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The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to
know and serve Christ in loving service to
the campus, the community, and the world

The Season of Lent

The Church Year gives us forty days to
reflect on and practice turning from
whatever has gotten between us and
God and to turn toward God as an
intentional spiritual preparation for the
celebration of Easter.

LESSONS

for the Fifth Sunday in Lent – Jeremiah
31: 31-34; Psalm 51: 1-13; Hebrews 5: 5-
10; John 12: 20-33.

www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners:
Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that,
among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed
where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Gospel
John 12:20-33

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival
were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from
Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see
Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip
went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has
come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you,
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it

remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose
it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves
me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me,
the Father will honor.

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No,

http://www.lectionarypage.net


it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice
came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there
heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus
answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to
die.

Sermon for March 21, 2021
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Amy J. Howton

Power of Invitation 
 

What an honor to be with you, the people of the Church of the Good
Shepherd today. Mother Deborah has taught me the power of invitation--to
pay attention to it--and so when she invited me to preach this week as she
heals and recovers from her surgery, I paid attention. And, here I am. 
 
This, the fifth week of Lent, Jesus tells us that to live, there is dying. He
speaks of his own “troubled soul” at the face of this truth and how he
chooses this life/death anyway. He says that “unless a grain of wheat falls
into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears
much fruit.” 
 
To receive this teaching, knowing the reality of Jesus’ situation is almost
incomprehensible--knowing that he was literally preparing for his own
death. And then to also use this teaching to reflect on all the other forms of
death and loss that come with the Way of Love--stretches the imagination
and offers guidance along that journey. What does it look like to choose
Love? What does it ask of us? And what does it offer? 
 
A couple of weeks ago during a Becoming Beloved Community
StorySharing session, stories were shared that spoke of pain and the
wounds of White Supremacy. These wounds were not only historical
ones--they persist today. Pain spilled out in the forms of rage and grief, as
we held space for these stories in circle. The stories touched on truths
seldom spoken--not only communally but even personally. 
 
This was the purpose of this series--to offer an opportunity to practice the
sacred act of story sharing and truth telling. To grow our capacity to hold
these stories and in doing so, begin to form a new story of who we are as a
community, as a church. 
 



Following the session, I received an email from a participant expressing
the choice to not return to the sessions. “I was devastated by these
stories…it felt like a punch in the gut...deep condemnations of our church
with no clarity about why.” For this neighbor, here in this communal space
created to hold these stories, the encounter of these other stories felt, in
his words, “devastating”. Even when we set out to do just that. It was too
much; he did not return. 
 
This is a normal response to the awakening to the truth that there is more
to the story that we’ve held as TRUE. When we learn that our life--
personal, communal--isn’t what we thought it was. 
 
When Jesus speaks of the grain of wheat dying in the earth, I recall this
pain of allowing old stories to die. There have been hard truths revealed as
half-truths that have gutted me: that my ancestors and family were not who
I thought they were; that beloved institutions I had poured blood, sweat
and tears were not who/what I thought they were; that my Church and my
faith tradition was not what I thought it was; that teachers and friends were
not who I thought they were; my marriage was not what I thought it was; I
was not who I thought I was. 
 
There was more to the story. 
 
To learn new evidence that counters the stories we hold as hard
truths...well, is devastating. 
 
As it is supposed to be. 
 
Growth requires the inclusion and transcendence of old stories, of the
truths we once held so core, so foundational. 
 
I’m drawn back to the teaching of Gloria Anzaldua, whose writing and
spiritual activism have been a source of wisdom for over half my life. Years
ago, in the midst of a devastating period in my life, I got this tattoo of
Coyolxauhqui. I learned of her story from Anzaldua’s writing. According to
Aztec mythic history, Coyolxauhqui was decapitated and dismembered by
her brother, Huitzilopochtli (Eastern Hummingbird and War God), who then
flung her head into the sky and threw her body down the sacred mountain,
where it broke into a thousand pieces. Depicted as a huge round stone
filled with dismembered body parts, Coyolxauhqui serves as Anzaldua’s
symbol for the “light in the dark”, representing “Both the process of
emotional psychical dismemberment, splitting body/mind/soul and the
creative work of putting all the pieces together in a new form...a labor of re-
visioning and re-membering.” Anzaldua draws on this symbol to illustrate
the process of healing and creative transformation.
 



Wisdom traditions offer universal truths that speak to such paradoxes: that
death and life are one; that light and darkness are one; that healing is in
the wound. We have those who have gone before us, spiritual leaders and
elders--Jesus!--who have shown us the way. 
 
And in reality, the process is still terrifying and so...devastating. 
 
As it is supposed to be. 
 
That is the story: that we must die. We must be dis-membered. In order to
find life in a new form--to be trans-formed. 
 
Coyolxuahqui offered me a powerful visual representation that symbolized
what I felt like at that time in my life: pieces of myself scattered and
splintered with the deep-down faith that in that process, there was also
something creative and generative at work. Out of it, would come new
life. And it did. With time and a lot of practice, I’ve learned to trust in these
experiences of falling apart, knowing what they offer. 
 
Working to unearth the delusions of White Supremacy has offered the
most fruitful ground for this practice. 
 
The delusions of White Supremacy offer a yardstick of what is right, real,
and true that is based in fear, perpetuates lies of separation and
independence, and compels the pitiful myth of control. It leaves God out of
the equation; there is no role for Love in the age-old story of Fear. 
 
How do we relinquish this yardstick when it has been used to measure the
materials of our personal and corporate lives together? 
 
Well, it has to be...together. 
 
And this is where the delusion of the White Supremacy is both most
exposed/potent and can serve as a helpful symptom, signaling where to
pay attention. As a weapon, White Supremacy is exact in its separation
and domination. It does not allow for authentic and right relationships that
cultivate a sense of “together”. We must unravel the beliefs about
relationships that this yardstick has shaped for us (earning and proving
ourselves worthy; the compulsion to fix/solve each other; to help) and re-
member that we already and always belong to each other. In love. We
must learn to lean into the sharp points, knowing that it is there--in that
discomfort--that our growth and healing occur.
 
Jesus offers us the story of the “grain of wheat falling into the earth and
dying”. Here, it is helpful to turn our attention to “into the earth”. The grain
of wheat cannot be transformed alone; it must be held by and nourished by



the earth. The earth plays an active role in this process and is often
overlooked. We cannot do the work of healing and growing up and
becoming alone. We need to be held; we need to be nourished. We need
to hold; we need to nourish. 
 
Historical traumas have made this holding and nourishing a
challenge. Even in our intimate relationships, our families, this is hard,
much less extending that reach to neighbors and others. What does it
mean, what does it look like to hold and be held in this falling apart? 
 
It looks like love without condition. And yet...what does this look like in
practice? Many of us do not know, having rarely if ever truly experienced
this. Which is why we follow Jesus. To learn, to practice the Way of Love
and become beloved community. 
 
Yesterday (Friday), in our Becoming Beloved Community circle we did just
that. We practiced. We presenced ourselves to the grief of this week’s
mass murder in Atlanta, including six Asian American victims, to the
statement of the Vatican against same-sex marriage, to the violence and
the othering and fear that is alive in our world. We chose to soften our grip
on our old and current stories and welcome in new ones--making room for
very different and diverse expressions of grief, rage, gratitude. We were
the earth, receiving the grain of wheat and transforming it into something
new. Together, we took the threads of our grief and gratitude and created
a collective prayer, weaving together all the expressions into a new more
whole story of us.  
 
In these moments, there is a taste of the Love that Jesus speaks of,
teaches, is: Love without condition. It is meeting the forces of fear and
hatred with the force of Love, welcoming in each of us, just as we are--
rageful, despairing, hopeful, hurting, grieving, even hateful. Once we taste
it, we begin to re-member. 
 
There is more to the story.
 
This is not to say it is easy. It is devastating. People turn away. And still,
we practice. 
 
Moving from the dismembering/disintegration part of the story into the
creation part of the story calls for a different yardstick--it calls us to
relinquish the lies of independence, certainty, control and to do as the grain
of wheat and the earth do. Broken-heartedness, vulnerability, not knowing,
uncertainty--these are not things to turn away from. The fear that comes
with them is an invitation into a new story. 
 
It is an invitation to be the grain of wheat, to fall into the earth, to be held



and to be nourished into a new form of life. It is to allow ourselves
nourishment in ways that are uncomfortable as hell and also life-affirming
and life-giving. 
 
And…
 
It is an invitation to be the earth, receiving the falling grain of wheat and
hold it, steadfast. It is to honor its dying and nourish it into new life. The
earth knows no fear--it does not fix or solve. She offers energy and
resources in faith of the natural, divine order of life/death and the
evolutionary impulse of Love. 
 
And just as Mother Deborah has helped me to see, there is power in the
invitation--it is worth paying attention to. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
+++

P.S. Thank you, Mother Deborah for your invitation and for your companionship in our
journey in the Way of Love. Sending continued prayers for your healing and
strengthening.
 
P.S.S. For those interested in reading the collective prayer created during our Friday
Circle, visit http://dsobeloved.org/our-prayer-for-this-moment/
 
P.S.S.S. You are invited to join a Becoming Beloved Community Circle—either Friday,
10-11:30 or Tuesday, 7-8:30. For more info and to register, visit www.dsobeloved.org,
check with Mother Deborah, and/or reach out to me, ahowton@diosohio.org.  

Amy Howton is the Coordinator for the Becoming Beloved Community Initiative in the
Diocese of Southern Ohio.

Watch a video of this sermon HERE

Please Include in Your Prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

http://dsobeloved.org/our-prayer-for-this-moment/
http://dsobeloved.org/
https://youtu.be/BBS_KGxWpdA


In our diocese, we pray for the Standing Committee, John our Canon of the Ordinary,
and the search process for a new bishop, for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting
bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested: Belle, Bill S., Chris L., Elena, Jan S, Laura,
Miriam, Sharon, Linda Ahrens, Ted and Andrea, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Mary
Ann Baitinger; David Bell, Robert Betz III, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean,
Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth
Holden, John Jefferson, Scott Kemball-Cook, David Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda
Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Andrea Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren
O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Flo Roach,
Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi
White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane, and we pray for
all who care for them. *

Anniversaries: Bruce and Sirlei Martin (3/23); Ben and Caitlin Schave (3/25)

Birthdays:  Julie Nehls (3/27)

Those who have died: Nancy Thomas 

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed Sunday
Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will publish full names unless requested
otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Service Music *
for Sunday, March 21, 2021

1. When I survey the wondrous cross –
Christopher Tambling (Hymn 474)

2. O Lamb of God unspotted -- J.S. Bach

3. From deepest woe I cry to Thee – J.S.
Bach (Hymn 151)

Listening Links:

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/WhenSurveyWondrousCross(21mar2021)CTambling.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LambOfGodUnspotted(21mar2021)JSBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/FromDeepestWoeCryToThee(21mar2021)JSBach.mp3


Hymn 474  When I survey the wondrous cross

Psalm 51:1-13

Anthem:  As Moses lifted up the servant  Edward Bairstow

Hymn 448 O Love how deep, how broad, how high

* Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal
churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Announcements

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z9eCUqz_x5A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y_G6XvsAQYs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKD90GjQ6QI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wMgjUwl_Oig
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Mother Deborah's Second Hip Replacement Surgery Update

In November Mother Deborah was diagnosed with severe end term osteoarthritis in both
hips requiring complete hip replacements for both hips. Her left hip was replaced early in
December, since then she has been recovering and rehabbing her left hip while
continuing to work full time from home.

Her second hip replacement surgery was successfully completed this past Tuesday.
After the few days off Mother Deborah will continue to recover at home as well as work
full time.

Please keep Mother Deborah and her family in your prayers.

In case of emergency, please contact the Senior Warden Alex Buckley at
macbuck@yahoo.com or her cell phone 740-590-4245

Supply Preachers

During the first few weeks of my recovery from my second hip replacement surgery, I
invited colleagues and friends of the parish to send in sermons for the Sunday church
emails. Since we are still doing our worship services on-line, I thought this was a good
time to invite people to preach who might not be able to be with us in person. I am so
grateful they accepted my invitation and I'm looking forward to their sermons.

Sun. March 21 - Amy Howton Amy is the Coordinator for the Becoming Beloved
Community Initiative in the Diocese of Southern Ohio. I've been working with Amy a lot
this past year and thought you all would appreciate her message and perspective.

Sun. March 28 - Palm Sunday Kelly Latimore I was so moved by Kelly's beautiful
explanation of his Transfiguration Icon we welcomed this past year thanks to the
generosity of the Flemmings that I thought we'd all appreciate hearing from again.

April 1, 2, and 3 - Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday the Rev.
Eugene Hallahan Gene is a new priest in the diocese who used to be a Roman Catholic
priest. He and I will be working together as part of the diocese's mentoring program for
new clergy and I thought this is a good opportunity to introduce him to Church of the
Good Shepherd.

I hope you all have the chance to read or watch these sermons.

Many Blessings,
Mother Deborah

The daffodils Sunday School planted in this flower bed a couple of years ago are
celebrating the arrival of the season of Spring and soaking up the brightest sun
seen for months!



Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This link takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of your donation
-- e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/


64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701
740-593-6877 

chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

Monday through
Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.chogs.org/

