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Good Shepherd E-News
(24 January 2021)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Welcome to the Season of Epiphany
Epiphany is the time between the celebration of Christmas and the
penitential season of Lent. The word epiphany means a revealing or
discovery. Epiphany a season the Church gives us to reflect on the
revelation of who Jesus is. 
    
The Third Sunday in Epiphany Jesus reveals the good news of God's
Kingdom and invites all who follow him into the hope and healing of
his ministry.

LESSONS for the Third Sunday after the Epiphany - Jonah 3: 1-5,
10; Psalm 62: 6-14; I Corinthians 7: 29-31; Mark 1: 14-20.     
  (Lectionarypage.net)

The Collect 
  

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
https://www.lectionarypage.net/
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Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus
Christ and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that
we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous
works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever.  Amen.
 

The Gospel 
Mark 1:14-20

After John was arrested, Jesus
came to Galilee, proclaiming the
good news of God, and saying,
"The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God has come near;
repent, and believe in the good
news."

As Jesus passed along the Sea of
Galilee, he saw Simon and his
brother Andrew casting a net into
the sea-for they were fishermen.
And Jesus said to them, "Follow
me and I will make you fish for
people." And immediately they left
their nets and followed him. As he
went a little farther, he saw James
son of Zebedee and his brother
John, who were in their boat

mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their
father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.

A New Poem     
      Biblical scholar, author, and former Bishop of
Durham, N.T. Wright wrote about a poet in his
Biblical Commentary on the section from Mark's
Gospel we read today. He didn't cite any of his
poems. Instead, he talked about how this poet's
father was not supportive of him pursuing his
calling or dream to write poetry and wanted him
to take his place as the next generation in the
family business. Such a decision would not only
give him financial stability, the father said, it
would allow the proud family tradition to
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continue. Even though the poet loved his father,
he was caught up in something larger than
himself, something his poetry connected him to. So he became a poet;
over time his poems inspired and moved people and he became a
poet laureate. In relating the poet's story to the section in Mark's
Gospel where fishermen leave their nets and their father, and the
family fishing businesses to follow Jesus, he says, "God wants new
poetry written, and is calling new people to write it."
  
     For many of those who watched the presidential inauguration on
Wednesday, they were introduced to one of my favorite poets Amanda
Gorman and her new poem. At 22, Amanda is the youngest poet to
recite her work at a presidential inauguration, but that didn't hinder so
many people from being caught up in her beautiful and powerful
message of hope. Amanda did not shy away from mentioning difficult
or painful truths in her poem titled "The Hill We Climb", and she
reminded us who were listening that we are called to rise up from our
sorrows, our pain, our challenges, our defeats, our past, our injustices,
to turn from them, learn from them, and turn toward building bridges
to a better day, a better country for all people. To me, she was a
living embodiment of N.T. Wright's commentary. Amanda Gorman is
making God's dream of new people writing new poetry come true.
 
     When I heard the words of her poem, I heard more than hope. I
heard the Kingdom of God described in a new and inviting way. Even
though Amanda Gorman is a young Black woman, her words have
always spoken to me, a now middle-aged white woman, invited me in,
and showed me truth, helped me through pain, and inspired hope to
rise up in me. Amanda's poems create a space where I can see myself
and so many people different from me all together, and this helps me
see today's Gospel in a new light. Too often I have been guilty of
looking at this section of Mark and focusing on Jesus calling his
disciples to be "fishers of men" and comparing that to ministry,
ignoring that drawing parallels between fishing and ministry might not
be the healthiest practice. For example, things don't usually go well
for the fish unless you practice catch and release. As much as I enjoy
fishing, it is a sport with a vast inequality of power between the fish
and the fisherman.
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   Sometimes it helps to remember the word in Greek translated as
"fishers" can also be translated as catchers. Jesus' invitation to the
men who left their nets, father, and family business was probably not
to engage in the same business only ensnaring people as they would
fish. Instead, Jesus' calling was probably an invitation to leave that
way of seeing the world behind and walk with him while composing
and learning new poetry.
 
   That new poetry is the Kingdom of God Jesus proclaimed had come
near. The new poem Jesus proclaimed called people to repent and to
believe the good news. This is the hopeful invitation those fishermen
in today's Gospel got caught up in. The good news the people of Israel
had been waiting for so very long was finally fulfilled or realized in
Jesus: God was present and, on the move, ready to bring God's
healing love and freedom to God's people; to restore the sacred to
humanity. That meant it was also time to repent.
 
   The word repent can be misinterpreted and people often imagine it
means something quite dramatic like falling to your lowest, wailing
and suffering at realizing you have sinned or failed or done something
wrong. But the word repent simply means to turn. It's an invitation to
turn from all those things we come to rely on and turn toward God
and trust God.
 
   N.T. Wright states in his commentary on Mark's Gospel, "Jesus'
contemporaries trusted their ancestors, their land, their temple, their
laws, their expectations that God would do what they expected God to
do. But God was calling them to cut those ties because God was up to
something new." Something liberating, that freed them from the
power of sin and death: The Kingdom of God that makes room for
new resurrection life. This means following a new way of life. One that
turns away from political and social agendas that too often lead to
infighting, division, and turn to God who is Love, whose justice is
God's mercy, and who shows us we are more than the worst thing we
have ever done, because we are God's beloved.
 
   This is the first step in writing that new poetry with Jesus, to
examine what we need to turn from: things like fear, anxiety,
injustice, prejudice, greed, anger, jealousy, and turn toward God. To
turn from the shade or shadows of conflict, superiority, arrogance,
violence, and hate and step into the light of hope of the good news
that God's Kingdom is near, and in God's Kingdom, there is room for
us all.
 
   Sometimes it can be easy to forget that Jesus' ministry began with
proclaiming good news. That even though the world in Jesus' time was
filled with inequality, poverty, suffering, injustice, greed, violence, and



Good Shepherd E-News, 24 January 2021

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=4e8a6f6e-5fb8-4d0b-92b8-345d1edb0db2[1/23/2021 11:11:51 PM]

all the same things we rail against today, Jesus did not call or invite
followers to join with him complaining about the way things were, or
protesting the Roman government, or introducing legislation to change
the law, or making snarky memes criticizing people who thought
differently than he did. Instead, Jesus invited people to follow him by
announcing good news and telling them to turn from the bad to the
good news.
 
   To the ears of some of the people at the time, at least Simon/Peter
and his brother Andrew and the brothers James and John, such words
must have sounded like Amanda Gorman's new poem; they got caught
up in the hope and followed Jesus' invitation to spread the same
Kingdom of God hope so that others will be caught up in it.
 
   As followers of Jesus today, I hope we never forget that following
Jesus was not intended to be something like a fishing expedition
where we stalk helpless victims, waiting to snare people on hooks
baited with compliments or kindness only to guilt them into pledging
or volunteering so that our ministries or liturgy can look like they
always have or filling up the pews so we feel comfortable and secure.
Instead, following Jesus means turning toward God, to look for, notice,
and live into the Kingdom of God and invite everyone regardless of
age, color, race, gender, identity, orientation, political affiliation,
economic status into God's Kingdom by sharing the good news that
God is present, and exude hope, no matter the times we live in.
 
   Even during a pandemic, when we have had to pivot and make
changes to our worship services and ministries, we are still doing what
we can to show God is here, to write a new poem. As I've been
talking to people outside the parish about the adaptations we've made
here at Church of the Good Shepherd, a few were inspired to give us
money, others took our ideas and adapted them to their churches.
They were caught up in the hope of God's Kingdom present through
our Tree of Giving, our Sharing Cabinet, the outdoor interactive
nativity and Christmas tree we had up during Christmas, our Votive
Prayer Hill, and our outdoor services when it was safe to have them
and our wisdom to know when to return to only offering our
prerecorded emails. They heard hope in the new poem we were
reciting and wanted to be part of it.
 
   This isn't just work for your rector, we all can share the Good News
with everyone. It's amazing how inviting hope can be, and how hope
has the power to catch people up and give them courage to see things
like a new poem. Or, as Amanda Gorman wrote in my favorite part of
her new poem:
 

"When day comes we step out of the shade
aflame and unafraid
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The new dawn blooms as we free it
For there is always light,
if only we're brave enough to see it
if only we're brave enough to be it."

 

  

 Watch a video of this sermon HERE.
 

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Joe our President, Kamala our Vice-President,
Mike our Governor, the Supreme Court, and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for the Standing Committee, John our Canon
of the Ordinary, and the search process for a new bishop, for Kenneth,
Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for
our rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the
Rev. Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David
McCoy, and for our ministry to students, the university, and the
community.  We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in
Mérida, Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested:   Belle, Bill S., Chris
L., Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Ted and Andrea, Winkie, Bill,
Annie and Kathleen, David Bell, Robert Betz III, Danny Cain, Zelma
Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm
Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth Holden, John Jefferson, Scott
Kemball-Cook, David Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo,
Monya Monroe, Andrea Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert,
Lauren O'Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Dale Paul, Mark
Richardson, Flo Roach, Freddy Tombe, Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn,
Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy
White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane, and we pray
for all who care for them.  * 

Birthdays:  Sandi White (1/27)

https://youtu.be/cSAbQ-oc4I0undefined
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For the deceased:  Carl Gustavson, Jack Smith, Virginia Sustasich

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
not a printed Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or [email protected].

  
Service Music *

 for Sunday, January 24, 2021

Music Recorded:

1.  Chorale and Bicinium on "All
glory be to God on high"
(Hymn 421)  Georg Phillip
Telemann (1681-1767)

2.  Chorale-Prelude on "Repton"
(Dear Lord and Father of
Mankind, Hymn 553)
Robert Powell (b. 1932)

3.  How bright appears the
Morning-Star  (Hymn 497) 
Mark Sedio (b. 1954)

Hymns for listening:

661 - They cast their nets in
Galilee

553 - Dear Lord and Father of Mankind

530 - Spread. O spread, thou mighty word

* Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-
LICENSE. License #A-708852.  All rights reserved.

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#375045565f565a5a584052454e7756585b1954585a
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/AllGloryGodHigh(24jan2021)GPTelemann.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/AllGloryGodHigh(24jan2021)GPTelemann.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ReptonDearLordFatherMankind(24jan2021)RPowell.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ReptonDearLordFatherMankind(24jan2021)RPowell.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/HowBrightMorningStar(24jan2021)MSedio.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/HowBrightMorningStar(24jan2021)MSedio.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijnEns7M724
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ijnEns7M724
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rcs7seRM5hU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PwGDELr47eQ
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At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of
Episcopal churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like
ours, temporarily closed, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

Mother Deborah is working on creating
a memorial for the more than 400,000
people who have lost their lives to
COVID-19 since the pandemic started.
The memorial will be put in the front
yard of the church building. The glass
and prisms will be used to represent the
lives lost. The design is still in progress,
with Ash Wednesday (February 17) as
the deadline for completion. If you have
colored glass or prisms you no longer
want, please contact Mother Deborah by email, text, or phone call.
 

Follow this link provided for the DSO 
updated guidelines for Public Worship. 

 

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Updated-Guidelines-for-Public-Worship-Dec-2020.pdf
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#b3c1d6c5d7d6d1c4dcdcdfc0d6caf3d4ded2dadf9dd0dcde
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#e682948784838c87d6d4a69f878e8989c885898b
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For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at [email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#7b191a09191a091a3b1813141c085514091c
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#6d0e05020a1e2d0e05020a1e43021f0a
http://www.chogs.org/
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