
Last Sunday
after Pentecost:
Christ the King
21 November 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world.

The Lessons

Lessons for Christ the King Sunday: 2 Samuel 23: 1-7; Psalm 132: 1-13; Revelation 1:
4b-8; John 18 33-37. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved
Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth,
divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious
rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Gospel

John 18:33-37

Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and
asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do
you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate
replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief
priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”
Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my
kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to

keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”
Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For

https://www.lectionarypage.net


this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who
belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”

The Sermon

Jesus’ Kingdom

Franciscan priest and spiritual writer Richard Rohr has a quote that is perfect for today:
“If Jesus is Lord, then Caesar is not. If Jesus is Lord, then the economy and stock market
are not. If Jesus is Lord, then my possessions, country, and job are not. If Jesus is Lord,
then I am not.”

           Today most mainline denominations like the Episcopal Church and Roman
Catholic Church observe Christ the King Sunday. It’s a pretty recent addition to the
church calendar, added in the mid 1920’s as the Church’s response to the spread of
fascism and was the Church’s reminder to the world that we look to a different type of
leadership and community. I suspect it remains on our Church calendar because it is
good to reflect at least once a year on what it means to acknowledge Jesus as our king
and to be part of his kingdom.

           Fr. Rohr’s quote tells us when Jesus is our King things like the stock market,
government, possessions, country, job, personal opinions and desires are not. That
doesn’t mean we don’t have to deal with these things. What it means is they are not
intended to be the center of our lives. While I like the quote a lot, it still focuses on the
things of this world, what Jesus said in today’s Gospel are not his kingdom.

           They may not be what Jesus’ says his kingdom is made of, but they are things we
are all achingly familiar with. So much so that it might be difficult to imagine what Jesus
invited Pilot to see in today’s Gospel: a kingdom not from this world. Often this gets
interpreted to be heaven or life after death, or another world. And it is another world, but I
wonder if it doesn’t have to be separate from the world we engage in every day. Maybe,
it is the world Jesus envisions being redeemed by the love of God. It’s the same world
we all live in, with all the stuff we have to deal with, a world broken by the selfishness of
sin and greed, and despite all the pain, a world still deeply loved by God. So much so,
that God sent Jesus not to punish or hurt us or the world but to love us.

           For too many people, such love is so contrary to the world they know, they can’t
imagine what it looks like when this love is present and active in the world. It is therefore
our very good fortune this morning that we have the opportunity to be reminded what this
love looks like because in just a minute or two, we will be baptizing Nora into the Family
of Christ, another way of talking about Jesus’ kingdom here in this world.

           There is a prayer we will pray just after baptizing Nora that tells us what Jesus’
kingdom is like. It is a prayer where we will ask God to give her the stuff of God’s
kingdom here on earth. We will ask God to give her an inquiring and discerning heart
– that is a heart that is open to learning and loving God and her neighbor as herself. We
will ask God to give her courage to persevere – to not give up when life gets hard, or
when someone tries to convince her there is no hope. We will ask God to give her the



spirit to know and love God, to recognize God’s love in the gift of friendship, the love of
family, or even recognizing the holy in something as common as a television show,
movie, or book, for there is no place God isn’t. And, my favorite, we will ask God to give
her joy and wonder in all God’s works. Too often we can miss the beauty that is
around us, but when we pause to notice the intricate pattern of frost on a window, or the
colors of the birds, inspiring words of a poem or notes of music, the kindness of a
stranger, how delicious a meal cooked with love tastes, that is the stuff of joy, the
connection to the love of God.

           When I met Nora, I saw this joy and wonder and delight as she explored this
church yard and gave special attention to the Grogu doll, and you don’t have to know
him from the TV show he was on to recognize him. His cuteness took over social media,
and I thought it would be nice to bring him along when I do office hours on the porch
when our church’s coffee shop is open. I sit Grogu on a chair facing the sidewalk, put a
mask on him, because we all have to do our part these days, and give him my cup of
tea. Passersby often take a second look and smile at him, now some folks even look for
him. I figure we all have been having such a strange and difficult two years, we could all
use a little whimsy, a little something that doesn’t ask much of us and makes us smile.
Nora, of course, couldn’t resist him. She picked him up, not phased by his unusual looks,
gently slid his mask down, kissed him, and put his mask back as best she could. It was
sweet.

           And I saw in her openness an inquiring and discerning heart, a spirit that
recognizes an opportunity to love, regardless of appearance, and so much joy and
wonder. And perhaps that is what we all need more than anything, today and every day.

           So, I want to thank Nora and her family and godparents, for showing us on Christ
the King Sunday what Jesus’ kingdom can be, when we live into it.

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon HERE.

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, a Sermon for the Last Sunday After
Pentecost, Proper 29B, November 21, 2021

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

https://youtu.be/TOpBVZFEJZE
https://youtu.be/TOpBVZFEJZE
https://youtu.be/TOpBVZFEJZE
https://youtu.be/TOpBVZFEJZE


In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested: Andrea, Ted and Aven, Belle, Bill S.,
Bud and Carol, Chris L., Elena, Gloria R., Gordon, Jan S, Lacey, Land and baby
Rispone, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Tommy, Linda Ahrens,
Jeannet Barratt, David Burton, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis
Davies, Dick Dean, Phyllis Dean, Sharon and Roy Depue, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton,
Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Susanne Hill, Nancy and Bob Jackson,
Peter Kachenko and family, Monya Monroe, Mike, Abi and Leeanna Morgan, Julie Nehls,
Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale
Paul, Dan and Nancy Reedy, Jean Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and
family, Emily Woolsey, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Zita Zolpys, and we pray for all
who care for them. **

Birthdays: Preston Denton (11/21), Penny Karageorge (11/23), Allyn Reilly (11/26),
Terrie Sherman (11/26)

Baptism:  For the baptism of Nora Steen-Kieffer

For the deceased: Jim Sands

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Music

Music recorded for last Sunday
After Pentecost, Proper 29B, November
21, 2021

Prelude on the Hymn Tune
“Picardy” (Hymn 324 – Let all mortal
flesh keep silence ) Gerald Near

Partita on “Diademata” (Hymn 494 –
Crown him with many crowns)
Charles Callahan
   Processional
   Chorale
   Duo
   Meditation
   Voluntary

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeHymnTunePicardy324(21nov2021)GNear.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PartitaOnDiademata494(21nov2021)CCallahan.mp3


Listening Links

Hymn 324  Let all mortal flesh keep silence

Hymn 382 King of glory, king of peace

Psalm 93

Anthem Lift up your heads William Mathias

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Coming up on the Calendar

This week:

Tuesday, November 23, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl Group (Julie Nehls)

Thursday, November 25, 11:00 a.m. - - Thanksgiving Day Service

Sunday, November 28, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist Rite II-A 

Coming Up: 

Sunday, December 5, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist 

Sunday, December 12, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist 

Tuesday, December 14, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl Group (Julie Nehls)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynzuVpmrRQM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yt1qg_aFceg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDXwcG9j7m0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ur1HpeWQt2E
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Tuesday, December 14, 1:00 p.m. - - Andy Morgan Service

Thursday, December 16, 7:00 p.m. - - Vestry Meeting, Zoom

Sunday, December 19, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist 

Saturday, December 25 - - Christmas Day

Sunday, December 26, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist  

CrossRoads Café is open Mon-Fr 9:30 am - 11:30 am and Sundays after church.

147th Convention Recap

Adapted from {e}Connections Nov 16 2021

147th Convention recap
The 147th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Southern Ohio was held
virtually November 13 via Zoom. 

Six resolutions were considered by the Convention, including a resolution to change the
canonical status of St. Paul’s, Logan, from mission to parish status. That measure was
unanimously approved in both the lay and clergy orders.

Other resolutions adopted included approval of an updated Mission Share Funding Plan,
and continuing the work of the Reparations Task Force. Two resolutions called for
convention to approve the sponsorship of resolutions at The Episcopal Church General
Convention in July 2022. A resolution proposed by the Trustees of the Church
Foundation to create a building fund was not approved. You can see the text of the
resolutions adopted and the ballot results HERE.

Several leadership positions in the diocese were up for election; new members were
elected to Diocesan Council, Standing Committee, Trustees of the Diocese, Trustees of
the Church Foundation, Regional Disciplinary Review Board and Procter Center Board.
You can see the election results HERE.

Resolutions to approve and implement the 2022 Operating Budget were also approved.
You can see the budget HERE.

Provisional Bishop Wayne Smith addressed the convention. The video of the address
can be viewed HERE.

Reports from the Trustees of the Diocese and the Diocesan Treasurer were also
presented; the summaries of these reports will be included in the convention journal.
Written annual reports from the committees, commissions and task forces can be found
HERE.

Dates and location for the 148th Annual Convention were announced by Diocesan

https://dsoconvention.org/2021-resolutions/
https://dsoconvention.org/147-election-results/
https://dsoconvention.org/2022-draft-budget/
https://vimeo.com/645531596
https://dsoconvention.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Annual-Reports_111721.pdf


Council 1st Vice President David Thomson. The two-day, in-person gathering is
scheduled for December 9-10, 2022, at the Roberts Centre in Wilmington.

Announcements

Thanksgiving Day Service, Thursday, November 25 at 11:00 am.
Please join Mother Deborah for a service to give thanks to God for our blessings.
This service includes Holy Communion.

Holy Eucharist Rite II-A - Celebrant –Rev. Deborah Woolsey
 Altar Guild – David Burton and Lynn Graham
Eucharistic Minister – Lynn Graham
LESSONS for Thanksgiving – Joel 2: 21-27;
Psalm 126; I Timothy 2: 1-7; Matthew 6: 25-33.

CrossRoads Café will be closed Nov. 24-26  for the Thanksgiving
holiday. It will be open on Sunday, Nov. 28 after the church service and resume
regular hours 9:30 am -11:30 am Monday - Friday on Monday, November 29. 

The Administrative Office also will be closed Thanksgiving day.

Phishing, Scams, Spoofs are back!  If you get a message that seems
odd from Mother Deborah, or other clergy, do not respond to that email. If you are
not sure whether or not the message is fake (note email address), reply by using a
NEW email using their address that you know for sure is exactly correct.

Today's Baptism

Nora Steen-Kieffer
was baptized today!

Before the big event
she was really

interested in the wind
chimes (besides the

Grogu doll).

(Face blurred intentionally)



Note big and little hands below.

Contacts, Information, Notices 

Quick Links

Parish website

Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning
to in-person worship

https://www.chogs.org/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
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Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

As of August 5 the Diocese COVID
Guidelines request all persons wear masks

inside the church building regardless of
vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

CrossRoads Café on the porch is
open weekdays 9:30 am - 11:30 am.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/


www.chogs.org Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/

