
Fifth Sunday of Easter

2 May 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to

know and serve Christ in loving service to
the campus, the community, and the world

Lessons

LESSONS for the Fifth Sunday of Easter – Acts 8: 26-40; Psalm 22: 24-30; I John 4: 7-
21; John 15: 1-8. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your
Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his
steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Gospel
John 15:1-8

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my
Father is the vine grower. He removes every branch in
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he
prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.
Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine,
you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can
do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown
away like a branch and withers; such branches are

gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this,
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

https://www.lectionarypage.net


        Spring Green

  It seems everywhere I look in Athens, Ohio right now I see
examples of vines and branches growing. The steep hillsides
are the bright green of spring as trees leaf out with the
promise of more life to come this summer. So perhaps it is
fitting today that we are given Jesus' words from John's
Gospel about vines, branches, and vine growers during the
vibrant green of springtime.

   Jesus' words in today's Gospel reading are a very short portion of a much longer
speech scholars call Jesus' Farewell Discourse the author of John's Gospel had Jesus
give before his crucifixion, death, and resurrection. The whole speech is long; it goes on
and on for several chapters in John's Gospel. The purpose of this speech, which only
occurs in John's Gospel, might be to help those of us reading or listening to it gain
insight or understanding to the significance of Jesus' death and resurrection. This is why
the the members of the church who put together our Sunday readings chose to give us
this part of the speech during the Easter Season. The resurrection of Jesus isn't just one
day of celebration, it is the heart and soul of what it means to be his follower as
individuals and in a community as interconnected as vines and branches.

   As we begin to reflect on today's Gospel, it's important not to look at Jesus' metaphor
literally or we might be tempted to put ourselves in the role of pruner, which Jesus said is
God's role, as we might think of branches as people or programs and start pruning away.
That is not what Jesus, nor the author of John's Gospel had in mind when Jesus said he
is the true vine and God is the vine grower. Jesus may not be making a literal
comparison when he said his followers were branches, instead he described the
interconnectedness between vines and branches and the ultimate purpose of the whole
plant.

   When considering Jesus' vine metaphor we need to remember what we learned in
biology class about plants. Simply put: Plants like trees, flowers, and vines all bring
nutrients and water from the soil to the leaves. Through a process called photosynthesis
the leaves send energy back through the vine/stem/trunk into the roots to help the plant
grow stronger and aids in the production of fruit and seeds. It's a reciprocal relationship
which is perhaps what is at the heart of Jesus' metaphor.

   When Jesus referred to himself as the true vine, he might have been suggesting those
who follow him are to be nourished by his word, example, and community, however we
might attach ourselves to him. But our purpose isn't just to feed off of Jesus like a
parasite, we are to be in a relationship where we contribute to and participate in the life
and vitality of the whole.

   Here's an example from my life. Before I could be ordained a priest, I had to attend a
three-year academic and religious formation program called seminary. There are eleven
Episcopal seminaries in the United States. The one I attended is conservative; so much
so several of my fellow students didn't think I belonged there because of my gender, as



they believed only men can be priests. Sometimes these students gave me a very hard
time, to the extent that I became angry. Part of my seminary experience was all students
and faculty had to attend community prayer services together twice a day. Sometimes,
especially after an extremely hard day, I struggled to pray. Some days it was so bad I
couldn't open up my prayer book. The best I could do was be in the chapel at my place.
However, on those days, I never felt left out of the service. Instead I felt carried along by
those who were able to pray that day. And here is the part that I think is so cool: the
same people who had hurt and angered me earlier that day were the same ones whose
prayers were carrying me along. That means it is entirely possible there had been days
when they had trouble praying and I had been part of the community that had carried
them. This is how God works through us regardless of what we think of each other and
it's how God creates Beloved Community or God's Kingdom of Heaven here on earth.
That kingdom or community doesn't only consist of people we like or who think the same
way we do. But that doesn't have to be a problem for God who can bind that community
together through God's love and our willingness to let God's love flow through us.

    That's why we have to be careful with the part of the metaphor about pruning
branches and remember God is the vine grower, not us. Our role in the relationship is to
participate as best we can, which sometimes means we play an active role, and other
times we let others carry us. Because the ultimate purpose of the relationship isn't growth
for its own sake, it is, as Jesus said, to become disciples or followers of Jesus.

   One of our parishioners here at Church of the Good Shepherd has taken on the
ancient practice of cultivating grape vines in order to make wine. In so doing, he is
participating in an industry that is thousands of years old and I love to listen when he
talks about his vineyard and how much work it is planting, tending, protecting, watering,
and pruning his grape vines. I don't hear much about harvesting fruit. I do hear a lot
about what he is learning. And he constantly reminds me when taking about the intense
labor he is investing in his vineyard is that he isn't doing all that work to grow grapes. His
intention is to make wine. Grapes are just a step in the process. They are important, but
not the ultimate purpose.

   I wonder if some well-intended scholars, commentators, and preachers have
interpreted Jesus' vine metaphor as we are good disciples or followers of Jesus only
when we produce lots of fruit, which happens when we get more people to attend church
and give more money. But I'm not sure Jesus was into consumerism, as such an
interpretation sounds like possibly dehumanizing people as only having value as high
attendance numbers. Maybe the fruit production Jesus was referring to wasn't more
people, but the entire process of making wine. Maybe it's about connection, giving and
receiving, letting go, changing, and remembering what grounds us. Maybe that is what
religion is intended to be.

   In a recent essay, author, Episcopalian, and speaker Diana Butler Bass ** wrote about
how the pandemic has changed her from someone who pontificated about the future of
the church to someone who now humbly admits she doesn't know what the future of the
church will be like. She wrote about the loss the pandemic brought; loss of lives,
employment, businesses and how the pandemic showed her not everything that was lost
was permanent. Sometimes lost means something can be found or restored. This
brought to mind the word religion which we may think of as having a rigid meaning: ritual,
doctrine, polity, or duty. Diana Butler Bass reminds us the word religion comes from the
Latin root religare which means bind or reconnect. She suggests that while she can't
fathom what the church might look like in the future, today the church could respond to
its reality by recognizing what has been lost, broken, or is hurting and do the work of
binding what has been broken and restoring what has been lost or misplaced. This might



be the wine we are to produce as followers of Jesus.

   This isn't work of only a priest, or the senior warden, or the vestry. And she isn't talking
about returning to in-person parish life the way it was before the pandemic. Diana Butler
Bass is talking about the exact opposite of going backward. She's talking about the labor
of going forward into a reality that has been changed whether or not we like that change.
It's work for the whole Body of Christ, the whole church. Which might look more like
those prayer services at seminary where we carry each other and the labor we need to
invest in is the labor of forgiveness, compassion, of turning away from greed and that
which harms ourselves and others and turning toward Christ, to seeing each other not as
competitors but fellow participants in the community. And recognizing the purpose of
religion isn't to spiritually feed or please people as part of some consumer enterprise, but
to participate in healing the divides us and cultivate relationships that are rooted in God's
love.

   So as we look at the beauty springing up around us, maybe it can serve as a reminder
and inspiration of the Beloved Community we are already connected to and called to be
part of, to share, and to let the world see and know how beautiful Jesus' Way of Love:
the practice of prayer, of turning to God, learning, being a blessing, worshiping, and
going into our community in person and on line, and resting in God's love can be.

** Here is a link to the Diana Butler Bass article, Religion After Pandemic, cited in this
sermon.

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon 
HERE.

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for the Standing Committee, John our Canon of the Ordinary,
and the search process for a new bishop, for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting
bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

https://dianabutlerbass.substack.com/p/religion-after-pandemic
https://youtu.be/c5XKQmci2M0
https://youtu.be/c5XKQmci2M0


Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Bill S., Bud and Carol, Chris L.,
Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Linda Ahrens, Ted and Andrea, Winkie, Bill, Annie
and Kathleen, David Bell, Robert Betz III, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Glinnis Davies,
Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Ted Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault,
Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth Holden, John Jefferson, Peter Kachenko and family, Scott
Kemball-Cook, Monya Monroe, Don Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert,
Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale Paul, Mark
Richardson, Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily
Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine
Zahane, and we pray for all who care for them. **

Birthdays:  Carol Patterson (5/4), Peg Kennedy-Dygas (5/5), Lois Wagner (5/5),
Therese Lackey (5/6), Anne Braxton (5/7)

Anniversary:  April and Lia Knox (5/6)

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Music for May 2, 2021
The music for this Sunday is in celebration
of the 5th Sunday of Easter

1. Chorale-prelude on “God is Love"
(Hymn 379 – Abbot’s Leigh) Paul Manz

2. Chorale-prelude on “O Blessed
Spring” (Wonder, Love and Praise #765 –
Bergland) David Cherwien

3. Chorale-prelude on “We know that
Christ is raised” (Hymnal 296 –
Engleberg) Robert Hobby

Listening Links:

Wonder, Love and Praise 765 O Blessed Spring

Hymn 296  We know that Christ is raised

Hymn 379 God is Love

Psalm 22:24-30

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/AbbotsLeigh(GodIsLove)(2may2021)PManz.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/OBlessedSpring(2may2021)DCherwien.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/Engleberg(WeKnowThatChristRaised)(2may2021)RHobby.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KzcHXhF2T4w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2jpZfAKSOU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-tZq0zR8IE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HhAwTmBZjhU


I sat down under his shadow – Bairstow

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal
churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services. http://diosohio.org/doing-
church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Michael Wootton has been taking care of and trimming diseased portions
of the Church's aging Rhododendron shrubs and it shows.

Looking forward to a colorful display this year.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P6JfInyQI9Q
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Quick Links
Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

Church Building and Office Reminder

The Diocese has revised its guidelines for in-
person services, but this still means no indoor
services nor regular church office hours for the
time being for Athens. Someone might be in the
office between 10:00 am and 12:00 pm, Monday
through Thursday. Please call ahead or knock.
However, if at all possible please correspond by
email, phone, or regular mail. The building
(inside) remains closed until further notice.

Links to Resources and Current Information
Regarding COVID-19

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/doing-church-during-covid-19/
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm


Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

