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The Diocese recently Updated Guidelines for
Public Worship in consideration of the relaxed
CDC guidelines. For the near term this still
means no indoor services or regular church
office hours but we are on the way.

- - - -
Office hours remain between 10:00 am and
12:00 pm, Monday through Thursday. Please
call ahead or knock. However, if at all possible
please correspond by email, phone, or regular
mail. The visiting and working about the church
grounds is encouraged, but the building (inside)
remains closed until further notice.

Office closed Veterans Day.

Returning to In Person Worship Sunday June 6, 2021

With the changes in the COVID guidelines, more people being vaccinated, and numbers
of new and active cases of COVID-19 in Athens County declining, we are planning our
return to in person worship at Church of the Good Shepherd.

In the spirit of being welcoming of all people where we are, (including both vaccinated
and non vaccinated individuals) we will pick up where we left off last November. Our
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services will outside and will be expanded from last fall to include more music, singing,
readings, prayers, full sermon and Holy Communion (bread only).

Please bring your own chair if you can and dress for the weather.

Masks are still required for unvaccinated and for singing.
 
We will continue to send out the Sunday Church email so those who choose to stay
connected on line can do so.
 
We are looking forward to gathering together again!
 

Please Help, it takes all of us --

Returning to in person worship means all of us are invited to participate in the liturgy.
One area we need help is set up and take down for the outdoor service. You won't be
alone, Mother Deborah and Michael will help.
 - arrive 30 minutes early
  - put out Clavinova, chairs, microphone and speakers, prayer books, altar, and table
  - stay a few minutes after the service to return the items above to the narthex

Please contact Mother Deborah revdebwoolsey@gmail.com to volunteer to help.

Thank you for participating in this vital role in ministry.

Continuing Update from Mother Deborah
 
I continue to be grateful for all your prayers and well wishes as I continue to heal from
two complete hip replacement surgeries.

Lately I've been reminded healing does not usually happen linearly. My physical
therapists realized a set of muscles on the outside of my left hip were not responding
and have been administering electrolysis therapy to attempt to stimulate those muscles.
While it appears to be helping, they assure me it is going to take time for those muscles
(which might have been injured/torn or just gone dormant and atrophied due to the left
hip being slightly dislocated) to heal.

I had another appointment with my surgical team who are encouraged by the healing of
both hips. They tell me there is a light at the end of the tunnel for me, however, I still
have a few weeks of hip movement restrictions and twelve more weeks of physical
therapy before I see it. My surgeons assure me I am strong enough to lead worship
services, but standing is going to make my healing muscles sore. So if you see me limp
and use help like a cane, please don't be alarmed, it's just part of the healing process.

At home I can get around with a single walking stick, but my physical therapists still want
me using a walker when on uneven ground outside or when I go places, just as a
precaution.
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So even though I'm healing, and showing progress, the process isn't as smooth or
straight forward as you might assume (or I might want). I am grateful for a team of
medical professionals who listen to me and walk with me through this process as I am
grateful to you all for your patience and understanding.

I'm also grateful for the ways I sense God's presence as I heal. When we talk about the
Body of Christ, I have a new and more intimate understanding of how interconnected we
all are as a body, just like the human body. And when there is a disease in the system it
takes a community to help the system heal. When part of the body has been injured or
gone dormant, it can be restored (although it might take a shock to do so). And that
restoration inside the healing process won't happen instantly and will need time to catch
up. I often meditate on the time Jesus asked a man if he wanted to be made well and the
story about the friends who tore open a roof and lowered their friend to Jesus so he could
heal him. These stories seen through the lens of my healing remind me there was more
to healing than just fixing what was diseased. After the disease was removed the person
who was healed had a lot to adjust to, and so did the community. These weren't easy,
linear healings either. But they were still holy miracles. And I keep being grateful for
those who show me kindness and compassion and endeavor to show the same.

I continue to work from home; something I will continue even when we return to in person
services. I am available via email, phone, text, FaceTime, or in person appointments. I'm
incredibly proud how leaders and vestry have adapted to this situation and how we
continue to work together to minister to our community. At our most recent vestry
meeting we worked together to utilize money in the David Miller Memorial Fund to help
local children in need and local children of color; authorized the start of the final phase of
the organ restoration project; and authorized making changes to the church yard that will
replace difficult to mow grass into a more Eco friendly landscape that will reduce carbon
emissions by eliminating the need to mow, and be a way all of us can donate a green
plant in memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving, while still being attractive. In addition,
a few people expressed interest in having conversations around improving some of our
ministries as we move forward to returning to in person parish life. I am so very proud to
be your rector and work with you on these and our other ministries.

In addition to parish work, I have been busy with administrative tasks for Campus
Ministry and will be preparing our grant request in the next few weeks. I will also be
attending Diocesan Council the first Saturday in June via zoom video conference.

I'm looking forward to seeing you all again as we return to in person worship services.
And thank you again for your continued prayers.

Many Blessings,
Mother Deborah

Rectory sold: Some good news at long last – the University
controlling board approved (May 25th) the purchase of the rectory.
 
As noted, the vestry enthusiastically approved the landscape
project last week. The project has been scheduled with the
landscaper but given the post-pandemic backlog it will likely be
mid-September before actual work begins. In August we will

describe the project in more detail and invite people to purchase blue rug juniper
evergreens as memorials.



Today Michael placed the flag for Veterans Day.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation
—e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.
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the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.–12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.
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