
Third Sunday after Pentecost:

13 June 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world

Lessons

LESSONS for Trinity Sunday– Isaiah 6: 1-8; Psalm 29; Romans 8: 12-17; John 3: 1-17.
https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through
your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with
compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Gospel
Mark 4:26-34

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter
seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and
the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The
earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full
grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in
with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we
use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest
of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all
shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its
shade.”

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did
not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his
disciples.

https://www.lectionarypage.net


Outgrowing Expectations

The tree had outgrown its bows. It was a bit of a
surprise for me, as it had been one of my jobs to
decorate the little Colorado Blue Spruce every year
for Christmas. I had helped plant the little tree with
my parents a few years before. At the time, it was

barely knee high; and so green and perfectly shaped it was already
adorable even before we decided to decorate it with bright red bows for
Christmas. Because the tree was so small, we only needed one package
of 24 premade red bows to cover the tree. I had gotten used to and
enjoyed going out into the Wisconsin cold every early December to attach
the bows to the tree. It looked so cute we’d usually take a family picture by
the decorated tree. We did this for years, marking the year by the growth in
us children, as the tree always seemed to stay the same, looking festive
with 24 bright red bows tied to the ends of its Colorado Blue-green spruce
branches.

           Except for the year when I went outside with the package of bows in
my hands and noticed the tree had changed. It was no longer knee high. It
was a lot taller. And fuller, and rounder. Sometime when we weren’t
looking, the little tree had grown. And now 24 bows weren’t only not going
to be enough, they would be swallowed up by the tree and no one would
see them. We needed more and larger bows if we wanted the same look.
Which we tried for a year or two before the little tree was too big for bows
of any size. For a while, my parents put Christmas lights on the tree, until it
grew too tall and wide even for lights.

           The tree is still alive today; big, and healthy with raspberries
growing beneath it and there is always at least one bird’s nest somewhere
within its lush branches. To look at the tree today it is difficult to imagine it
was once so small it barely came up to a thirteen-year old’s knees. Good
thing we have the pictures to prove it.

           According to the parables Jesus told in our Gospel reading today,
what I experienced with the Colorado Blue Spruce is like how God’s
Kingdom is present here on earth. Scholars call the parables we heard in
Mark’s Gospel today the “Great Assurances” because they are intended to
be Jesus’ way of explaining to his followers how despite his ministry defied
the expectations of the time, God’s Kingdom was present on earth. It
wasn’t going to show up in big, bold, violent, oppressive ways like the
Roman Empire. God’s Kingdom wasn’t going to be militant, which is what



many people of Jesus’ day expected. But just because it didn’t meet
expectations, that didn’t mean God’s Kingdom wasn’t present and wasn’t
growing in their midst. When Jesus mentioned the harvest in the first
parable he told, scholars tell us he was quoting the Old Testament prophet
Joel and was promising God is going to one day put the world to right. But,
like Jesus’ own ministry, that event won’t look what it was expected to look
like.

           Through Jesus, God is present on the earth, among people, and
God is up to something, it just isn’t always something we can see, quantify,
qualify, consume, or recognize through our usual way of seeing and
experiencing the world. But just because we can’t see it, track it, or graph
it, that doesn’t mean it isn’t happening.

           I have read critics that claim this interpretation is not very
comforting, especially for people going through difficult times, those who
are suffering injustices or poor health or emotional issues or financial strife.
Those critics are probably right, especially if we stop examining the
parables right here.

           Which would be a shame because these are parables, and there is
always more to a parable. We have to be oh so careful not to make
parables smaller than they are by thinking we already know everything
they are or mean. Like that Colorado Blue Spruce in my parents’ front yard,
there is so much more going on with parables, we just can’t always see it.

           One of my favorite interpretations of these parables is the caution to
overlook the value in something small. A mustard seed is miniscule, but it
won’t stay small forever. We human beings can have the unattractive
tendency to judge people and things harshly based on their outward
appearance. The Colorado Blue Spruce Tree taught me the foolishness of
this tendency. We can look at people or churches or ministries and write
them off as unnecessary because of the small number of participants
instead of looking closer at the level of engagement.

           I’ve seen this happen over the past year with campus ministries
across the country. As Convener of the Campus Ministry Collaborative in
our diocese, I am in regular contact with the other campus ministries in our
diocese and in other states including Indiana, Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan,
and Minnesota. Some of these ministries are traditional Canterbury Club
style student focused ministries, some are like ours that are more inclusive
of the entire campus community. During the pandemic, as campuses
closed, campus ministries lost a large number of participants. This was
painful as many did not have large numbers to begin with. But after a
period of grieving, and making adjustments, all of us in campus ministry
noticed a phenomenal change. Instead of reaching out to students or
faculty, the students and faculty reached out to the campus ministers. All of



us found ourselves with fewer people but each person who contacted a
campus minister was seeking a deeper level of engagement from
conversations about everything from frustrations with on-line learning, to
the relief and comfort they found figuring out on-line learning, to the
questions they were asking about what is next in their lives. For most of us,
it became an energizing experience because there was growth. Not
numerical, statistical growth, but the kingdom of God kind of growth, a
growing closer to God, to each other, and growing braver to explore what
is God calling us all to instead of always doing the same old comforting
programs. All of a sudden, we realized those programs were as impotent
as the 24 bright red bows on a tree that had outgrown expectations, and
this gave us joy.

           Perhaps that is the assurance in these parables. The assurance
that says God is at work, and maybe we need to adjust our expectations to
recognize it. And because God is at work, things won’t necessarily turn out
like we want them to, but we will get through any difficulty and find
ourselves in something good.

           I’ve witnessed firsthand how an act of generosity – not charity, but a
truly selfless gift of time, listening, or resources – can help a person feel
valued and gives them hope they will endure through a difficult time. I’ve
seen how expressions of empathy – not cliché statements – can make a
person feel they will get through a difficult personal or medical situation.
I’ve seen how just making a person feel seen for who they are – like using
that person’s preferred pronouns or smiling at someone as they walk down
the street - can help make a person get a glimpse of God’s Kingdom and
the truth that God really does love all people, no exceptions, like it says on
our church sign.

 I wonder if Jesus was also saying through these parables that God’s
Kingdom isn’t something we are responsible for creating on our own. That
God is at work through God’s presence. That is why we have to let go of
our need to count, control, and form something whether it is a ministry or a
liturgy or relationship to try to make it to conform to something so small we
miss seeing how God is at work in it. I believe God longs to work with us,
and sometimes we have to get ourselves out of the way and let God work.
This doesn’t mean, as critics suggest, that we step out completely and do
nothing. That’s not how collaboration works, nor is it what Jesus is
suggesting in the parables. We still have roles to play, contributions to
make, problems to engage, relationships to create, ideas to share,
adjustments to make. It is just that as we go about our ministries, our lives,
our work, our education, we can step back and make room for God to
enter into whatever we are involved in even if it is small. As Jesus reminds
us, God loves the small, perhaps because no one and nothing is too small
for God’s love and growth in our lives, in our church, in our community, in
the world.



Watch a video of the sermon.

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for the Standing Committee, John our Canon of the Ordinary,
and the search process for a new bishop, for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting
bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:   Belle, Bill S., Bud and Carol, Chris L.,
Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Linda Ahrens,
Robert Betz III, David Burton, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis
Davies, Dick Dean, Phyllis Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox,
Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth Holden, John Jefferson, Peter Kachenko and family,
Scott Kemball-Cook, Monya Monroe, Don Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert,
Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale Paul, Jean
Thomas, Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn,
Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, and we pray for all who care
for them. **

Birthday:  Curt Sherman (6/12)

For the Deceased:  Reverend Philip McNairy

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

https://youtu.be/TQp3qFSyCGE9


The music for this Sunday
is in celebration of the
Third Sunday after Pentecost:
June 13, 2021.

1. Fantasia in G J.S. - J. S. Bach

2. Fugue on G - Dietrich Buxtehude

Listening Links:

Hymn 209 We walk by faith

Hymn 711 Seek ye first

Hymn 610 Lord whose love through humble service

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal
churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services. http://diosohio.org/doing-
church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Announcements

Concert Series Returns

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/FantasiaInG(13jun2021)JSBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/FugueOnG(13jun2021)DBuxtehude.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HAEkKYwp1H0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XjRYtMHthw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jB0UdTROr5c
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/


The outdoor concert "Under the Elms" resumes June 9 and
continues June 16, 23, and 30. They commence at 7:00 p.m.;
bring a chair and/or a blanket and enjoy music from the Athens
Communiversity Band for free.

Standing Committee Nominates Bishop Wayne Smith as
Provisional Bishop Candidate

The Standing Committee of the Diocese of Southern Ohio announced that they have
nominated the Rt. Rev. Wayne Smith to serve as provisional bishop in Southern Ohio
beginning August 15. An act of the Diocesan Convention is required before Smith can
take office as the Ecclesiastical Authority of the diocese. The Standing Committee plans
to call for a special session of the 146th Convention on Saturday, July 17, 2021, for the
purpose of this action. The link below is the text of a letter sent June 8, 2021, to notify
the diocese of its decision.

Read more:

NOTICE OF SPECIAL SESSION OF THE
146th CONVENTION OF THE DIOCESE
OF SOUTHERN OHIO

Notice is hereby given that a Special Session of
the 146th Convention of the Diocese of Southern Ohio has been called by The Standing
Committee under Article VII of The Constitution of the Episcopal Church of Southern
Ohio and will be held via Zoom at 9 a.m. on Saturday, July 17, 2021.

The business to come before the Special Session is an action to name the Right Reverend
George Wayne Smith as Provisional Bishop of the Diocese of Southern Ohio effective
August 15, 2021. The Diocese of Southern Ohio is authorized to name Bishop Smith as
Provisional Bishop as an act of Convention pursuant to Title III, Canon 13, Section 1 of
The Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal Church. The Standing Committee of the
Diocese of Southern Ohio has consulted with Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and his
representatives regarding this action to name Bishop Smith as Provisional Bishop, as
required under Title III, Canon 13, Section 1. As Provisional Bishop, Bishop Smith would
be authorized to exercise all the duties and offices of the Bishop of the Diocese until a
permanent Bishop is elected and ordained.

Pursuant to The Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church of the Diocese of
Southern Ohio the delegates and alternates who were elected or appointed for the
Annual Convention held November 7, 2020, will serve as delegates and alternates for the
Special Session on July 17, however, each Parish may appoint substitute delegates and
alternates if the original delegates and alternates are not available to attend. In addition,

http://www.dsoconnections.org/2021/06/08/standing-committee-nominates-bishop-wayne-smith-as-provisional-bishop-candidate/


all canonically resident Clergy in the Diocese of Southern Ohio are eligible to attend this
Special Session.

For Parishes receiving this Notice, a list of the certified delegates to the 146th
Convention for your Parish will be sent by a separate email to all clergy and wardens. If
the individuals on the list are not able to attend the Special Session, please fill out a
Change of Delegate Form (found on the convention website, www.dsoconvention.org)
before July 10, 2021.

This Notice is being sent by the Secretary of the 146th Convention under Canon III of The
Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church of the Diocese of Southern Ohio.
June 10, 2021.

Yours Faithfully,

Ann Sabo
Secretary of the 146th Convention

Down Memory Lane

The Choir 35 years ago.

Found some newspaper
clippings, one from the

DSO Interchange magazine
and another from the
Athens Messenger.

Zoom in on the one
below for names.

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001AEn5Yv9NQpPfnBYX707Y5KowBv6rizFuip0UzAw_uDZtSB7oToG2sxegD4iuHE3GV8XexgzbUX3nN38XhjfTJ923_YP9-iD-xcnNKl61rlBILE3F6sUY1flZcZ_2CGjtAOSWHK9diDhx_EaE7BUExQ%3D%3D%26c%3D5UJ8PYnW7xocrA8KqbEyLn_X5mHLdutu23SHyL610O0g1-lVNkrSpw%3D%3D%26ch%3DFYmXzVTzfDSBGp0O48JoXGsNCyOWg4rUWKilkdNKrsMXKl4IcHVKlA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cfosterth%40ohio.edu%7C9cf80b7924e64daaf2ad08d92cfc1638%7Cf3308007477c4a70888934611817c55a%7C0%7C0%7C637590283500290051%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DtK%2B62mdfWQYt18ezy4VpQA8JdT9MYpqJQ%2Bsym7VFh4%3D&reserved=0


Quick Links
Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

Church Building and
Office Reminder

The Diocese recently updated its in consideration of
the relaxed CDC guidelines. For the near term this
still means no indoor services or regular church
office hours but we are on the way.

Link to the new DSO guidelines for returning to
in-person worship

- - - -
Office hours remain between 10:00 am and 12:00
pm, Monday through Thursday. Please call ahead
or knock. However, if at all possible please
correspond by email, phone, or regular mail. The
visiting and working about the church grounds is
encouraged, but the building (inside) remains
closed until further notice.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Updated-Guidelines_051921.pdf


Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

