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The Diocese has just Updated Guidelines for
Public Worship in consideration of the relaxed
CDC guidelines. For the immediate time being
this still means no indoor services or regular
church office hours but please consult the
following articles below. We are on the way.

- - - -
Someone might be in the office between 10:00
am and 12:00 pm, Monday through Thursday.
Please call ahead or knock. However, if at all
possible please correspond by email, phone, or
regular mail. The visiting and working about the
church grounds is encouraged, but the building
(inside) remains closed until further notice.

May 19, 2021

Link to updated DSO guidelines

To all clergy and congregational
leaders:

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Updated-Guidelines_051921.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Updated-Guidelines_051921.pdf


As the CDC guidelines are relaxed in terms of masking and social distancing, we are
recommending that we return to regular in-person worship with the number of people
permitted to be determined according to the size and circumstances of each individual
congregation.

Further recommendations are as follows:

If the congregation is made up of vaccinated persons only:

No masks or social distancing are required
Singing is permitted
Communion in bread only until further notice 

If the congregation has some people who are unvaccinated:

Masks and social distancing recommended
Singing is permitted through masks
Communion in bread only using previously published guidelines 

As there is a wide variation in the circumstances and context of our congregations, the
guidance proposed at this time is to allow the clergy and vestry of each congregation
to determine the best practice for their congregation. The desire should be to err on
the side of caution.

A print version of these new guidelines is available online on our COVID-19 Resource
page, and from a link on the homepage.

In a community where “all are welcome - no exceptions” it behooves us to provide as
safe an environment as we can. This may necessitate masking and social distancing
longer than the CDC requirements suggest or what we would prefer. It also behooves us
to vigorously promote vaccination, as well as hand washing, good ventilation and
outdoor gathering as much as possible.

Congregations may return to socially distanced coffee hours, preferably held outside.

Finally, all congregations are encouraged to continue to live stream services and Zoom
services and meetings as much as possible.

The Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. Price, Jr.
Bishop in Southern Ohio

The Rev. Canon John Johanssen
Canon to the Ordinary

Questions regarding the diocesan guidelines for in-person worship during COVID-19
may be directed to the Rev. Canon John R. Johanssen, Canon to the Ordinary
(jjohanssen@diosohio.org), or Carine de Lange, Operations Executive
(cdelange@diosohio.org).

Returning to In-Person Services



Now that Athens County is in a Level 2/Orange we can start planning for a return to in-
person services.

We learned a lot from the services we had in the fall. Being outside reduced risk of
transmission of the virus and - as a delightful surprise - also served as a positive ministry
to our neighbors by attracting passersby. Now that some people are vaccinated we will
be able to expand outdoor worship service to include more music, singing, delivery of a
full sermon, and Holy Communion.

Mother Deborah and Marsha Reilly met to discuss returning to in person worship and
agree we want to do so in ways that reflect Church of the Good Shepherd's practices of
welcome and inclusion of all people. Now that welcome needs to encompass both
vaccinated and unvaccinated persons without fear of judgement. They also took into
consideration everyone has had different experiences during the pandemic that influence
how eager, comfortable, or uncomfortable they are with returning to being with people
outside their households. It's important to be aware not everyone is going to feel the
same, and to try and make room for those differences that reflect the love of God.

With those considerations, we are looking at easing into worshipping together in person
again. Out first services together will be held outside on the front porch of the church.
We'll try it for a while and see how it feels. As time goes on, as more people are given
time to be vaccinated, as hopefully the cases of COVID-19 continue to fall and stay low,
we can transition to worshipping inside and bringing back more in person ministries. We'll
continue to navigate this transition together.

What YOU Can Do

We cannot return to in person service without something especially important: YOU.
Remembering that liturgy is a word that means "the work of the people" we are asking for
volunteers to resume roles in Sunday worship, or if you haven't helped before to step up
and volunteer to be part of the service now.

Specifically we need:

Readers willing to read the lessons of the day out loud to the congregation.
Requires minimal prep time to familiarize yourself with the lesson (you will receive them
ahead of time) and speaking into a microphone.

Prayer Leaders who will lead the Prayers of the People with the congregation.
Requires combining prayers from the Book of Common Prayer and prayer list and
speaking into a microphone.

Altar Guild to help set up and clean up altar before and after services.
Requires training by altar guild leader if you haven't already received it.

Set Up: requires arriving 30 minutes before the service starts to put out and plug in
microphone and speakers, take out electric keyboard, podium, set out books and chairs,
set out collection plate. Requires ability to move furniture and minimal training.

Take Down: returning all equipment (microphone, speakers, chairs, keyboard, books,
podium, and collection box) inside the narthex after the service. Requires ability to move
furniture and minimal training.



All these different parts work together to make our in-person worship beautiful.

If you are interested and have questions, please contact Mother Deborah
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

If you want to volunteer or renew your previous role, please contact Lynn Graham
grahammowery@aol.com or Mother Deborah revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

When Will In-Person Services Start?

We want to start Sunday June 6, so please contact Lynn or Mother Deborah and tell
them you are ready to read a lesson, help set up, take down, or read the prayers of the
people as soon as possible.

Thank You! We are still in this together as we transition back into in person parish life
and looking forward to worshipping together.

Outdoor Service 15 November 2020

A note of interest that the Vestry resolved to:

Distribute a total of $3000 ($1500 for immediate needs $1500

mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com


for children of color) from David Miller Memorial Fund to Athens
children’s services. 

Begin the project of replacing lawn grass on the steep hard-to-
mow stopes with more environmentally sound materials and
greenery.  The impetus for this project is from Pat Grean’s
legacy and there is certainly no doubt Pat would have liked to
contribute to this project.

Get under contract to immediately begin the final phase of organ restoration
project.

Stay tuned for more on these projects. Our rector is quite excited and proud of this vestry
and our work together this past year.

Ted Foster

As noted before, Michael Wootton has taken a special interest in the rhodendrons
and his gardening expertise really shows! Thank you Mike!



Repeated Items

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation
—e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.–12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

