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Good Shepherd E-News
(7 March 2021)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

 
The Season of Lent

   The Church Year gives us forty days to reflect on and practice
turning from whatever has gotten between us and God and to turn
toward God as an intentional spiritual preparation for the celebration
of Easter. 
   
   Today is the Third Sunday in Lent. The readings lead deeper into the
season by reminding us of how God wants us to live in relationship
with God and each other.

LESSONS for the Third Sunday in Lent - Exodus 20: 1-17; Psalm
19; I Corinthians 1: 18-25; John 2: 13-22. 
                                                            (Lectionarypage.net)

The Collect 
  

Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help
ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our
souls, that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen
to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the
soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
https://www.lectionarypage.net/
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The Gospel 
John 2:13-22

The Passover of the Jews was near, and
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple
he found people selling cattle, sheep, and
doves, and the money changers seated at
their tables. Making a whip of cords, he
drove all of them out of the temple, both
the sheep and the cattle. He also poured
out the coins of the money changers and
overturned their tables. He told those who
were selling the doves, "Take these things
out of here! Stop making my Father's
house a marketplace!" His disciples
remembered that it was written, "Zeal for
your house will consume me." The Jews
then said to him, "What sign can you

show us for doing this?" Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple,
and in three days I will raise it up." The Jews then said, "This temple
has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it
up in three days?" But he was speaking of the temple of his body.
After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he
had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus
had spoken.

 

Business as Usual 
   The account of Jesus clearing the temple
appears in all four Gospels and is
considered by scholars and historians to be
something Jesus actually did. It's historical.
However, each Gospel describes Jesus
clearing the temple a little differently, as
each writer told the account through their
own point of view. The Synoptic Gospels -
those of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, place
this event toward the end of their Gospels,
making it the penultimate event that pits
the religious leaders against Jesus. These
Gospels also name the reason for Jesus'
anger and violence as economic injustice
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against the poor who were being taken
advantage of by the money changers.
 
   But the version of Jesus clearing out the
temple we have today is from the Gospel
According to John, and it differs significantly from the Synoptics.
Instead of placing the event toward the end of the Gospel, the author
of John puts it in the beginning, right after Jesus turned water into
wine at the wedding in Cana. John's Gospel includes details that are
different from the versions in the Synoptics like naming the types of
animals that were present in the temple available for purchase and
excludes the accusation of unethical money changing practices.
 
   One reason for all the differences might be that scholars believe
John's Gospel was written much later than those of Matthew, Mark,
and Luke. Most likely John's Gospel was written sometime between
66-70 AD, which means it was written after the destruction of the
temple in Jerusalem. The destruction of the temple was deeply
traumatic and had a profound spiritual impact on Jews and Christians
alike. It caused them to question the significance of the temple and to
reflect on where God is present. For Jews, God became present in
synagogues and the study of the Torah. For early Christians, God's
presence is in the Body of Christ, the community of the baptized. The
destruction of the temple caused a major shift in theology that named
God's house to be in the midst of community instead of in a building.
 
This dramatic shift in theology is usually named as the reason for the
different perspective. For John, this event is not what upset the
religious leaders and convinced them to get rid of Jesus. Instead, it is
a sign pointing to who Jesus is and what it means to be the Messiah.
 
   A lot of people have told me Jesus clearing out the temple is one of
their favorite stories in the Gospel. When I ask them why, they usually
respond by telling me they appreciate seeing Jesus get angry and act
on his anger. Maybe this is one of those moments when it's easy to
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relate to Jesus' humanity because he's expressing emotion. Many of
the depictions of Jesus we see in movies and other forms of religious
entertainment is that of a person who seems beyond human emotion,
someone who is always calm and collected. That image can get stuck
in our heads as what we imagine when we think of Jesus and can
unconsciously influence how we see Jesus through scriptures. Very
rarely do the Gospels include details of emotions. This is one of those
rare times, which might make it easy for many of us to relate to Jesus
in this moment.
 
The emotion he seems to be expressing so violently is anger. Anger is
a strong emotion, one we all can relate to. In my pastoral care training
I learned that anger is often a surface emotion for something deeper:
like sorrow or fear or passionate care for someone or something. This
can be helpful in trying to determine why Jesus threw such a violent
fit, making a whip, driving out animals, overturning tables, driving out
people, making a mess. What made Jesus so angry he resorted to
violence?
 
   Like I said before, the Synoptic Gospels tell us it was economic
injustice- the money changers charging too much for their services
that upset Jesus. But that is not the reason John gives. In John's
Gospel Jesus is disturbed by practices that made God's house into a
marketplace. What is being referred to is the practice of sacrificing an
animal at the time of Passover. The traditional sacrifice was a lamb like
in the Exodus story, but wealthier families might sacrifice a larger
animal and poorer families would sacrifice a smaller one, or share a
lamb with another family. There were catches of course. The animal
being sacrificed had to be without any imperfections, not even a
scratch to be considered worthy. For those who brought an animal
from home, there were staff available to make sure it was blemish
free. If any imperfection was found, there were animals raised by the
temple they could purchase on site guaranteed to be worthy for the
ritual. This was not a new practice. It was undoubtedly something
Jesus and his family had participated in before. Showing up at the
temple on Passover and finding this type of exchange was actually not
a marketplace or a business suddenly appearing in the temple; it was
business as usual.
 
   Business as usual seems to be the author of John's bone of
contention. For John, the ritual animal sacrifice is no longer necessary.
Jesus cares deeply about humanity's relationship with God, and it's a
relationship based on love. Through Jesus' death and resurrection
Jesus has liberated humanity from the power of sin and death.
Through his incarnation Jesus brought God into the midst of everyday
life. Ritual sacrifice is no longer necessary. That is why the author of
John had Jesus driving the sacrificial animals and the people who
oversaw their purchase out of the temple in the beginning of the
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Gospel. In so doing, John is foreshadowing Jesus is the Messiah who
through his death and resurrection undoes any need for ritual sacrifice
and brings new resurrection life and relationship with God. With Jesus
there will no longer be business as usual. There will be resurrection
life, the stuff of God's Kingdom here on earth.
 
   The phrase "business as usual" is one I am hearing more and more
with every news article and opinion piece published along with the
news that more people are receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. Since
people are starting to get vaccinated, we are being promised our long
period of isolating and mask wearing is nearing an end and soon we
will return to "business as usual." A few officials and leaders have
interpreted that to mean returning to business-as-usual right now,
even though health experts warn we aren't there yet.
 
   While I understand the desire to return to life without face masks
and being able to gather in large groups, today's Gospel can give us
reason to not want to return to business as usual. I'm not talking
about prolonging the pandemic, I'm talking about those practices the
pandemic revealed for being unjust that perhaps we should change
instead of simply return to them. Things like the inequalities in our
health care systems, or in employment. How it's been revealed the
system of debt that had become acceptable prevents people from
saving money and when job loss occurred put them in a desperate
situation. The pandemic revealed many people didn't want to work
from home, nor children do school at home because for them home is
not a safe environment. The inadequacy of bandwidth inhibited
education and work. The collective trauma of racism has on people of
all races, as well as how the trauma of the pandemic had exacerbated
mental and physical health issues for millions of Americans. These
conditions existed before the pandemic; the pandemic just made them
more visible.
 
     Learning about or seeing these disparities can be discouraging,
painful, and might feel overwhelming. Especially when we realize they
have been here all along and we didn't see them. But when we look at
them the way the author of John's Gospel ended our Gospel reading
for today, through the lens of Jesus' resurrection, then perhaps we can
have the courage and wisdom to also see a different way, a more
Kingdom of God way forward.
 
   As we get closer to what I hope are the final months of the
pandemic, perhaps the goal isn't to return to business as usual.
Perhaps the goal is to remember business as usual has already been
driven away, which means we don't have to return to doing things the
way we've always done them. If that sounds frightening, we can
remember we aren't alone. God is in our midst, calling us to help
make God's presence known here on earth to all people, working with
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us to do what we can to help bring God's kingdom closer to everyone.

   

 A video of the sermon was not recorded this week.

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East. We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering
from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants, and refugees. We
pray for Joe, our President, Kamala, our Vice-President, Mike, our
Governor, the Supreme Court, and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for the Standing Committee, John, our
Canon of the Ordinary, the search process for a new bishop, and for
Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell, our assisting bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Bill S., Chris
L., Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Linda Ahrens, Ted and
Andrea, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Mary Ann Baitinger; David
Bell, Robert Betz III, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl
Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall,
Ellsworth Holden, John Jefferson, Scott Kemball-Cook, Judy McGinn,
David Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe,
Andrea Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien,
Donald and June Oney and family, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Flo
Roach, Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family,
Emily Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred
Williams, Romaine Zahane, and we pray for all who care for them. * 

Birthdays:  Lia Knox (3/8), Richard Carlson (3/10), Rev. Deborah
Woolsey (3/10)

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
not a printed Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
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publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or [email protected].

  
Service Music *

 for Sunday, March 7, 2021

Music recorded for Lent 3

1.  Chorale-Prelude "These are the
holy ten commands" J.S.Bach

The text of the chorale which
inspired this composition refers to
today's Lesson from Exodus which
is the giving of the Ten
Commandments.

2.  Chorale-Prelude "Before thy
throne O God we kneel" J.S. Bach
        (Hymn 575, Vater unser in
Himmelreich)

3.  Psalm 19  Benedetto Marcello

Music Links for Lent 3

Hymn 431 - The stars declare his glory  (paraphrase of Psalm 19)

Hymn 518 - Christ is made the sure foundation and a 
recording from an ecumenical service at Westminster Abbey.     

* Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-
LICENSE. License #A-708852.  All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#1e796c7f767f737371697b6c675e7f7172307d7173
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/TheseAreHolyTenCommands(7mar2021)JSBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/TheseAreHolyTenCommands(7mar2021)JSBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/BeforeThyThroneWeKneel(7mar2021)JSBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/BeforeThyThroneWeKneel(7mar2021)JSBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/Psalm19(7mar2021)BMarcello.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=grJ6NfftT98
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=surmYyxfG2Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cR9NHXnbxlU
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
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(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of
Episcopal churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like
ours, temporarily closed, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

  

http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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Some light of Spring at the end of the tunnel?

 

    

Living Well Through Lent 2021

You are invited to download a
FREE pdf of the Living Compass Lent
Devotional Listening With All Our Heart,
Mind, Soul, and Strength.
 
This very attractive booklet is about 80
pages (4.54 MB), but should download
without any problem.  If you have trouble
with the link or want to learn more first, go
to livingcompass.org where you can also
download the devotional directly.

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected] .  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact Alex Buckley, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
[email protected].
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at [email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through

https://shop.livingcompass.org/a/downloads/-/7dc33bfbbe15adff/09f0f74d972c83c1
https://shop.livingcompass.org/a/downloads/-/7dc33bfbbe15adff/09f0f74d972c83c1
https://www.livingcompass.org/
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#addfc8dbc9c8cfdac2c2c1dec8d4edcac0ccc4c183cec2c0
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#98f5f9fbf3faedfbf3d8e1f9f0f7f7b6fbf7f5
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#096f667a7d6c7b7d614966616066276c6d7c


Good Shepherd E-News, 7 March 2021

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=6cd52566-327b-42c8-9908-f485e65960ef[3/6/2021 9:01:38 PM]

Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

On Friday the building is cleaned and fumigated and is not to be
entered by anyone.

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    

64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701
740-593-6877 

[email protected]
www.chogs.org

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#076566756566756647646f68607429687560
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#f5969d9a9286b5969d9a9286db9a8792
http://www.chogs.org/
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