
Twenty-first Sunday
after Pentecost:

17 October 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world.

The Lessons

LESSONS for Twenty-first Sunday After Pentecost: Job 38: 1-7; Psalm 104: 1-9, 25,
37b; Hebrews 5: 1-10; Mark 10: 35-45. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations:
Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere
with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Mark 10:35-45

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to
Jesus and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us
whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What is it you
want me to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to
sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.”
But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are
asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” They

replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and

https://www.lectionarypage.net


with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right
hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called
them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize
as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not
so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant,
and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came
not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”

The Sermon

Unanswered Prayers

In an interview, singer and songwriter Garth Brooks said for the first two
years of his marriage, he occasionally thought about his high school
sweetheart and wondered if maybe he should have married her instead of
his wife. He remembered fervently praying for his sweetheart to love him
as much as he loved her, but despite thinking their relationship was
perfect, things didn’t work out. According to Brooks, a chance meeting with
his high school sweetheart at a homecoming football game years later
opened his eyes to the gift unanswered prayers can be. In the lyrics of the
song inspired by this meeting called Unanswered Prayers, the
conversation between the two former lovers was described as awkward.
They had changed so much they could hardly remember their past
relationship. Brooks realized his memories of the relationship were
idealized and that his love for his wife is a different kind of love, the kind
you build a marriage on. The song is summed up with the line that
describes what Garth Brooks learned about prayer, “Some of God’s
greatest gifts are unanswered prayers.”

           When we pray, like Garth Brooks, we have no way of knowing how
our lives will go, what choices we will make a week from now let a lone a
year from now, how we will handle challenges or loss or joys. Sometimes
there is a reason our prayers are not answered, or in the example of Garth
Brooks’ song the answer is ‘no’. Ultimately unanswered prayers are a
reminder that God is God, and we are not.

           Which might be what is going on in today’s Gospel lesson where
two of Jesus’ disciples, two brothers, approached him in a side
conversation and stated their desire. James and John were part of what
scholars and commentators refer to as Jesus’ “inner circle”. Sometimes
Jesus would leave crowds behind to go heal someone or do some other
miracle, but he would take a few of his disciples with him. Usually that was



James, John, and Peter. That means those disciples had seen firsthand
what the rest of them only got to hear about: things like the raising of
Jairus’ daughter from the dead and the transfiguration of Jesus on a
mountain top. Their experience of Jesus was a little more intense than that
of the other disciples.

           We don’t know why Jesus separated those three from the others.
Maybe he wanted a small group to witness his miracles so they could
describe or explain them to the others to help them figure out who Jesus is.
Maybe he understood not every individual can process events the same
way and chose people he thought would understand what his miracles
were pointing to. Like I said, we don’t know Jesus’ logic. But what today’s
side conversation might reveal is that whatever Jesus’ intention was, it
probably was different than what James and John saw.

           After witnessing things they could not explain, it appears they did
not see the servanthood love of God in action repairing the breach
between humanity and God. Instead, it seems they saw power and
hierarchy and wanted to secure their place as close to the top as possible.
           It would be easy to fault the brothers for this request. Lots of essays
and commentaries and sermons have. Instead, if we are honest, even
though it is not as comfortable as demonizing them for their behavior, we
might recognize it is behavior we can relate to.

           It seems to me; many scholars and commentators and preachers
don’t take into consideration all that James and John have gone through in
such a short period of time. They chose to leave their father and his fishing
business to follow Jesus. This is not a choice many parents or friends or
partners would support. There was no job security, no steady paycheck, no
housing provided. There was none of the stuff of privilege or status if they
followed Jesus. Perhaps for the first time in their lives, they were separated
from their community and family. Maybe sometimes they felt the grief of
that separation.

           In addition to that dramatic change to their lives, they saw Jesus
had a power they didn’t understand: the power to restore wholeness to the
ill, family and community to the estranged, even life to the dead. They saw
crowds fed from a few bits of bread and fish. They witnessed Jesus’
meeting with Moses and Elijah in the strangest in person conference ever.
They saw Jesus walk on water and stop a raging storm simply by telling it
to be still.

           All of this is evidence of who Jesus is and the change he was
bringing into the world. But we humans have a love hate relationship with
change. We sometimes say we want it; we long for it and pray for it.
However, when the change actually happens, most often there is an
adjustment period where we are uncomfortable because don’t always



know what to do. Old habits or patterns of behavior won’t work like they
used to, just ask parents of a new baby or child about that, or someone
who got a new job in a different part of the country.

           We humans tend to respond to the stress caused by change,
especially multiple changes by hoping and praying the world really hasn’t
changed, even if it was the change we prayed for. Think of the story of the
Israelites leaving slavery of Pharoah in Egypt. As soon as the excitement
of the whole Red Sea event was over, they started to whine and complain
about everything from the food to the leadership. They began to remember
slavery as being a way to get free housing and food and longed to return.
Freedom was the change they prayed for, but it was just too
uncomfortable, and they didn’t know how to live as free people.

           However, once change happens, there is no going back. Like the
Red Sea. Like Jesus walking on water. And the resurrection. Once Jesus
rose from the dead all that stuff of hierarchy and prestige, while it is still
around and might still be what we are comfortable with, it is not the glory of
God in Christ and not how Christians are to order our lives.

           The glory of Jesus is not his miracles. The glory of Jesus is in what
so many find too uncomfortable to look at: the cross. When Jesus was
crucified, he forever eradicated the notion that God was going to
participate in the power structures, economics, and politics we human
beings created to manage the world. God is not like that. In the cross we
see God is not afraid to suffer with that which God created because God
loves what God created. God loves you. God is a part of the world, not
separate from it.

           This is why Jesus told James and John in the Gospel that one day
they would indeed drink from the same cup and be baptized in his baptism.
For they will suffer, and they will die proclaiming the Gospel. But as to who
will be on his left and right, those are not places of prestige like a first
officer or cannon to the ordinary, like they might have imagined. When
Jesus was crowned in his glory, on his right and on his left were two
criminals who were crucified that same Good Friday.

           This means the purpose of our faith is not to force the crucifixion of
Jesus into any human system of self help or consumerism. The crucifixion
wasn’t a setback Jesus went through and came out all right in the end. It
wasn’t like an injury he bounced back from and then went on as if nothing
had happened. The resurrection didn’t fix a problem by buying
supplements at a drug store or ordering something from Amazon Prime.
The resurrection is not restoring life to the way it was before the
crucifixion. The resurrection is the beginning of a new life, one with Christ
in the middle of it, one that turns everything we understand as “normal”
upside down and inside out. One that sounds good but can be



uncomfortable and challenging to live into. Because it can be difficult to
figure out what to do, how to live resurrection life, especially when we don’t
fully understand it.

However every once in a while, we might encounter someone who gives
us an idea of what it can look like. In Tracy Chevalier’s 2019 novel A
Single Thread she introduces her readers to a character named Miss
Pesel, who is based on a woman who lived in England in the 1930’s who
among many other achievements, created and oversaw guilds of women
who made embroidered cushions for cathedrals. When introducing Louisa
Pesel, Chevalier wrote she was the kind of leader who was comfortable in
her authority, and she didn’t put others down to make herself feel like a
leader. Throughout the novel we see what the author meant as her
character nurtures and encourages and challenges other women to learn
an art that you can still see if you visit places like Winchester Cathedral.
Miss Pesel didn’t need to compete for power, she shared it and in so doing
together with many other women, created lasting beauty.

           But we’re probably getting ahead of ourselves. James and John will
get there eventually, but they weren’t ready for such a life when they pulled
Jesus aside and stated their desire to be his first and second in command.
While not literally a prayer, their conversation can look like some prayers.
The kind that petitions God for things that perhaps we either aren’t ready
for or aren’t quite in line with resurrection life. The kind of prayers that
might be more about the fear and frustration that comes with changes that
might be what we wanted but don’t know how to live into. Prayers that
express our tendency to double down on things we don’t realize give us
comfort like prestige and hierarchy simply because we are familiar with
them.

           When that happens, like with James and John in today’s Gospel, or
Garth Brooks back in his high school days, perhaps we might have a more
compassionate understanding as to why the answer to some prayers is
‘no’. Such unanswered prayers are not evidence of a God who doesn’t
care. Nor are they proof that God doesn’t exist. Instead, they are God with
us in times of change or suffering, reminding us God’s ways are not to
partner with those in power. God walks with and lifts up the humble.

           Today we find ourselves living in the midst of multiple changes. I
witness evidence of fatigue, frustration, and a desire to go back the way
things were before, whatever that time is ideally remembered to be. It can
be difficult to have compassion when we feel this way. It is difficult to
envision how to adapt our ministries and our lives. It is difficult to have
patience when we see programs that used to be effective and aren’t
anymore and we don’t have a simple, easy to follow template to fix this
problem. It all can feel like just too much work. And like Garth Brooks, like
James and John, we might pray for things that are in line with systems we



know to be unjust or wrong, but we go to them because they have the
comfort of familiarity. That is also why we might start scapegoating and
blaming certain parts of the population for our struggles because of what
whoever “they” are did or didn’t do.
 
           But as comforting as these mindsets are, they aren’t the stuff of
resurrection life that calls us to live differently, to serve God. Perhaps all the
unanswered prayers of our lives are in reality guiding us gently toward
resurrection life. Perhaps all our unanswered prayers are bringing God’s Kingdom
where things like inequality become a memory closer to us all. Perhaps the song
has it right, “Some of God’s greatest gifts are unanswered prayers.”

To a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon.

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, a Sermon for Twenty-first Sunday After
Pentecost, Proper 24B, October 17, 2021 

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested: Andrea, Ted and Aven, Belle, Bill S.,
Bud and Carol, Chris L., Elena, Gloria R., Jan S, Lacey, Land and baby Rispone, Laura,
Miriam, Sharon, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Tommy, Bruce Abel, Linda Ahrens, Jeannet
Barratt, David Burton, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis Davies,
Dick Dean, Phyllis Dean, Sharon and Roy Depue, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben
Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, , Jennifer Hall, Susanne Hill, Nancy and Bob Jackson,
Peter Kachenko and family, Michael Luelloff, Monya Monroe, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert,
Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale Paul, Dan and
Nancy Reedy, Jean Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Bill

https://youtu.be/5q8no2WacgU


Woolsey, Emily Woolsey, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Zita Zolpys, and we pray for
all who care for them. **

Birthdays: April Almond Knox (10/17), Carl Ortman (10/19), Dana Carlson (10/20),
Chris Eaton (10/22)

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Music

Music recorded for Twenty-first
Sunday After Pentecost, Proper
24B, October 17, 2021. 

1. Canzonetta in e minor   Dietrich
Buxtehude

2. Passacaglia in D  Dietrich Buxtehude

Listening Links

Hymn 455 – O love of God how strong and true

Hymn 492 – Sing ye faithful, sing with gladness

Hymn 338 – Wherefore O Father

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/CanzonettaInE(17oct2021)DBuxtehude.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PassacagliaInD(17oct2021)DBuxtehude.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nKiK_0bkkQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xo9IUSJCUpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhT9gkrPPyQ
https://vimeo.com/event/4306


https://cathedral.org/worship/

Upcoming

Vestry Meeting - - October 21, 7:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - October 24, 10:30 a.m.

Prayer Shawl Group - - October 26, 9:30 a.m., J Nehls home

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - October 31, 10:30 a.m.

Necrology inclusions due - - November 1

All Souls Service - - Friday, November 5 at 4:00 pm

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C (All Saints Day) - - November 7, 10:30 a.m.

147th Annual Convention - - November 13

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - November 14, 10:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - November 21, 10:30 a.m.

Thanksgiving Day Service - - Thursday, November 25 at 11:00 am

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - November 28, 10:30 a.m.

CrossRoads Café is open Mon-Fr 9:30 am - 11:30 am and Sundays after church.

Mother Deborah Attending Prov. V
Campus Ministry Gathering This Week

Tuesday, October 19 – Thursday, October 21 Mother Deborah will be attending the
Province V Campus Ministers Gathering. This gathering includes everyone involved in
various forms of campus ministry including parish-based campus ministries like ours,
student-oriented ministries, and ministries involving multiple colleges and universities in
the same city or region. The ministers come from Ohio, Wisconsin, Michigan and Upper
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri – the states that make up a section of the
Episcopal Church geographically referred to as Province V. 

 Due to the pandemic, they will meet on-line again this year. This means Mother
Deborah will still be in town, but will not be available from 9:30 am – 2:30 pm Tuesday –
Thursday when the meetings will be taking place. She will not be available for office
hours this week. Mother Deborah is still available for appointments, emails, texts, and
phone calls this week. Participation in this gathering is part of the requirements for her
position as Convener of Campus Ministry Collaborative in the Diocese.

https://cathedral.org/worship/


Blessing of Prayer Shawls

Given the Covid shut down the past 19 months the work of the Prayer Shawl Ministry
has accumulated into quite a backlog yet to be given asway. This collection includes
shawls, baby blankets, mini prayer shawls, and comfort toys. Hopefully improving
circumstances will soon enable their distribution of the around the community. But items
needed to be blessed before distribution. This past Sunday the items pictured below
were blessed. After the blessing people were invited to take items they wanted, and
some (especially the green and white ones) have already made the trip to dorm rooms.



“Grant us those good things we dare not
nor in our blindness cannot ask.” BCP page 394-5

This comes from one of the collects after the Prayers of the People that I use on Sunday
mornings. Sometimes I wonder if we just hear the words on Sunday and forget that they
are not just words, that they translate into God at work in our lives. This week those very
words manifested in actions in my life.

It is common to see pictures of cats on social media. But four weeks ago, I saw one
posted by the Athens Humane Society that caught my attention in a way all the others
don’t. This cat wasn’t just attractive or cute. It felt connected. It was up for adoption, one
of the many in our county looking for its forever home. Even though I felt connected, I
second guessed myself. We already have cats and have been planning on getting a dog.
So, I scrolled on. Two days later I checked the website, but his picture was no longer
there. “Ah, its good,” I thought to myself. “He is someone else’s cat. Let that be a lesson:
I don’t have to have all the cats.”

On Monday, his picture once
again appeared on my
Facebook feed. Now his
information read that despite
the many applications they
received to adopt that cat,
none of them worked out or
were a good fit for him.
Sometimes I know things



instinctually. This was one of
them. I showed my husband
the picture and told him about
the many applications that
were not a good fit. He said,
“Why aren’t you applying or
him right now?” The next day
I got a call to schedule a visit.
On Wednesday we met him in
his foster home. He kissed
my hand and meowed when
Michael asked him if he
wanted to come with us and
be part of our family.
Thursday evening his foster
brought him to our house and
he is settling in as if he also
knew, just like I did, that he is
part of our family. We learned
his name is Fred because that
is the name he responds to.

We weren’t looking for a cat
to adopt. We weren’t praying
for a new family member. But
sometimes I pray that God
will grant good things I dare
not or in my blindness cannot
ask. This week, those words

manifested in God’s love in a cat named Fred who is at home in his forever home. When
I consider all the cats in our county who are without a home, perhaps one way we can
make a positive impact is by providing a loving home, if not for all the cats, then at least
for the ones we can.

Contacts, Information, Notices 

Quick Links

Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines

Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning
to in-person worship

As of August 5 the Diocese COVID
Guidelines request all persons wear masks

inside the church building regardless of
vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf


and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

CrossRoads Café on the porch is
open weekdays 9:30 am - 11:30 am.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

