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The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to

know and serve Christ in loving service to
the campus, the community, and the world

Lessons

LESSONS for the Day of Pentecost – Acts 2: 1-21; Psalm 104: 25-35, 37; Romans 8: 22-27;
John 15: 26-27; 16:4b-15. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

O God, who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to them the
light of your Holy Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things,
and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Gospel
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

Jesus said to his disciples, ”When the Advocate comes, whom I
will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes
from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify
because you have been with me from the beginning.

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I
was with you. But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none

of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things to you,
sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that
I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will
send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and
righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about
judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.

https://www.lectionarypage.net


“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will
speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will
glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has
is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

      A Big Change

   Those who know me well know I am a fan of the long
running BBC television show Doctor Who. But I hadn't
thought about it for a very long time when I was asked if I
had watched any of the rebooted series. The person who
asked me was on staff at the second parish where I served
as rector. I replied I hadn't watched because I remembered
Doctor Who fondly from my childhood and thought of it as a
children's show I had grown out of. We all change, we all grow up, and some of the
things we love don't change or grow with us. That is the way of life, and it's okay.

    My staff person suggested I give the rebooted series a try because I reminded him of
one of the new characters: the brilliant, bold, and mysterious River Song. Since I didn't
know who he was talking about, I wasn't sure if I was being complimented or insulted, so
I tuned in and was delighted to find myself back in the company of The Doctor, who is
still traveling through space and time.

    I noticed how the show and The Doctor had changed since my childhood. Not only
was the character portrayed by a different actor, he had been through adventures,
losses, and close calls I had not witnessed, but could see how they had affected The
Doctor. Despite the changes, it was still very much the same Doctor I met as a child. It
was so compelling for me to see a character experience growth and maturation like a real
person it brought be back to the show. Because the change meant there was room for a
wider, more diverse audience. I had been wrong. I hadn't outgrown Doctor Who. The
show had grown and changed so that I hadn't left it behind, nor was I left out. (By the
way, I also learned it is far from an insult to remind a Doctor Who fan of River Song.)

    This embrace of change and how change contributes to our growth, maturation and
inclusion has become a prominent theme in Doctor Who. One way the show writers
explore change is when The Doctor goes through the regeneration process.
Regeneration is a science fiction trope and peculiar trait of Time Lords like The Doctor
that allows them another life when theirs comes to an end. This not only allows the show
to go on and on because the actor who portrays The Doctor can be replaced, it gives the
character the opportunity to reflect on the life he lived, what he regrets, what gives him
joy, who he loved, who loved him, who he helped, who he hurt, who hurt him, what he
learned. The last two times The Doctor regenerated, he gave insightful speeches that
served to honor the actor who portrayed the character and to help us fans accept and
transition through the change to the new Doctor.



   One speech was all about change. "We all change," said the Eleventh Doctor, "and
that's okay, that's good. You gotta keep moving, as long as you remember all the people
you used to be." When the Twelfth Doctor regenerated, in his speech he reminded
himself what he had learned in the hopes of carrying that wisdom into his next
regeneration, "Remember hate is always foolish and love is always wise. Try to be nice,
but never fail to be kind."

   These insights have stayed with fans of the show and have helped some of us
navigate the changes in our lives and inspire hope for positive growth through change,
even though the words also signaled the end of one version of The Doctor and the
beginning of another Doctor, both of whom are The Doctor.

   This is the same kind of change the followers of Jesus lived through after Jesus' death,
resurrection, and ascension. Usually preachers and commentators describe or interpret
these events through the lens of Jesus, highlighting his uniqueness. And that is good. It's
important to focus on Christ, because it is his story those of who us follow him are called
to tell and his message of repentance and forgiveness Jesus asks his followers to share
with the world. But today it might help us to step back and look at those first followers of
Jesus, as they might have something as vital as Doctor Who to tell us about change.
Especially today. Today we celebrate and remember one of the biggest changes for the
disciples - the day the disciples became the Church.

    Today the Church celebrates Pentecost. It is sometimes called the birthday of the
Church. But too often I fear that is interpreted to mean the birth of the institution the
Church has become as a result of the many changes over its two thousand years of
existence. Today we get to remember all people the church has been, to borrow from
The Doctor, and it goes much deeper than institutionalism.

   The big change began in a room where the disciples were waiting together. After Jesus
was raised from the dead, he appeared to his disciples and through those appearances
seemed to have to renewed the call to follow him after his resurrection. Because
following the Risen Jesus was going to be different - was going to be a change- from
following the Incarnate Jesus. Instead of following Jesus from town to town watching him
heal people or listening to him preach or tell parables and fighting over who among them
was the most important disciple, they were going to have go without Jesus to places they
had never been. And to whomever they met tell the story of Jesus who lived, died, was
raised, ascended and is coming again. That's a big change for the disciples. Perhaps a
scary sounding change. Maybe hard to imagine how to do kind of change. That's why
Jesus gave them time to prepare for and adjust to the change by appearing to them
before ascending into heaven and why he told them to wait together after his ascension.

    That's where the reading from today's Gospel comes into this Pentecost Sunday. In
John's Gospel Jesus promised his followers some help by sending the Advocate or Holy
Spirit. This helper will be a form of encouragement and empowerment for the disciples. I
like how Paul describes the Holy Spirit in his letter to Jesus' followers in Rome as "the
Spirit helps us in our weakness." I interpret that to mean when we are faced with a
challenge or change we suspect is too much for us, or we can't figure out how to do it,
the Spirit finds a way to our hearts to help us try and maybe find ourselves doing what
we never thought we could.

    That is what happened to the disciples in the New Testament Book of Acts of the
Apostles, which we always read on Pentecost. The disciples were all together in a room
waiting, just like Jesus had instructed them, when the Holy Spirit showed up and the
change started. It's described as a rushing wind, and shimmering slivers of light like



tongues of fire filled the room and settled on each and every person. Suddenly everyone
could speak a language different from their native tongue, and they knew what they had
to do. They knew how to change. They left the room and went into the city where people
from regions with very hard to pronounce names were showing up. The disciples started
speaking all these languages at once. Some people heard one of the disciples tell them
the story of Jesus in the language they knew best. Others heard a disturbing cacophony
and made assumptions about the disciples, perhaps in an attempt to dismiss them. That
is a risk that comes with any new change - it won't be understood and therefore will be
viewed as a threat or dismissed as bad behavior. But hearing criticism, Peter, one of
Jesus' followers, stood up and spoke clarification, stating they weren't drunk, but the
fulfillment of an old prophecy that in God's Kingdom is near because all of them had
been inspired and made able to speak of God's love so to people of all places.

    The part of this story I marvel at is that none of the disciples were left behind, neither
by choice nor design. There is no critical cynic sneering about the experience; no
resentment about who got what language. We don't hear about the person who couldn't
run as fast or speak as loud as the others, or wasn't dressed right, and had to stay
behind while everyone else went out into the streets. One of the characteristics of God's
Kingdom l like best is there is room for everyone, and room for everyone to make room.

    Most years preachers might interpret this story as a call for the Church to remember
we were born out of fire and wind meant to go boldly into the world showing the world the
love of God. That's still a good sermon. It has it's time and its place. It's good to
remember how it all started, with a change.

    But perhaps this year the Spirit might be calling us to look at the people who went
through so much change to become the church and for the church to remember all the
changes it has gone through. To forming small groups in cities that slowly spread around
the world. To enduring and surviving violent persecutions. To establishing leadership and
ensuring the story of Jesus would be told by new generations of disciples. To fighting
over core beliefs and developing doctrine and liturgies. To aligning with governments,
kingdoms, and spreading through colonization and mission and violent conflict. To
supporting and benefiting from slavery, feudalism, sexism, and misogyny. To renaming,
dividing, separating. To listening, repenting, participating in abolition and playing a role in
ending child labor. To reconsidering leadership and making room for people of all color,
races, genders, ages, ability and status as members and leaders. To erecting huge
buildings, writing our own music, making religious art.

    The church is far from perfect, it still has a lot to learn, and it has been through many
changes - some of them Holy Spirit driven - to arrive in this current moment in time. A
time when we may be called once again into change. After a little over a year of a
pandemic, we are again shifting, changing, to return to in person activities. Like the
church before us, this is a time to learn and apply what we've learned to make room for
everyone. How do we as a church return to in person worship in ways that welcome all,
especially those who found online connection meaningful who may have felt left out
before the pandemic but found connection during it? Before the pandemic welcoming all
meant including people from all walks of life. Today it still does only now that has been
expanded to include people who are and are not vaccinated with the COVID-19 vaccine.
The immune compromised and those who are grieving the loss of loved ones. It also
includes those who are excited to return and to ready be done with precautions. Once
again we will be asked to make room for each other.

   Today's Spirit filled story of Pentecost reminds us times of change are not about going
backward to what was. They are about growing and maturing so that we can keep



making room for everyone seeking inclusion. We have all changed since we last met in
person in November of last year. And we will be bringing those changes with us as we go
out into in person parish life and work and school and social actives. People aren't the
only ones who changed. During the pandemic Church of the Good Shepherd has
changed. And those changes will be noticed as we return to in person worship. Like The
Doctor said, "We all change, and that's okay. That's good. You've got to keep moving. As
long as you remember all the people you used to be." This change is like all the other
moments of change in the past. That's why it's important to remember, not so we try in
vain to return to what was but remember what we learned and listen for the Holy Spirit to
help us apply what we've learned so no one is left behind, so that we make room for
everyone, and continue to be welcoming of all people. Perhaps, like the TV show that
changed and matured to be more welcoming of people of all ages and places, we can
grow to be welcoming of even more diversity and share Jesus' story and message of
healing, repentance, and forgiveness with even more people, like the disciples on
Pentecost, where the Church originally came from.

    We can start by remembering what The Doctor also said before a big change,
something The Doctor thought was essential for his next life; "Remember, hate is always
foolish, and love is always wise. Always try to be nice, but never fail to be kind."

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon 
HERE.  

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for the Standing Committee, John our Canon of the Ordinary,
and the search process for a new bishop, for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting
bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:   Belle, Bill S., Bud and Carol, Chris L.,
Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Linda Ahrens, Ted and Andrea, Winkie, Bill, Annie

https://youtu.be/9IAA2biYETo
https://youtu.be/9IAA2biYETo


and Kathleen, David Bell, Robert Betz III, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-
Cook, Glinnis Davies, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox,
Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth Holden, John Jefferson, Peter Kachenko and family,
Scott Kemball-Cook, Monya Monroe, Don Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert,
Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale Paul, Mark
Richardson, Jean Thomas, Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family,
Emily Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, and we
pray for all who care for them. **

Anniversary: John and Christy Ortman (5/25)

Birthdays: Bonnie Savage (5/24), June Wieman (5/25)

For the Deceased:  Pat Pellechia

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Music for May 23, 2021
The music for this Sunday is in celebration of the
Day of Pentecost

1. O Holy Spirit by whose breath (Hymn 502 “Veni
Creator spiritus)  Setting by Wilbur Held

2. Fantasia on “Come holy spirit God and Lord"
(chorale text based on Hymn 226 – Komm heiliger
geist, Herre Gott) JS Bach

3. Chorale prelude on “Come down O Love divine" (Hymn 216 “Down Ampney")
Wilbur Held

4. Improvisation on “O Holy Spirit by whose breath” (Hymn 502 “Veni Creator
spiritus”)  Albert Fedak

Listening Links:

Hail thee festival day (Hymn 225)

Psalm 104;25-35

Come down O love divine (Hymn 216)

Go forth for God (Hymn 247)

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/HolySpiritWhoseBreath(23may2021)WHeld.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/FantasiaComeHolySpirit(23may2021)JBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeComeDownLoveDivine(23may2021)WHeld.mp3
http:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrGImN4Ifv8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=msJE_tlDOOo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UybO1Nxf2tA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6l4glSXmovI


Anthem:

Hail glorious spirits – Christopher Tye
 (note - GS choir has sung this anthem)

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

David Burton and Lynn Graham of the Altar Guild
prepared the Church for Pentecost.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal
churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services. http://diosohio.org/doing-
church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dFwUdvdIgAM
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Preparing for In-Person Worship

Please Help Us As We Return to In Person Worship on June 6

In today's sermon, Mother Deborah writes about change and our return to in person
worship means there will be more changes. Sundays will be more than an email, and we
need YOU to help.

To make in person services possible, we need volunteers to:

Set Up- arrive 30 min early and set up microphones and speakers, bring out
keyboard, podium, chairs, prayer books and hymnals, altar and table.

Take Down - stay a few minutes after church to put altar, table, chairs, microphone
and speakers, books, keyboard back in narthex.

Readers - read lessons during service from microphone

Prayer Leader - prepare and lead prayers of the people in the service

Altar Guild - set up and clean up for Holy Communion

If you have done any of these ministries in the past, we invite to take them on again. If
you don't feel ready or are inclined to let them go, we understand. We can make room
for changes here.

If you have not participated in any of these ministries before, we invite you to prayerfully
consider taking one or two on. Worship services are not the work of only the priest and
musician, worship is made possible by all of us working together to worship God.

Please contact Lynn Graham grahammowery@aol.com or Mother Deborah
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com if you are willing to help.

Link to the new DSO guidelines for returning to in-person worship

mailto:grahammowery@aol.com
mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Updated-Guidelines_051921.pdf


Outdoor Service 15 November 2020



Quick Links
Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

Church Building and Office Reminder
(19 May 2021)

The Diocese has just updated Guidelines for Public

Worship in consideration of the relaxed CDC

guidelines. For the immediate time being this still

means no indoor services or regular church office

hours but if you haven't please consult the above

articles. We are on the way. Someone might be in

the office between 10:00 am and 12:00 pm, Monday

through Thursday. Please call ahead or knock.

However, if at all possible please correspond by

email, phone, or regular mail. The visiting and

working about the church grounds is encouraged,

but the building (inside) remains closed until further

notice.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Updated-Guidelines_051921.pdf
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/


593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.chogs.org/

