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Church Building and Office Reminder

The Diocese has revised its guidelines for in-
person services, but this still means no indoor
services nor regular church office hours for the
time being. Someone might be in the office
between 10:00 am and 12:00 pm, Monday
through Thursday. Please call ahead or knock.
However, if at all possible please correspond by
email, phone, or regular mail. The building
(inside) remains closed until further notice.

Links to Resources and Current Information
Regarding COVID-19

Daylight Savings Time Spring Forward Sunday March 14

It's a sure sign of spring when the redwing blackbirds return, the crocuses start to bloom,
and Daylight Savings Day appears on the calendar. Please remember to turn your clocks
AHEAD an hour Saturday night before you go to bed or Sunday morning when you wake
up.

Are We There Yet?
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https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm


I can remember asking my parents this question when I was sick and tired of sitting
in the car on a long trip. The question indicated I was feeling bored, impatient, and
frustrated the trip was taking—in my uniformed opinion—too long. Not
understanding things like how many miles my parents had to drive, the speed limit,
and realistically how long it takes to get places led to my immature question. I say
immature because obviously if I had to ask the question, I already knew we were
not at our destination.

I understand many of us have been feeling this way about the pandemic for
months. Some of you have been vaccinated, which is good, but it could lead to
further impatience. Please understand that despite a few people being able to get
the vaccine, it is not available to everyone right now. And although some states
and businesses are relaxing COVID-19 Safety Protocols, they are not doing so
because of advice from health professionals or experts. Despite allowing fully
vaccinated individuals to meet privately indoors in very small groups with other fully
vaccinated individuals, the CDC warns now is not the time to relax safety protocols.
We are seeing signs of hope in reduced daily new cases, but this could be
reversed if current protocols are relaxed too soon.

- We've run this far, we can run a little bit farther. -

I've heard the question is being asked: When will we return to in-person church?
The short answer is: we are not there yet.

The long answer: Advice from virologists and epidemiologists caution that the next
month or so could see a rise in new cases even with the vaccine because of the
growing number of COVID-19 variants. Being inside still poses a much higher risk
of transmission than being outside for those who are not vaccinated. While it's
wonderful that people over 50 years of age can get vaccinated here in Ohio, not all
our church members are included in that age group, including the Rector. Herd
immunity does not happen as soon as YOU get vaccinated. It happens when 70%
or more of the WORLD population has been vaccinated. That is why we should all
do our part and get vaccinated when we can, and continue to wear masks, socially
distance, refrain from participating in large gatherings, wash our hands, and
continue other practices to reduce the risk of transmitting the virus. All of these
factors considered, for everyone's safety, it is not likely that the Church of the Good
Shepherd will return to in-person worship until sometime in early summer.
Depending on how things look, it's probable that we will be doing the service
outside.

I'm sure this is disappointing news to some of you. We are at a stage in this
pandemic where it is easy to feel like the child in the back seat of a car on a long
trip: bored, impatient, powerless, and frustrated. As uncomfortable a situation as
that is, getting out of the car before you reach the destination won't get you there.

- When You Can't Do What You Do, You Do What You Can -

We don't have be like the impatient child in the backseat of the car. Instead we
could start thinking about what we can do that still meets the COVID Safety
guidelines. If you are fully vaccinated and feeling pulled to return to in-person
ministry, perhaps now is the time to consider if you are willing to be on the front
steps of the church every Wednesday and hand out prepared sack lunches. If you
would like to explore that possibility, contact Anne Walker who is currently
overseeing the Wednesday Lunch ministry. If you are missing seeing your friends



at church, consider calling them on the phone and catching up, or if you are fully
vaccinated, visit your friend in person. Perhaps the best way to be in this time is to
accept what we cannot control and do what we can to make it possible for everyone
to get to our destination together. That means making space for the vaccine to be
available to people in all age groups. That is going to take time, and for the love of
God and each other, let's give each other the gift of time.
 
When we do meet in person again, we want to be able to continue to welcome all
people with the hospitality we are known for. Let's keep hanging in there together
so we all get there together. Even when it's not easy; that's when we can pray for
God's help. I'm right here with you. Hopefully, it's not much farther.

Many Blessings,
Mother Deborah

Mother Deborah's Second Hip Replacement Surgery

In November Mother Deborah was diagnosed with severe end term osteoarthritis in both
hips. The only treatment available is complete hip replacements for both hips. Her left hip
was replaced early in December, since then she has been recovering and rehabbing her
left hip while continuing to work full time from home.

Her second hip replacement surgery is scheduled for March 16.

Please keep Mother Deborah, her surgeon and her family in your prayers. After surgery,
she will continue to recover from home as well as work full time, taking a few days off for
the day of surgery and a few days after.

In case of emergency, please contact the Senior Warden Alex Buckley at
macbuck@yahoo.com or her cell phone 740-590-4245

Supply Preachers

During the first few weeks of my recovery from my second hip replacement surgery, I
invited colleagues and friends of the parish to send in sermons for the Sunday church
emails. Since we are still doing our worship services on-line, I thought this was a good
time to invite people to preach who might not be able to be with us in person. I am so
grateful they accepted my invitation and I'm looking forward to their sermons.

Sun. March 21 Amy Howton Amy is the Coordinator for the Becoming Beloved
Community Initiative in the Diocese of Southern Ohio. I've been working with Amy a lot
this past year and thought you all would appreciate her message and perspective.

Sun. March 28 Palm Sunday Kelly Latimore I was so moved by Kelly's beautiful
explanation of his Transfiguration Icon we welcomed this past year thanks to the
generosity of the Flemmings that I thought we'd all appreciate hearing from again.

mailto:macbuck@yahoo.com


April 1, 2, and 3 Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday the Rev.
Eugene Hallahan Gene is a new priest in the diocese who used to be a Roman Catholic
priest. He and I will be working together as part of the diocese's mentoring program for
new clergy and I thought this is a good opportunity to introduce him to Church of the
Good Shepherd.

I hope you all have the chance to read or watch these sermons.

Many Blessings,
Mother Deborah

NAMI Family Support Group Offerings

NAMI Family Support Group is a peer-led support group for any adult with a loved one
who has experienced symptoms of a mental-health condition. Gain insight from the
challenges and successes of others facing similar experiences. NAMI's support groups
are unique because they follow a structured model, ensuring that everyone has an
opportunity to be heard and to get what they need.

1. Free of cost to participants
2. Designed for adult loved ones of people with mental health conditions
3. Led by family members of people with mental health conditions
4. 60-90 minutes long and meets 3x per month
5. No specific medical therapy or treatment is endorsed
6. Confidential
7. Offered via Zoom to ensure everyone's safety at this time

NAMI Athens currently offers this group on the 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month at 6:00
PM via Zoom. NAMI Athens has added another Family Support Group option on the 2nd
Sunday of each month at 1:30 PM starting March 14th. Email us
(info@namiathensohio.org), or call/text 740-249-9249 to get Zoom details in order to
join.

From [e]Connections: Introducing Lent


Lent is the Christian tithe, forty days that we give back to God by
intentionally drawing near to the Lord. The season of Lent is an
opportunity for life change, as we are invited to participate in special
rituals and activities centered on Christ's own preparation for death
and resurrection.

Maggi Dawn knows much about this. She is the author of a book on Lent called Giving It
Up and has a special place in her heart for the ways in which Lent can transform lives
and point them back at God.

This free course (which can be found on the Diocesan Learning Portal) is an inspiring
introduction to this holy season and is appropriate for those who are new or have spent

https://dso.pathwright.com/library/introducing-lent-866902ce/201518/about/


years commemorating Lent.

From [e]Connections: Lent Story Sharing

StorySharing - not storytelling - because relationship matters,
story matters. We will deeply listen to one another's unique
stories without fixing or solving . . . we will practice witnessing
each other, just as we are.

You are invited to join in a Lenten StorySharing Series each Thursday throughout Lent,
from 7-8:30pm on Zoom. Register here.

From [e]Connections: Virtual gatherings with
Bishop Price

The next set of virtual gatherings with Bishop Price has been
scheduled. The topic for this meeting will be our bishop search.
Bishop Price will be joined by members of the Standing Committee
to talk about our search process, the diocesan-wide survey, and next

steps. Mark your calendar!

The open gathering for laity and clergy is Tuesday, April 6, 6:30 p.m.

Register here

Advance registration is required. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting. The gatherings will be recorded for
later viewing for anyone unable to attend.

From [e]Connections: Spirituality and Racial
Justice with Presiding Bishop Michael Curry

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry discusses ways in which
Christians can work toward racial justice. He focuses on the
spiritual elements of the problem: on the spiritual failings that
lead to racism and the ways in which spiritual tools are
necessary to help us build a more just world. He discusses racism as one of the many
results of the pride that separates people from God, and fighting racism as a first step
toward reconciling all of humanity. He also goes into ways in which "wickedness in high
places" can cause us to view appalling injustices as inevitable—and some human beings
as expendable.

The course can be found here.

http://dsobeloved.org/lent-storysharing/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScwrDoXBrfwzlzQ047L1CfnPKdwV2V2jFW9UGrDw77Tk2hu3g/viewform
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErdOCsqT8iG9cXmBqWWRVbsqHGO_LsFbEH
https://dso.pathwright.com/library/spirituality-and-racial-justice-edcd41ca/204912/about/


Two photos this week -- The COVID Memorial is finished
and making a 'big ditch' across the street.



Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation -
- e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/


593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.chogs.org/

