
First Sunday
of Advent

28 November 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world.

The Lessons

Lessons for the First Sunday of Advent: Jeremiah 33: 14-16; Psalm 25: 1-9; I
Thessalonians 3: 9-13; Luke 21: 35-36. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.. Amen.

The Gospel

Luke 21:25-36

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the
stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the
roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of
the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man
coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads,

because your redemption is drawing near."

https://www.lectionarypage.net


Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place.
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap.
For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times,
praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place,
and to stand before the Son of Man."

The Sermon

Good Omens

The demon Crowley in Neil Gaiman and the late Terry Pratchett’s novel Good Omens
was in favor of Armageddon in general, it was what he would have said he had been
working for, but he had hoped it was a long way off. Because after being on earth for
thousands of years, Crowley had grown fond of the humans he was supposed to be
tempting. He admired our creativity and had started living like one. Humans had shown
him to appreciate the beauty and delights of the world, how good we could be, how we
can reflect our Creator, and he started to emulate us. Crowley also had a best friend, an
angel named Aziraphale, who had been on earth as long as he had. They were meant to
be enemies, but humans taught them the joy of friendship. When Crowley found out
Armageddon had been put into motion by the forces of hell, he enlisted his friend
Aziraphale to help him avert it, so they could save the world. The novel is a funny,
sometimes irreverent, and often moving story of these two friends’ efforts to stop
something larger than themselves that had been put into motion. Even for an angel and a
demon, there was a lot that was beyond their control. Yet by the end of the novel, not to
give too much away, something did end, and something began, and the world was
saved, because of something very good: love. Not the love of friendship. Not the love for
place or things. The love of God. Which, we learn, was God’s plan all along.

           This novel is one of my favorites because of how it plays with concept of the end
of days. As Neil Gaiman said in a promotion for the TV series the novel is based on,
“Don’t panic. It’s only Armageddon, not the end of the world.”

           Every first Sunday in Advent, every first Sunday in the Church’s new year, our
scripture readings, especially the Gospel, are about what some call Armageddon, or the
apocalypse, or the end of days, or the day when Christ will return. These scriptures have
none of the comforts of a baby born in a manger, nor the familiarity of Jesus’ healing
miracles or feeding miracles, or parables that challenge social norms by including the
outcast at God’s table. The apocryphal parts of the Gospels have all the things we heard
in today’s Gospel: distress among nations, distress of the earth, people fainting from fear,
and a sense of foreboding. The Gospel writers warn of a lot of things beyond our control
that will cause fear. These Gospels also have advice that sounds a little bit like author
Neil Gaiman, “Now when all these things take place, stand up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.”



 
           In all the apocryphal texts, we are given not only a warning, we are given the
promise that Christ will return, and with his return things will be put to right. That means
all those things that are bigger than we are, things some of us might try to change but
cannot fix like poverty, injustice, racism, disease, even the pandemic, will be no more
because Christ will complete bringing God’s Kingdom to earth.

           As followers of Jesus, we are told to long for that day, to wait for it, and to prefer
such a world to the one we live in, where we see the ugliness of inequality and greed and
sin. However, I wonder if many of us can relate to the demon Crowley and be all in favor
of the return of Christ in general, but have become so comfortable with the way things
are, especially if we have found a way for systems that exclude others to work in our
favor, that we hope Christ’s return is a long way off.

           There is nothing wrong with loving the world, for there is a great deal of beauty in
it. And there are times when we humans can reflect the love of our Creator and be very
good. The return of Jesus will not ruin any of that. It is true that when Christ returns and
puts things to rights it will be uncomfortable, it will be a big change, and any change –
even ones we look forward to – can cause discomfort. For those who have benefited
from the injustices and power structures of this world, the coming of Christ will feel like
they are losing everything. Perhaps there are some people who feel that way now.
]
           Perhaps the comfort we can find whenever Armageddon or signs of the end times
come up in scriptures or in conversations (you know the ones that begin with someone
who says, “the world is going to hell in a handbasket,” is the comfort that is also in the
scriptures that the One who is coming is not a stranger, it is Jesus. The same Jesus who
died and rose again. The same Jesus who forgives, heals, and restores is who is
coming. And while none of us can predict what such a time will be like, there is hope all
the injustices will end and a new and better day will begin.

           Perhaps the Church year begins with vivid images of pain and suffering of the
world because that is part of the reality of life. I don’t have to go into detail about the
most recent tragedies to fill up our newsfeeds to remind us of that. Rather than
responding to this reality with despair by reminding us no matter what good we might try
to do there is still so much beyond our control, the readings of Advent give us hope by
reminding us God kept God’s promise through the Incarnation of Jesus and will keep
God’s promise again when Christ returns. So, when we get overwhelmed by the pain
and suffering of the world, when we feel all our efforts to make a better day are in vain,
we can remember God already has something up God’s sleeve, the love of God that may
already be at work, will return in Christ. So we can preserver and keep trying our best to
be faithful, look for signs like the good omens Jesus mentioned in the Gospel, and we
can pray: Come, Lord Jesus, even so, quickly come.

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, a Sermon for the First Sunday of Advent,
November 28, 2021

Please include in your prayers

https://youtu.be/fEbpj5c8lis


In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested: Andrea, Ted and Aven, Belle, Bill S.,
Bud and Carol, Chris L., Elena, Gloria R., Gordon, Jan S, Lacey, Land and baby
Rispone, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Tommy, Linda Ahrens,
Jeannet Barratt, David Burton, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis
Davies, Dick Dean, Phyllis Dean, Sharon and Roy Depue, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton,
Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Susanne Hill, Nancy and Bob Jackson,
Peter Kachenko and family, Monya Monroe, Mike, Abi and Leeanna Morgan, Julie Nehls,
Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale
Paul, Dan and Nancy Reedy, Jean Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and
family, Emily Woolsey, June Wieman, Zita Zolpys, and we pray for all who care for them.
**

Anniversary:  Curt and Terrie Sherman (11/29)

For the deceased:  Mildred Williams

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Music

Music for November 28,
Advent 1 – year C 2021

Recorded from Service



Prelude – Sleepers, wake   J. S. Bach

S96 – Kyrie - - Schubert

Offertory Hymn  57   Lo he comes with
clouds ascending

Communion Music  My Lord, what a
morning – Richard Billingham

Sanctus  S160 - - Schubert

Postlude - Lo, he comes with clouds descending   Robert Powel

Listening Links

Sleepers, wake (Hymnal 61)

Lo, he comes with clouds descending (Hymnal 57)

Psalm 25:1-9  BCP 616

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Coming up on the Calendar

This week:
Sunday, December 5, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist 

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeSleepersWake(28nov2021)JSBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/S96Kyrie(28nov2021)Schubert.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LoHeComes(28nov2021)Hymnal57.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/MyLordWhatMorning(28nov2021)RBillingham.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/SanctusS130(28nov2021)Schubert.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LoHeComes(28nov2021)RPowell.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JY6O3MSBY3Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1Rn-9j2NQw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f5XZSpX7dmg&t=12s
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Coming Up: 
Sunday, December 12, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist 

Tuesday, December 14, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl Group (Julie Nehls)

Tuesday, December 14, 1:00 p.m. - - Andy Morgan Service

Thursday, December 16, 7:00 p.m. - - Vestry Meeting, Zoom

Sunday, December 19, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist 

Saturday, December 25 - - Christmas Day

Sunday, December 26, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist  

CrossRoads Café is open Mon-Fr 9:30 am - 11:30 am and Sundays after church.

This Morning



Contacts, Information, Notices 

Quick Links

Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning
to in-person worship

As of August 5 the Diocese COVID
Guidelines request all persons wear masks

inside the church building regardless of
vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf


Episcopal Café CrossRoads Café on the porch is
open weekdays 9:30 am - 11:30 am.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

