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This Upcoming Sunday

Twenty-fifth Sunday After Pentecost
November 14, 2021

10:30 a.m. Service (Order of Worship)
Holy Eucharist Rite II-C  
Outdoors front porch
Celebrant – The Rev. Deborah Woolsey
Lector – Alex Buckley
Prayer Leader – Allyn Reilly
Eucharistic Minister -- Lynn Graham
Altar Guild – Sally Spero
LESSONS for Twenty-Fifth after Pentecost: 1
Samuel 1: 4-20; I Samuel 2: 1-10; Hebrews 20:
11-14, 19-25; Mark 13: 1-8.
https://www.lectionarypage.net/

Help to set up before the service and
to put things away after is greatly

appreciated.
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I had hoped the gage for returning to inside would be the number of new cases and
active cases of Covid -19 in Athens reduce to none and the risk level go from red to
yellow. However, Athens County remains at a high risk of spread of transmission, even
as we see the number of active cases slowly going down. Vaccination rate remains
under 50%.

However I am aware that the temperature is getting colder and many of you do not have
suitable clothing to help tolerate the cold.

These circumstances change going inside from a celebration of a slower spread of the
virus and less risk of transmission into something we have to do because of the cold,
despite the continued high risk of transmission in Athens County. Because of this
continued risk:

We will wait until after Ohio University’s deadline for mandatory vaccination has been
met.

When we do go inside, we will take precautions suggested by the CDC and WHO:

Masks need to be worn regardless of vaccination status.

Six feet of distance must be kept.

Ventilation will be improved as best we can with what we have.

The service will be shortened, and the balcony will also be open for seating.

Holy Communion will continue to be offered in one kind (bread) only.

We do this not to cause discomfort or suffering, but out of a sense of responsibility to the
community and care for each other.

If you are not able to tolerate the cold when we are outside or do not feel safe
despite the precautions inside for the service, it is okay to stay at home. You know
what is best for you. We will continue to offer the Sunday email with the prayers,
Gospel reading, sermon, and music to include the members who are not ready to
return to in-person worship.

Above all, let us remember to be kind to each other as this is not an easy time for any of
us.

Coming up on the Calendar

Saturday, November 13, 9:00 a.m. - - 147th Annual Convention via Zoom 

Sunday, November 14, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist Rite II-C 

Thursday, November 18, 7:00 p.m. - - Vestry Meeting via Zoom 



Sunday, November 21, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist Rite II-C (& Holy Baptism)

Sunday, November 21 - - Pledge drive culminates

Tuesday, November 23, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl Group (Julie Nehls)

Thursday, November 25, 11:00 a.m. - - Thanksgiving Day Service

Sunday, November 28, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist Rite II-C 

Sunday, December 5, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist Rite II-C 

Sunday, December 12, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist Rite II-C 

Tuesday, December 14, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl Group (Julie Nehls)

Tuesday, December 14, 1:00 p.m. - - Andy Morgan Service

CrossRoads Cafe' is open Mon-Fr 9:30 am - 11:30 am and Sundays after church.

News and Announcements

Tuesday -- Mother Deborah will be taking Tuesday November 16 off in
addition to her usual day off which is Monday. In case of emergency, please contact
the Senior Warden.

Coats – It’s Not Too
Late to Make a
Difference

Whoever has two coats
must share with anyone who
has none; Luke 3:11a

So far, we have received
about 20 winter coats and all
of them have been given
away. That means 20 people
can tolerate the colder
weather a bit better, thanks
to your generosity.

It is not too late to share if you have more coats than you need. We are still accepting
donations. You can drop them off at the church during office hours. Just hang them on
the hooks on the wall to the right of the chapel.



A big thank you to Heather Irwin for heading up the coat ministry and her work sorting,
displaying, and moving the coats outside and inside as is necessary.

Reflective Questions:
Who/What Do You Miss?

A new ministry this semester has been posting an
interactive sign with a question for passersby and
parishioners to answer. The sign invites the answer to be
written on a mirror, which reflects both the person and the
neighborhood and is symbolic of how we are all part of
the community. This month’s question fit with our
observance of All Saints and All Souls by asking who or
what someone is missing. This question received more
engagement than the previous questions. Answers
ranged from serious, spiritual, family, or personal losses
to silly or funny responses and there were a few immature
responses. Whether the responses were deeply serious
or superfluous, all of them are evidence of accepting the
invitation to share a person’s self with us.

I say prayers over the responses and add my own in hope this engagement helps show
our neighbors we do care for them.

Whether you answer the question on the sign in person or in prayer at home, I ask you to
join the conversation by reflecting on Who and/or What Do You Miss? The invitation to
name what we have lost is part of the process of grief and healing and this simple act
can help not just individual healing, but the healing of communities and families. The
question originated from materials from the Becoming Beloved Community initiative.

Many Blessings,

Mother Deborah

Pre-Convention Meeting Video

If you missed the pre-convention meeting on Zoom, the recording is available below and
on the convention website for viewing.

Pre-convention meeting for the 147th Convention.mp4

Pray for Clergy and Delegates for
Diocesan Convention Saturday, November 13

https://dsobeloved.org/
https://dsoconvention.org/
https://vimeo.com/642359356


Diocesan Convention meets by zoom again this year starting at 9:00 am on Saturday.
Please pray for our clergy and delegates who from the comfort of their homes will be
voting on several resolutions, positions for Diocesan committees and councils, and
approval of the 2022 Diocesan Budget. You can learn more about Diocesan Convention
at the website: dsoconvention.org.

147th Annual Convention
"Proclaiming the Dream"

Nov. 13, 2021

(from {e}Connections) The 147th Annual Convention
of the Diocese of Southern Ohio will be held virtually
via Zoom on Saturday, November 13, 2021, beginning
at 9 a.m.

Canonically resident clergy, certified lay delegates, and others granted seat and voice in
the convention have been automatically registered for the Zoom meeting. The
information for the Zoom meeting was sent out late last week.

Canonically resident clergy and certified lay delegates will use the same voting
credentials that they received prior to the pre-convention meeting.

Anyone wishing to simply observe the convention may do so - click here for the Zoom
registration. The bishop's convention address will be posted on the convention website
immediately after it is presented.

Find all convention information and forms at our convention website,
dsoconvention.org, or find the convention tab at the top of the diocesan website.

Landscape Project Memorials

The front lawn of Good Shepherd is looking
different these days. The grass on the steep
hard-to-mow areas has been covered in
preparation for landscaping with low-spreading
evergreens and rocks. The overgrown bushes
in the flowerbed beside the walk have been
replaced by a crab apple tree and the Covid
memorial has been moved to this area to
become a space for contemplation and
reflection.

Currently Blue Rug junipers are being planted
and rocks placed. Because we have not been

https://dsoconvention.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4lVbNAYhS0OOYheKKwNASw
https://dsoconvention.org/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/


able to meet in person, parishioners have not
had the opportunity the past two Easters and
last Christmas to donate flowers (lilies and
poinsettias) in thanksgiving or memory.  For
this landscape project parish members are
invited to donate living memorials in
thanksgiving at a cost of $30 per memorial.
These plants will continue to grow and will last
for much longer than a holiday. If you wish,
include a name or what you are thankful for
with your living memorial donation. The church
will keep track.

Thanksgiving Day Service,
Thursday, November 25 at 11:00 am

Please join Mother Deborah for a service to give thanks to God for our blessings.
This service includes Holy Communion.

Squirrel mischief
The squirrels have been digging
out the juniper seedings either for
sport or to bury nuts. They don't
eat the seedings, just pull them out
and leave them to dry out.

As one solution we are trying to to
place rocks around the seedlings.
We have to use larger rocks. The
squirrels just move the smaller
rocks.



It was a crisp, but beautiful sunny day for the Service for All Souls last
Friday. In case you missed it here is a link to a video of the entire service.
The wind was a bit problematic for the microphones but the service and
music is beautiful.

https://youtu.be/We2rXO7egL4


Contacts, Information, Notices

 Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com.

For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation
—e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/


church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin
(740-593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday.

The Diocese COVID
Guidelines request

all persons wear masks
inside the church

building regardless of
vaccination status.

https://www.chogs.org/

