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The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to
know and serve Christ in loving service to
the campus, the community, and the world

The Season of Lent

The Church Year gives us forty days to
reflect on and practice turning from
whatever has gotten between us and
God and to turn toward God as an
intentional spiritual preparation for the
celebration of Easter.

LESSONS

for the Fourth Sunday in Lent – Numbers
21: 4-9; Psalm 107: 1-3, 17-22;
Ephesians 2: 1-10; John 3: 14-21.
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The Collect

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the
true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in
us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

The Gospel
John 3:14-21

Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may
have eternal life.

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned;
but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in
the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into
the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For
all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be
exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen
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that their deeds have been done in God.”

Truth of a Story

  While the pandemic has caused some of our favorite
businesses to close either temporarily or permanently,
and other things like worship services and meetings
have changed to being on-line, there have been many
new things that were created because of the
pandemic. One of the new things I am enjoying is a
podcast from actor and host of the PBS television
program Reading Rainbow LaVar Burton called LeVar
Burton Reads. It's not just for those of us who grew up
watching his show about some of the best children's
books, or fans of Star Trek Generations where he stared as Lt. LaForge, or those
who know him from his incredible contribution to the original TV series Roots. His
free podcast is an invitation for anyone to take a break from the stress of the day
and listen to LaVar Burton read stories written by a variety of authors. The
podcast has become popular, Burton believes, because people love stories and
love to listen to stories. When it comes to conveying truth, stories can be one of
the best conductors.
 
   Like in today's Gospel, where Jesus' words and lesson are intended by the
author of the Gospel according to John to be heard through two ancient stories
about the poison of sin, the love of God, and can help us see what God has done
to our sinful poison.
 
   The first story Jesus referred to in today's Gospel is from the book Numbers in
the Hebrew Bible. It's a story about the People of God and their difficulty
adjusting to the freedom to live as God's People after living as enslaved people in
Egypt for so many generations. Slavery is wrong for so many reasons; it robs
everyone involved of the goodness of their humanity. Slavery dehumanizes the
enslaved and makes monsters of those who delude themselves into thinking they
could own, mistreat, and exploit a fellow human being, a fellow beloved child of
God.
 
   In the stories of God's People's transition from slavery into freedom, we can see
slavery can do even more damage by how it poisoned people into believing they
had been taken care of when they were enslaved. If you read the whole story in
Exodus and Numbers, you'd read about how it hadn't taken long after the parting
of the Red Sea before the people started to complain. Complaining can have a
healthy place, but when it becomes someone's automatic response to anything
new or different, complaining can be a poison that can hurt relationships and a
person's growth. After the drama of the Red Sea, the Israelites followed Moses
into the wilderness and they hadn't been there long before they started to



complain about all the walking, how scary the wilderness was, and how inferior
the food tasted. They grew so nostalgic for the taste of cucumbers and melons
that the bread of heaven they called manna had no flavor or substance. Their
complaints showed while they had prayed for release from slavery, they had
forgotten what oppression felt like, and revealed their trust was still in that
oppressive and unjust system instead of the new life in God was giving them and
Moses was leading them into.
 
   As the story goes, the people complained and God responded by meeting their
needs, but things didn't get better. At one point the People of God even refused
to go into the Promised Land. They were too afraid. It didn't look anything like
their lives in Egypt. It didn't look like whatever they imagined the promised land
would like. As a consequence, the people had to wander for a generation, to
have time to encounter God in the wilderness, to learn to trust God instead of
fight God. That is where we find them in the reading from Numbers in the
readings for today. The people of God had been wandering a long time in the
wilderness. But instead of growing closer to God, they were growing impatient.
And what do the impatient do? One thing they tend to do is complain, poisoning
their situation even more with divisive thoughts and words. The people
complained not just about the food and water, they complained against Moses,
and even worse, they complained against God.
 
   This is no small thing. In fact it takes us into another story, one of the very
first. It takes us back to the Garden at the beginning when God asked the first
man and the first woman about their actions concerning the forbidden fruit. Both
the first man and woman answered God's question if they ate the fruit by
blaming someone else. The woman blamed the serpent. Not to be outdone, the
man blamed the woman God gave him, which is a pretty back handed way of
blaming God. This blame seems to be the point where things changed in that
story, causing God to send the two first people into the wilderness.
 
   Several millennia and some epic stories later, God's People were back in the
wilderness and still blaming God for the misery they brought on themselves by
complaining and rebelling against God instead of trusting God. On this story, God
again responded to being blamed. This time, according to the story, God sent
serpents whose poisoned bites caused physical suffering and death.
 
   At this point we need to remember something important about stories,
especially ancient stories about the People of God. Many details in such stories
are intended to point us to truths about people and God. Too often we can get
caught up in the details by taking them literally instead of seeing what they point
to. For example, the detail of the serpents can make us think what kind of God
sends serpents to terrorize and kill people? This interpretation misses the
point. Perhaps the serpents were there in the wilderness all the time, both
literally and figuratively. Perhaps the serpents are a reminder of the incident in
the garden and a symbol of what the people had become: poison to each other



by causing division and distrust in Moses and God, who once again was blamed
instead of trusted.
 
  Such division required healing, and the medicine was quite mysterious and
strange. It was a pole with a serpent made of bronze the people had to look upon
to be restored to life. This isn't a weird magic act, it's a story about the division
sin created, and how God responded to this division by transforming it with God's
love. Once the people looked on what they had become, God looked back with
love that restored them to life and relationship with God, reminding them God
created people to be in relationship.
 
  It would be lovely if this story ended with "they lived happily ever after." But
several millennia and epic stories later, we find in Jesus' time people were still
inclined to impatience, complaining, blame and division. And in response, God,
the author of John wrote, sent God's only Son so that the world would know God
did not come into the world to condemn it but to save it. Jesus was lifted up on a
cross and died, and God took that act, the worst people could do, and redeemed
sin by turning it upside down and inside out, by taking death into God's own
loving self and loving it into life, into resurrection life.
 
   Several millennia later, we find ourselves in a world plagued by the COVID-19
pandemic, which has also brought to light so much human sin: impatience,
division, trust in systems of oppression that continue to cause disparity, injustice,
and in the case of the pandemic, more American deaths than World War II and
World War I combined. Yet we do not have to entrust ourselves to living the
same old never-ending story. Through Jesus' death and resurrection we can learn
to recognize such sins and instead of ignoring them or blame others for them, we
can choose to live resurrection life, we can choose to live the new story Jesus
started. This still means responding to the pandemic with mask wearing, social
distancing, and getting vaccinated when we can, and on another level, it means
how we choose to move forward as we hear promises of a return to
"normal". The stories of the Bible remind us "normal" isn't necessarily how we
were created to by God to live. "Normal" seems to be marked by complaints and
division, inequality, and selfishness. Perhaps the Gospel today is encouraging us
to see beyond "normal" to the world as God dreams it can be. With so many
changes happening right now, there must also certainly be opportunities for
resurrection life. Where we don't think of people who work any job be it
professor or barista as a laborer to be exploited but a contributor to a greater
cause; where education is about helping people discover how they learn,
applying what they learn, and equipping them to see that education is a way of
life instead of a piece of paper awarded for transactions made. Where success in
business happens when everyone - all employees - profit, including the
community, instead of a small group of investors and shareholders. Where
opportunities aren't just for the few. A world where people of all walks of life can
recognize sin for what it is when they look upon it: selfishness that cares nothing
for anyone and when they recognize it choose to reject it for the love of God



shown in Christ. Such a life may look different, it may not feel normal, and that is
because it is better than normal, it's the love of God and the new story we can
live every day and share with the world.

Watch a video of this sermon HERE.

Please Include in Your Prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.
In our diocese, we pray for the Standing Committee, John our Canon of the Ordinary,
and the search process for a new bishop, for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting
bishops.
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.
Those Whom our Prayers are Requested: Belle, Bill S., Chris L., Elena, Jan S, Laura,
Miriam, Sharon, Linda Ahrens, Ted and Andrea, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Mary
Ann Baitinger; David Bell, Robert Betz III, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean,
Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth
Holden, John Jefferson, Scott Kemball-Cook, David Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda
Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Andrea Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren
O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Flo Roach,
Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi
White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane, and we pray for
all who care for them. *
Birthdays: Jan Gault (3/14), Brogan Reilly Shannon (3/19), Philip Ortman (3/20), Naomi
Clever (3/20)
For the Deceased: Judy McGinn

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed Sunday
Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will publish full names unless requested
otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Service Music *
for Sunday, March 14, 2021

1. Lift high the cross – Paul Manz (Hymnal 673)

https://youtu.be/mviZMWX8wxQ
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LiftHighCross(14mar2021)PManz.mp3


2. Meditation on “Amazing Grace” – Frederick Swann
(Hymnal 671)

3. Variations on “Come thou fount of every blessing” -
Undine Smith Moore (Hymnal 686)

4. Recessional on “Amazing Grace” – Adophus
Hailstork

Listening Links:

Hymn 603  When Christ was lifted from the earth

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
This is an audiovisual meditation of the psalm of the day. Reflect on the words
as you listen and watch the beautiful visuals.

Anthem – God so Loved the World Bob Chilcott

Hymn 673 Lift high the cross

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal
churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Announcements

Mother Deborah's Upcoming Surgery

I'm sure you all remember in November I was diagnosed with severe end term
osteoarthritis in both of my hips and the only treatment is complete hip replacement for
both hips. My left hip was replaced in December. My right hip will be replaced this week,
on Tuesday, March 16. I ask your prayers for me, my family, and my surgeon and health
care team, in whom I have every confidence.

I plan to take off the day of and days following the surgery this week. Next week I plan to

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/MeditationAmazingGrace(14mar2021)FSwann.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/VariationsComeThouFount(14mar2021)USMoore.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/RecessionalAmazingGrace(14mar2021)AHailstork.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_EupYa9VxiQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XXx4PuEFtuY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xoX-PLEjQt8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C59j6p6iOZ4
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/


resume working from home. For emergencies, please contact the Senior Warden Alex
Buckley at macbuck@yahoo.com or her cell phone 740-590-4245.

I continue to be grateful every day for all your prayers and well wishes during this
process of healing.

Many Blessings,
Mother Deborah

Supply Preachers

During the first few weeks of my recovery from my second hip replacement surgery, I
invited colleagues and friends of the parish to send in sermons for the Sunday church
emails. Since we are still doing our worship services on-line, I thought this was a good
time to invite people to preach who might not be able to be with us in person. I am so
grateful they accepted my invitation and I'm looking forward to their sermons.

Sun. March 21 - Amy Howton Amy is the Coordinator for the Becoming Beloved
Community Initiative in the Diocese of Southern Ohio. I've been working with Amy a lot
this past year and thought you all would appreciate her message and perspective.

Sun. March 28 - Palm Sunday Kelly Latimore I was so moved by Kelly's beautiful
explanation of his Transfiguration Icon we welcomed this past year thanks to the
generosity of the Flemmings that I thought we'd all appreciate hearing from again.

April 1, 2, and 3 - Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday the Rev.
Eugene Hallahan Gene is a new priest in the diocese who used to be a Roman Catholic
priest. He and I will be working together as part of the diocese's mentoring program for
new clergy and I thought this is a good opportunity to introduce him to Church of the
Good Shepherd.

I hope you all have the chance to read or watch these sermons.

Many Blessings,
Mother Deborah

Daylight Savings Time Spring Forward Sunday March 14

It's a sure sign of spring when the redwing blackbirds return, the
crocuses start to bloom, and Daylight Savings Day appears on the
calendar. Please remember to turn your clocks AHEAD an hour Saturday
night before you go to bed or Sunday morning when you wake up.

No March Vestry Meeting

Due to Mother Deborah’s hip replacement surgery on March 16, the
Vestry, Wardens Treasurer and Mother Deborah decided to cancel the
March Vestry Meeting. We will meet via zoom in April.

mailto:macbuck@yahoo.com


If you have noticed some changes in format and a second 'finished' email last Friday,
Constant Contact, the service we use for our mailings, has a new authoring platform and
I am learning to adapt. This platform is more friendly to the full range of reading devices.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This link takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of your donation
-- e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

