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This Upcoming Sunday
Tenth Sunday After Pentecost

August 1, 2021

10:30 a.m. Service (Order of Worship)
Holy Eucharist Rite II-C  
Outdoors front porch
Celebrant – The Rev. Deborah Woolsey
Lector – Alex Buckley
Prayer Leader – Allyn Reilly
Eucharistic Ministers -- Lynn Graham and
Sharon Huge
Altar Guild – Sharon Huge
LESSONS for Tenth Sunday After Pentecost: 2
Samuel 11: 26-12:13a; Psalm 51: 1-13;
Ephesians 4: 1-16; John 6: 24-35.
https://www.lectionarypage.net/

Olympic Prophet

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him
king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. John 6:15

With so much going on in last Sunday’s Gospel, it was easy to overlook this verse. It was
after Jesus fed five thousand people and explains Jesus’ response to the people wanting
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to make him king. We all know from our yearly observance of Good Friday that Jesus is
not the kind of king people expected. It can be like that with leaders, we can easily be
disappointed in them when they fail to live up to our projected expectations. One of the
things I love about Jesus is how he didn’t let the projections and expectations of others
deter him from being the kind of Savior we need. I was reminded of this line from
Sunday’s Gospel this week as I scanned the many headlines about the Olympics in
Tokyo. Especially when I read about US Gymnast Simone
Biles.                                                                                                                                                   
                                                             
Perhaps you remember the previous Olympics when this young woman who was born in
Columbus, Ohio won gold. Her story was told as a testament to diversity and
achievement through overcoming adversity by the press. After Simone and her three
siblings were in foster care because their mother could not care for them, Simone and
her siblings went to live with her grandparents in Spring, Texas, a suburb of Houston.
Later, she and a sister were adopted by her grandparents and her other siblings were
adopted by other relatives. Simone left public school to be homeschooled so she could
have more time to pursue her training. Eventually it became public knowledge that
Simone has struggled with ADHD (attention deficit hyperactivity disorder). In a statement
Biles said, “ADHD is nothing to be ashamed of and nothing that I’m afraid to let people
know.”

Throughout her career, Simone Biles has come a long way both as an athlete and
someone who works to destigmatize mental health issues. She entered the Olympics this
year carrying a heavy burden for Americans desperate to see in her performance a
greatness in America by winning gold again, the illusion that a global pandemic isn’t
happening, and other projected expectations. When she decided to step down from
competition because these expectations were interfering with her performance some
people responded by cheering her on while others are criticizing her.

People can be cruel when someone fails to live into expectations, especially when the
perceived failure points to a reality most folks don’t want to acknowledge. Before openly
celebrating or criticizing a fellow child of God we need to remember the words of Jesus,
“let the one without sin cast the first stone.” Perhaps it is enough to recognize there is
more to human beings that what they can do for us. Perhaps the best thing to do is show
compassion instead of trying to force someone into a role we want.

Perhaps Simone Biles isn’t the queen of gymnastics the public wants her to be. Maybe
she is something far more prophetic. A prophet is someone who sees what is really
going on and draws the public’s attention to this reality, especially when it’s an injustice.
Without meaning to hurt us, prophets can make us uncomfortable by making us look at
things we don’t really want to see: abuse, objectification, long term impact of pandemic
stress, how some people try to find power by attempting to exert control over the bodies,
minds, and souls of others in the name of entertainment, “Olympic spirit”, or service to
others. Prophets do this to help us remember our connection to each other, to God, and
to inspire change whereby we treat each other with dignity and respect. Simone is a
young woman who was born not far from Athens, which connects her to us as Ohioans.
Her decision to acknowledge there are some things we human beings cannot control,
not even with years of dedication and training, like living into other people’s expectations
by withdrawing from competition is not unlike the response Jesus made to a similar
situation and connects her to us spiritually, calls us to look at all people compassionately,
and proves that modern day prophets can and do appear in unexpected places, even the
Olympics.

Many Blessings,



Mother Deborah

“The Olympic Movement gives the world an ideal which reckons with the reality of life
and includes a possibility to guide this reality toward the great Olympic idea.” - Pierre de
Coubertin

CrossRoads Café Open
After Church on Sundays

Sunday, August 1 will be the first day CrossRoads Cafe
will return to serving delicious Deeper Roots Coffee after
the church service. To celebrate the occasion, brewed
coffee by the cup will be free (donations always welcome)
and we will have prepared bags of coffee for $15 a pound.

Eleanor will be serving hot, brewed coffee by cup. The
roast for Sunday is called "Summer Punch" a mix that
sparkles with notes of berries and fruit perfect for summer
time. In addition, Decaf will also be available; Sunday's
decaf is a delicious fresh roast from Honduras.

All Deeper Roots Coffee is freshly roasted and brewed for optimum flavor. As always,
purchasing Deeper Roots Coffee directly benefits the coffee farmers, harvesters, and
their local communities.  

The Landscaping Project Commences
.
For several years, the Junior Wardens (David, Dana, and Ted) have been seeking to
replace the grass on the sloped areas at the side and front of the church with
landscaping, due to the risk of injury to the parishioners on the mowing crew. The Vestry
approved a bid from a landscaping company (Lawnmasters and More) for the first part of
the process. This week, the company will begin removing the grass and installing weed
matting.  Once that is completed, rock and low growing juniper will be placed in those
areas. The cost of the initial stage of the project will be covered by funds from a legacy
gift to Good Shepherd from Patricia Grean and a generous anonymous donor. Stay
tuned for updates and an invitation to participate in this project. (Dana Carlson)

Editor's PS: Outside Sunday Worship should not be affected, still plenty of room.



Front Porch

The landscaping project has
uprooted the "Tree of Life" mask
project which has been
transplanted to the Sharing
Cabinet area for the time being.



This pickup area is now
multipurpose, folks can (1) obtain
free food/water, (2) take a free
mask, or (3) get Day By Day
booklet.

Here is a link to a DSO resource you might be
interested in checking out or subscribing.

Formation -- "The Formation Team has curated a unique mix of videos, courses, and
opportunities from across DSO and beyond for you to continue learning and growing in
your faith and building community in your parish!

To find more formation opportunities, please visit our website!"

Bishop Transition

Results of Diocesan-wide survey

(Scroll down a bit to "Results..." and click on vimeo video button in box.)

Bishop Transition -- from {e}Connections

The Rt. Rev. George Wayne Smith elected
Provisional Bishop

"The Rt. Rev. George Wayne Smith was elected as
Provisional Bishop of the Diocese of Southern Ohio
during a special session of the 146th convention (virtual)
on July 17, 2021.

Smith was placed in nomination for Provisional Bishop by the Standing Committee on
June 8, 2021, and the special session of the convention was called on June 10, 2021.
He was elected on the first ballot of both the lay and clergy orders.

https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/formation/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/formation/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/bishop-transition/


Bishop Smith will begin his duties as Provisional Bishop on August 15, 2021."

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation
—e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.–12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.
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