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This Sunday
Second Sunday After Pentecost

June 6, 2021

10:30 a.m. Service
Holy Eucharist Rite II-C  

Celebrant – The Rev. Deborah Woolsey
Lector – Norman Fox
Prayer Leader – Allyn Reilly
Altar Guild – Lynn Graham
 
LESSONS for Second Sunday After Pentecost:
I Samuel 8: 4-11, (12-15), 16-20 ; (11: 14-15);
Psalm 138; 2 Corinthians 4: 13-5:1;
Mark 3: 20-35.
https//www.lectionarypage.net

NOTE: Mother Deborah's sermon will be video recorded Sunday morning at the
10:30 service which means that the regular on-line Sunday service email will not
be published until Sunday evening at the earliest.

Intention & Renewal
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Returning to In-person Worship
June 6, 2021, 10:30 am Outside

One of my most loved appearances of the Risen Jesus to
his followers is the one in the Gospel of John chapter 21.
That's where we read about how awkward the disciples felt

after Jesus' death and resurrection. The world had changed. Jesus had died and he was
risen, and nothing would ever be the same again. But in their daily observations, that
transformation was not visible. Life appeared to go on as it always had. There was
nothing new under the sun.

But despite appearances, it was not true. The disciples had experienced a lot, they had
changed. But when chapter 21 starts, they didn't know how to live into that change. So
they looked to Peter for direction. Peter didn't know what to do either. So, he decided to
do what most of us try to do when we don't know what to do. He tried to go back to
normal.

For Peter, normal meant going back to being a fisherman. He and the disciples went
back to the water, got into boats, and threw out their fishing nets. But it was empty. Not
just their nets. The experience.

Because once you or situations or life itself changes, there is no going back to what life
was like before. What was previously defined as normal has been transformed into the
past because of our personal growth or transformation. That is what Peter and the
disciples found out on the fishing boats. They had been transformed, they had been
changed, and just as Jesus promised when he called Peter back in the beginning of their
journey together, Peter was no longer a catcher of fish.

My favorite part of the story is how the Risen Jesus shows up at the moment when the
disciples must have realized the attempt to go back to normal wasn't working. Just then
when the sun was rising and reality was dawning in them the Risen Jesus called to them.
He repeated the miracle of filling their nets with fish like he did when he called Peter the
first time. And then Peter knew Who was on the beach and he knew fishing was behind
him. That's why he dove into the water and swam to the Risen Jesus.

The disciples found the Risen Jesus had a lovely breakfast for them. I bet it was one of
the most delicious meals of their lives. I bet it tasted like resurrection. Like the delicious
potluck meals we've shared at Church of the Good Shepherd.

Then Jesus and Peter had a heartbreaking and beautiful conversation. Jesus asked
Peter three times if he loved him, and three times Peter said yes. After each yes, Jesus
charged Peter with the task of feeding and caring for his sheep and lambs. It was a
beautiful renewal of their relationship and a tender way of saying Peter can't go back to
normal.

From then on, there is no mention of Peter fishing. In the New Testament book Acts of
the Apostles we read all about Peter going forward into the new resurrection reality - into
a new normal.

This account of the Risen Jesus is a good one for us to reflect on as we return to in
person church services at Church of the Good Shepherd on Sunday. We've all been
through some changes over the past six months since we last gathered in person. For



some of us, it's been longer. We've lost a parishioner; others are in the process of
moving. Others have been drawn to our parish and our welcome. As much as we might
want it to, our gathering together won't be exactly the same as it was before.

And that is okay. Like the disciples in the fishing boats, it will only feel awkward or empty
until the moment you recognize the Risen Jesus is still with us.

As a way to acknowledge the changes we all bring with us as we return to in person
worship on Sunday, I'd like us to incorporate an experience like Jesus and his disciples
had on the beach that morning, one that renews their calling to follow the Risen Jesus.
We will be renewing our Baptismal Vows together as a way to commit to following the
Risen Jesus into a world that has been changed as we have. There is no going back
ward, and we still aren't sure what the new normal is going to be like. That's okay as long
as we realize the Risen Jesus is already there, waiting for us to apply what we've learned
during the pandemic into making the new normal a bit more like God's Kingdom here on
earth.

In order to be welcoming to all, we will gather outside on the front steps of the porch.
Please bring a chair if you are able and dress for the weather.

Unvaccinated people need to wear masks. We welcome everyone who chooses to wear
a mask even if you are vaccinated.

We are not providing a printed bulletin. See the link for the order for worship.

I'm looking forward to gathering together in the presence of the Risen Christ.

Many Blessings,
Mother Deborah

Tonight !
The Yale Whiffenpoofs x Athens Photo Project:

a benefit concert,

Friday, June 04, 2021

06:30 PM - 08:30 PM

Zenner House (on Utah Place)

Learn More & Tickets

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/OrderOfWorship.pdf
https://whiffs.ticketbud.com/the-yale-whiffenpoofs-x-athens-photo-project-a-benefit-concert? _ga=2.3985331.2048506762.1622214535-426372723.1620853576


10:00 a.m. - Juneteenth Health Walk - Mill Street Bike Path Access
Start your Juneteenth celebration with a health walk. During this event, participants will
walk the Athens bike path together to commemorate Juneteenth. Register to
participate.

3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. - Juneteenth Festival - Parking Lot 55 (Near River Park
Apartments)
The Juneteenth Festival will include live music, food, vendors, and activities for
children. Feel free to bring lawn chairs and blankets, water, and sunscreen, so you
can hang out and enjoy the live music! Register to Participate.

*Participants are asked to bring a personal hygiene item or beauty product to donate.
Donated items will be available to OHIO students of color via the Being Black In
College program sponsored by the Office of Multicultural Success and Retention.

https://ohio.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5tY2CqZXaUmmgtg
https://ohio.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_025De8o6jMphXdI


NOTE: Attendees will be required to follow the state of Ohio and University COVID-19
policies and protocols. Attendees who are not vaccinated will be required to wear masks.
Please review the Be Safe Bobcats webpage prior to event attendance.

About and More Information.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation
—e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.–12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.ohio.edu/diversity/juneteenth-celebration
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

