
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost:

25 July 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world

Lessons

LESSONS for Ninth Sunday After Pentecost: 2 Samuel 11: 1-15; Psalm 14; Ephesians 3:
14-21; John 6: 1-21. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is
holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we
may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

The Gospel
John 6:1-21

Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the
Sea of Tiberias. A large crowd kept following him, because they saw
the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain
and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival

of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him,
Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said this to
test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’
wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples,
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley
loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” Jesus said, “Make the
people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down,
about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks,
he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted.
When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so

https://www.lectionarypage.net


that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five
barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people
saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to
come into the world.”

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him
king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started
across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them.
The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about
three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and
they were terrified. But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they wanted to
take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they
were going.

Jesus and the Toilet Paper Shortage

Let’s think back and remember the early days
of the pandemic; when it was new and so was the
anxiety that accompanied it. Most of us had never
experienced anything like it before, even though this is
hardly the first pandemic humankind has had to live
through. Also, as we remember, we are doing so with

kindness, not judgmentalism. We are not going to be cruel to our past selves, just
observant.

           One of the things I remember from those early days of the pandemic is the
shortages, the things there were not enough of. While some of the things that
disappeared from store shelves could be substituted, others were essentials and their
scarcity just added stress to an already stressful situation. Especially the lack of toilet
paper. I can still see the empty aisle at Kroger. I remember well when the online
subscription of toilet paper delivery my husband and I had set up long before the
pandemic was suddenly discontinued. There just was no more toilet paper.

           Do you remember why there was no toilet paper? It wasn’t because there weren’t
enough factories producing it. It wasn’t because there were fewer trees being processed
for pulp. It wasn’t because there weren’t enough truck drivers to deliver toilet paper. It
wasn’t because of a shortage of workers to make, package and stock the toilet paper. In
reality there was plenty of toilet paper in our country for everyone. So, why were the
shelves bare?

           Theologian Walter Brueggemann has a Biblical answer to that question.
According to Brueggemann, people who have plenty often react to changes with anxiety
and fears of scarcity. In other words, one of the greatest fears people have in the face of
change is they are going to lose something or many things. This fear manifests in
behaviors of accumulation, control over resources by creating a monopoly, and even
violence. The uncertainty created by the pandemic caused fear and some people



responded by buying more toilet paper than they needed, even for a two-week
period. Think about the fights over the last package of toilet paper in stores that made
the news. And those who bought up toilet paper and then tried to sell it online for
ridiculous prices. Suddenly how well people were dealing with the pandemic was
evidenced by how much toilet paper they had. That’s how the greed of a few transformed
abundance into scarcity for all of us.

           Brueggemann calls this phenomenon “totalizing narratives”. One example from
the Bible of this kind of narrative is the story of the Exodus and how Pharoah kept the
Hebrew people enslaved by telling them life outside Egypt was one of scarcity and
desolation. They might not have much, but what little they did have was better than
nothing and what they had was due to the benevolence of Pharoah who had the
monopoly on resources. Remember the Hebrews were building storehouses, not
pyramids in the Exodus story. Throughout their journey in the wilderness, they learned
the narrative of Pharoah was a lie, there was plenty to share, and they learned to
recognize how God was with them.

           Similarly, in the Gospels we see the Roman Empire had the same narrative. They
had all the power, even over the Jewish religion. An example of this is Roman authorities
kept in their possession the vestments Jewish religious leaders wore during their sacred
ceremonies. Every year the High Priest had to formally ask the Roman governor to let
them use their own vestments, with the underlying threat that if they did or said anything
against Rome then they would be denied permission to hold their ceremonies by
withholding their vestments. 

           To understand totalizing narratives, think total control. Sadly, this narrative isn’t
only a thing of the past. Perhaps you can think of a modern example of an institution or
system that attempts to maintain control over people through scarcity, the fear of not
enough. That is why the narrative of the Gospel today where Jesus fed so many people
and everyone having enough is such a dangerous and important one; because it
dismantles and disproves the narratives of Rome, of Pharoah, and our modern totalizing
narratives that power only comes through total control of resources.

           The miracle called ‘the feeding of the five thousand’ is the only miracle recorded
by all four Gospel writers. Today we heard the author of John’s version, which is filled
with references to other stories from the Old Testament. These references should not be
glossed over or dismissed because they can help us understand what kind of miracle
this is and why it was remembered by all Gospel writers. Our modern 21st century bias
toward consumerism too often misinterprets this miracle as one of multiplication. In other
words, without meaning to, we probably think of Jesus as supersizing a child’s lunch of
five loaves as two fish into enough food to feed five thousand hungry people. But Jesus
was not the ancient equivalent of fast food nor a feeding program. Instead, I believe
through the miracle of feeding so many people, Jesus was challenging the lie of the
totalizing narrative.

           To see this a little more clearly, we need to look at the many references to the Old
Testament’s promises of salvation in today’s Gospel. First, we will start with why the
large crowd was there with Jesus. It wasn’t because they were physically hungry. It
wasn’t because they were looking for a show or free meal. John’s Gospel says it was
because they saw the signs Jesus had been doing for the sick. They saw Jesus was
healing people, which means he was restoring them to wholeness. This is a sign of who
Jesus is. He was not discarding the sick, as society tended and still tends to do. This is a
sign of God’s presence, and that is why the people showed up. Not because they were
hungry, but because they were lonely for God.



           We heard before they were fed, the people sat down on a grassy place. This is
intended to remind us of Psalm 24 where the Good Shepherd leads his follower to green
pastures and symbolized safe places where flocks would fear attack while they
grazed. We also heard the leftovers were important as they illustrated nothing was lost,
just as Jesus didn’t lose anything or anyone entrusted to his care. Both references are,
of course, Jesus as the Good Shepherd. 

The author of John’s Gospel wrote this miracle happened right around the yearly
observance of the Passover. This means we are meant to remember that specific time of
miracles was also a narrative of liberation, of breaking free from the oppression of the
totalizing narrative of slavery under Pharoah. It also reminds us of how during their forty-
year journey through the wilderness God was with God’s people and provided for them
by feeding them manna, the bread from heaven. Unique to John’s Gospel we see Jesus
distribute the bread and fish himself, which has some Eucharistic overtones. Jesus is
present in the bread, as he is present in the Eucharist, and Jesus is feeding the people
like God fed the people in the wilderness. It also points to the food itself not being only
the kind that fills bellies but is food from heaven, which makes this a sacramental meal.
The food came from a child who willingly gave all he had to Jesus to share. This detail
harkens to the prophecy of Isaiah’s Peaceable Kingdom where we read a little child shall
lead the way to that kingdom, one much different from the suffering and oppression too
many people are too familiar with.

These observations have led Biblical scholar Raymond Brown to notice the bread itself is
described in detail only in John’s Gospel as loaves of barely. Brown reminds us barely
was the bread of the poor in Jesus’ day and suggests this means the feeding of the 5000
was perhaps a Messianic Banquet for the poor; showing God identifies not with the
wealthy and powerful, but with the poor, and those who noticed the signs of God among
them.

While we modern readers of the Bible often interpret this story as a reason to offer
feeding programs, which are good and I am not speaking against them, I wonder if we
tend to forget there was something deeper going on. Something that might be more
difficult to hear or see because we can have trouble imaging an economy that isn’t about
greedily consuming all you can. 

There is a pragmatic theory some commentators have about this miracle that the way
people were able to eat their fill was because they all followed Jesus’ example and
began sharing whatever food they happened to have had with them. Indigenous people
like botanist and author Robin Wall Kimmerer refer to this as a gift economy, one based
on sharing without expectation of receiving in return for giving. And maybe that it is what
happened that day. We weren’t there, so we don’t know how it happened. But maybe
how so many people were filled as mystery points to what this miracle is about:
salvation. Throughout most of history and even today, it was and is a rarity for the
majority of people to eat their fill. I’m not talking overindulging like we Americans excel
at, I’m talking about eating enough to be satisfied, something we perhaps take for
granted. In a place and time where those in power held people back through the practice
of scarcity, where the wealthy few ate well and everyone else didn’t, the very idea of
having enough to be satisfied was a sign of God’s Kingdom and a powerful alternative
narrative to totality. 

Even today it is a radical notion because the miracle of Jesus is not a miracle of excess,
but abundance as a sign of salvation and God’s presence. Episcopal priest Alice Downs
describes abundance in her book about making bread called Leaven for Our Lives when



she wrote: “True abundance is not suffocating wealth or too many cookies in the cookie
jar. True abundance is having just enough and knowing it to be a blessing. Insisting on
getting and holding onto more than enough is greed, and greed is the enemy of
abundance. When we become convinced we don’t have enough, even the smallest
shortfall can make us lose our vision of heavenly Jerusalem ... and we become self-
absorbed and our compassion grows cold.”

To me, that sounds a lot like what happened to the toilet paper, the hand sanitizer, and
baking ingredients like flour and yeast in the first months of the pandemic. Too many
people panicked, got greedy and compassion grew cold. Because they didn’t know how
to look for Christ in their midst and made the mistake of believing buying and hoarding
would give them the security they were afraid of losing. 

Today’s Gospel gives us the reminder purchasing or consuming will not and cannot
rescue us from the pandemic, climate change, or any sin. Salvation isn’t found through
credit cards. Instead, salvation is found in the kind of miracle Jesus created and gave to
those seated on the good, green grass from what was given in faith and trust not
hoarded out of fear. Today’s Gospel reminds us we already have enough, there is an
abundance, there is plenty when we make room for each other and remember God is
with us. 

It is an important reminder because it can help us as we follow Jesus and help us
recognize this same miracle is still happening today. Like it is with our Tree of Giving
ministry, where an initial donation of 150 face masks has transformed into more than 600
masks given away during the pandemic. This isn’t a miracle of multiplication, it is a
miracle of God with us, it is one way we are showing our neighbors we are with them,
and God is with all of us through the pandemic, that we care because God cares. Now
we can use that same spirit of abundance as we look to adapting and restarting our other
ministries, to renew and recreate our space outside and inside to be safe places for
prayer and reflection and sharing while showing our neighbors that there is another
kingdom present right here and right now, a kingdom always dismantling those totalizing
narratives. The kingdom narrative based on abundance and love calling out to us all to
remember every person is not a cog in someone else’s wheel, we are beloved children of
God. That’s the Kingdom of God narrative reminding us God is here with us through
every change.    

   

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, A Sermon for Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 12 b,  
July 25, 2021              

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon.

https://youtu.be/Ihsr85MvZCY


Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Bill S., Bud and Carol, Chris L.,
Elena, Gloria R., Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Linda Ahrens,
Jeannet Barratt, David Burton, Danny Cain, Richard Carlson, Zelma Coleman, Lee
Kembell-Cook, Glinnis Davies, Dick Dean, Phyllis Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton,
Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Mark Gilkey, Jennifer Hall, Peter Kachenko and family,
Scott Kemball-Cook, Andrea Lee, Monya Monroe, Don Mosier and family, Julie Nehls,
Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale
Paul, Jean Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Woolsey, June
Wieman, Mildred Williams, and we pray for all who care for them. **

Anniversaries: Gregory Proctor and Elizabeth Sayrs (7/27), B.J. and Kate Cottrill (7/31)

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

The music for this Sunday, July 25,
proper 12, year B 2021:

Recorded Music:

Chorale Prelude on “O food to pilgrims given” (Hymn
309 – O Welt, ich muss dich lassen) Johannes Brahms

Chorale and Bicinium on “Before thy throne O God
we kneel” (Hymn 375 – Vater unser in himmelreich)
Georg Philip Telemann

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeFoodToPilgrims(25jul2021)JBrahms.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoraleAndBiciniumBeforeThyThrone(25jul2021)GPTelemann.mp3


Toccata for a joyful day. Emma Lou Diemer

Listening Links:

448 O love how deep, O love how high 

309 O food to pilgrims given 

305 Come risen Lord and deign to be our guest

Psalm 14 (BCP p. 598)

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal
churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services. http://diosohio.org/doing-
church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Beautiful Day for a Wedding

It was a joyful celebration for Melissa and Pamela and their dearly beloved family and
friends on Saturday. Thank you to Michael and Lynn for helping make everyone feel at
home.

Congratulations Melissa and Pamela! 

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ToccataForJoyfulDay(25jul2021)ELDiemer.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wMgjUwl_Oig
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JnlzQlyC1ZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USkPTqwZ-mE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8acOp3Ot5M
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/




Announcements

The Rt. Rev. George Wayne Smith was elected as Provisional Bishop of the
Diocese of Southern Ohio during a special session of the 146th convention
(virtual) on July 17, 2021. Smith was placed in nomination for Provisional
Bishop by the Standing Committee on June 8, 2021, and the special session of
the convention was called on June 10, 2021. He was elected on the first ballot
of both the lay and clergy orders.
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Office Reminder

On June 16th 7he Diocese of Southern Ohio
updated guidelines its in consideration of the
relaxed CDC guidelines.

Link to the new DSO guidelines for
returning to in-person worship

- - - -
Office hours remain between 10:00 am and
12:00 pm, Monday through Thursday. Please
call ahead or knock. However, if at all possible
please correspond by email, phone, or regular
mail. The visiting and working about the church
grounds is encouraged, but the building (inside)
remains closed until further notice.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/


 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

Monday through
Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.chogs.org/

