
First Sunday after Pentecost:
Trinity Sunday

30 May 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and
serve Christ in loving service to the campus, the

community, and the world

Lessons

LESSONS for Trinity Sunday– Isaiah 6: 1-8; Psalm 29; Romans 8: 12-17; John 3: 1-17.
https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given to us your servants grace, by the
confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the
power of your divine Majesty to worship the Unity: Keep us steadfast in this faith and
worship, and bring us at last to see you in your one and eternal glory, O Father; who with
the Son and the Holy Spirit live and reign, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Anonymous

https://www.lectionarypage.net


The Gospel
John 3:1-17

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.
He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that
you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do
these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus
answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom
of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him,
“How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter

a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is
born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that
I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you
hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things
be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand
these things?

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet
you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended
into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him.

Trinity Math 

  A few years ago the National Geographic Channel aired a series called The Story of
God that explored aspects, practices, and origins of many religions, including
Christianity. It was an interesting series, but what I remember it for was the episode that
introduced me to someone who passionately spoke about how he sees God in - of all
things - mathematics.

   His name is Ard Louis, and he is Professor of Theoretical Physics at Oxford University.
The intention of the episode was to explore how religious people attempt to prove the



existence of God. Professor Louis stood out to me because of how he approached belief
in God. Instead of engaging in competitive analogy, Louis talked about the sense of awe
and wonder he experiences in nature and how the order found in nature, like the veins in
a leaf, point to the existence of God. He went on to speak with energy about an equation
called the Dirac equation which predicted antimatter and the behavior of particles at high
energy and velocity before they were confirmed by observation four years after British
physicist Paul Dirac discovered the equation that bears his name. This equation inspires
Professor Louis because in that equation, specifically, in the relationships between the
numbers that make up the equation, he sees the same beauty of awe and wonder that
points to the existence of God that he sees in nature.

   He's not the only mathematician to experience God in mathematical equations.
Japanese author Yoko Ogawa's beautiful novel The Housekeeper and the Professor
features a fictional professor who experiences God in the relationships between
numbers. We learn this professor is not interested in merely coming up with right
answers, but in the journey, in the process of finding what he called an elegant solution.
When he had a rare moment of solving an equation elegantly, as he described it, he
gave credit to God, saying God opened God's notebook to reveal truth. This
characteristic of the fictional professor is how he is able to have meaningful relationships
with people in his life while struggling with a head injury that left him unable to remember
anything for longer than eighty minutes.

   These two professors experiencing God in what they described as elegance or beauty
in mathematical equations were the first time I have heard a mathematician talk like that.
Their experience of God in the relationship between numbers was a new, intriguing, and
beautiful concept for me. Especially because I am not someone well versed in the
language or practice of math. I understand how some people are turned on by the beauty
of a well written phrase or sentence or story. I had no idea there are people who
experience math in that same way.

     When it came to trying to use math or science to prove the existence of God,
Professor Louis said that was the wrong approach. Much like Christian writer and
intellectual Francis Spufford wrote, Louis believes God is not part of the universe, and
therefore not subject to its laws and limitations. God, for example, is not a bigger,
smarter, more complex version of ourselves existing in the confines of the universe that
we can go looking for like a planet or a particle. Instead, God is what the whole universe
exists in. Therefore attempting to prove God's existence through science is futile.
However, Professor Louis believed we can know God does exist like we know we are
loved or love someone else. Love can't be proven like a formula, only observed as
people grow in love over time, whether that is love of spouses, siblings, friends, or
parents and children, or families. It's all in the beauty of the relationship.

  Professor Louis' approach to understanding the existence of God is a lovely way to
approach today's observance of Trinity Sunday. Once a year, always on the Sunday
after Pentecost Sunday, the Church gives us a day to reflect on the doctrine that is
unique to Christianity that is Three distinct Persons (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) in One
God. Over the thousands of years of the Church's existence, people in the Church have
struggled to understand and explain this doctrine. Some explanations have been
dismissed as heresies (a word that means false teaching). Many a preacher has
attempted to use this Sunday to try and teach the doctrine of the Trinity. And there is
nothing wrong with that approach; except that I wonder if maybe it misses the point, like
trying to prove the existence of God.

    Biblical scholars and commentators point out the word trinity does not appear



anywhere in the Bible. However, what does appear repeatedly in both the Old and New
Testaments are people's experience of God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Perhaps
Trinity Sunday isn't so much about proving the Trinity doctrine as it is about attempting to
share how real our experience of God is.

    For Professor Louis, that experience happens in the relationships in mathematical
equations. For others it might be in the relationship between written words. Or in
relationships between people, or in the relationships between notes of music. Trinity
Sunday can be a time to listen to and learn from the experiences of others and humbly
admit God is much more than our preferred depiction of God. At its best, Trinity Sunday
is an invitation to engage in the practice of Holy Imagination, letting God be God instead
of limiting God to our definition as a form of proof.

    I have never imagined what it would be like to experience God in a mathematical
equation. Mostly because math wasn't my strongest subject in school, and I did not enjoy
it. Math was a chore, something I had to get through with a decent grade. And the
question I asked most often of my math teachers was, "When am I ever going to use this
in the real world"? Now I regret to say I never saw the beauty in math. I didn't realize I
had missed the opportunity to come close to God and for God to come close to me
every time I worked on math homework. Professor Louis's reasoning makes sense to
me. If the universe exists in God, then there isn't any part of the universe where God
isn't. That means God can be anywhere and everywhere, even in math.

   What sounds especially Trinitarian to me is experiencing God in the relationship
between the numbers in mathematical equations. Because that is how I imagine the
Trinity: God is love, and love is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and love is the relationship
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God wants to give us this love and create a
relationship with us. This love is the self-sacrificing love Jesus showed us in his life,
death, resurrection, and ascension. This love doesn't pit person against person in
competition for power and importance. It is the perfect equality, one that does not deny
personhood but makes it part of the one whole.

    The intellectuals who know the specifics of those Trinitarian heresies I mentioned
earlier might remember what made the idea or analogy a false teaching was it lifted one
Person of the Trinity over the others. Trinity isn't a reflection of our sinful striving for
power or competition for resources or attention. Trinity does not need to prove who is in
charge. Trinity is the perfect love and equality that casts out sin and carries each other.

  If you ever wonder what the Kingdom of Heaven looks like, or what the Beloved
Community is like, look no further than the Trinity. To the love that carries each other
through all of life, that makes room for one another and leave no one behind.

    Another aspect of Trinity is we are invited into this love. We can see this invitation in
all of the Bible readings for today. God is not separate and apart from the world, as we
read in John's Gospel, God loves the world - or universe - so much God gave God's own
self to it. This observable selfless act of love in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
and gift of the Holy Spirit, is intended to engage in the universe like mathematicians
engage in a complex equation, to become part of the elegance and beautiful experience
of being in relationship with the universe and those of us who inhabit it. That is just
another way to say God sent Jesus to give us eternal life. Eternity isn't a cold number too
big to be part of an equation, but the elegant holy equation itself that makes room for us
all, even, and especially those students who struggled with math.

   This Trinity Sunday has me looking at math differently. I appreciate it and those who



love it more than I did. Because now I can imagine God is in the equations, even if I don't
understand them. I hope this Trinity Sunday opens your heart and mind and soul to the
infinite and eternal possibilities God is present to you and inspires you to notice the
beauty that points to God and to engage in that perfect love that carries us closer
together to that elegant Trinitarian equation that is God's Kingdom where even math is
beautiful.

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for the Standing Committee, John our Canon of the Ordinary,
and the search process for a new bishop, for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting
bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:   Belle, Bill S., Bud and Carol, Chris L.,
Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Linda Ahrens, Ted and Andrea, Winkie, Bill, Annie
and Kathleen, David Bell, Robert Betz III, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-
Cook, Glinnis Davies, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox,
Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth Holden, John Jefferson, Peter Kachenko and family,
Scott Kemball-Cook, Monya Monroe, Don Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert,
Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale Paul, Jean
Thomas, Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn,
Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, and we pray for all who care
for them. **

Anniversary:  Alex and Geoff Buckley (6/2)

For the Deceased:  William Kaldis, Mark Richardson

https://youtu.be/Co7lMJtXzxM


** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

The music for this Sunday
is in celebration of the
First Sunday after Pentecost:
Trinity Sunday, May 30, 2021.

1. Glory be to God on high. J.S. Bach (Hymn 421)

2. Be Present, Holy Trinity Jerald Near (based on
an ancient chant from Sarum cathedral)

3. Partita on "Nicasa"  Charles Callahan
(Hymn 362 - Holy Holy Holy)

1. Prelude
2. Chorale
3. Adagio
4. Interlude
5. Toccata

Listening Links:

Hymn 370

Canticle 13 – Benedictus Es, Domine Hymnal S-236 (Glory to you, Lord God of our
Fathers) This canticle is also found on page 90 of BCP.

Hymn 362

Hymn 473

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/AllGloryGodOnHigh(30may2021)JSBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/BePresentHolyTrinity(30may2021)JNear.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PartitaNicasaHolyHolyHoly(30may2021)CCallahan.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gXj_epqheMw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h1QS8P3z6hA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SHDNs7Dt5M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DqSZPjo1MN8
https://vimeo.com/event/4306


churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services. http://diosohio.org/doing-
church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Prayer for Memorial Day

  In the latest reflection from my colleague the Rev. Scott Stoner
creator of Living Compass, an Episcopal ministry on wellness, he
writes about the value in remembering as keeping us from being
"stuck in the present."

  I was struck by this phrase because I some times feel in our desire
to end the pandemic and return to "normal" we can be short sighted
and neglect to look back at the parts of "normal" that were not good
and therefore miss an opportunity to change them for the better so
that we might emerge from the pandemic more aware of who has
been struggling and reach out to include them.

  Over the years I have attended many Memorial Day ceremonies. My hometown boasts
the largest and one of the best Veterans Homes in the country. Because of this we have
truly moving ceremonies that include local schools, scout troops, churches, and other
local volunteer groups. My hometown has not one but two Memorial Day parades, one in
town and one at the Veterans home; the local school bands march in both parades. The
Veterans Home also has one of the largest cemeteries in the state and early every
Memorial Day morning local volunteers gather there at sunrise to help put small
American flags out in front of every headstone. Memorial Day is a big deal where I come
from.

   In every ceremony every Memorial Day we listen to high school students recite two
speeches: In Flanders Fields and Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address. Repeating
these speeches year after year helps us remember that the best way to honor the people
who died fighting in wars is to change and find other ways of resolving conflict. I
remember the diversity of people who attend these ceremonies and how everyone
whether they were military veteran remembering their fallen friends, parents of band
students, or community members, we all resonated with the ideal of finding better ways
to resolve conflict.

   This is as true this Memorial Day as we are invited to remember those who died
fighting in wars. And maybe this Memorial Day we might also be encouraged to apply
the wisdom of how we remember the losses of wars to the losses of the pandemic to
endeavor to work together to create a new normal that better reflects our faith that all
people are beloved of God and respects the dignity of every human being.so that those
who died "shall not have died in vain."

  Many Blessings,
Mother Deborah

http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47380/in-flanders-fields
http://www.abrahamlincolnonline.org/lincoln/speeches/gettysburg.htm


O Judge of the nations, we remember before you with grateful hearts the men and
women of our country who in the day of decision ventured much for the liberties
we now enjoy. Grant that we may not rest until all the people of this land share the
benefits of true freedom and gladly except its disciplines. This we ask in the name
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. BCP page 839

Announcements

The Yale Whiffenpoofs x
Athens Photo Project:

a benefit concert,

Friday, June 04, 2021

06:30 PM - 08:30 PM

Zenner House (on Utah Place)

Learn More & Tickets

Please Help Us As We Return to In Person Worship on June 6

Sundays will be more than an email, and we need YOU to help.

To make in person services possible, we need volunteers to:

Set Up- arrive 30 min early and set up microphones and speakers, bring out
keyboard, podium, chairs, prayer books and hymnals, altar and table.

Take Down - stay a few minutes after church to put altar, table, chairs, microphone
and speakers, books, keyboard back in narthex.

Readers - read lessons during service from microphone

Prayer Leader - prepare and lead prayers of the people in the service

Altar Guild - set up and clean up for Holy Communion

If you have done any of these ministries in the past, we invite to take them on again. If
you don't feel ready or are inclined to let them go, we understand. We can make room
for changes here.

https://whiffs.ticketbud.com/the-yale-whiffenpoofs-x-athens-photo-project-a-benefit-concert? _ga=2.3985331.2048506762.1622214535-426372723.1620853576


If you have not participated in any of these ministries before, we invite you to prayerfully
consider taking one or two on. Worship services are not the work of only the priest and
musician, worship is made possible by all of us working together to worship God.

Please contact Lynn Graham grahammowery@aol.com or Mother Deborah
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com if you are willing to help.

mailto:grahammowery@aol.com
mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com


Quick Links
Parish website

 Sermons

Church Building and
Office Reminder

The Diocese recently updated its in consideration of
the relaxed CDC guidelines. For the near term this

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm


Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

still means no indoor services or regular church
office hours but we are on the way.

Link to the new DSO guidelines for returning to
in-person worship

- - - -
Office hours remain between 10:00 am and 12:00
pm, Monday through Thursday. Please call ahead
or knock. However, if at all possible please
correspond by email, phone, or regular mail. The
visiting and working about the church grounds is
encouraged, but the building (inside) remains
closed until further notice.

Office closed this Monday, Memorial Day.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Updated-Guidelines_051921.pdf
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/


chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.chogs.org/

