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The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio

Church Building and Office Reminder 

Given the likelihood of Severe Exposure and Spread
the Diocese has revised its guidelines so that the
PURPLE level now will apply to both the purple and
red levels.  This means no indoor services nor
regular church office hours for the time being. 
Someone might in the office between 10:00 am -
12:00 pm, Monday through Thursday.  Please call
ahead or knock.  However if at all possible please
correspond by email, phone, or regular mail.  The
building (inside) remains closed until further notice.

Follow this link and browse for the most recent
COVID-19 Update from the Ohio Department of
Health (updated at 2:00 pm every day).

A Revealing Scene

If you look up the definition of the word Epiphany
the first definition is a principle feast on January 6
in the Church where Christ was manifested to the
magi in Matthew's Gospel.  Other definitions circle
around the word manifested, or refer to receiving
insight. However there is another definition for an
epiphany: that is a revealing scene or moment. 
This year on Wednesday January 6, we found
ourselves living into all the definitions of epiphany
at once.  On the day we celebrated the
manifestation of Christ to the magi, we also
witnessed a violent mob force their way into Capitol
Hill with the expressed intent to disrupt, prohibit,
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and stop legislatures from doing their duty simply
because they did not like the outcome of the recent
election and have come to believe the results of the
election are fraudulent.  The results of their actions
was harm: they not only caused harm to the
building and offices, there was harm to people and
loss of life. Despite their disruption, however,
business resumed after the mob was removed from
Capitol Hill, proving anger and violence cannot
destroy our country's democratic system.
 
Not everyone was shocked or surprised by the
events of January 6, 2021.  My surprise is that
something like this didn't happen sooner.  As
painful, shameful, 

and disturbing as the insurgence is, it is an epiphany- a revealing
scene and moment.  It might be challenging to look past our
emotional response to the day, but if we can, we might see and learn
from what was revealed and let those revelations guide us toward the
healing our country and our lives are in desperate need of.
 
One of the reminders we needed revealed is words matter.  I am not
surprised to see such violence because of all the violent rhetoric I see
all the time on social media.  Don't get me wrong, I'm not giving the
president a pass on encouraging and inciting violence on the United
States government.  Far from it.  Words matter.  How words are
spoken matter.  And the President and all leaders should be held
accountable for what they say, the actions taken because of their
words, and the harm they cause.  And so should each one of us. 
Every time someone shares a meme on social media that insinuates
violence, lies, or dehumanizes someone or a group of people (even if it
is under the guise of humor) that is feeding the monsters of
ignorance, arrogance, and only further divides and harms
relationships.  We all need to think before we send that email, share
that post, or put our snarky opinion in public domain.
 
Another revealing is how dangerous it can be when politics starts to
take the place of religion.  Politicians are human beings, and
government is a system.  Like all human institutions, it has it's flaws.
Like all human institutions, it can do good and harm.  We do our
elected officials and government itself a disservice when we confuse
politics with religion.  I'm not saying politicians can't be religiously
informed, or religious people shouldn't participate in politics.  I'm
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condemning making a savior out of presidents, judges, senators, or
representatives.  I'm condemning religion using government to make
itself prestigious and powerful.  I'm condemning one of the oldest and
most tiring of sins: making Jesus in our image instead of seeing Christ
in each other.  Contrary to what many memes on Facebook tell you,
Jesus wasn't a political radical.  He never stormed the Roman
government demanding change in their politics. Instead Jesus cleared
out the temple because he was a religious radical.
 
Despite what has been called a dark day for America, I came away
from it with renewed hope in the democratic process, which held
despite the threat of violence.  Our lawmakers returned to work, some
with a renewed sense of purpose, and performed their duty.  That is
an important revelation during a time when we seem to focus on the
"cracks" and flaws of so many of our institutions (church, education,
government, etc.).  Some times it can be easy to be so overwhelmed
by the problems it feels easier to walk away from the institution, but
Wednesday we witnessed how our institutions, as flawed as they are,
can still work when we all respect each other and work together. 
When we value the greater whole over political party and individual
power, our institutions can still function as they were intended.  We
must not ever take them or their processes for granted, even when
they aren't entertaining.
 
The Church is now in the Season of Epiphany, the time between
Christmas and Lent.  It's a time the Church gives us to reflect on how
Christ manifests himself/makes himself known/reveals himself to us. 
It is also a time the Church reminds us, as followers of Jesus, to
manifest Jesus to the world.  Perhaps we can be inspired to not take
this responsibility for granted, to let Wednesday's events and reactions
to those events, show us how important how we listen is, how vitally
connected our words and our actions are, how they influence others,
and how our participation can make a difference.  I pray this season of
revelations inspires all of us to shine the Love of God in Christ by
renewing our commitment to love God and love our neighbors -
especially those who are different - and to follow the Way of Love; to
Turn, Learn, Pray, Worship, Bless, Go, Rest.  All the ways to shine the
light of God's healing love to the world.
 
Epiphany Blessings,
Mother Deborah
 
 
Almighty God, who made known the Incarnation of thy Word by a star
of stunning brilliance, which the wise men followed until they came to
worship and offer their treasures before the infant Lord resting in his
mother's arms; grant that the star of thy righteousness may always
appear in our hearts to lead us and to inspire us to offer the treasure
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of our praise and the worship of our lives that reflect thy goodness;
through him whose birth among us is our hope.  Amen.
                                                   From St. Augustine's Prayer Book

From Bishop Price -- Action to Prayer

Also regarding the events of January 6, Bishop Price published in
e-Connections, January 7, 2021 -- A Word to the Diocese:
Putting action to prayer.   
 

Annual Reports

ATTENTION WARDENS AND MINISTRY
LEADERS 

Reports for the Annual Meeting are due
Monday, January 25. 

Please email your report to Barb at
[email protected]

Thank you so much for submitting your report! 

Last year's Annual Reports are HERE.

Have you turned in your pledge card???

It's easy to have forgotten this year with the pandemic
disrupting our lives, and then adding to it the hustle and
bustle of preparations for a strange Christmas.

We need your pledges so that a budget can be prepared
before mid-January.  If you need a pledge card, we can
get one to you. 

Thanks,

Allyn Reilly, Treasurer
David Burton, Sr Warden

Annual Meeting Sunday January 31, 11:30 am

http://www.dsoconnections.org/2021/01/07/a-word-to-the-diocese-putting-action-to-prayer/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/2021/01/07/a-word-to-the-diocese-putting-action-to-prayer/
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/AnnualMeeting2020(2019ReportsBooklet).pdf
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The Annual Meeting of Church of the Good
Shepherd will be Sunday, January 31,
2021  

Obviously because of the pandemic, the current
COVID safety level in Athens County, and per the
Diocesan COVID guidelines, this year's annual

meeting cannot take place in person.  Although we will all miss being
together for a potluck as we have in the past, thanks to technology we
can still hold our meeting via video conference.

Look for the special church email with all the information and link to
join the meeting via your computer, phone, or digital device.

Please join us for our annual meeting.  Despite the different format, it
is still the same opportunity to learn about the current ministries, vote
for wardens, vestry and delegates and alternative delegates for
Diocesan Convention, and accept the vestry approved Budget for the
year.

Vote to Amend the By-Laws January 31, 11:30 am
  
At last year's Annual Meeting the Vestry proposed a change to the By-
laws to change the number of incoming vestry members from 3 to 2. 
Nothing else, including the term length changes.  The reason given for
the change was changes in the parish may be unable to continually
support 3 new vestry members a year.  According to the by-laws,
opportunity needed to be given to discuss this change.  Due to the
pandemic, we were unable to hold in-person meetings.  We offered a
public on- line meeting December 17 at 6:30 pm for parishioners to
discuss this change, however no one participated.  We also invited
parishioners to contact the rector or senior warden with questions.
Only one person responded.  Therefore, we will move forward and vote
on the proposed by-law change at the 2021 Annual Meeting.  The vote
will take place during the Nomination Committee Report.

Details can be found in last year's Annual Report.

 Photographs -- for the archives

Below are two photos if someone could provide specific 
information on the people and date.  Obviously a Christmas
pageant, probably rushing the season a bit to accommodate
Bishop Black's visitation (note the advent candles in the

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/AnnualMeeting2020(2019ReportsBooklet).pdf
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baptismal font).
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Contacts, Office Hours, & More

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at [email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:  
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  Please Knock.

The building is not open to the public all other hours.
The parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-593-
6877 or [email protected]).

 

 
  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
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740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#b1c3d4c7d5d4d3c6dededdc2d4c8f1d6dcd0d8dd9fd2dedc
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#a6c2d4c7c4c3ccc79694e6dfc7cec9c988c5c9cb
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#284a495a4a495a49684b40474f5b06475a4f
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#22414a4d455162414a4d45510c4d5045
http://www.chogs.org/

	constantcontact.com
	Good Shepherd E-News, 8 January 2021


	c2LWE1YjctN2JlNGQyMWRjMWU4AA==: 
	form2: 
	submit: 




