
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost:

4 July 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world

Lessons

LESSONS for Sixth Sunday After Pentecost: 2 Samuel 5: 1-5, 9-10; Psalm 48; 2
Corinthians 12: 2-10; Mark 6: 1-13 https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our
neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our
whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

The Gospel
Mark 6:1-13

Jesus came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the
sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard
him were astounded. They said, “Where did this man get all this?
What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of

power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and
brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?”
And they took offense at him. Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor,
except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house.” And he
could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and
cured them. And he was amazed at their unbelief.

Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to

https://www.lectionarypage.net


send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered
them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their
belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, “Wherever you
enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and
they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a
testimony against them.” So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They
cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.

On A Mission of Hope

There is a cliché that says you can’t go home. That seems to fit today’s Gospel lesson
where Jesus went back to his hometown, disciples in tow, to preach and teach in his
hometown synagogue and the astonishment of the people who knew him quickly turned
to cynicism and rejection that left Jesus amazed. Which seems to prove the cliché.

           Since today is also the 4th of July, the line about Jesus’ amazement at how his
hometown turned on him reminds me of a movie where the protagonist is also from a
small, rural town that unexpectedly turned on him. In the classic Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington, newly appointed senator Jefferson Smith was as surprised to find himself in
the Senate as his small hometown Jackson City, Montana was proud to send him. Jeff,
marvelously portrayed by actor Jimmy Stewart, was an idealist who believed
wholeheartedly in the goodness America was founded on and could quote the founding
fathers to the boys he led in a boy scout type organization. His idealism was challenged
when after only a few days in our nation’s capital, the new senator found himself in the
middle of a scandal involving illegal actions and big business influencing public policy for
the profit of one man. However, reality slapping him in the face didn’t quell Jeff’s core
belief that America is capable of goodness. With the help of his secretary, they came up
with a way for Jeff Smith to use his seat as senator to tell the truth. But the political
machine – threatened by Jeff’s truth telling - spread propaganda through control of the
media and silenced people who spoke on his behalf. After twenty-three long hours of
speaking, Jeff Smith was presented with bushel baskets filled with notes and letters from
people from his hometown and his state asking him to stop. They didn’t believe him. Like
Jesus, he was amazed.

           At the point in the movie where it looks like the idealist has failed, the opposite
happens, and the cynic, the character who had lost hope in the ideals and beliefs in
America and had sold out to the political machine, has a change of heart. It’s a good
movie for the 4th of July because it lifts up the unique opportunities a democracy stands
for and can provide, how difficult it is to actually practice and live into, and how when we
acknowledge when we have failed to live into those tenants of democracy we can turn
around and do better.

           Similarly, today’s Gospel reading shows us a moment in Jesus’ ministry where he
wasn’t successful, at least in the way success tends to be defined. Jesus had preached
to a good size crowd, but most people rejected him. Like Jeff Smith, Jesus’ failure seems
to be due in part to the cynicism of the time. Cynicism is different from skepticism that
questions authority. Cynicism is the belief that people are only motivated by their own
selfish self-interest.

           In Jesus’ time there was a movement of preachers who went about espousing the



belief that the world had gone to hell in a handbasket and things were so bad the world
was beyond redemption. No matter what anyone did, nothing would ever get better; no
one could help others. The solution they preached for this sad situation was to ignore the
needs of the world and instead focus on self and doing whatever was necessary to make
life better for yourself. After dispensing this belief, the cynical preachers often asked for
donations and talked about how they were totally independent and self-reliant and didn’t
need anyone. They carried their possessions with them in bundles and went from town to
town preaching their message of independence and hopelessness.

           One of the reasons I suspect this cynical movement influenced Jesus’ rejection is
because of how he responded to that rejection. He didn’t keep talking to people who
were obviously not listening. He didn’t argue with them. He didn’t call them names or
question their loyalty. Instead, Jesus turned away from his hometown and changed his
method of sharing the good news of hope that the Kingdom of God was near, and
people needed to change their lives and live into God’s Kingdom values.

           He did this by sending his disciples out to preach and heal and cast out evil. In
other words, to demonstrate something vastly different from cynicism. That there is hope.
And hope is not found in selfishness, it is found in the love of God.

           Did you notice how Jesus sent his disciples into the world to do this? With nothing
but the clothes on their backs, the shoes on their feet and a walking stick. We need to
pay attention to these details because I believe they are significant and point to the
entire arch of salvation in the Bible.

           If you look up the number of times the term “walking stick” or staff is mentioned in
the Bible, you will discover it is mentioned well over fifty times and appears in the Books
Genesis through Revelation, from beginning to end. Today’s Gospel echoes that first
Passover meal the Israelites ate with their shoes on their feet and walking sticks in their
hands, signifying the land of Egypt that had oppressed them as slaves was not their
home and God was about to free them and lead them home to the promised land.
Perhaps you remember how Aaron threw his walking stick on the ground and it turned
into a snake that ate up the Egyptian magician’s snakes as a powerful symbol of his
authority coming from God. Or when Moses, whose staff had been transformed from a
shepherd’s crook, held up that staff or walking stick as a symbol of his authority as leader
coming from God.

           Jacob used his walking stick for support, and it is true walking sticks and canes
can help make walking less tiring. King David had a walking stick that gave him support
and symbolized his authority as king came from God and not from his accomplishments.
For the prophet Elijah, his walking stick was used to wave over people as a blessing, not
unlike the blessing of walking sticks, canes, and trekking poles we had last week.
Ezekiel’s vision included a walking stick used as a measuring stick. Throughout the Old
Testament we can find instructions warning those who wield walking sticks they were
intended to be tools of support and blessing and to not use them for acts of violence. In
fact, there were heavy penalties for beating someone with a walking stick. Even in the
last book of the Bible, Revelation, we see walking sticks used once again as measuring
devices for a new holy temple.

           Jesus sending his disciples out with a walking stick is powerfully symbolic and
points to the message of repentance they preach with their words and acts of healing
and dismissing evil. The walking stick identifies them as God’s messengers who are
preaching that despite the evil in the world, despite the selfishness and greed that tempts
people to look away from the needs of others, despite the greed that uses people to



benefit self, and the cruel ways we can discriminate and hurt each other, despite the
many ways people have turned from God, God still loves the world and everyone in it
and is redeeming the world. That is why Jesus came, and why Jesus preached the
Kingdom of God had come near through him.

           Being sent out without food and money meant the disciples would have to show
God’s Kingdom isn’t like a political machine that overpowers and manipulates; instead, it
starts small and humble, grows like a seed in the hearts, minds, and homes of people.
Being welcomed into other people’s homes meant the disciples needed to practice the
other side of hospitality by receiving it. That means they couldn’t control the situation,
only be open to how they might show God’s love wherever they were. The disciples were
on a mission to liberate people from the hopelessness of cynicism by showing them
God’s love present in their lives.

           Thousands of years later, the movement of cynicism is far from over. The words
of Mark’s Gospel and the movie Mr. Smith Goes to Washington are both as relevant
today as they were when they were written or made. It’s true there is a lot that is wrong
in the world, our institutions, communities, governments, schools, and churches. What
seems to define what is wrong has a lot to do with an individual’s personal opinions. This
can be discouraging and present the temptation to give up caring or reject hope as naïve
idealism. But that’s why God gives us walking sticks and other symbols of hope that no
matter what life throws at us, no matter what choices people make that end up hurting us
or our communities, God has not given up, God has not rejected us. God is present,
making God’s kingdom at home here.

      I am so very proud of how we adapted our ministries to meet the demands of the
pandemic, and the ways we have brought the liberating message of God’s love and hope
into the homes and hearts of people who hadn’t stepped foot in a church in years, maybe
never had. Putting sermons, TARDIS Talks, and other messages of hope on our church
YouTube channel has had a positive impact on the lives of people. We’ve received
comments from individuals from all walks of life sharing how those messages touched
them.

           In times like a pandemic, it can be tempting to become cynical because we can’t
do what we’ve always done. The desire and drive to get our way can be strong, even if it
means leaving others behind. Today’s Gospel is a good reminder that it isn’t always
about us, and there are new ways we can go out into the homes of others. Now our
walking sticks aren’t just canes, or trekking poles, they are computers and tablets and
smart phones. There is a lot we can learn from the ways we’ve been welcomed into
people’s hearts and homes. We can take these lessons to heart in how we imagine and
plan and continue to adapt our ministries to be God’s presence to a neighborhood that is
so much larger than we imagined. The cliché might be true that we can’t go back home,
we can’t go back to the past, but Jesus is still calling us to go forward with what tools we
have and tell people of God’s love. There is still a world in need of hope. And even if it is
not easy to imagine what this work and ministry might look like right now, it is still the
Holy Spirit work of hope, and it’s work I am excited to do with you.

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon.

https://youtu.be/zwDeeF7rFmg


Blessing for Independence Day :

Bless our beautiful land, O Lord, with its wonderful variety of people, of races, cultures,
and languages. May we be a nation of laughter and joy, of justice and reconciliation, of
peace and unity, of compassion, caring, and sharing. We pray this prayer for a true
patriotism, in the powerful name of Jesus our Lord. Amen.

(by Archbishop Desmond Tutu)

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for the Standing Committee, John our Canon of the Ordinary,
and the search process for a new bishop, for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting
bishops. We pray also for the special session of the 146th Convention.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Bill S., Bud and Carol, Chris L.,
Elena, Gloria R., Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Linda Ahrens,
David Burton, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis Davies, Dick
Dean, Phyllis Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault,
Mark Gilkey, Jennifer Hall, John Jefferson, Peter Kachenko and family, Scott Kemball-
Cook, Andrea Lee, Monya Monroe, Don Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert,
Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale Paul, Maria del
Mar Ravassa, Jean Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily
Woolsey, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, and we pray for all who care for them. **

Birthday:  Megan Reilly Shannon (7/4), Louise Fish (7/5), Ann Shelly (7/5)

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless



requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

The music for this Sunday, July 4, proper 9,
year B 2021:

Recorded Music:

Voluntary in D   William Selby (American, 1738-
1798)

Voluntary in A   William Selby  

Prelude on “Materna”  (O beautiful for spacious skies, Hymn 719)   Charles
Callahan (American, b. 1951) 

Prelude on “My Country ‘tis of Thee” (America – Hymn 717))  Wilbur Held (August
1914-March 1915) 

Listening Links:

O beautiful for spacious skies

Lord of all hopefulness (Hymn 482)

God of our fathers (hymn 718)

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal
churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services. http://diosohio.org/doing-
church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/VoluntaryInD(4jul2021)WSelby.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/VoluntaryInA(4jul2021)WSelby.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeMaterna719(4jul2021)CCallahan.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeMyCountry717(4jul2021)WHeld.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XlmtHUTZ-iU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-D_aT8CXyc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8V6VJLIC6M
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/


A beautiful morning, not so windy as last week.

This Easter Lilly was brought home from the Easter Service two years ago before
the pandemic. It is glad not to be forced to bloom for the Easter season and
allowed to return to its natural preference for the Independence day season.



Announcements

Quick Links
Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

Church Building and
Office Reminder

On June 16th 7he Diocese of Southern Ohio
updated guidelines its in consideration of the
relaxed CDC guidelines.

Link to the new DSO guidelines for
returning to in-person worship

- - - -
Office hours remain between 10:00 am and

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf


[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

12:00 pm, Monday through Thursday. Please
call ahead or knock. However, if at all possible
please correspond by email, phone, or regular
mail. The visiting and working about the church
grounds is encouraged, but the building (inside)
remains closed until further notice.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

