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Good Shepherd E-News
(7 February 2021)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Welcome to the Season of Epiphany
   Epiphany is the time between the celebration of Christmas and the
penitential season of Lent. The word epiphany means a revealing or
discovery. Epiphany a season the Church gives us to reflect on the
revelation of who Jesus is.
   The Fifth Sunday in Epiphany Jesus reveals what his healing
miracles point to: the liberation from sin and death in order to
empower us to live the Kingdom of God here in earth.

LESSONS for the Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany - Isaiah 40: 21-
31; Psalm 147: 1-12, 21; I Corinthians 9: 16-23; Mark 1: 29-39.       
 (Lectionarypage.net)

The Collect 
  

Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
https://www.lectionarypage.net/
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liberty of that abundant life which you have made known to us in your
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.
 

The Gospel 
Mark 1:29-39

After Jesus and his disciples left
the synagogue, they entered the
house of Simon and Andrew, with
James and John. Now Simon's
mother-in-law was in bed with a
fever, and they told him about
her at once. He came and took
her by the hand and lifted her up.
Then the fever left her, and she
began to serve them.

That evening, at sundown, they
brought to him all who were sick
or possessed with demons. And
the whole city was gathered
around the door. And he cured
many who were sick with various
diseases, and cast out many
demons; and he would not permit

the demons to speak, because they knew him. In the morning, while it
was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and
there he prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When
they found him, they said to him, "Everyone is searching for you." He
answered, "Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may
proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do."
And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their
synagogues and casting out demons.

What is a Car For?     
    Author and motivational speaker Simon Sinek
has a simple illustration to help companies and
organizations learn to see what their purpose is. 
In a culture consumed with greed, it can be all
too easy to assume the purpose of any business
or organization is to make money.  Mr. Sinek
believes this assumption is what is harming our
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local and national economies, communities, and
organizations.  Money, he says, is simply one of
the resources a business or organization needs to
help it accomplish its purpose.
 
    His simple illustration is a car.  We don't buy
cars to put gas in them (or charge their electric batteries if you drive
an electric car) he says.  We buy cars to go places.  The gas (or
electricity) are the resources that help fuel the car so it can take us
where we want or need to go.  The same is true for a business or
organization: it's purpose should be to make a positive impact on
society, advance a greater cause, or accomplish something.  When
businesses and organizations can remember that, Mr. Sinek believes,
then they will be successful in creating a healthy and productive place
to work as well as creating a product or service.
 
    The ability to stay focused on your purpose isn't just helpful advice
for modern organizations, it's what Jesus did in today's Gospel
reading.  This reading is important because all followers of Jesus can
sometimes forget what Jesus's purpose was and is.  Too often we
mistake Jesus' purpose - why he became incarnate and walked among
us - as simply to perform miracles of healing the sick and feeding the
poor.  And we have many lovely accounts in the Gospels that might
make us think that was the case, accounts like what we read in Mark's
Gospel today where Jesus healed Peter's mother-in-law and many of
the people who showed up after that. 
 
    As wonderful as these miracles are, however, what we might not
notice in today's Gospel is Jesus did not heal all the people who were
brought to him.  This doesn't mean Jesus didn't care, or maybe didn't
want to heal everyone.  Instead it is an indicator his ability to heal
wasn't the means to an end; no more than buying gas is why people
buy cars.
 
    Instead, Jesus not healing everyone brought to him in today's
Gospel can be an invitation to look a little more closely at what did
happen and what it says about why Jesus came to walk among
humanity.  In other words, to look to what his healing miracles point
to.  It starts with the very first account of healing in Mark's Gospel:
the healing of Peter's mother-in-law.  By healing a woman, Jesus is
showing women have value.  Peter's mother- in-law would not be
discarded because she was sick and unable to participate in life as
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expected.  In healing her, Jesus did more than restore her to health. 
He welcomed her to participate in his mission.
 
    At first, we might not recognize this because the text says after she
was restored to health Peter's mother-in-law "began serving them."
 It's unfortunate too many commentators have interpreted this line as
Peter's mother-in-law rolled up her sleeves and cooked and served
them a meal.  It's an easy misinterpretation to make if we don't look
at the word in the original Greek interpreted as "began to serve".  The
Greek word is diakoneo, which is a word the Gospel writers used to
refer to designated leaders in the early church; today we call them
deacons.
 
    Mark's Gospel is the shortest of the four canonical Gospels, and the
author of Mark was incredibly intentional about the words they used. 
Words for cooking and serving meals in Biblical Greek are not the
same as diakoneo.  Therefore, it could be interpreted that Peter's
mother-in-law didn't just serve them dinner, she began being part of
Jesus' ministry.  That is why the text says "she began to serve"
instead of being more specific about what she may have done that
moment.
 
    Which means Jesus didn't heal her so she could return to her life of
running a household - not that it isn't good and necessary work, and
the purpose of this sermon is not to demean it.  The message here is
Jesus didn't restore her to wellness for her to return to what life was
like before, but to liberate her to be part of his mission and the new
life his resurrection brings into the world.
 
    And what was that mission?  From the frenzied activity after Peter's
mother-in-law was restored to health it looks like Jesus could have had
a highly successful mission healing the sick and demon possessed.  He
was good at it.  There was significant need for it.  That's all it takes to
be successful, right?   Not if we remember the part about Mr. Sinek's
illustration of the car.  There must be more than need and resources. 
There must be purpose.  Jesus didn't come to heal people so they
could make the same old economy chug along like it always had. 
Jesus didn't come to promote the same old system that kept people
trapped in the same roles they had always been in.  He called the
fishermen to become catchers of people.  Jesus called a tax collector
to put down his books and stop making money for the oppressive
Roman government.  He called people to leave the life they knew, the
life they had been dealt, or inherited, and follow him.
 
    So when it looked like that mission might be sidetracked by his
ability to heal the sick, Jesus took a break and went away to pray. 
This isn't just Jesus feeling exhausted or overwhelmed by the demands
of the world, it was Jesus doing a check in, stepping out of the
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frenzied activity to realign his purpose with God's purpose.  Jesus
wasn't meant to open a successful spa and health clinic.  Jesus said
himself his purpose was to proclaim the message, the good news that
God's Kingdom has come near.  It is a purpose Jesus will hold on to all
the way to the Cross and Resurrection.
 
    This doesn't mean Jesus does not care about those who are sick or
suffering or doesn't want people to be well.  Quite the contrary, that is
why God calls people to do the work of healing like doctors who can
diagnose disease or health problems, surgeons who can remove
diseased tissues and joints like my hips that have severe end term
osteoarthritis, nurses and physical therapists who can help people
recover from surgery or illness and be restored to health.  That's why
there are people called to work in fields like epidemiology to study
things like viruses and how they spread to help us through pandemics
or help us avoid them.  That is why there are medical professionals
called to do the tedious and vital work of researching and developing
vaccines.  That is why God calls other people to become psychologists
or marriage or family therapists to help us with our mental and
emotional health and help us heal from trauma.  Just because Jesus
didn't drop everything and heal everyone doesn't mean God doesn't
want us all to be well.  God does want us to be well, or God wouldn't
equip people with passions, care for each other, skills, and people
called to health care.
 
    What today's Gospel challenges us to consider is how we as
followers of Jesus are participating in his purpose.  Are we mistaking
the purpose of following Jesus to figure out how to obtain, by any
means necessary, as many people as we can to sit in the pews of
churches and give as much money as they can so to make ourselves
feel good about the numbers of members and dollars we have,
thinking of those members and dollars will keep our comfortable
liturgies and ministries going?   Are we mistaking the purpose of
following Jesus as doing charity work without considering how the
people served by charity are complex human beings beloved by God
and exist for far more than our programs?
 
    As followers of Jesus our purpose is the same as his:  to proclaim
by word and example the Good News of Jesus Christ.  This doesn't
mean we don't welcome new members or not ask for funds to support
our staff and ministries.  It means we need to think about our
ministries through the lens of proclaiming the Good News. 
 
    We are experiencing what this looks like right now.  One of the
opportunities the COVID-19 pandemic offers us is to adjust our
ministries and worship.  If we understand our purpose, we can make
the changes necessary to continue to be the presence of Christ in this
place to reduce the risk of spreading the virus.  While COVID
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guidelines say we can't offer an hour every Wednesday for anyone to
come inside and experience a safe place to rest, eat a meal, and
maybe talk with others, we are offering what we can by giving away
sack lunches or nonperishable food to show we do care about the
immediate need for many to eat.  While we can't offer our in person
indoor worship services like we've always done them we are still
proclaiming the Good News in these prerecorded sermons and helping
people pray or connect with prerecorded organ music.  When the
weather was warmer and the number of daily new COVID-19 cases
were much less than they are today, we offered in person worship
services outside that drew strangers to our yard and sidewalk.  When
it became clear wearing masks helps reduce the spread of the virus we
didn't lecture, we began giving away free cotton cloth reusable masks
because they are a sign of our shared vulnerability, mortality, and love
for each other - just another way to proclaim God's love.  We moved
our coffee shop ministry outside and made it to go.  We created a
space in our church yard for passersby to pray when we could no
longer keep our chapel open to the public.  Because we remembered
our purpose during the many disruptions of this pandemic, we have
been able to adapt so that we can continue to be present to our
neighbors and each other in ways that show the Love of God on
earth.  And we will continue to make changes as the pandemic
continues.
 
    By the way, that is what author and organizational speaker Simon
Sinek describes as successful.  But -with all due respect for his work -
we don't need him to tell us this.  What we need is to continue to
follow Jesus through this pandemic and to listen to the Holy Spirit who
won't ever let us forget our purpose to shine the Love of Christ to the
world no matter what the world brings us.

  

 Watch a video of this sermon HERE.
 

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Joe our President, Kamala our Vice-President,
Mike our Governor, the Supreme Court, and the members of Congress.

https://youtu.be/_Ek_fvBpQTk
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In our diocese, we pray for the Standing Committee, John our Canon
of the Ordinary, and the search process for a new bishop, for Kenneth,
Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested:   Belle, Bill S., Chris
L., Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Linda Ahrens, Ted and
Andrea, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, David Bell, Robert Betz III,
Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton,
Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth Holden, John
Jefferson, Scott Kemball-Cook, David Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda
Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Andrea Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda
Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Dale Paul,
Mark Richardson, Flo Roach, Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo
Walker and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June
Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane, and we pray for all who
care for them.  * 

Birthdays:  Michele Parsons (2/8); Michael Wootton (2/11)

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
not a printed Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or [email protected].

  
Service Music *

 for Sunday, February 7, 2021

Music Recorded:

1.  How bright appears the Morning
Star (Hymn 497 - Wie schon leuchtet
das Morgenstern)  Max Reger (1873-
1916)

2.  Thy strong word didst cleave

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#f59287949d9498989a8290878cb5949a99db969a98
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/HowBrightMorningStar(7feb2021)MReger.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/HowBrightMorningStar(7feb2021)MReger.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ThyStrongWordCleaveDarkness(7feb2021)HWillan.mp3
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the darkness  (Hymn 381 - Ebenezer)
Healey Willan (1880-1968)

3.  Kum ba Yah - setting of the
spiritual by Adolphus Hailstork

This piece is performed in honor of
Black History Month. Mr. Hailstork,
b. 1954, has degrees from Michigan
State, Manhattan School of Music,
American Conservatory at
Fountainebleau and Howard
University. He has been the
recipient of many awards and is currently Professor of Music and
Composer-in-Residence at Old Dominion University in Norfolk, VA

4.  Variations on "O for a thousand tongues to sing" 
(Hymn 493 - Azmon)

Hymns for listening:

Wonder, Love and Praise 773

Wonder, Love and Praise 779

Hymn 567

Hymn 381

* Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-
LICENSE. License #A-708852.  All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ThyStrongWordCleaveDarkness(7feb2021)HWillan.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/KumBaYah(7feb2021)AHailstork.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/VariationsThousandTonguesSing(7feb2021)Azmon.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiNRDu7oSOg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpc79eRGOxk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZmideCR1qk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gx01MeNuflI
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
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(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of
Episcopal churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like
ours, temporarily closed, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

   

   
The church building is patiently awaiting the return of warm bodies
and is keeping its insides beautiful for their return. 
 

Year in Review

http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected] .  

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#364453405253544159595a45534f76515b575f5a1855595b
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To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact Alex Buckley, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
[email protected].
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
[email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

On Friday the building is cleaned and fumigated and is not to be
entered by anyone.

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#87eae6e4ece5f2e4ecc7fee6efe8e8a9e4e8ea
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#43252c30372631372b032c2b2a2c6d262736
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#f694978494978497b6959e999185d8998491
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#791a11161e0a391a11161e0a57160b1e
http://www.chogs.org/
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