
Twenty-fifth Sunday
after Pentecost:

14 November 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world.

The Lessons

Lessons for Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost: 1 Samuel 1: 4-20; I Samuel 2: 1-10;
Hebrews 20: 11-14, 19-25; Mark 13: 1-8. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Mark 13:1-8

As Jesus came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to
him, “Look, Teacher, what large stones and what large
buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great
buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all
will be thrown down.”

When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the
temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will this be,

https://www.lectionarypage.net


and what will be the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?” Then
Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. Many will come in
my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. When you hear of wars and
rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. For
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in
various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birthpangs.”

The Sermon

When Good News is Difficult to See

Is it just me, or does today’s Gospel reading feel as cold as the temperature? The word
gospel means good news, and there doesn’t seem to be anything good with a Gospel
reading where Jesus dismisses the grand extravagance of the temple as temporary. And
then talked about stuff we don’t like wars and rumors of wars and warning against
leaders who care more about getting power and prestige than they care about people.

But maybe there are those who see something different in today’s Gospel. Maybe it
really is good news if you know how to look.

Writer, preacher, professor, and former bishop Will Willimon talked about a time when he
and a group of fellow Methodists went on a mission trip to Honduras. At one point in their
trip, he and some other church folks were sitting outside around a fire with some of the
residents of the village where they were staying, and someone suggested everyone
name their favorite Bible passage, just to start conversation. As people started naming
their favorites, he noticed they all picked ones that give them some form of comfort and
made them feel loved. One person said John 3:16: “God so loved the world…”. Another
person named Psalm 23, “the Lord is my shepherd”. Then a woman who lived in the
village spoke up and said, she had always found the Gospel passage we just read to be
of comfort to her. Willimon wondered how she could find it comforting, until he learned all
five of her children had died from malnutrition and poor medical care that were not the
result of bad parenting, they were the result of a government and a system that doesn’t
help the poor. This reminded him of a pastor who worked for over two decades with the
poor in an inner city who despite always having to work on a small budget in a place that
pushed her around, kept working at her ministry. When he asked her how she kept at it,
she replied by looking out at the city and said, “Because I know that someday, all this will
end.” For both women their suffering from injustice gave them a different perspective.

It can be easy for many of us to forget that our personal experiences aren’t the same as
what everyone else is experiencing. For example, when the pandemic hit, many people
felt frightened that the security and familiarity of their routines and traditions were
threatened. Others found liberation in the changes and adaptations that were made so
that work could still get done and meetings could happen. You personally may not like
zoom, but many physically disabled or immune compromised people I know felt included
for the first time in their lives, and it was empowering for them. While some wailed the
loss of familiarity, others dared to hope the world would open its eyes and embrace new
ways to include those who had been excluded. Sometimes we can forget the same
systems and institutions that provide security and opportunity for some are often the
same systems that force others out. Sometimes we can get frustrated with systems that



can’t help because they are set up to make a profit instead of provide care. And in those
moments of frustration, maybe we can find a little empathy for the people who long and
wait for the promise of Jesus to be fulfilled: that those systems of greed, inequality and
extravagance will topple when Jesus returns to do what he did in the temple: overturn
those systems like so many tables and open the way for God’s dream for us and for this
world to come true. A world where mothers do not grieve the loss of all their children
because they could not feed them, where opioids are not sought after to ease the
burdens that drag so many people down, where no one is denied opportunity based on
lack of personal wealth, status, the color of their skin, or their gender or age. A world
where we really do respect the dignity of all people and work together to support each
other.

Perhaps a step in this direction, even now, is the practice of empathy. A few days ago,
my husband and were waiting in line to get into a doctor’s office. There were several
others in line, and they were frustrated because the office was closed for lunch. Some
blamed the pandemic. Others complained they didn’t get this luxury in their jobs. Then
Michael and I shared we experienced this same thing in other places and wondered if it
was because there are fewer employees right now. It was a question, not a statement
and invited a different way to see the situation. And then we watched as attitudes
changed and those who had been called selfish and wicked by the people we were in
line with, were now seen as stuck in systems where they were told what to do and had to
try and provide care around rules they don’t control. The people in line now had empathy
for the people who kept us waiting. By the time the doors of the office opened, there was
no mad rush, there was a lot of politeness, holding doors for each other, making room for
each other, a sense of sharing not scarcity. It was a small thing, but it still is an
expression God’s Kingdom of love that overturned fear and frustration. All because we
introduced empathy into the conversation and let it spread.

Perhaps empathy can do more. Perhaps empathy can help us recognize the good news
in life situations and in scriptures we find cold or disturbing by reminding us there are so
many people with so much loss, suffering, and struggles in their lives. We don’t have to
pity them, we can walk with each other and pray for God’s Kingdom to come, into all our
lives. 

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon here.

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, a Sermon for Twenty-fifth Sunday After
Pentecost, Proper 28B, November 14, 2021

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of

https://youtu.be/wG-bK4VYEE8


Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested: Andrea, Ted and Aven, Belle, Bill S.,
Bud and Carol, Chris L., Elena, Gloria R., Gordon, Jan S, Lacey, Land and baby
Rispone, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Tommy, Linda Ahrens,
Jeannet Barratt, David Burton, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis
Davies, Dick Dean, Phyllis Dean, Sharon and Roy Depue, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton,
Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Susanne Hill, Nancy and Bob Jackson,
Peter Kachenko and family, Monya Monroe, Mike, Abi and Leeanna Morgan, Julie Nehls,
Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale
Paul, Dan and Nancy Reedy, Jean Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and
family, Emily Woolsey, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Zita Zolpys, and we pray for all
who care for them. **

Birthdays: Ingrid Buckley (11/14), David Burton (11/16), Tiffany Sherman (11/17)

Baptism:  For the upcoming baptism of Nora Steen-Kieffer

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Music

Music recorded for Twenty-fifth
Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 28B,
November 14, 2021

Voluntary in C   18th century
anonymous

Contemplation on “Wondrous
Love”  Rebecca Groom Te Velde
(Hymn 439)

Chorale Prelude on “Wake awake for
night is flying”  Michael Praetorious (Hymn 68 – Wachet Auf)

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/VoluntaryInC(14nov2021)Anonymous.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ContemplationWondrousLove(14nov2021)RGroomTeVelde.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeWakeAwakeNightFlying(14nov2021)MPraetorious.mp3


Listening Links

Signs of ending all around us Wonder, Love, and Praise Hymn 721

All my hope on god is founded    Hymn 665

Canticle: 1 Samuel 2 1-10 Song of Hannah Note: This canticle takes the place of the
psalm for this Sunday

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy Hymn 470

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Coming up on the Calendar

This week:
Thursday, November 18, 7:00 p.m. - - Vestry Meeting via Zoom 

Sunday, November 21, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist Rite II-C (& Holy Baptism)

Sunday, November 21 - - Pledge drive culminates

Coming Up: 
Tuesday, November 23, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl Group (Julie Nehls)

Thursday, November 25, 11:00 a.m. - - Thanksgiving Day Service

Sunday, November 28, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist Rite II-C 

Sunday, December 5, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist Rite II-C 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8y1iCGOVBiA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nN3vNz4XndM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a6VplwbGJkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G0KCECDL7sE
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Sunday, December 12, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist Rite II-C 

Sunday, December 14, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl Group (Julie Nehls)

CrossRoads Café is open Mon-Fr 9:30 am - 11:30 am and Sundays after church.

Bishop Smith’s address to the  Convention

To view Bishop Smith’s address
to the 147th Convention and more
go to the DSO's Convention page. 

To view address scroll down
to the Bishop's address. 

Or view the Bishop's
address directly via Vimeo.

Announcements

Tuesday -- Mother Deborah will be taking Tuesday November 16 off in addition
to her usual day off which is Monday. In case of emergency, please contact the
Senior Warden.

Thanksgiving Day Service, Thursday, November 25 at 11:00 am.
Please join Mother Deborah for a service to give thanks to God for our blessings.
This service includes Holy Communion.

Phishing, Scams, Spoofs are back!  If you get a message that seems
odd from Mother Deborah, or other clergy, do not respond to that email. If you are
not sure whether or not the message is fake (note email address), reply by using a
NEW email using their address that you know for sure is exactly correct.

For the service this morning
it was colder and more windy than
expected and the service was moved
inside.

https://dsoconvention.org/
https://vimeo.com/645531596


Unless there is really challenging
weather next Sunday, don't expect to be
inside, for the folks having the baptism
want the service outside if possible.

Contacts, Information, Notices 

Quick Links

Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning
to in-person worship

As of August 5 the Diocese COVID
Guidelines request all persons wear masks

inside the church building regardless of
vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf


Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

CrossRoads Café on the porch is
open weekdays 9:30 am - 11:30 am.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

