons about the event in today’s Gospel. In
addition to the sheer volume of articles, there are several songs that have
been written about this fellow who called to Jesus in a crowd. One thing
that bothers about these songs, articles, commentaries, and sermons is
that most of them refer to the man Jesus healed as “Blind Bartimaeus”. I
guess I struggle with labeling a person based on a physical disability,
especially because the story ends with him being able to see and followed
Jesus, which I believe is the most important part of today’s Gospel.

           This makes me wonder about what the author of Mark’s Gospel was
trying to show those of us who are reading the Gospel today and if there is
more to this story than meets the eye.

            I am suspicious that the blindness was limited to just one person. It
seems to me Bartimaeus could see things the people in the crowd could
not. Biblical scholars sometimes point out the word translated as blind in
today’s scripture has additional meaning in the original Greek language the
Gospel was written in. It can also mean willfulness or idolatry; when things
like emotions or trauma, or stress or ignorance can get in the way of being
able to understand or see what is in front of a person.

           A beautiful example of this phenomena was featured in an episode
of one of my all-time favorite television series, Doctor Who. I know I have
used this episode of Doctor Who in a sermon before, but it is that good. It
is also an example of how our beliefs, our hearts, and our openness to
recognizing God can sometimes lead to seeing the sacred in something
someone else sees as secular entertainment. The episode is called
Vincent and the Doctor. It was written by Richard Curtis, who is the
creative mind behind movies like Four Weddings and a Funeral and
another television series I know several of you enjoy – The Vicar of Dibley.
           Vincent and The Doctor is about Vincent van Gogh and has The
Doctor and his companion, a young woman named Amy visiting Vincent
during the last months of his life. It offers us a compassionate view of a
man who was not appreciated in his lifetime. This unappreciation of



Vincent’s art is mentioned at the start of the episode, and when The Doctor
and Amy first meet him, Vincent says he is the only person who will ever
love his art. He believes it’s terrible. But he also explains that he sees the
world differently than other people, he sees bold colors and light and
motion and connection where most people see only darkness.

           Vincent’s ability to see what others miss helps The Doctor find an
alien that is causing violent harm and destruction in Vincent’s town,
because no one else, not even The Doctor can see it. After accidentally
killing the alien, The Doctor and Vincent realize it was blind and it had
been afraid, being completely unable to communicate with anyone
because it couldn’t see them, and they couldn’t see it. It was an outsider
on many levels. Vincent expresses compassion for the alien, as he also
understands what it is like to be an outsider. People are often afraid of
those outside accepted society, and their fear prevents them from seeing
the goodness in someone or in Vincent’s case, the beauty in his art.

           The Doctor was so moved by Vincent’s wisdom and compassion, he
took Vincent into the future, to an art museum, where he could see his art
being loved and appreciated. The Doctor even asked the curator about the
value of Vincent’s art, and the curator generously expressed his opinion
that Vincent van Gogh did something very few human beings are able to
do: “he used the torment and pain of his life to portray the ecstasy and joy
and magnificence of our world.” Pain, the curator said is easy to portray,
but to use pain to see and express the deep wonder of the world, that is a
rare and valuable gift.

           There was a lot of blindness in that episode of Doctor Who. The
people of Vincent’s time were blind to the beauty of his art. Perhaps
because they were distracted by his mental health struggles, which could
be challenging for Vincent, his family, and friends. The Doctor was blind to
those challenges too and of course he, Amy and the people in town
couldn’t see the alien. The alien could not see anything. But the one
person in that episode who saw it all was the artist Vincent van Gogh, who
through a shared adventure with The Doctor and a visit to a future
museum was given a great gift: not the cure of his illness, but a good day.
A day where he got to see what people who appreciate his art see.
Through the written words of Richard Curtis, who lost a brother to suicide,
we get to see that sometimes the most meaningful and valuable thing we
can give another person is a good day.
 
           That’s what I see Jesus doing for Bartimaeus in today’s Gospel.
Being blind meant Bartimaeus was an outsider in more ways than one. He
was sitting outside the city. He was a beggar, meaning he was outside the
economy. He was on the side of the road, outside of the activity passing
him by. He is the embodiment of social exclusion.



           When Bartimaeus heard Jesus was passing by in a large crowd,
Bartimaeus was definitely not blind to the opportunity in front of him. I find
it important that he did not see an opportunity to inspire the people in the
crowd to be moved to charity and ask for money. Instead, he saw the
opportunity to be close to Jesus, to follow him. Perhaps the suffering
Bartimaeus experienced all his life as an outsider helped him see what the
crowd might not have seen: that Jesus was on his way to suffering and
death on the cross, and through his suffering would restore all of us to
relationship with God so we could all recognize God in our midst.

           Notice the crowd tried to silence Bartimaeus’ cries, just like the
people of Vincent van Gogh’s day did nothing to share or appreciate his
art. We aren’t told why the people in the crowd did this but can probably
imagine all kinds of reasons. It seems to me they couldn’t see someone
who recognized in Jesus something they didn’t.

           My favorite part of this story is when Jesus stood still. In Mark’s
Gospel Jesus is usually on the move, immediately going here and there.
That he stopped in his tracks tells me he saw something in Bartimaeus that
maybe even Bartimaeus didn’t see: his faith.

           Instead of going to Bartimaeus himself, Jesus told the crowd to
invite him to come to him. It’s a clever way of making the crowd change
from excluding to including him. Maybe it was Jesus’ attempt to make them
see an outsider can be invited in, that an outsider was important enough to
make Jesus stop and take notice. Because God doesn’t only love the
beautiful and the able bodied, the popular ones who are part of the crowd.
God loves those society labels as outcast and defines by what society
judges as a detriment instead of seeing and respecting a human being
made in God’s image and beloved by God.

           When Jesus asked Bartimaeus what he wanted, Bartimaeus asked
for his sight, which Jesus said was already his because of his faith. We are
led to believe this is the part where Bartimaeus’ ability to use his eyes was
restored, but I wonder if maybe everyone saw a little clearer after that
moment. Because the word in Greek the author of Mark’s Gospel used for
seeing is a word that can also be translated as a return to a relationship.
Perhaps it is possible that more than a physical healing took place on the
road that day. Perhaps more people saw what they couldn’t before,
because Jesus made it a good day for everyone.

           Such blindness is not relegated to the pages of the Bible or an
episode of Doctor Who. In the Eucharistic Prayer that we will hear in a few
minutes, we ask that our eyes be open “to see God’s hand at work in the
world about us”. Whether it is in the work of an artist, a science fiction
television show, novel, the perspective of an outsider, or maybe the
goodness expressed by a stranger on any given day, there are countless



venues for God to work through our joy, pain, boredom, humor, beauty, or
challenges in our lives and the lives of those we share the parish, town,
school, county, country, and world with. Unfortunately, we can get so busy
or distracted or afraid that we can become blind to God’s presence and
miss God in our midst. Which probably has something to do with why
many song writers and commentators to this day define Bartimaeus by a
previous disability rather than by his faith.

           Sometimes we need to stop in our tracks and stand still and pay
attention to an image that strikes us, or a word that jumps out to us in a
conversation or when we are reading, or the voice that calls us to take
notice of that which we would pass by. Any of those things might be
sacred moments that bring us closer to God and to each other.

           Likewise, because our parish is located in the heart of Ohio
University, and there are people passing us by every day. Today’s Gospel
is a good reminder of how we can through our presence invite busy
passersby to stop with Christ every now and then. Whether it’s joining us
for a worship service, or for a cup of coffee, or to sit and pray in the
meditation area in our yard or in the chapel, to take a face mask, or to take
a moment to acknowledge personal or collective grief at our covid
memorial, we get to be a sacred place in our neighborhood. We can be a
place of rest and healing, where people can be invited in, and perhaps in
their time here feel less like whatever might make them feel like an
outsider and more like a beloved child of God.

           Today’s Gospel might also remind us we can’t always fix every
problem, but what we can do is follow Jesus in sharing the goodness of
God’s love. The more we share God’s love, we might find our eyes open
more and more to seeing God present where we didn’t before.
Thanks be to God.

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon.

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, a Sermon for Twenty-second Sunday
After Pentecost, Proper 25B, October 24, 2021

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for

https://youtu.be/iiVgzaDwGAI


the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested: Andrea, Ted and Aven, Belle, Bill S.,
Bud and Carol, Chris L., Elena, Gloria R., Gordon, Jan S, Lacey, Land and baby
Rispone, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Tommy, Linda Ahrens,
Jeannet Barratt, David Burton, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis
Davies, Dick Dean, Phyllis Dean, Sharon and Roy Depue, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton,
Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Susanne Hill, Nancy and Bob Jackson,
Peter Kachenko and family, Michael Luelloff, Monya Monroe, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert,
Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale Paul, Dan and
Nancy Reedy, Jean Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Bill
Woolsey, Emily Woolsey, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Zita Zolpys, and we pray for
all who care for them. **

Birthdays: Claire Sheehan (10/26), Ted Sherman (10/27), Carolyn Reilly Sheehan
(10/29)

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Music

Music recorded for Twenty-second
Sunday After Pentecost, Proper
25B, October 24, 2021. 

Chorale prelude on Praise my soul the King
of Heaven (Hymn 410 – Lauda Anima) Emma
Lou Diemer

Chorale prelude on Love divine all loves
excelling (Hymn 657 – Hyfrydol) Paul Manz

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PraiseMySoulKingHeaven(24oct2021)EDiemer.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LoveDivineLoveExcelling(24oct2021)PManz.mp3


Chorale prelude on God is love let heaven adore him  (Hymn 647 – Abbott’s Leigh)

Listening Links

Hymn 410 – Praise my soul the king of Heaven

Hymn 657 – Love divine, all loves excelling

Psalm 34: 1-8

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Coming up on the Calendar

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - October 24, 10:30 a.m.

Prayer Shawl Group - - October 26, 9:30 a.m., J Nehls home

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - October 31, 10:30 a.m.

Necrology inclusions due - - November 1

All Souls Service - - Friday, November 5 at 4:00 pm

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C (All Saints Day) - - November 7, 10:30 a.m.

Pre-convention meeting via Zoom - - November 3, 6:30 p.m.

147th Annual Convention via Zoom - - November 13, 9:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - November 14, 10:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - November 21, 10:30 a.m. (& Holy Baptism)

Thanksgiving Day Service - - Thursday, November 25 at 11:00 am

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/GodIsLove(24oct2021)RHobby.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=60JgQoJK9J8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juVJtMU_Lfc&t=43s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z6_m2OaWd3Y
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - November 28, 10:30 a.m.

CrossRoads Café is open Mon-Fr 9:30 am - 11:30 am and Sundays after church.

Campus Ministries

What Three Days with Campus Ministers Revealed

This past week I attended the annual gathering of campus ministers in Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois, Upper Michigan, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Missouri. Some are like me, rectors in
parish-based campus ministries located on or near a college or university campus.
Others lead student focused ministries, usually involving a house students live in and
share a life of prayer. A few serve more than one college/university campus.
This year I helped plan our gathering time, which was held on video conference due to
the continued pandemic. Our time together included learning about resources and
upcoming events through the Episcopal Church. We spent time in prayer and Bible
Study of Romans 8. We also took time for each of us to share how we are doing in our
lives and ministries. As we did so, a common theme emerged: everyone expressed
feeling tired, empty, and out of ideas as to how to adapt to the changes of the pandemic.
And we all also expressed our love for our ministries.

It was on the last day, during our Bible study with Romans 8 that someone had the
wisdom to name our shared feeling of exhaustion and love: grief. There is a common
misperception grief is only experienced when a loved one dies. But grief is much more
common and frequent. We can experience grief anytime there is a loss, even a small
loss. For campus ministers, there is a lot of loss right now, and it happened so fast we
didn’t recognize it. Students left, our campuses are all changing, and the way we did
ministry before isn’t going to work anymore.

When we don’t recognize grief, it can look like exhaustion, stress, even anger or fear.
What helped us realize we are grieving is the love we also feel. In this love is the hope
Paul writes about in Romans 8. That no matter our suffering, even when we are suffering
the pain of grief, it is love – the love of God in Christ, God’s love for us, our love for each
other, and in the case of campus ministry, our love for our ministries, - that is the glimmer
of hope we need.

This “aha moment” made me remember we all are in a time of loss and change and flux
and therefore are all feeling grief, even if we don’t name it as such. It can make us all a
little tired, impatient, even frightened. Maybe it will help if we can also remember what
and who we love and inspire us to be gentle with each other. When we feel we might
lose patience, perhaps think of a way to show compassion. Our grief and our love bind
us together.

 “I consider the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory
about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of
the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the
will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage of decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.”
Romans 8:18-21



Many Blessings,
Mother Deborah

Three Generations?

Local resident mother deer and her three offspring (one from last year and two this year)
listened in on this morning's communion service while feasting on the pesky wisteria vine
that has smothered everything around the hillside behind the church. Perhaps if we
provide this family step ladders they could reach more this pest.

Contacts, Information, Notices 

Quick Links Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning

https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf


Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

to in-person worship

As of August 5 the Diocese COVID
Guidelines request all persons wear masks

inside the church building regardless of
vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

CrossRoads Café on the porch is
open weekdays 9:30 am - 11:30 am.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/


740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/

