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Church Building and Office Reminder
(22 April 2021)

The Diocese has just Updated Guidelines for
Public Worship (includes Ohio guidelines and
other useful links regarding potential parish
activities). However, this still means no indoor
services or regular church office hours for the
time being. Someone might be in the office
between 10:00 am and 12:00 pm, Monday
through Thursday. Please call ahead or knock.
However, if at all possible please correspond by
email, phone, or regular mail. The visiting and
working about the church grounds is
encouraged, but the building (inside) remains
closed until further notice.

Reading with the Rector: Two Books of Hope

Virus as a Summons to Faith by Walter Brueggeman (Cascade Books) and
We Shall be Changed: Questions for the Post-Pandemic Church, edited by Mark D.
W. Edington (Church Publishing).

I read these two slim books in less than a week. Although they are short, both paperback
books offer Biblical and theological insight into the pandemic. I suggest they could be
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good reads for anyone, especially if you are curious to explore the pandemic from a non-
partisan vantage point and expand the conversation beyond safety protocols and
vaccines.

Virus as a Summons to Faith by Walter Brueggeman feels like
reading a true prophet, who gives a truly prophetic exploration of
the pandemic and our response to it as individuals and as a
church. As a self-described Biblical teacher, Brueggeman takes us
through both Old and New Testaments to remind us of plagues
that feature strongly in Biblical narrative. Plagues served different
purposes in different Biblical stories, but they often remind both
the oppressor and the oppressed that God is God and they are
not. Brueggeman also uses Biblical narrative to remind us that
God is with us in times of suffering rather than to protect us from
suffering, and to show how times of suffering can lead to change
from following systems/leaders that create inequalities, to
following God.

We Shall be Changed is a collection of essays written
by a variety of authors from seminaries, dioceses, and
universities from around the world. Notable contributors
include former bishop of Chicago Jeffery Lee, bishop of
Texas Andrew Doyle, executive director of Anglican
Studies at Episcopal Divinity School and Union
Theological Seminary Miguel Escobar, English
professor and theologian in residence at the Cathedral
of the Holy Trinity in Paris, France, Greg Garrett, and
managing program director at the Episcopal Church
Foundation James Murphy.
These and other essayists explore questions of how we
as a church will have to adapt to the changes caused
by the pandemic that directly impact the church
financially, mission-wise, liturgically, and in leadership.
Each brief essay offers theological insight, challenge,
and different perspectives of the church through the
shared experience of the pandemic.

Both books give plenty of food for thought and reason for hope even as we witness so
many changes around us and perhaps even find ourselves changed.

Many Blessings,
Mother Deborah

From (e)Connections --
Diocesan Listening Sessions
scheduled

The Standing Committee has made
plans for diocesan listening sessions as the next step in our bishop transition. These



online sessions will offer clergy, diocesan leaders, and parishioners an opportunity to
share your concerns and hopes at this moment in the life of our diocese.

We have engaged New Realm Consulting, led by the Rev. Canon Alissa Newton, to host
the sessions. She and her team will lead the meetings and take notes during the
conversations. They will then write a report for the Standing Committee. We will, in turn,
make a thorough report to the whole diocese.

Sessions are targeted for specific cohorts throughout the diocese. Advance registration
for any of the sessions is required. Each session has a separate registration link. After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
meeting.

((Editor's note: below are sessions of interest to lay persons.))

Wednesday, May 12 at 7:00 p.m.: General (parishioners, and anyone who can’t attend
another session) Register here

Friday, May 14 at 7:00 p.m.: Lay Leaders (Vestries, Diocesan Council, diocesan
committees) Register here

Saturday, May 15 at 2:00 p.m.: General (parishioners, and anyone who can’t attend
another session) Register here

If you have any questions regarding the Listening Sessions, contact the Standing
Committee at standingcommittee@diosohio.org.

Organ Restoration Project as of Today

The full Review of the multi-year Organ Restoration Project written
by Marsha Reilly can be found HERE.

Below is the current status for Phase III.

March 2021 
An updated quote for $91,400 received. The scope of work is
identical to the quote received in 2018. This quote is good until
Dec. 31, 2021.

March 2021
I applied for a Church Foundation Grant through the diocese. The grant was denied but a
Wells loan of up to $95,000 at 3.5% for 10 years was offered. ... We have about $54,000
in the organ fund at this time. A big thank you to all have donated. A fundraising effort is
being mounted to raise as much as possible so a smaller loan will be needed.

The rubber roof covering the organ chamber needs to be examined and most likely
replaced as part of this project, so water leaks and ceiling damage do not recur as in
1999. ...

If possible, it would be wonderful to have the work completed before we return to inside
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worship.  However, that does mean signing the contract as soon as soon as possible.

Note that the high cost of Phase III is due the intensive skilled artisan labor required for
this phase of the project. We have been fortunate to have the Muller Organ Company as
our technician since 1995. His company has been in business for just over 100 years,
and they are known in the organ world as experts in Aeolian-Skinner organs.

Also note that, according to John Muller, the cost in today’s dollars of replacing the
instrument would be about $350,000.

Recently David Burton sent a letter to choir members, David writes:

"... The Diocese will loan us the remaining funds at a low interest rate, but like all loans, it
must be repaid, thus costing us more in the long run. Wouldn’t it be terrific if we didn’t
have to borrow all that money?"

"My idea is that we who sing, who have sung, and who sometimes sing in the choir rise
to the occasion and come up with a contribution to the fund. A parishioner has said that
they will match dollar-to-dollar raised by the choir, up to $10,000. You might think this a
daunting challenge, and perhaps it is. But let’s try. We’ve certainly risen to many musical
challenges. What’s one more? And for what better cause?"

"Surely you are like me when you think about a year without church, without singing, and
without being able to make “a joyful noise unto the Lord” as we so often have done. Our
joyful noise has been supported and enhanced by this wonderful instrument. The work
that needs to be done is really preventive maintenance to ensure that the organ
continues to support and enhance the worship at Good Shepherd."

So current singers and singers emeriti now is your chance to double your
contributions. As of last week this matching opportunity has raised $3750 from the
choir. Thanks to those who have given we are well on our way but could raise $6250
more to take full advantage of the matching offer.

And for everyone, please help in meeting this fantastic challenge in thanksgiving for all
the wonderful music this fine instrument as given us and will continue to make once
we’re able to be back inside the building.

As we know, many hands make light work. Many parts, small to large together make the
glorious sound of the organ possible. Many donations, no matter how small or large, will
insure completing the restoration of this unique treasure in our worship space with
borrowing the least money possible.

DONATE to the Organ Fund
This takes you to the Parish Home page where you can easily

donate on line or see other options.

(Ted Foster, E-news editor)
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And speaking of generosity ...

Michael, while making his regular Friday church
maintenance and cleaning rounds noticed that people,
quite likely students moving out, have been very
generous and have given a lot of food and even some
feminine products to the food pantry. Thank You!

The "Giving Tree" has also worked very well this week
with at least 45 masks taken.

BOOKS, BOOKS GLORIOUS BOOKS

We continue with our project of using our seller account with Amazon to
sell books that you no longer need and have donated to Good Shepherd
for that purpose. For several years we have maintained a stock of 300-
325 books, which translates into 70-80 sales per year. This is very
gratifying, and the money we raise helps support our ministry in the
community. But a book can only be sold once, and so we must continue
to replenish our stock.

We have a few parishioners who are regular donors
and several who have made one-time donations over
the years. And with The Anthony keeping us cooped
up at home, now might be a good time check your
shelves and see if you have books you would like to
donate to this project. All donations of any size and
from any source are much appreciated. Books I can’t
list on Amazon will be sold at our Front Porch sale in
the Fall,

Thank you for your continued support of Good Shepherd. (Jack Flemming)

Repeated from last week if you missed it. On our Good Shepherd
Sunday Kelly Lattimore posted the following on his Facebook page.

"Happy Good Shepherd Sunday

This icon holds a lot of meaning for me. It was painted for a parish
that is dear to my heart, The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
in Athens, Ohio. The people of the parish were an integral part to our

mission, work, and community life of the Good Earth Farm where I lived and worked for
six years. The community at the farm grew and gleaned produce for the many food
pantries in the area, inviting anyone in the Athens community to join us, from planting,
harvesting, and delivering food, to collecting eggs, feeding pigs, and shearing sheep.
There is much to be said about the conversations and connection that come from
weeding an entire row of carrots with a complete stranger. Our real work was about



communion. We hoped our work as farmers brought us a greater connection to Creation
and the marginalized. We hoped to be a sign for the dignity of work and the reverent use
of resources. We wished to balance the roles and responsibilities that uplift the common
good while respecting the individual's need for creativity and autonomy, to be signs of
peace while working side by side. Most shepherds in Jesus’ day would spend weeks with
their flock out in the wilderness. The shepherd would even drink the milk of the ewes for
sustenance. He needed them as much as they needed him. The Good Shepherd is not a
sign of a Jesus who rules over us, or tells us what to do, or of our almighty benefactor.
Rather, it is a sign that the world—like humanity—is a place where God communes with
us. The relationship of humanity to creation isn’t just to ensure its flourishing, or to
prevent its extinction, or, worse, to consume our allotted share of it and dominate it. It is
to bring creation into the relationship of praise and thanksgiving, and see it all, and our
very lives, as gifts.

To all of my fellow Good Earth Farm companions, The Good Shepherd Episcopal
Church, The Diocese of Southern Ohio, to the many groups, organizations,
Congregations, lone individuals, interns, and priests who joined us on our way. . .
Thinking of you today. "

Kelly Latimore
Kellylatimoreicons.com

And check out this article in Christian Century magazine: Iconographer Kelly Latimore
sees God in plain sight “People asked, ‘Is it George Floyd or Jesus?’ .My answer was
yes.” Robert Lowes interviews Kelly Latimore. April 26, 2021

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation
—e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701
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The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
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Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.–12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.
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