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This Sunday
Fourth Sunday After Pentecost

June 20, 2021

10:30 a.m. Service (Order of Worship)
Holy Eucharist Rite II-C  
Outdoors front porch

Celebrant – The Rev. Deborah Woolsey
Lector – Gregory Proctor
Prayer Leader – Allyn Reilly
Altar Guild – Lynn Graham
 
LESSONS for Fourth Sunday After Pentecost:
I Samuel 17: 32-49; Psalm 9: 9-20; 2 Corinthians
6: 1-13; Mark 4:35-41
https://www.lectionarypage.net/

Mother Deborah's sermon will be video recorded Sunday morning at the 10:30
service which means that the regular on-line Sunday service email will not be
published until Sunday evening at the earliest.

NOTE: And scan thru today's E-News carefully, a number of important items.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/OrderOfWorship.pdf
https://www.lectionarypage.net/


Definition of Recovery

  From various dictionaries:
    - a return to a normal state of health, mind, or strength.
    - the action or process of regaining possession or control of something stolen or lost.
    - the process of becoming well again after an illness or injury.
    - the process of becoming successful or normal again after problems.

   From Jesus (John:5)
   - "Do you want to be made well?"

From my vantage point, there is a lot of recovering going on.

First, there is my recovery from two major surgeries in a period of three months. I really
didn't start to recover until after my second hip replacement surgery. Now I can feel in my
muscles, bones, heart, mind, lungs, in my whole being, that I am in a very active
process. It is not necessarily a linear process. It certainly is a "process of becoming"
where I am having to relearn how to use my body, how my body responds to stresses
like high humidity, and the value of rest. I'm not only recovering from the bodily trauma of
surgery, but from the damage the disease caused my muscles and to the way I walked.

I'm discovering how the process of becoming well is communal. It isn't only a relationship
between a surgeon and a patient. That's just where the process starts. It's the home
caregiver, the nurses, the receptionists who schedule appointments, the greeters at the
door to the hospital and doctors' offices, it's the lab technicians who facilitate and
analyze the tests and x-rays, it's the physical therapists who I meet with twice a week,
and the physical therapists who see and encourage me even if I'm not receiving
treatment from them, it's my many colleagues who extend inquiries of care, express
empathy and support of where I am in the process, it's the family and friends who share
their experiences and walk with me through this process, it's the friends who share tricks
for massaging muscles that are still sore at the end of the day, everyone who
remembers to pray for me, and of course my parish. You are all extremely generous in
making room for my recovery process. Your expressions of love and care mean a lot.

I've also learned that recovery requires something of me. In order to fully receive what
this amazing community is giving me I have to let go of the training I received that said
being a priest, as well as a woman, means I have to power through any difficulty; no
matter what happens I have to emerge unscathed, untouched. The problem with that
mindset is I'll never be able to fully recover and won't become well again.

Before my surgeries I joked with my husband that I was going to become part Cyberman
- a monster from one of my favorite TV shows Doctor Who. I said this because this
particular monster was invented by doctors in the 1960's who were asking the question
what makes us human in response to the growing medical science of artificial limbs. The
Cybermen have human brains and spinal columns but everything else is artificial.
Imagine a body that will never wear out and you have a Cyberman. They also have pain
inhibitors so they feel no pain. Cybermen don't feel anything.

Now that I am in the process of recovery, I realize that the Cyberman comparison was
wrong, despite the artificial body parts connection. Because the process of becoming a
Cyberman is not the process of becoming well. It's the process of assimilation, not one
one without feeling, without love and care and learning that invites community,
restoration of well being, and health.



I am so grateful for the community that has grown around my recovery, because this
community is helping me in the process of becoming well again. It's a lot of work, and
requires patience and vulnerability and willingness to change, adapt, and work with
others. It's no wonder Jesus asked the man beside the pool in John's Gospel if he
wanted to be made well. If you remember that story, it wasn't just about Jesus restoring
the man's ability to walk, it started a whole process of the man becoming part of society
again. It was not a smooth process.

My journey of recovery gives me the perspective that instead of "returning to normal" it
might be healthier to think of the time we are in as a recovery from the pandemic.
Instead of a push to assimilate to the way things were before the pandemic, maybe we're
now in a time of becoming well again. This means we don't have to try and make our
lives like they were. A skill I admire in my physical therapists is how they balance being
gentle and understanding of the recovery process with knowing when to challenge me
with more difficult exercises to help me grow stronger so that I can achieve better
mobility. They do this by listening, observing, and building on what they already know.
While I have been a challenging patient to them, they have accepted me, they work
through particular set backs with me, and are growing with me. It inspires me to imagine
how we as a church can be in this time of recovery: listening with compassion, observing,
being open to learning and wise enough to know when to take on challenges, all while
being gentle with each other. Perhaps this is how Jesus is calling us to be church, to be
communities that practice recovery as part of healing.

Any process of becoming needs community and it needs all of us in the community to be
vulnerable to each other, to carry each other as best we can. And that might sound like a
lot. It also could be something else I'm experiencing in recovery: it could be the life
renewing stuff of Jesus' resurrection.

Many Blessings,
Mother Deborah 

Standing Committee Nominates Bishop Wayne Smith as
Provisional Bishop Candidate

The Standing Committee of the Diocese of Southern Ohio announced that they have
nominated the Rt. Rev. Wayne Smith to serve as provisional bishop in Southern Ohio
beginning August 15. An act of the Diocesan Convention is required before Smith can
take office as the Ecclesiastical Authority of the diocese. The Standing Committee plans
to call for a special session of the 146th Convention on Saturday, July 17, 2021, for the
purpose of this action. The link below is the text of a letter sent June 8, 2021, to notify
the diocese of its decision.

Read more:

NOTICE OF SPECIAL SESSION OF
THE 146th CONVENTION OF THE
DIOCESE OF SOUTHERN OHIO

http://www.dsoconnections.org/2021/06/08/standing-committee-nominates-bishop-wayne-smith-as-provisional-bishop-candidate/


Notice is hereby given that a Special Session of the 146th Convention of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio has been called by The Standing Committee under Article VII of The
Constitution of the Episcopal Church of Southern Ohio and will be held via Zoom at 9
a.m. on Saturday, July 17, 2021.

The business to come before the Special Session is an action to name the Right
Reverend George Wayne Smith as Provisional Bishop of the Diocese of Southern Ohio
effective August 15, 2021. The Diocese of Southern Ohio is authorized to name Bishop
Smith as Provisional Bishop as an act of Convention pursuant to Title III, Canon 13,
Section 1 of The Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal Church. The Standing
Committee of the Diocese of Southern Ohio has consulted with Presiding Bishop Michael
Curry and his representatives regarding this action to name Bishop Smith as Provisional
Bishop, as required under Title III, Canon 13, Section 1. As Provisional Bishop, Bishop
Smith would be authorized to exercise all the duties and offices of the Bishop of the
Diocese until a permanent Bishop is elected and ordained.

Pursuant to The Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio the delegates and alternates who were elected or appointed for the
Annual Convention held November 7, 2020, will serve as delegates and alternates for
the Special Session on July 17, however, each Parish may appoint substitute delegates
and alternates if the original delegates and alternates are not available to attend. In
addition, all canonically resident Clergy in the Diocese of Southern Ohio are eligible to
attend this Special Session.

For Parishes receiving this Notice, a list of the certified delegates to the 146th
Convention for your Parish will be sent by a separate email to all clergy and wardens. If
the individuals on the list are not able to attend the Special Session, please fill out a
Change of Delegate Form (found on the convention website, www.dsoconvention.org)
before July 10, 2021.

This Notice is being sent by the Secretary of the 146th Convention under Canon III of
The Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church of the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
June 10, 2021.

Yours Faithfully,

Ann Sabo
Secretary of the 146th Convention

https://dsoconvention.org/


10:00 a.m. - Juneteenth Health Walk - Mill Street Bike-Path Access
Start your Juneteenth celebration with a health walk. During this event, participants will
walk the Athens bike path together to commemorate Juneteenth. Register to
participate.

3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. - Juneteenth Festival - Parking Lot 55 (Near River Park
Apartments)
The Juneteenth Festival will include live music, food, vendors, and activities for
children. Feel free to bring lawn chairs and blankets, water, and sunscreen, so you
can hang out and enjoy the live music! Register to Participate.

*Participants are asked to bring a personal hygiene item or beauty product to donate.
Donated items will be available to OHIO students of color via the Being Black In
College program sponsored by the Office of Multicultural Success and Retention.

https://ohio.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5tY2CqZXaUmmgtg
https://ohio.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_025De8o6jMphXdI


NOTE: Attendees will be required to follow the state of Ohio and University COVID-19
policies and protocols. Attendees who are not vaccinated will be required to wear masks.
Please review the Be Safe Bobcats webpage prior to event attendance.

About and More Information.

The Diocese of Southern Ohio releases Updated Guidelines for
Public Worship June 16, 2021. 

Follow This Link to view these recommendations.

June clergy and laity Zoom
gatherings with the bishops

Bishop Price has invited our provisional bishop nominee, the Rt. Rev. Wayne Smith, to
join us on our June calls for a first meeting with our DSO family. The schedule and
registration information for these calls is as follows:

Wednesday, June 23, 1:30 p.m. for clergy

Thursday, June 24, 10 a.m. for clergy

Tuesday, June 29, 6:30 p.m. for laity (and clergy unable to be on one of the earlier
calls)

Register for any of these gatherings by clicking on the dates above. After you register,
you will receive information for doing the call.
Save the date!

An in-person meet and greet with Bishop Smith will be held on July 10.
Watch for more information!

Don't miss this -- An Evening with Presiding Bishop Curry and
Iconographer Kelly Latimore, Episcopal Migration Ministries via
Zoom, June 23 @ 6 p.m.

Episcopal Migration Ministries via Zoom, June 23 at 6 p.m. ET, presents a special
webinar highlighting the vital refugee work of Episcopal Migration Ministries which will
feature artist and iconographer Kelly Latimore in conversation with Presiding Bishop

https://www.ohio.edu/diversity/juneteenth-celebration
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkcOGtqDgsH90RJltwUv-qgObIM3Ut93Zm
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0sde2orTgtHtPVCREslm86KWCsfO3bRcT9
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqcO2gqDwtG9dbB0yFnuoAuqyMlZCm2s_s


Michael Curry.

To more information and to register (The event is free; all participants are required to
register).

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation
—e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.–12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/events/an-evening-with-presiding-bishop-curry-and-iconographer-kelly-latimore/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

