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2nd Sunday in Christmas Season
In the Church we say that Christmas is such a big celebration, we
can't keep it in only one day.  The Church Year gives us not one but
twelve days to celebrate the Mystery of the Incarnation.  The Twelve
Days of Christmas begin on December 25 and last until the Feast of
the Epiphany on January 6.  Depending on what day of the week
Christmas Day falls, there may be one or two Sundays in the
Christmas Season.  This year there are two Sundays and today we can
continue our reflection on the Mystery of the Incarnation.     
 

LESSONS for the Second Sunday after Christmas - Jeremiah 31:
7-14; Psalm 84; Ephesians 1: 3-6, 15-19a; Luke 2: 41-52.               
   http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

http://http/
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The Collect 
  

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored,
the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life
of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus
Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.
 

The Gospel 
Luke 2:41-52

The parents of Jesus went
to Jerusalem every year for
the festival of the Passover.
And when he was twelve
years old, they went up as
usual for the festival. When
the festival was ended and
they started to return, the
boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem, but his parents
did not know it. Assuming
that he was in the group of
travelers, they went a day's
journey. Then they started
to look for him among their
relatives and friends. When
they did not find him, they
returned to Jerusalem to
search for him. After three
days they found him in the
temple, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them
and asking them questions.

And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his
mother said to him, "Child, why have you treated us like this? Look,
your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety." He
said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that
I must be in my Father's house?" But they did not understand what he
said to them. Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth,
and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in
her heart.

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human
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favor.

What Jesus Learned

   I'm sure every parent has a memory of
when an attempt to discipline their child
took an unexpected turn. Perhaps some of
us share such a memory with our parents,
but from the child's point of view. I have
one like that from the day I learned my full
name.
 
   As I remember it, I must have been
about two years old, I was playing quite
contentedly when I heard my mom start
yelling in another part of the house. I was
old enough to understand she was upset
about something and was yelling for
someone named Deborah Jean Woolsey. I
can distinctly remember thinking to myself, "I don't know who that is,
but whoever she is, she's in trouble." That's when my mom came into
the room where I was playing and said something that surprised me:
"What are you doing in here? Didn't you hear me calling for you?"
 
   Without missing a beat, I calmly replied to my mother, "My name is
Debbie, you were calling for someone named Deborah Jean Woolsey."
 
   "That's you," my astonished mother replied, "Don't you know your
own name?"
 
   Again, with great calm I replied, "How can I know that is supposed
to be my name when you always call me 'Debbie'?"
 
   At that point, my mom started laughing and I don't remember what
she had been upset about, or if it even mattered at that moment,
because to be fair, I had made a valid point.
 
   Perhaps there are other parents who can relate to dealing with a
precocious child. As a memory, it's pretty humorous, but at the time
I'm sure it must have been exasperating for my mom. It's therefore
somewhat comforting to see in today's Gospel lesson from Luke that
Mary and Joseph suffered similar and very human struggles raising the
child Jesus.
 
   The story of twelve-year-old Jesus being lost and found in Luke's
Gospel is one of my favorites because it answers a lot of questions or
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wonderments about what the Son of God was like between his birth
and the start of his public ministry. From the story it looks like this
was a time Jesus learned a lot about being human, like all of us are
continually learning. It also seems to be when he learned what it
means to be the Love of God incarnate, in human flesh. It's a very
incarnational story, which is why it shows up on the Second Sunday in
the Christmas Season. Christmas is the twelve days the Church gives
us to not only celebrate the birth of Jesus, but to reflect on and dwell
in the Mystery of the Incarnation, of the Word made flesh living
among us.
 
   Scholars like to remind us this story is also a foreshadowing of what
to expect later in the Gospel; of a future time Jesus will go to
Jerusalem, have some difficult conversations with religious leaders,
and those who love him will suffer great anxiety over losing him for
three days, when he will be raised from the dead and found going
about his Father's work of bringing new life, resurrection life into this
tired old world. Scholars also like to remind us this story reveals that
Jesus was raised by religiously devout parents who obediently
observed religious rituals and was as religiously obedient himself.
Jesus didn't just show precocious intelligence, he showed up for the
times of prayer, fasting, and celebration. This is important to
remember later, but for now it's important for us to see Jesus learned
obedience from his parents.
 
   We read in today's Gospel Mary and Joseph were not just anxious,
but relieved and angry when they finally found their lost child and it
appeared he had deliberately disobeyed them by staying behind when
the rest of his family had packed up and returned home. You don't
need much imagination to hear the emotion in Mary's words to Jesus.
I imagine she probably sounded a lot like my own mother when she
yelled at me.
 
   Renowned Biblical scholar Raymond Brown imagines Mary and
Joseph weren't the only ones upset and disappointed that day. He
observes Jesus' response to Mary's scolding was a sad one because
she and Joseph failed to understand who he really was. Perhaps he's
right. Most children go through phases where they feel their parents
don't understand them. But I prefer the interpretation of another of
my favorite theologians, my mother, who struggled to raise her own
precocious children, deals with her precocious grandchild and brings
that unique perspective to this scripture passage that Mary didn't
disappoint Jesus that day. Instead, she taught him a vital lesson that
being the Son of God involves humble obedience instead of "smart
aleck" wisecracks.
 
 
   That Mary speaks on behalf of both her and Joseph is a significant
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detail because it shows a break from the patriarchal norms of the day.
This would be a surprise and points to not just her emotions, but the
significance of what is going on. Jesus seemed to take the attitude he
didn't do anything wrong, that being God's Son somehow implies he
can do no wrong and he decides when he is obedient to his family or
to God, or does whatever he wants. Mary's sharp words, which my
mom sometimes wonders were accompanied by a vigorous embrace,
seems to shake things up, and ultimately points to Jesus being both
human and divine, and that combination is a responsibility of
obedience, not immature whim fulfillment.
 
   In other words, the child Jesus still needed to learn about discerning
and listening to and following the will of God. And who better to teach
him than two human beings who both said yes to God when God
asked them to be part of the mysterious miracle that is Jesus' birth.
That is why we also read in today's Gospel after this incident Jesus
returned home with his parents and was obedient and didn't cause
them so much anxiety again. And through his obedience grew in
wisdom, both in his humanity and divinity.
 
   I believe this is a vital lesson for all of us during these particular
times when we continue to face a pandemic that at the moment
doesn't seem to be getting any better as daily new cases are on the
rise. However, despite data like that, I observe so many people who
profess they don't need to obey the rules and mandates like wearing
face masks and maintaining six feet social distance in public or
keeping celebrations small or abstaining from attending large public
gatherings, which all intend to slow the spread of the virus because
they are Christians and God will protect them from the virus. Or even
worse, some Christians are angered by the regulations and claim such
regulations are persecutions against churches and it is therefore an
act of defiant courage to refuse to follow them.
 
   Today's Gospel reveals this attitude is not courageous nor is it an
expression of faith but is a misguided form of selfishness. As our
Presiding Bishop, the Most Rev. Michael Curry reminds us in his
sermons and writings, selfishness is the opposite of love. Love,
especially the Love of God in Jesus Christ is a love that heals instead
of harms, feeds instead of deprives, forgives instead of taking
revenge. It's a love for God and our neighbors expressed in what we
are willing to sacrifice for each other. That is what obedience to God,
what following Jesus looks like. Which means rules, regulations, and
mandates intended to care for others are as much a part of being
obedient to God as prayer and attending worship services.
 
   Even as an adult, we never see Jesus in any of the Gospels depicted
as someone who sees himself as being exempt from following the
religious or legal rules. He followed them, and the times it appeared
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he broke rules like working on the sabbath he didn't do anything to
fulfill any self-interest, but to heal someone, to restore them to
wholeness and wellness.
 
   I know this pandemic feels like it is going on and on, that even a
vaccine isn't making things go back to the way they were before. I
know it's exhausting. I know it meant a very different Christmas and
New Year's Eve celebrations for many of us. This was the very first
Christmas Eve in my life where I didn't attend a church service in
person, it was all recorded a head of time. And as grateful as I am for
technology, it still felt sad. But the truth is I would have felt much
worse if I had broken the rules, held a large in person Christmas Eve
service with singing and later learned folks who attended got sick, had
to be hospitalized or died.
 
   The truth is, as much as some folks dislike the word obedience,
there is value in it. Of course I'm not endorsing blind obedience to an
abusive partner, boss, or anything like that. I'm talking about
obedience to those who care for us and to God. By now, you all
probably know I recently had my left hip replaced. Recovery from such
a major operation requires obedience to my surgeon's and physical
therapists' rules and guidelines. I have to go to physical therapy twice
a week, I have to do daily exercises at home, I have to be careful how
I move - I can't bend at a certain angle or stay stationary too long.
And I have to rest, which is one of my struggles. These rules aren't
meant to oppress me, or punish me. The opposite is true, they are
intended to help me heal so I can have a better quality of life than I
did with severe osteoarthritis. The same is true for the COVID
guidelines; they are intended to keep the virus from spreading
uncontrollably and causing harm to individuals, stress to hospitals,
and could prevent grieving the death of loved ones. Following both my
recovery guidelines and the COVID guidelines also show obedience to
God, because they are a form of practicing love for each other, which
is another way of loving God.
 
   Following Jesus requires obedience, just as Jesus himself was
obedient. It's perhaps comforting that Jesus learned obedience to God
isn't a form of oppression or punishment, nor it is a pass to ignore the
rules of society, it is another way to show God's love on earth. As
followers of Jesus part of our calling is to incarnate Christ to the
world, even a world in the midst of a pandemic. This looks like the
many creative ways we respond to the challenges of the times, some
of which have led to deeper connections to each other, like how this
sermon - thanks to being prerecorded and shared via You Tube, is
being watched by not only parishioners in my parish where I serve as
rector, but the parish where I grew up and was raised to the
priesthood. There are other ways we all can make known to a weary
world the hopeful, healing love of God in Christ. As we start a new
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calendar year and find the challenges of the pandemic are still very
much with us, maybe we all can endeavor to let that healing, holy,
hopeful love of God shine through all that we do and say, and even in
what we are willing to abstain from, and to wait for, so that through
our obedience to God, we show others the way to God's Love. That's
what this weary world needs more than anything.
 
   Please remember you are deeply loved by God. That I love you. God
is right here with us, and together we will make it through to a new
and better time.
 

 

  

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's sermon.
 

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East. We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering
from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We
pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor, the Supreme
Court, and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for the Standing Committee, John our Canon
of the Ordinary, and the search process for a new bishop, for Kenneth,
Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for
our rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the
Rev. Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David
McCoy, and for our ministry to students, the university, and the
community.  We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in
Mérida, Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Bill S., Chris
L., Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Ted and Andrea, Winkie, Bill,
Annie and Kathleen, David Bell, Robert Betz III, Louise Burton, Danny
Cain, Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben
Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth Holden, John
Jefferson, Scott Kemball-Cook, John Knouse, Nada Lulic, David
Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Andrea

https://youtu.be/Ti58fFYB1TA
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Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Donald
and June Oney and family, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Flo Roach, 
Jan Robison, Mary Anne Swardson and family,, Laura Unger, Michael
Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi White,
Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane, and
we pray for all who care for them.  * 

Anniversary:  Rev. Deborah Woolsey and Michael Luelloff (1/7)

Birthdays:  Elizabeth Sayrs (1/4), Bob Shelly (1/5), Sophia
Karageorge (1/7), Julie Spero (1/7), Carey Busch (1/8), Tyrone Carr
(1/8)

For the deceased:  Roberta (Bobbie) Holzer, Elizabeth (Libby) Wolfe

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
not a printed Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or [email protected].

  
Service Music *

 for Sunday, January 3, 2121

Music Recorded:

1.  The First Nowell   Alec
Wytow

2.  O sleep now Holy baby 
(a la ru ru)   Karl Osterland

3.  There's a Star in the
east on Christmas morn 
 Karl Oserland

4.  Joy To The World 
 Wilbur Held

Hymns: 

Hymnal 109 - The First Noel 

Hymnal 113 - O sleep now Holy Baby

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#a3c4d1c2cbc2cececcd4c6d1dae3c2cccf8dc0ccce
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/FirstNowell(3jan2021)AWytow.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/OhSleepNowHolyBaby(3jan2021)KOsterland.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ThereIsStarInEast(3jan2021)KOsterland.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ThereIsStarInEast(3jan2021)KOsterland.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/JoyToWorld(3jan2021)WHeld.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVfUGWAJtGI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HtyqwtvIdTc
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Hymnal 83 - O come all ye faithful

* Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-
LICENSE. License #A-708852.  All rights reserved.

Come to the Stable
   We've put up an
outdoor nativity set in
the front yard of the
church and invite you
to stop by and walk
through it as a form of
Christmas prayer and
meditation. The
figures of Joseph,
Mary, and Jesus in the
manger are outlines
designed to help the
focus be less on what
they may have looked
like and more about
how they are part of
the Mystery of the
Incarnation, of the
Word made Flesh dwelling among us.

   In the religious formation program Godly Play, there is teaching that
says if you aren't ready, you can walk right through a holy Mystery
and never know you had come close to God and God had come close
to you. Usually liturgies like Christmas Eve church services are
designed to help us walk through holy mysteries, to come close to
God. Our outdoor nativity is designed for you to walk through the
Mystery of the Incarnation. It's our way of offering a self-guided
opportunity to come close to God this Christmas because we can't
have our usual Christmas liturgy. We hope you accept our invitation to
take a Walk with Christmas.

 

Stars on the Tree *
   One of our traditions of
Christmas is to build the

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2xzRghgpR0


Good Shepherd E-News, 2 January 2021

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=7f6884dd-a89e-4fd8-aea4-b0a9c0a50b24[1/4/2021 1:41:46 PM]

nativity scene while listening to
the Gospel during the early
Christmas Eve service.  After all
the figures are in place, the
congregation is invited to bring
stars to the crèche and place
their star on the part of the
story that was just for them. 
It's a beautiful tradition we will
miss this year. 

   It is also the tradition that
inspired the idea of inviting you
to bring a star to a Christmas
Tree on the front porch of the
Church this year. Although we
cannot gather in person, we can
bring a star to the tree and
together those stars can
symbolize how we still can be
together even though we are physically apart.

   If you didn't receive a star in the mail we invite you to make your
own out of paper and thread a string or ribbon through it to make an
ornament. You can write a prayer on one side of the star.  All stars
are welcome on our tree!

*  The tree is on the porch; sidewalks and steps clear of snow.

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of
Episcopal churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like
ours, temporarily closed, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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Presiding Bishop Curry's 
Christmas Message

Sharing Your Home Crèche Scenes

  Below the third installment.

Another part of David Burton's collection. 

     

https://episcopalchurch.org/advent-and-christmas-resources
https://episcopalchurch.org/advent-and-christmas-resources


Good Shepherd E-News, 2 January 2021

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=7f6884dd-a89e-4fd8-aea4-b0a9c0a50b24[1/4/2021 1:41:46 PM]

More of David McCoy's and Chris Knisely's collection. 

             
 

Here is a set Leslie and Jack Flemming's daughter brought from
Haiti. 
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This is a small from Africa Creche set of Ted and Katharin Foster
-- kept behind glass to protect from curious cats.



Good Shepherd E-News, 2 January 2021

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=7f6884dd-a89e-4fd8-aea4-b0a9c0a50b24[1/4/2021 1:41:46 PM]

  
 

This is a tiny whimsical set from the Woolsey clan on display for
a photo op before the cats noticed.
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This is a trio of figures of the Foster's from Indian Asia.
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The Church at Night this season.
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 Happy New year   2021   

Church Building and Office Reminder
Given the likelihood of Severe Exposure and Spread the Diocese
has revised its guidelines so that the purple level now will apply
to both the purple and red levels.  This means no indoor
services nor church office hours for the time being.
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Follow this link provided for the DSO 
updated guidelines for Public Worship. 

 

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at [email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org

https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Updated-Guidelines-for-Public-Worship-Dec-2020.pdf
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#0a786f7c6e6f687d656566796f734a6d676b636624696567
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#1074627172757a712022506971787f7f3e737f7d
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#01636073636073604162696e66722f6e7366
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#eb8883848c98ab8883848c98c584998c
http://www.chogs.org/
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