
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost:

11 July 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world

Lessons

LESSONS for Eighth Sunday After Pentecost: 2 Samuel 7: 1-14a; Psalm 89: 20-37;
Ephesians 2: 11-22; Mark 6: 30-34, 53-56. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and
our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us
those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot
ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Gospel
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had
done and taught. He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all
by yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming and going,
and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat

to a deserted place by themselves. Now many saw them going and recognized them,
and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. As he went
ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like
sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat.
When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, and rushed about that
whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And
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wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces,
and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it
were healed.

Truly Touched

Critics have labeled it a typical and simplistic “fish out of water” story but some of us who
aren’t so critical have a fondness for the movie Miss Congeniality. While it certainly won’t
leave you lost in deep thoughts or riled up in righteous indignation for days, it is a
touching tale of compassion that will make you laugh, and laughter can be healing. For
those of you who are not familiar with the movie, it’s the story of a female FBI agent
appropriately named Grace Hart who takes pride in her job and at the same time
struggles to bring empathy to an otherwise stereotypical hard boiled, male dominated
federal government crime solving department. When a serial bomber threatens a beauty
pageant, the agent the FBI chooses to send in undercover to the pageant is none other
agent Grace Hart. The humor in the movie comes from Agent Hart’s distain for beauty
pageants and all its trappings while being forced to be in one. Grace had worked hard to
get where she was in the FBI and things like evening gowns, high heeled shoes,
makeup, saying all she wants is “world peace”, and other beauty tropes were not part of
her life. With the help of the pageant staff and the FBI, Grace is outwardly transformed
into a dazzling beauty who can compete with the women representing their states for the
crown of Miss United States.

           Throughout the story, Grace is constantly in her own wilderness- she doesn’t
really belong in the pageant world and clearly doesn’t want to belong. Despite her
sarcastic comments, the contestants accept and welcome her. Eventually their
acceptance does something to Grace. When a red herring convinces the FBI to leave the
pageant early, Grace insists that is the wrong move and someone needs to stay behind
and protect the people involved in the pageant. When her request is denied, Grace turns
in her badge and stays behind on her own, a powerful display of her conviction and
willingness to come to harm in order to protect others.

           And, spoiler alert, Grace was right. She was able to save her friends and caught
the person responsible. Just when we think the movie is over, Grace is called to a
special final meeting of the pageant contestants where she discovered they had voted
her Miss Congeniality – the coolest, nicest girl at the pageant. The speech Grace gives is
my favorite of all the dialogue in the movie: “I never thought anything like this would
happen to me. I kind of hoped it wouldn’t. But now that is has, I just want to say that I’m
very honored, and moved, and truly touched.”

           From her speech it is clear that something inwardly and deeply transformative
happened while we were laughing at the humor in the movie. The pageant participants
were touched by Grace’s courage, persistence, and dedication to protect them. And
Grace was touched by their acceptance. It’s clear she no longer thinks less of these
beauty pageant contestants, she loves them. 

           That is why her name is so appropriate: Grace Hart. Her character embodies the
transformation of God’s grace in our lives through love. When Grace Hart said she was
truly touched, her experience was similar to what the author of Mark’s Gospel was
describing in the Gospel reading today.



           If you are familiar with Gospel of Mark, then you probably noticed there are two
events missing from our reading today. They happen to be two really big important
miracles of Jesus. So, we might wonder why the lectionary committee chose to omit
them from today’s section of Mark’s Gospel. Surely big important miracles like feeding
thousands and walking on water make for engaging and dramatic sermons, Bible
studies, and personal reflections. Or perhaps, such big miracles aren’t the only ways
Jesus exhibits the power of God. Perhaps those big important miracles can distract us
from the other ways, perhaps even more impactful ways, God’s grace is at work in the
world.

           To recognize it, we must look a little more closely at today’s Gospel: the bits
around the big miracles. They seem to point to Jesus’ relationship with the crowds of
people that recognized him and his disciples and were, at this point in the Gospel,
following them everywhere they went.

Today’s Gospel starts with the return of the disciples from their mission. Remember,
Jesus sent them out two by two with just the clothes on their backs, the shoes on their
feet and their walking sticks in their hands to go and teach about Jesus. Now they were
back and told Jesus where they had been, what they had seen, and what they taught.
Jesus responded by giving them the lesson to go to the wilderness and rest. We also
heard many people recognized them and went after them, so that a quiet get away
seemed impossible. There are lots of sermons and reflections about how important it is
to rest and how sometimes we need to switch plans and rest at other times inspired by
this reading, but today let’s pay attention to how Jesus reacted to the crowds at this point
in the Gospel.

           We heard he had compassion on them because they seemed lost and without a
leader. However, the term “sheep without a shepherd” is an Old Testament term that
indicated not an absence of a leader or ruler, but the suffering poor leadership can
cause. Poor leadership in the Old Testament was any leader who did not love people in
the same way God loves people. In the Old Testament there are stories of God calling
leaders like Moses and David (both of whom worked as shepherds before fulfilling their
callings). Even though they are remembered as Israel’s greatest leaders, they didn’t
always do the right thing, they made mistakes, but God responded by forgiving them
because God loves them. And they were contrite after their mistakes and changed their
ways and tried to reflect God’s love and grace, even when the people they were leading
didn’t make it easy for them. People can tell the difference between leaders making
mistakes and leaders not caring for their welfare. When the people observed their
leaders’ actions showed they cared more about collecting taxes and forcing conformity,
or fearing they would lose power or influence, the people also noticed individuals,
families, and communities suffered physically, spiritually, and economically. This is what
sheep without a shepherd meant: it didn’t mean there wasn’t leadership, it meant there
wasn’t caring, empathetic leadership.

           Which is what Jesus seemed to have observed in today’s Gospel. Jesus
responded to his observation with compassion. Compassion is a word that means “to
suffer with”, and in the New Testament is a word that means to feel that suffering deep in
one’s gut. In other words, Jesus did not feel pity for the people in the crowd. He didn’t
feel sorry for them. He most likely felt something better described as disturbed, perhaps
offended. We could say Jesus was deeply touched by the suffering of the crowd.

           Touch features prominently in the last part of today’s Gospel reading where
people were bringing the sick to Jesus wherever he went in the belief that Jesus would



heal them if he touched them or if they could touch the hem of his clothing. We read that
all who he touched were healed.

           Being touched seems to be a theme in today’s Gospel. Just like in the movie Miss
Congeniality, this type of touch is not physical nor insignificant. It is an embodiment of
God’s love at work in the world. The word translated touch in today’s Gospel does not
mean physical contact. It means to influence, transform, alter.

           And if we step back for a moment and reflect there is something marvelous in
these two bits of Mark’s Gospel that we might have missed if they hadn’t been brought
together for us. We might have missed the relationship of grace Jesus has with people
and the people with Jesus. They both touched each other, they both influenced each
other.

           That might be even more vital to understanding who Jesus is and who God is
than the miracles of feeding thousands and walking on water. Because this shows us
God is not impervious, cold, nor immovable. God is touched by our suffering. So often I
hear people curse and blame God for suffering but rarely is there anything to
substantiate that in scriptures. Not when we look at seemingly insignificant parts of
scripture like our Gospel reading today, which suggests God observes the ways we hurt
one another. And God responds with something deeper than pity or disappointment. God
responds the same way Jesus did: feeling something we might describe as offense or
being disturbed that the author of the Gospel summed up in the word compassion.
Through Jesus, God suffers all the injustices and humiliations with those who suffer.
Which also means, by the way, God observes and is touched by our joys.

           This is the God Jesus embodies, the God who is not so much the cold, hard
boiled power of governments like the ancient Roman Empire but is the God of
overflowing love.

           Today’s Gospel also shows us how God’s Kingdom is planted and grows here on
earth. When we are vulnerable enough to be touched by and to touch others, not
physically, but the way the fictional character Grace Hart was, something deeply
transformative that looks like God’s Kingdom can happen. Once she lowered her
defenses, Grace saw through the superficial to the hearts and souls of the women in the
pageant and they saw her. Grace wasn’t a beauty queen, but she didn’t have to be to
love them and for them to love her.

           That’s what God’s love can do. It can show us the best and worst in the world and
each other and it can help us see life lived in one another shoes, as it were. This is
empathy. It is a form of grace. And it has the capability to breach or bridge divisions.

           We don’t need to be reminded of how naive or silly it might sound to say, like the
beauty pageant contestants, that they want world peace when we are achingly familiar
with the divisions in our community, country, families, and the world. Sometimes I
wonder if we mistake differences for division – like Grace Hart did with beauty pageant
contestants. Sometimes I wonder if we look at differences like age or gender or gender
identity or race or physical or mental condition or education or economic status or
political affiliation through the lens of fear which can lead to distain and division. That is
the opposite of what today’s Gospel is about, and why we need reminders of what God’s
love is capable of.

           While it is true that as individuals and even as a parish, we can’t change the world
through big miracles to make it look like and behave like what we want it to, we can



practice the love of God in Christ we have been touched by.

We can listen. We can observe. We can share with others. It’s not easy. And we could be
rejected. But we could be part of the deeply transformative stuff of God’s Kingdom here
on earth. Or as fans of Miss Congeniality might say it: how else can we hope for world
peace? 

A video is not available this week.

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for the Standing Committee, John our Canon of the Ordinary,
and the search process for a new bishop, for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting
bishops and for Wayne elected as Provisional Bishop on Saturday.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Bill S., Bud and Carol, Chris L.,
Elena, Gloria R., Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Linda Ahrens,
Jeannet Barratt, Alex Buckley, David Burton, Danny Cain, Richard Carlson, Zelma
Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis Davies, Dick Dean, Phyllis Dean, Caryl Docherty,
Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Mark Gilkey, Jennifer Hall, Peter
Kachenko and family, Scott Kemball-Cook, Andrea Lee, Monya Monroe, Don Mosier and
family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family,
Jane Patton, Dale Paul, Jean Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family,
Emily Woolsey, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, and we pray for all who care for them. **

Anniversaries: Brian and Pam Rollins (7/24)

Special Prayers  for the upcoming Marriage of Pamela Lawson and Melissa Messinger
(7/24)



** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

The music for this Sunday, July 18,
proper 11, year B 2021:

Recorded Music:

Mass for the Convents Francois Couperin (French,
1588-1733)

These short pieces were meant to be performed with the
chanting of verses of the Gloria of the Mass. In this
Organ Mass there are also short organ verses for each
section of the Kyrie, Sanctus and Agnus Dei.

Titles of each section refer to specific organ sounds (registration)
  1st. couplet: Full Organ
  2nd couplet : Fugue using the trompette stop
  3rd couplet:  Duo sur les Tierces
  4th couplet: Basse de Trompette (melody in the bass using the trompette stop)
  6th couplet:  Dialogue sur la Voix humaine
  8th couplet:  Recit de Tierce
  9th and last couplet: Dialogue on the full organ.

Listening Links:

The church’s one foundation (Hymn 525)

Come thou O Prince of Peace (Wonder, Love and Praise 795)

In Christ there is no east or west (Hymn 529) Note: There is one extra verse and a
slightly different translation.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/MassForConvents(18jul2021)FCouperin.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_sk13Q6zGQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vPF9nDMt8UM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xpHiir53jfc


Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal
churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services. http://diosohio.org/doing-
church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Being somewhat protected from the campus resident deer the wall garden is flourishing.

Announcements

The Rt. Rev. George Wayne Smith was elected as Provisional Bishop of the
Diocese of Southern Ohio during a special session of the 146th convention
(virtual) on July 17, 2021. Smith was placed in nomination for Provisional
Bishop by the Standing Committee on June 8, 2021, and the special session of

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/


the convention was called on June 10, 2021. He was elected on the first ballot
of both the lay and clergy orders.
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Church Building and
Office Reminder

On June 16th 7he Diocese of Southern Ohio
updated guidelines its in consideration of the
relaxed CDC guidelines.

Link to the new DSO guidelines for
returning to in-person worship

- - - -
Office hours remain between 10:00 am and
12:00 pm, Monday through Thursday. Please
call ahead or knock. However, if at all possible
please correspond by email, phone, or regular
mail. The visiting and working about the church
grounds is encouraged, but the building (inside)
remains closed until further notice.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg


NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

