
St. Francis

Twentieth Sunday
after Pentecost:

10 October 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world.

The Lessons

LESSONS for Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost: Job 23: 1-9, 16-17; Psalm 22: 1-15;
Hebrews 4: 12-16; Mark 10: 17-31. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and
to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your
mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those
good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation
of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Mark 10:2-16

As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and
knelt before him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must
I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you
call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the
commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit
adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false
witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and

https://www.lectionarypage.net


mother.’” He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” Jesus, looking
at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the
money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” When
he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were perplexed at these
words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of
God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is
rich to enter the kingdom of God.” They were greatly astounded and said to one another,
“Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible,
but not for God; for God all things are possible.”

Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus said,
“Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or
father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not
receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and
children, and fields with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. But many who
are first will be last, and the last will be first.”

The Sermon

How Love Cracks Us Open

What does it mean to be loved by Jesus? I ask that question because that
is what is going on in today’s Gospel lesson where a man approached
Jesus and asked what he needed to do to inherit eternal life. We heard as
part of his response, Jesus looked at the man and loved him. This may
seem like a small detail, in part because only the author of Mark’s Gospel
includes it in their version of this interaction. But maybe that doesn’t mean
it isn’t integral to what the author of Mark might want us to see.

           This interaction is often interpreted through the lens of stewardship,
mainly because the fall months tend to be a time when churches and
parishes remind members how important their pledges are. I certainly don’t
want to diminish that message because financial support is important. But I
also don’t want to diminish what the author of Mark was trying to tell us
about Jesus through his encounter with the man in our Gospel today.
When we look at this story through the lens of stewardship, we can end up
judging the man for feeling sad that Jesus told him he needed to sell
everything he owned and give that money to the poor. This puts the man at
a comfortable distance from ourselves, even though very few of us have
done what Jesus instructed the man to do.

           When we remember Jesus said what he said out of love, this brings
added depth to the encounter. It invites us to wonder what it means to be



loved by Jesus; to be loved by God.

           I’m sure I don’t need to remind you love is one of those overused
words in the English language, and that overuse has diluted its definition
and meaning to include everything from fondness to lustfulness to control
to enthusiasm. But surely there is a difference between loving a pet or a
spouse or a child and loving a car or a movie or a meal or a way of life.

           When I worked with Living Compass Wellness Ministry, which is a
nationwide ministry in the Episcopal Church, we talked about love as being
a choice and a commitment. We described love as a verb, an action, not a
feeling or emotion. Love is a choice to be with a person or pet through
good and bad times. Love is giving people the time and space they need to
change or adapt to changes. Love is not the same thing as allowing abuse
or harm or control. At the same time, love is not the freedom to do as one
pleases, because love considers the needs and wants and wellbeing of
another.

           When we think about what it means that God is love and God loves
us, and this love is embodied through Jesus, it means we need to look to
Jesus to gain some insight on love. Jesus did not do whatever he wanted.
Jesus was obedient to God. We might imagine that means Jesus never
caused harm, but if we go back to today’s Gospel, we could say Jesus
caused grief because that’s how the man was feeling when he left Jesus.
And that might be confusing, because we often think of love as offering
support, comfort, and help, not being disruptive.

           The Rt. Rev. Porter Taylor, the bishop of Western North Carolina,
has written about love in a way that might help us today. He wrote, “Love
is what cracks open our shells.” And that is what happened to the man in
today’s Gospel.

           It seems to me the man asked a question he might have thought he
already knew the answer to. So maybe he went to Jesus looking for
validation instead of instruction or being broken open. When Jesus said
only God is good and eternal life is living the way God prescribed when
Moses gave the Ten Commandments, the man replied he had lived that
way ever since he was a child. Of course, Jesus did not mention all the
original ten. At first he left out the ones about loving God instead of idols
and resting on the sabbath. We could assume Jesus’ instructions to the
man were about honoring those commandments, but I don’t want to get
too legalistic here. The commandments about God are about loving God
by putting God first, they are about recognizing all we have and all we are
comes as a gift from God, because God is good, not because we are.

           There is a misinterpretation of this concept that we can sometimes
see in scripture and in preaching and commentaries and some self-help



books. It’s the idea that if you are doing all the right things, you make God
feel good and God rewards you for making God feel good by giving you
wealth, prestige, and privilege. It’s sometimes called the “prosperity
gospel” and unfortunately it can get confused for what it looks like to be
loved by God. What is even more unfortunate is that this concept can be
used to con people into giving their money to a preacher or a church under
the false promise that if they do they will receive ten times what they gave,
which is a just another form of greed. Or, even worse, it can cause more
harm when someone who suffers financial loss or ill health falsely believes
those misfortunes are God’s punishment for somehow displeasing God.
Another negative side effect is people falsely believe they are good people
if they are doing well financially and therefore don’t need to participate in
religious life, or care for others, and can live for themselves alone.

           None of those examples are the love of God in Christ. When Jesus
looked at the man and loved him, he loved him for all that he is, warts and
all. Not for anything the man had done or left undone. Perhaps the man
had anticipated Jesus would tell him he already had eternal life because
his wealth was an indicator of God’s favor. But since that is not what God’s
love is, Jesus shocked the man by saying if he truly wanted to live into
those commandments about loving God, he needed to let go, not just to let
go of possessions and wealth, but the privilege and status that comes with
them and the lie that those things were signs of God’s love. Instead, he
needed to learn to walk with Jesus by walking with the vulnerable, with
those who understand that every day is a gift, and every good thing we
have is something to be grateful for because God gives not as we deserve
but because God loves us. Jesus was showing love by cracking open the
shell of privilege and status so the man might see beyond the lie of
privilege into the heart of God.

           The reason for the man’s shock and grief was Jesus had given him
a new way to think about the commandments and the law and the new
world Jesus brings through his resurrection. It was a challenge to the
man’s beliefs and perhaps to those of the disciples who further pressed
Jesus after the man’s departure by asking if he couldn’t receive eternal life,
then who?

           Jesus responded by saying that through the misunderstanding of
God’s love, it is truly impossible for anyone. But it’s not impossible for God.
Through Jesus’ resurrection we see just how deep and powerful God’s
love truly is. Jesus’ resurrection is God showing how far God is willing to
go to be with us and to save us from ourselves, that God will find a way not
to punish us but to use our sins and even death to work God’s wonders of
redemption.

           In her newest book titled The Church Cracked Open, the Rev. Can.
Stephanie Spellers expands on today’s Gospel by looking at the causes for



grief and angst in the church today: the pandemic and how it has brought
to light, or cracked open, the disparities caused by racism and privilege.
She writes about how things like declining church membership and the
ways people respond to the pandemic are the same cracking open of our
shell that the man in today’s Gospel experienced because they challenge
us to consider how we view our ministries, worship, and place in our
communities. Do we see ourselves as being separate and above our
community because we are God’s frozen chosen, or do we recognize that
our choices and actions can impact the lives of others? She challenges us
to see these events not as punishments for misdeeds or to blame others
for our suffering, but for deeper reflection and recognition for the ways the
church has failed to offer resurrection life and to repent and change and
follow Jesus by setting aside our privilege to listen to and learn from those
who are different. Like the man in today’s Gospel, it means challenging our
privilege and status and letting it go, which can feel painful, disruptive, and
cause grief. But she also reminds us God loves us all the time, even when
we are suffering and grieving, and changing, and God is not afraid to walk
with us through such times. Which means God is right here with us, not
because we are special or better than others, but simply because God
loves us.

           What does it mean to be loved by Jesus? It doesn’t mean big ornate
buildings, a busy program schedule, pews bursting with people, large staff,
or big budgets. It means from time to time our shells will be cracked open,
not to punish us or harm us or cause us grief, but so that the Holy Spirit
can enter more deeply into our lives, our church, our ministries. And so
that we can grow closer to God and each other, by remembering we don’t
do any of this on our own, but only through God, through whom nothing is
impossible. Or, as the late Leonard Cohen wrote, cracks are “how the light
gets in.”

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon.

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, A Sermon for Twentieth Sunday After
Pentecost, Proper 23 B,  October 10, 2021 

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and

https://youtu.be/7zuWmcn98fo


environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:  Andrea, Ted and Aven, Belle, Bill S.,
Bud and Carol, Chris L., Elena, Gloria R., Jan S, Lacey, Land and baby Rispone, Laura,
Miriam, Sharon, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Bruce Abel, Linda Ahrens, Jeannet Barratt,
David Burton, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis Davies, Dick
Dean, Phyllis Dean, Sharon and Roy Depue, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster,
Norm Fox, Jan Gault, , Jennifer Hall, Susanne Hill, Nancy and Bob Jackson, Peter
Kachenko and family, Michael Luelloff, Monya Monroe, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert,
Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale Paul, Dan and
Nancy Reedy, Jean Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Bill
Woolsey, Emily Woolsey, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Zita Zolpys, and we pray for
all who care for them. **

Anniversary: Lauren and Josh Wiener (10/12)

Birthdays: Charles Brient (10/10), Debbie Hillard (10/11), Daniel Dygas (10/15)

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Music

Music recorded for Twentieth
Sunday After Pentecost, Proper
23B, October 10, 2021

1. Chorale-prelude on “Out of the
depths I cry to Thee”  J.S, Bach

2. Voluntary in D - Henry Heron (18th
century English)

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/OutDepthsCryToThee(10oct2021)JSBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/Voluntary(10oct2021)HHeron.mp3


3. Chorale-prelude on “Sing praise to God who reigns above”  (Hymnal 408) Ernst
Pepping (20th century German)

4. Chorale-prelude on “Jesus all my gladness “ (Hymnal 701)  J.S. Bach

Listening Links

Take my life and let it be - Hymn 707

As newborn stars were stirred to song (Wonder, Love and Praise 788)

Many and great (Hymn 385)

Go forth for God (Hymn 347)

Psalm 22: 1-15

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE. License
#A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Upcoming

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - October 10, 10:30 a.m.,

Book Sale - - October 11-13

Walk The Walk (NAMI) - - Courthouse, 11:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - October 17, 10:30 a.m.

Vestry Meeting - - October 21, 7:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - October 24, 10:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C - - October 31 10:30 a.m.

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/SingPraiseToGod(10oct2021)EPepping.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/JesusAllMyGladness(10oct2021)JSBach.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MEZi9kdZcyQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MEZi9kdZcyQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHwcdQGelmI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jlxFmNgbnOw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m4L77GnWJ-E&t=8s
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Necrology inclusions due - - November 1

All Souls Service - - Friday, November 5 at 4:00 pm

Holy Eucharist Rite II-C (All Saints Day) - - November 7, 10:30 a.m.

147th Annual Convention - - November 13

Thanksgiving Day Service - - Thursday, November 25 at 11:00 am

CrossRoads Café is open Mon-Fr 9:30 am - 11:30 am and Sundays after church.

Blessing of the Animals

Blessing of the Animals All Week

Blessing:

Spirit of life, help us to remember that we live and work and love among the
animals. Help us to be their friends, to love them and care for them and protect
them from harm, to thank them when we use their lives for ours. Heavenly Father,
bless these animals who are companions of our lives. Hear our outpouring of love
and gratitude for them and help us translate it into love and gratitude for all your
creatures. Amen.

Lulubelle -- David Burton

Rosie -- David Burton.



Blondie -- Norman Fox Taz -- Norman Fox
(after Tasmanian Devil)

TheMalc (left) Owen (right) --
Ted and Katharin Foster

Zoey (left) Kimpton (right) --
"Grandpets" of Curt and Terri
Sherman



Harriet (left) Elwood (right) --
Rev. Deborah Woolsey and Michael
Luelloff. Scout -- Rev. Deborah Woolsey and

Michael Luelloff.

Prayer for Pets who have died: 

We give thanks, O God, for the gift of the lives of our pets who have died. Console
us in our loss and, in time, make our memories of them a source of comfort. Give
us courage to entrust them to your tender care, knowing that in every time and
season, you use the cycles of life and death, joy and sorrow, beginnings and
endings to renew your creation and restore all creation to you. Amen.

Casey -- Ted and Katharin Foster

Jack -- Michael Luelloff and Rev.
Deborah Woolsey



Porter -- Rev. Deborah Woolsey and
Michael Luelloff.

Elsie -- Katharin and Ted Foster

Contacts, Information, Notices 

Quick Links

Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning
to in-person worship

As of August 5 the Diocese COVID
Guidelines request all persons wear masks

inside the church building regardless of
vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

CrossRoads Café on the porch is
open weekdays 9:30 am - 11:30 am.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf


Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

