
Second Sunday after Pentecost:

6 June 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world

Lessons

LESSONS for Trinity Sunday– Isaiah 6: 1-8; Psalm 29; Romans 8: 12-17; John 3: 1-17.
https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we may think those
things that are right, and by your merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Gospel
Mark 3:20-35

https://www.lectionarypage.net


The crowd came together again, so that Jesus and his disciples
could not even eat. When his family heard it, they went out to
restrain him, for people were saying, “He has gone out of his
mind.” And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He
has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out
demons.” And he called them to him, and spoke to them in
parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided
against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided
against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan
has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but

his end has come. But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property
without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.

“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they
utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is
guilty of an eternal sin”— for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and
called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your
brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” And he replied, “Who are my mother
and my brothers?” And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my
mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and
mother.”

The Crowd Gathers

There is a lot going on in
today’s Gospel reading, so

much so we find Jesus and his followers so overwhelmed they can’t find
the space or time to eat. It all started because of the crowd that had
gathered again. And we quickly learned the crowd was diverse: not
everyone had gathered around Jesus for the same reason. Jesus’ healing
miracles, parables, and teachings were getting a lot of attention, and not all
of it was positive. We heard his family heard about the negative attention
Jesus was getting, that some people were saying he had lost his mind. So,
most likely out of concern they packed up and headed out to bring him
back home. There were religious leaders who went even farther and said
Jesus was demon possessed, doing the work the devil.    
       
           That is a lot to take in. Especially in the times we live in where
perhaps we might be too familiar with how much of public discourse can
sound similar, where any difference of opinion might be seen as a threat to
the status quo and is dismissed by being labeled as toxic or evil. And
people who don’t believe the latest conspiracy theory or the latest scientific
advances are dismissed as dangerous outsiders. There’s a lot of us versus
them talk out there, and some of it might hit close to home for some of us.



Maybe some of us prickle at hearing someone called crazy as a way to
dismiss them. We hear the injustice in those remarks because we or loved
ones live with mental wellness issues. Others might feel the hurt of
strained or estranged family relationships. We know the pain when family
members choose paths different from our own or can’t accept us and
suddenly think us disposable or evil. That stuff is real for many, and it
hurts.           

           These possible similarities to our own lives might make it hard to
hear or take in how Jesus responded to all the attempts to polarize the
crowd by demonizing him in today’s Gospel, and we don’t want to miss
what Jesus does. Jesus responded by refusing to play into the
polarization. He pointed out the flaw in the logic of division – that it tends to
create more division and fails to be compassionate, healing, and forgiving
– hallmarks of God’s love. The problem with division is it focuses on what
one is against instead of what one is for. Division needs a villain to
succeed, which means it needs a victim to demonize in order to pit people
against each other. When division is used as a tactic for getting something
accomplished, it usually means there is a struggle for power going on, like
Jesus’ parable of the tied up strong man indicates.
 
           The parable Jesus told and his teaching in the middle of all the
conflict in today’s Gospel point to how not everyone welcomed what Jesus
brought into the world. At the start of Mark’s Gospel, we heard Jesus’
pronounce through him God’s Kingdom of Heaven had come near and
invited people to turn from the ways they were living and change to living
in ways that follow God’s Kingdom. Throughout his ministry, Jesus was
demonstrating what that kind of living was like. For some people, this
Kingdom of Heaven stuff was liberating, for others it threatened the way
things had always been. God’s Kingdom can be threatening to power
structures that rely on keeping people in their place, that values people
based on things like on their age, abilities, wealth, color, race, gender,
sexual orientation, instead of valuing people as being children of God.

           When Jesus healed people and pronounced people forgiven, he
wasn’t just restoring them to wellness, he was restoring them to a status of
equality to a society that wasn’t ready to receive them; a society that was
quick to remind Jesus it wasn’t his place to decide who is well and who is
forgiven, there were systems for that kind of thing. And these were strong
systems. They held a great deal of power in society. They still do. Whether
that was a family system, a religious system, an education system, a
medical system, a political system, or an economic system, there are
plenty of systems in place that will sort humanity out. Jesus was going
against the systems and the systems were fighting back in today’s Gospel
the way they knew how, by demonizing him to polarize people into forming
alliances to a system, in order to pit system against system.



           But Jesus tied up that strong man himself by pointing to God; that
healing people and forgiveness are not acts of evil, they are evidence of
God’s Kingdom present here on earth and that Kingdom is stronger than
any system, because God’s Kingdom is about love and life.

           That is why Jesus looked around him and said anyone who does
God’s will is his mother and siblings. That’s what makes us family in God’s
Kingdom. Some people interpret this part of today’s Gospel as Jesus going
on record as being against family. But I don’t think that is what Jesus was
saying. I think Jesus was saying God’s Kingdom doesn’t have to compete
with systems like family, God’s Kingdom can heal and renew systems,
making them vehicles for God’s Kingdom when they embrace and practice
being part of God’s Kingdom here on earth.

           Please allow me an example from my personal life. I come from a
family of church goers. Growing up this meant holidays like Christmas and
Easter were not just times to get together and eat a lot, open presents,
and share stories. They were just as much about the birth of Jesus and his
resurrection. My family had traditions around these holidays that we loved.
However, once I was ordained a priest, my new role in the church
threatened those beloved family traditions. I could no longer attend church
with my family as I was leading services in my own parish; and I was not
able to be with my family on Christmas day and Easter day. At first this
was hard on my family, but we had a conversation about it. They of course
understood why I couldn’t skip Christmas and Easter with my parish. When
I offered to be with them on different days around those holidays my family
developed new traditions that they ended up liking even better. What
initially felt like a threat to my family ended up bringing about a change that
helped my family grow closer together. We didn’t pit the system of the
church against our family system, we were able to step back and make
room for both. That’s the Kingdom of God at work within a family unit, a
family with the love of God at its core.

           However, I have also had the opposite experience with a family who
had a different core to their system. When my husband and I got married,
his family were not church goers. Holidays meant time off work for them,
and my in-laws could not understand why I couldn’t take off for Christmas
and Easter. Even after I invited them to attend Christmas and Easter
services and offered the same option I made to my family to spend time
with them on days around the holidays. To my in-laws this option was not
acceptable. To them, their family tradition was more important than making
room for me in their family. They were unbending, and as you might
suspect, this eventually caused division and the temptation to demonize
me or them. No one needs to demonize anyone, that’s just the way their
system works.

           I bring up both examples to offer up the idea that living God’s



Kingdom of Heaven can look like making room for each other without using
differences to harm or cause polarization. Sometimes this might work,
sometimes it won’t. But I believe it is worth a try.

           In every crowd, there are many systems at play. Just like the one in
the Gospel and the one that has gathered here today. As I keep saying, it
feels good to be together again and it feels different too. We’ve all
experienced some changes since we saw each other last. For some of us,
those changes have been bigger than others. Some of us are grieving the
loss of a loved one or loved ones. Some of us have been so lonely just
being with each other today brings happiness. Some of us have had
medical issues. Some of us have had family issues. Just like the crowd
around Jesus we all are bringing something different with us today. Which
means we also have the opportunity to practice some resurrection life,
some Kingdom of Heaven living here on earth by making room for each
other, listening to each other. I’ve heard colleagues comment and have
read articles that say after being a part for so long, we are going to have to
learn how to be together again. But what if the opportunity here isn’t
learning how to gather like we used to, but intentionally gathering together
tenderly, lovingly welcoming each other into a space with Christ at its
center and filled with the Holy Spirit. What if we aren’t just gathering
together to be together; what if we are gathering to renew the commitment
to living the love of God we made at our baptism. You know, to be church.

           In just a few seconds, we are going to renew our baptismal vows to
offer up our worship today as a way of making room for the Holy Spirit to
restore us, inspire us, and renew our commitment as individuals and a
parish to live God’s Kingdom right here and right now. There is a lot going
on today, not only in the Gospel, but in our lives, our community, our
country, our world. Taking a moment to renew our faith might help us
return to this world in ways that help bring God’s Kingdom a little closer to
us all. It is still life and work that brings me joy to share this work with you.

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon.  

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our

https://youtu.be/wsfOsCr_aq0


Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for the Standing Committee, John our Canon of the Ordinary,
and the search process for a new bishop, for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting
bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:   Belle, Bill S., Bud and Carol, Chris L.,
Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Linda Ahrens, Ted and Andrea, Winkie, Bill, Annie
and Kathleen, David Bell, Robert Betz III, David Burton, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman,
Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis Davies, Dick Dean, Phyllis Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris
Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth Holden, John Jefferson,
Peter Kachenko and family, Scott Kemball-Cook, Monya Monroe, Don Mosier and family,
Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Jane
Patton, Dale Paul, Jean Thomas, Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and
family, Emily Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, and
we pray for all who care for them. **

Anniversary:  George and Susan Karageorge (6/6), Carl and Danielle Ortman (6/6),
Jack and Leslie Flemming (6/7)

For the Deceased: Tom Switzer

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

The music for this Sunday
is in celebration of the
Second Sunday after Pentecost:
June 6, 2021.

1. Suite on “Rendez a Dieu” (Hymn 302 - Father
we thank thee) James Biery

1. Prelude
2. Capriccio
3. Basse ostinato
4. Toccata

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/SuiteRendezDieu302(6jun2021)JBiery.mp3


2. Chorale-Prelude on “Cwn Rhondda” (Hymn 593 – God of grace and God of glory)
Paul Manz

Listening Links:

Hymn 533 – How wondrous and great

Hymn 620– Jerusalem my happy home

Psalm 138

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal
churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services. http://diosohio.org/doing-
church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Announcements

Concert Series Returns

The outdoor concert "Under the Elms" resumes June 9 and
continues June 16, 23, and 30. They commence at 7:00 p.m.;
bring a chair and/or a blanket and enjoy music from the Athens
Communiversity Band for free.

This morning the outdoor service returned.

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeCwnRhondda593(6jun2021)PManz.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvqAY4V3YSU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ngW_dibtWU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iNqvpM2MFYM&t=21s
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/




Quick Links
Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

Church Building and
Office Reminder

The Diocese recently updated its in consideration of
the relaxed CDC guidelines. For the near term this
still means no indoor services or regular church
office hours but we are on the way.

Link to the new DSO guidelines for returning to
in-person worship

- - - -
Office hours remain between 10:00 am and 12:00
pm, Monday through Thursday. Please call ahead
or knock. However, if at all possible please
correspond by email, phone, or regular mail. The
visiting and working about the church grounds is
encouraged, but the building (inside) remains
closed until further notice.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Updated-Guidelines_051921.pdf


Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

