
Twenty-fourth Sunday
after Pentecost:

(All Saints Sunday)
7 November 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world.

The Lessons

Lessons for All Saints Sunday: Wisdom of Solomon 3: 1-9; Psalm 24; Revelation 21: 1-
6a, John 11: 32-44. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the
devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope,
we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great
glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Mark 12:38-44

As Jesus taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to
walk around in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in
the marketplaces, and to have the best seats in the
synagogues and places of honor at banquets! They devour
widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long
prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”

He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the

https://www.lectionarypage.net


treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small
copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them,
“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to
the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her
poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”

The Sermon

Ineffable Joy

If you have one of the calendars made by our friend Kelly Latimore, or any
church calendar, you might notice some of the days each month have
people’s names written on them. These people are considered among the
saints of the Church. I think of them as the Church’s superstars because
they got their names on the calendar because someone thought they
deserved credit for an innovation, sacrifice, reform, or outstanding
dedication to the historical and institutional Church. And I don’t want to
diminish any of these folks’ contributions. They are saints, but they aren’t
the only ones.

           Our culture tends to celebrate and elevate individuals who stand
out. The people who have their own page on Wikipedia. The celebrity,
entertainer, or politician. The person who pushes back against the status
quo and gains a following.

           The problem with celebrity is that it promotes a false sense of
individualism, that success was won on their own. For the Church, the
saints are not celebrities. They are not shining examples of initiative,
resourcefulness, and popularity. Instead, saints are those people who
know that ineffable joy mentioned in today’s collect that comes not from
accomplishments, but from loving God and being loved by God. Saints are
the reason the Church has survived injustices, reformations, and societal
upheavals like change and war for over two thousand years. All Saints Day
is the day we acknowledge the reason there still is a Church is because of
people we don’t know but who nevertheless make an impact because of
their love for God.

           Most of you don’t remember Pat because you never met him or
knew him. But you have experienced his love of God and neighbor. You
experienced it through me and my ministry. When I arrived at my first
parish, Pat was struggling with stepping into the role the parish had given
him. It was a role of leadership he didn’t want or feel qualified for. But that
didn’t stop him from doing his best to be faithful to a parish he and his
family love.



           Pat had been an Episcopalian for a long time, but he still had
patience with the newly ordained, and he and his family welcomed me.
Even though he loved the traditions of the church, he understood part of
church tradition is change, that the Holy Spirit works through people, so he
was not afraid to work through something new. He was willing to work with
me and try new things; if it went well, we celebrated and if it didn’t there
was no harm or blame, either way there was something to learn.

           But it was his love of God that kept an eternal twinkle of kindness in
his eye. It was a love that inspired him to want the best for people, even
his priest. The first time Michael came to a Sunday service in that parish,
we had been dating about a month or so, but had known each other
longer. Parishioners had heard a lot of stories about my neighbor Michael
and his daughter, they had met them at the pancake supper, but not in
church. I was pretty nervous that Sunday because it was the first time
Michael saw me in my liturgical role as priest. Pat was the usher and
greeter, and before the opening processional hymn, he asked me about
two visitors he noticed at church that day. I told him one person was
indeed a visitor, I didn’t know her. The other, I said, pointing to Michael, “Is
with me, so stay away from him.” Which I meant to be funny. I will never
forget how Pat brightened up with a smile that filled his whole face, his
eyes sparkling, and he said, “That’s good!”

           After I had processed down the main isle of the church, I watched
as a wave of whispers, initiated by Pat, that somehow magically
maneuvered around Michael went through the people in the pews and saw
their expressions change to joyful ones. It ended when Pat’s daughter,
who was my LEM that day, received the bread and wine from him at the
offertory and he whispered in her ear and her face lit up. As she presented
me with the bread and wine I asked her, “Does the whole parish know the
rector’s boyfriend is in attendance today?” She smiled and said, “They do
now.”

           Pat and his wife and their family came to our wedding, along with
most of the other parishioners. He was so happy and so excited for us. He
couldn’t wait for the part in the service where the congregation voices
support by saying “We will” when the priest asks the people in attendance
to say those words in support the two persons in their marriage. Pat was
so excited he shouted out “We will!” a bit too early, at a point when Michael
was supposed to speak. It was a moment of ineffable joy.

           At the time I had no idea – because I couldn’t see it through my
happiness - that parish experienced healing through my marriage to
Michael. Somehow for them it healed a wound caused by clergy abuse
many years prior. Pat led the way to healing for the parish he loved simply
by loving me, supporting the change in my life, and seeing the deeper



connection with the parish.

           Pat died this year. Despite taking precautions including being fully
vaccinated Covid-19 took him. I wept when I learned of his death. Not
unlike Jesus in our Gospel this morning. Not unlike Mary and Martha.
Because I loved Pat, like Jesus, Mary, and Martha loved Lazarus. And he
loved Michael and me. But let me tell you about those tears of love –
perhaps you have shed them, and you know their bitter sweetness. Those
tears have a bit of that ineffable joy in them that gives us vision to see the
loss, the love, and the life that is being made resurrection new. Those
tears have the Gospel in them and some of that Revelation to John that
tells us of God’s promise to renew that which was cast down in ways we
are not able to imagine.

           This renewing isn’t just going to happen in some distant future, it
will, but it is also happening now, in moments like Pat led his parish to
healing and redeeming an old wound. I have no doubt that parish is
missing him terribly. I know his family is. I also trust that parish will
continue because Pat led them to the healing they needed. And helped me
discover something about ministry I would not have learned if it wasn’t for
him. How vital it is just to share the love of God in all aspects of life
because there is so much that needs renewing and healing and being
vulnerable like that opens the way for the Holy Spirit to bring the healing
love of God to us.

           That’s the ineffable – beyond the ability of words to describe - joys
of All Saints Sunday. Today isn’t about the superstars, its about those who
love God and love their neighbors and somehow – ineffably – that love
gives resurrection life to people and parishes that transcend bureaucracy
and institutionalism and are what keeps the Church going year after year
after year.

           I don’t know who you will remember today. Whose love makes you
both smile and cry because you can somehow still feel that love is as real
as it ever was. There are so many people on whose ineffable love we
stand. Who show us the way to live forgiveness, hope, and joy. May we
always love them, love like them, and carry on the work of trusting in God
who will one day wipe every tear – be they tears of sorrow, anger,
laughter, or joy - from our eyes.

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon.

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, a Sermon for Twenty-fourth Sunday After
Pentecost, Proper 27B, October 31, 2021 (All Saints Sunday)

https://youtu.be/QG4qowrMsEQ


Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested: Andrea, Ted and Aven, Belle, Bill S.,
Bud and Carol, Chris L., Elena, Gloria R., Gordon, Jan S, Lacey, Land and baby
Rispone, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Tommy, Linda Ahrens,
Jeannet Barratt, David Burton, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis
Davies, Dick Dean, Phyllis Dean, Sharon and Roy Depue, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton,
Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Susanne Hill, Nancy and Bob Jackson,
Peter Kachenko and family, Monya Monroe, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien,
Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale Paul, Dan and Nancy Reedy, Jean
Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Woolsey, June Wieman,
Mildred Williams, Zita Zolpys, and we pray for all who care for them. **

Birthdays: Thomas Walker (11/12

Baptism:  For the upcoming baptism of Nora

Those Who Have Died: Andy Morgan

All Souls/All Saints Roll

Bruce Abel
Pat Boyt
Nonnie S. Burnes
Louise Burton
Sandra Molly Kathleen Depue
Mickie Fair
Evelyn Fox
Doris Green
David Grimland
Reid Huntley

Yolanda Moncayo
Andy Morgan
George Morse
Jim Parker
Marilyn Remonko
Mark Richardson
Phil and Joyce Richardson
Jack Smith
Jody Smith
Virginia Sustarsic



Leslie Johnson
Emily Suzanne Knox
Larry Larson
Daniel Luelloff
Judy McGinn
Abelardo Moncayo

Roland Swardson
Tom Switzer
Nancy Thomas
Danny Vickers
Eric Wrage

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Music

Music recorded for Twenty-fourth
Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 27B,
November 7, 2021
(All Saints Sunday)

Chorale prelude on “O what their joy
and their glory must be” (Hymn 623 -
O Quanta Qualia) Emma Lou Diemer

Variations on “For all the saints”
(Hymn 287 – Sine Nomine) Richard
Proulx (Trio, Canon, Gigue, Chorale,
Fugato)

Listening Links

Hymn 287 

Hymn 620 – Jerusalem my happy home

Psalm 24 -- BCP p. 803

Shall we gather at the river 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeWhatTheirJoyAndGloryMustBe(7nov2021)ELDiemer.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/FiveVariationsForAllTheSaints(7nov2021)RProulx.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rgwq7f2FpNk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ngW_dibtWU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zkbYXcc6Ne0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ONY7peRifKs


At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Coming up on the Calendar

This week:
Tuesday, November 9, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl Group (Julie Nehls)

Saturday, November 13, 9:00 a.m. - - 147th Annual Convention via Zoom 

Sunday, November 14, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist Rite II-C 

Coming Up: 
Thursday, November 18, 7:00 p.m. - - Vestry Meeting via Zoom 

Sunday, November 21, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist Rite II-C (& Holy Baptism)

Tuesday, November 23, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl Group (Julie Nehls)

Thursday, November 25, 11:00 a.m. - - Thanksgiving Day Service

Sunday, November 28, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist Rite II-C 

Sunday, December 5, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist Rite II-C 

Sunday, December 12, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist Rite II-C 

Sunday, December 14, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl Group (Julie Nehls)

CrossRoads Café is open Mon-Fr 9:30 am - 11:30 am and Sundays after church.

Pre-Convention

Pre-Convention Meeting Video

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
https://cathedral.org/worship/


If you missed last the pre-convention meeting on Zoom, the recording is now
available below and on the convention website for viewing.

Pre-convention meeting for the 147th Convention.mp4

All Souls Evening Light

Thank you to everyone who helped plan and make Friday's All Soul's Service a
lovely one. In addition to hand bells there was flute music and a cantor. We hope
the service will resonate like the music of the wind chimes that we will hear
whenever the wind blows in our hearts and minds for a long time.

Here is a link to a video of the entire service. On the video you will notice that the
wind and masks are a bit problematic for the microphones but the service and music are
beautiful.

God of grace and glory, we are
gathered here today to remember
before you those who have died. We
thank you for giving them to us, their
family and friends, to know and to
love as companions on our earthly
pilgrimage . . .

Blessing of the Tree and chimes --
writing names those who have died
on the chimes as the people
sing "Ubi Caritas"..

Covid Memorial

The memorial certainly joins in the chorus
of beautiful fall colors on campus this week.

https://vimeo.com/642359356
https://youtu.be/We2rXO7egL4


Contacts, Information, Notices 

Quick Links

Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning
to in-person worship

As of August 5 the Diocese COVID
Guidelines request all persons wear masks

inside the church building regardless of
vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf


[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

CrossRoads Café on the porch is
open weekdays 9:30 am - 11:30 am.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

